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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He
is the Minister who is moving the Bill.

So he should be first satisfied that the
Bill has no loopholes.

SHR1 BHUPESH GUPTA: Mr.
Gujral can at least teil us by what
time he can bring the Bill here.

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: I sup-
port Mr. Bhupesh Gupta that the
Bill should be introduced in this ses-
sion only.

SHR] BHUPESH GUPTA: 1 want
to know when it is going to come.

Otherwise, I have to say that Mr. Guj-
ral does not want to...

SHRI 1. K. GUJRAL: As I sub-
mitted in the other House also, it will
not be possible for us to bring it in
this session. OQOur attempt will be to
bring it in the next session...

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: What is
the attempt?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : The
House stands adjourned till 2.30.
The House then adjourned for
lunch at twenty-five minutes
past one of the clock.

The House reassembled after lunch
at half past two of the clock, MRr. DepuU-
TY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

RESOLUTION RE A COMPLETE
OVERHAUL OF EDUCA-
TIONAL SYSTEM OF
THE COUNTRY

SHRI BIPINPAL DAS (Assam) :
Mr. Deputy Chairman, I beg to move
the following Resolution :—

“This House is of opinion that in
order to accelerate the place towards
achievement of the national objectives
of socialism, secularism, democracy
and national integration, it has be-
come urgent and imperative to bring

about a complete overhaul of the edu-
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cational system of the country and

urges upon the Government to take

early and necessary steps in that direc-
tion.”

Sir, the House is aware that in 1964
the Government of India at the initiative
of the then Minister of Education Shri
Chagla, appointed an Education Com-
mission under the chairmanship of Dr.
Kothari. This Commission was compos-
ed of very learned persons. One of
them is fortunately a member of this
House today. I would say that this
Commission was not only a National
Commission, but an International Com-
mission in the sense that a large number
of experts from foreign countries were
included in that Commission. This Com-
mission produced a report in 1966.
The report is voluminous and very com-
prehensive. There is no doubt that this
report made some very valuable and im-
portant recommendations. It might be
that because of the bulky size of the re-
port, one sometimes fails to find out or
misses sometimes what is said here and
there, but still I would say that this re-
port has made certain very valuable, far-
reaching and important recommenda-
tions. But up-till now I do not think
that much progress has been made in the
matter of implementation of the recom-
mendations of this report. Whatever
that may be, since 1966 till to-day, that
is, during the last six years, lot of
changes have taken place in this count-
try. A great upsurge has taken place in
the sense that a great awakening has
come about at the bottom, that is, from
below, for change, for progress, for this
and for that. This desire for change has
come about in the last six years and
therefore whenever we discuss national
policies today or we want to build a new
system, that system must be able to re-
flect the latest trends and the new urges
of the people. Now, Sir, the Education
Commission, the Kothari Commission,
set before itself as an objective the fol-
lowing :—

“The most important and urgent re-
form needed in education is to trans--

#.%
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form it, to endeavour to relate it to
the lives, needs and aspirations of the
people and thereby make it a power-
ful instrument of social, economic and
cultural transformation necessary for
the realisation of the national goals.
For this purpose, education should be
developed so as to increase producti-
vity, achieve social and national inte-
gration, accelerate the process of
modernisation and cultivate social,
moral and spiritual values.”

This is a very laudable objective,
indeed. There is no doubt about it. But,
as I said, during the last few years, the
changes that have come about in our so-
cial and political life have brought
forth these ideals or these objectives in
more concrete forms and today, there is
no difference of opinion in the country
that this nation has accepted socialism,
secularism, democracy and national inte-
gration as the main objectives before the
nation and, therefore, it has become
necessary to re-examine the whole situa-
tion in the educational field. The
Kothari Commission itself agreed that
education is a powerful instrument for
bringing about changes in the economic
field, in the social field and in the cultu-
ral field and, in that sense, it is for us
now to consider in what way we can
bring about a change in the educational
system so that the system can respond
to the urges and the aspirations of the
people today and these aspirations, as 1
have said just now, I have tried to put
in concrete forms.

Now, Sir, I have said that education
is a powerful instrument for social
change, because it gives rise to both
vertical and horizontal mobility and
this mobility itself brings about changes
in society and, therefore, if we want to
bring about changes in society, educa-
tion which certainly plays a very im-
portant role should be allowed to play
that role more effectively. We can not
neglect it. We cannot think of building
up a socialist society without bringing
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about any transformation in the educa-
tional system. Simply by nationalising
a few industries here and there or simp-
ly by total nationalisation of all the in-
dustries or of the distributive system, we
cannot achieve socialism. Socialism will
not come that way. We have to
build up the minds of the people who
would run the society. who would man-
age the society, in the new situation and
education is the only instrument which
can build up the minds of the people,
which can prepare the people to play an
effective role in the new society which
we want to have and, from that point
of view, I have considered it very neces-
sary to place this Resolution before this
House.

Now, Sir, education must have some
purpose. In my opinion, education has
two main purposes. There may be many
purposes, but it has two fundamental
purposes: One is very general which
is acceptable to everybody in the world
and to put it in my language, 1 would
say that education must aim at produc-
ing a rational outlook which will sup-
press or eliminate the base emotions in-
side the human being and should direct
the healthier emotions into creative
channels. This is one of the main ob-
jectives of education. Education must
help in developing a rational outlook in
man so that his baser emotions can be
suppressed or eliminated and the health-
ier emotions can be allowed to be cana-
lised into creative fields.

The second objective, the second pur-
pose, of education, according to me, is
much more important in the present con-
text of the country today and that is
that education must aim at the all-round
development of the personality of man,
the development of his mental and phy-
sical faculties, so that an educated man
can contribute, can contribute meaning-
fully, to the social, economic and cultu-
ral development of the country.

Now, Sir, this country is struggling
very hard for economic development,
for social change and so on and so
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forth. Now in this gigantic struggle we
have embarked upon, education must
play a very important role. It must be
able to produce men who will be able
to contribute towards this development
— towards social devlopment, economic
development, social progress, cultural
progress — and that contribution must
be in concrete terms, not in abstract
terms. Now, to achieve these objec-
tives, the educational system must be in
tune with the national objectives. If
education has to produce the right type
of men for the society which we are to
build up tomorrow, which we are trying
to build up right from now, then the ob-
jectives of education must be in tune
with the national objectives; there can-
not be a divorce between the two. That
is why I have put categorically in the
Resolution: “in order to accelerate the
pace towards achievement of the
national objectives...” education needs
a complete overhaul. I must -clarify
right now that while 1 am saying this I
do not mean any regimentation of
thought. We have to build up our men
so that they can be useful for national
development, .

Now, let me say a few words about
the national objectives. Take, for exam-
ple, Socialism. Socialism is a vast sub-
ject. Nobody can deal with Socialism
in five minutes. But I would like to em-
phasise certain aspects of it only because
I want to relate between the educational
system with those objectives, Socia-
lism must aim at non-exploitation, equal
opportunity for all, social justice and a
spirit of cooperation. These are some
of the essentials of a socialist system,
socialist society, and the educational sys-

tem must be able to contribute towards
this end.

Secularism : Everybody knows what
secularism means. Even before the
law all religions are equal and the State
does not favour one religion against
another. But the point is that there is
a basic unity among all religions and
this aspect must be brought home to

14 AUG. 1972]

of educational system 166

of the country
' our young boys and girls in schools and
colleges. Only then will they respect the
other man’s religion and only then true
secularism is possible.

Democracy : Sir, we are functioning
in a democratic system. But I may be
permitted to say that this democracy is
only partial and formal. It is only poli-
tical democracy and that is also more or
less a centralized type of democracy.
Democracy, to be more meaningful, can-
not be confined only to the political field.
It must percolate to the social, economic,
cultural spheres — the entire life. We
have not vet been able to build up that
type of society. Besides political field,
we have to train our boys and girls in
the social field, economic field and cul-
tural field. '

Then I come to national integration.
We all know that this is a land of diver-
sity with a basic unity. This has been
the process, I do not know, since time
immemorial, There has been a basic
unity in this country in spite of diversity
of culture, language, customs, and so on
and so forth. Before Independence we
have seen that taking advantage of this
superficial diversity, 1 should say, secon-
dary diversities, some people were trying
to take political advantage out of it.
And fissiparous tendencies are there in
our country — nobody can deny it — in
spite of the fact that down the ages this
country has bwilt up basically a civiliza-

, tion, a culture which is based on unity
in diversity. In spite of that fact, today
we can see in the political sphere vari-
ous fissiparous tendencies growing in
this country. In order to guard against
that we have to prepare the minds of
the people. You just cannot go and lec-
ture on national integration; national
integration does not take place that way.
If you want to have national integration
in the true sense you have to prepare the
minds of the people right from the
bottom, right from childhood so that
one can accept new values, build up
new attitudes of mind and then when he
will become a major or mature he will
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behave accordingly. After a man be-
comes mature you cannot expect him to
behave according to your dictation or
lecture. So, national integration is an
objective for which education has a res-
ponsibility to discharge, to build up
children in that line with that objective
in view. These are the objectives about
which I have said very briefly — I do
not want to take up much time. Keeping
these objectives before us we have to re-
organise the educational system.

I have said “complete overhaul”.
Why? And what do I mean by that?
Earlier also, in the course of a debate in
this very House, 1 explained what I
meant by complete overhaul. In my opi-
nion changes have become necessary

and urgent in every aspect, every field, ’

every sector of education. In the matter
of structure of the whole educational sys-
tem, the content of education, the
method of teaching, the method of eva-
luation, the research, the policy of en-
rolment, in everything — in all aspects
— we are in desperate need of a com-
plete change. And that is why 1 say
piecemeal changes will not help us. This
is what I would like to impress upon
the Government.
various schemes are under way. 1 bope
these schemes will form integral parts
of one organic whole. But I would like
to sound a note of caution. If these
schemes are just piecemeal schemes,
patch up measures here and there, then
I do not think it will ultimately solve cur
problem. We have to take the thing as
a whole, devise schemes, prepare
schemes as integral parts of an organic
system. And from that angle we have
to examine this question of complete
overhaul and that is why I have said
“complete overhaul”,

1 do not want to refer to the situation
of illiteracy in this country. Much talk
has been done in this House and the
other House, the whole country that we
are still lagging very much behind in
the matter of removal of illiteracy. I

I understand that .
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myself do not know what the solution is.
Can we do it within five or ten vyears?
1 do not know. But I will not give
much importance to it just now. I agree
it is very important from the socialistic
point of view. It is a problem which is
very much there and everybody knows
what to do. The only question is how
to do it. That we will have to work out.

Regarding the structure 1 would like
to refer to what the Kothari Commis-
sion itself has said. Sir, you would per-
mit me to quote this particular part of
the Kothari Commission Report. 1 will
not quote from the main Report; I will
only quote from the Summary, because
I am nearly 100 per cent in agreement
with its recommendation.

The Kothari Commission says:
“The new educational structure
should consist of—

one to three years of pre-school
education; a ten-year period of
general education which may be
subdivided into a primary stage of
7 to 8 vears (a lower primary stage
of 4 or 5 years and a higher primary
stage of 3 or 2 years) and lower
secondary stage of 3 or 2 years of
general education or one to three
years of vocational education (the
enrolment in vocational courses be-
ing raised to 20 per cent of the
total);

a higher secondary stage of two
years of general education or one to
three years of vocational education
(the enrolments in vocational educa-
tion being raised to 50 per cent of
the total);

a higher education stage having a
course of three years or more for
the first degree and followed by
courses of varying durations for the
second or research degrees.

The age of admission to Class 1
should ordinarily be not less than 6.

The first public external examina-
tion should come at the end of the
first ten years of schooling.

The svstem of streaming in
schools of general education from
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Class IX should be abandoned and
no attempt at specialization made
until beyond Class X.

Secondary schools should be of
two types-high schools providing a
ten-year course and higher second-
ary schools providing a course of 11
or 12 years.

Attempts to upgrade every secon-
dary school to the higher secondary
stage should be abandoned. Only
the bigger and more efficient schools
—about one-fourth of the total
number—should be upgraded. ..
those that do not deserve the higher
secondary status should be down-
graded.”

1 have deliberately quoted this portion
in order to refresh the memory of the
hon. Members and perhaps also of the
Government, if 1 may say so, so that
the Government can make an attempt
to implement this part. In my part of
the country some attempt has been
made by my State to implement a part
of this recommendation; I do not know
whether in other parts of the country
this important recommendation is being
implemented, this recommendation about
restructuring the whole system. This
is very scientifically planned I should
say. Therefore 1 bhave said that [
am more or less in agreement; not
hundred per cent because I would like
to have seven years course for the pri-
mary and three years for the lower
secondary. That is a difference of opi-
nion; otherwise 1 accept the whole
recommendation. So if the entire edu-
cational system right from the primary
stage up to the university stage is re-
organised in this way this will start
producing better results, because this is
based on very good scientific princi-
ples. 1 do not give much importance
just now at this stage to pre-school edu-
cation. 1 feel that we are yet to go a
Jlong way to have a successful system
of pre-school education. We can go on
trying but I cannot give much impor-
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tance to it just now at this stage of
our social development. 1 need not
explain and go into details about this
and waste the time of the House.

Now Sir, about the content of edu-
cation which in my opinion, is the most
important. What do we teach? How
do we prepare the text-books? A Class
I student or a Class II student when
he starts reading the book in his own
language what does he read? He reads
some stories and some short easy poems
but what do these stories and poems
teach him? Unfortunately, 1 need not
produce any evidence here, everybody
knows what kind of education we are
giving to the child who just goes 10
the school. Certainly we are not teach-
ing him the fundamental values. If
you look at the text-books you will find
that they extol one particular reli-
gion or the other, one conservative idea
or the other, one obscurantist idea
or the other. The modern values, the
new democratic values, the values of
socialism, the values of humanism, we
are certainly not trying to put into the
head of the young child who just goes

into the school. Please look at the
text-books and you will find what they
are. Sir, 1 plead with the Edu-

cation Minister that a drastic step has
become nzcessary, the step to revise the
entire school text-books on language.
Now about history. What do we teach
in history? I am not a student of his-
tory and I cannot claim the right to
give a talk on it. For example, Sir
when we were in schools we were
taught that those Muslims who came
to our country were all robbers and
plunderers. The entite Muslim rule in
this country has been described in his-
tory as a rule of loot and of oppres-
sion over other communities. With my
little knowledge of history I thoroughly
disagree with this contention. Of course
any conquerer, whether Muslim or

Hindu or Christian, whoever he is,
tends to do certain things which are
oppressive. That is natural. After all,

if somebody says that Muslims did all
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these things, broke temples, oppressed
Hindus, did this and that, at the be-
ginning, may I ask, Sir, what the Aryans
did when they came? What did the
Aryans do in the beginning when they
came? When they met the local tribal
people here or other people, who had

other kinds of civilization, what did
they do? There is no use going into
that. But what do we want to teach

the student? We want to train the
mind of the student in the secular ideal.
And if we want to train his mind on
the secular ideal, we must tell him about
the bright side of human behaviour, the
good side of it. We should give him
the social analysis, the economic analy-
sis. Of course it depends upon the
standard. At the very beginning you
cannot teach him the analysis. But you
can give him good stories, stories which
will bring out the human values. His-
tory is taught as one of the Humani-
ties, mind you. History is expected to
teach human values. Let us present
history in such a way so that he knows
how a man, on the bright side of it,
operated, functioned, behaved, whe-
ther he is a King or a General or an
ordinary man. At the higher stages
history should be taught more scienti-
fically. Now, I am feeling a little
embarrassed when 1 am speaking on
history, because the Minister for Edu-
cation himself is a scholar in history.
I am not here to lecture to him. I am
just suggesting that at the higher stages
history should be taught absolutely on
a scientific basis, an analytical basis,
not just factual as who Kkilled whom,
who conquered whom, who ruled whom.
These facts may be important, but be-
hind the facts there are other forces,
social forces, economic forces, cultu-
ral forces, political forces. These for-
ces should be analysed properly and the
student’s mind should be built up in
a rational manner, not in an one-
sided way. I am only giving some exam-
ples as to how the content of edu-
cation should be changed and revised

| is it that the

teaching today to the student, even at
the university stage? I ask the Edu-
cation Minister to make an enquiry
about it. In all the universities in this
country we are still teaching that old
hackneyed economics which was built
up by the capitalist system. Of course
we must know about the capitalist sys-
tem. Even Marx studied capitalism
thoroughly before he prepared his own
doctrine.  But should we only empha-
sise on the capitalist aspect of the eco-
nomic theories? New economic sys-
tems are being built up. We may
agree, we may not agree; doesn't mat-
ter, but we should know. For exam-
ple, I would like to know what kind
of economic system is being built up in
Soviet Russia. Is it not worth know-
ing? Is it not a socialist country? Why
cooperative movement
has become so successful in the Scandi-
navian countries? We would like to
know this. Various experiments are
going on in the field of economics,
particularly in the socialist countries, as
I have said.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Please
wind up.

SHRI BIPINPAL DAS: Sir, I will
take one hour. Otherwise I will have
to sit down.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is
half an hour according to rules.
3 PM.

SHRI BIPINPAL DAS : Then, I shall
sit down and I will not say anything.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You
can take another five minutes.

SHRI BIPINPAL DAS: I thought it
was one hour because I know that pre-
viously such Movers of Resolutions
were given one hour.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : No,
hailf an hour, according to the rules.

SHRI BIPINPAL DAS: Anyway, I
shall try to finish. If you had warned

me before I would have been more
careful,
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : I thou- }
ght you knew it. }
|
t
'

SHRI BIPINPAL DAS: This is my
idea about revising the content of edu-
cation. Then, about science, I suggest
that science should be taught right from
the bottom. In this respect also, I will (
not take your time by quoting, but I
would like to draw the attention of the
Education Minister to what the Ko-
thari Commission has said about sci-
ence education right from the primary
stage and then stage by stage how sci-
ence education has to be developed.
The Kothari Commission has made very
good recommendations. It can be fur-
ther improved and in that light science
education should be compulsorily tau-
ght right from the bottom. Unless we
build up the minds of boys and girls
scientifically, unless we bring in new
knowledge with which to build up a new
society, I think our educational system
will remain poor and backward.

I have many things to say, but since

you have cut down my time, 1 would
simply point out a few elementary
principles. Firstly, in our teaching

methods we should see that the boys
learnt not only to exercise the mind but
also 1o do physical labour. The gap
between the two must be bridzed.
Secondly, healthy relations between the
teacher and student should be built up.
There must be intimate contact, perso-
nal contact between the teacher and
student. The old days of the Rishis are
gone. 1f anybody expects the teacher
to behave like an old Rishi towards
his student and the student to behave
before a teacher as if he is a Rishi,
then he lives in a fool’s paradise. Times

[4 AUG.

have changed. Democratic values have
come into existence and today the tea- |
cher must learn to behave absolutely
democratically even towards his stu-

dents. Then, there is the student-com-
munity relationship in the course of
study.

that the Kothari Commission has ac-

I am very happy to point out {
cepted the principle of basic education !
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enunciated by Gandhiji. They have
said that these are the basic principles
which have guided them in drafting the
entire report. They say that if there
should not be a separate thing called
basic education, but the entire system
must be based on the principles of
basic education. Bridging the gulf bet-
ween mental labour and physical labour,
they want close relationship between
the student and the community around
and so on. The third point is self-reli-
ance. The student should develop self-
reliance. He should not rely on spoon-
feeding or memorising. Then, there
should be devclopment of the spirit of
enquiry among the students. We must
provoke the student to think and en-
We should inculcate that habit

1972]

quire.

in the student. When he learns he
should immediately start questioning and!
making enquiries, That habit must

be developed. Then, there should be &
spirit of co-operation among themselves.
Not an individualistic outlook, but a
co-operative outlook must be developed
in the course of education inside the
classroom, on the playground, through
community activities and social activi-
ties, teacher-student contact and so on.
Finally, 1 would say that the teaching
methods should be such that the right
types of habit and attitude are built up.

About evaluation I will not say any-
thing just now. If 1 get time at the
time of replying, I will say something
about it, because I do not want to
take the time of the House now, |
would like simply to say that today the
examination system tests not intelligence,
not the capacity to grasp, not the
capacity to understand and assimilate,
but only the capacity to memorise. This
must be changed and this can be chan-
ged only by changing the examination
system as a whole. Unless you change
the examination system, the present
habits will continue. The FEducation
Commission itself has said that the sys-
tem of examination ultimately deter-
mines the method of teaching and the
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method of teaching ultimately deter-
mines the way the student tries to learn.
These are inter-related. Therefore, the
-examination system also needs complete
change, so that the right type of atti-
tude develops and the student tries to
understand. He has to build up his
head, his intelligence and he should try
to understand the thing, instead of simply
swallowing something which he cannot
digest. So far as research is concerned,
I would simply say that of course, in
the matter of research the universities
should be free and there cannot be any
control. There cannot be any kind of
control. Once there is control it cea-
ses to be true research. Even then 1
would like to submit that in order to
achieve our national goals, economic
development, socialist society, secular
system, particularly economic develop-
ment through socialist measures, in
order to achieve them, in order to make
progress in that direction, our research
activities, whether they are in huma-
nities or in social sciences or in natural
sciences, should be socially oriented.
That is, the fruits of research must be-
come useful for yielding further pro-
gress to the society. This should be one
of the guiding principles of the re-
search activities, because I know from
personal experience—I do not want to
quote any percentage—that the over-
‘whelming number of the research pro-
fects of our Universities, are just wasted
effort, are just useless. Gathering mate-
rials here and there or simply going to
sthe library is not research work. It nei-
ther enriches knowledges nor can it give
anything to society,

I am very sorry you have cut down
my time. I did not know that I have
ito speak only for half an hour. I would
plead with the Government to take
necessary steps immediately so that all

kinds ot inequalities in the matter of | graricg 2

enrolment, in the matter of promotion,

in the matter of selection of schools for | -

grants ,in the matter of scholarships, all
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sorts of inequalities, favouritism, so that
all these things disappear. We must
have a common school system. We must
do away with the existing public school
system. I accept model schools but not
this public type which creates a new
class of people who live at a higher
level. Therefore, T want a complete
change in these policies, enrolment
policy, promotion policy, recognition
policy, eic., so that the disparity and
inequality that are existing today in the
educational field may disappear.

With these words 1 commend my re-
sofution to the House.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : There
is one amendment.

SHRI MAN SINGH VARMA (Uttir
Pradesh) : Sir, I move :

“That in line 3 of the Resolution,
for the words “and national integra-
tion”, the words ‘national integration
and national character’ be substitut-
ed.”

The questions were proposed.
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SHRI N. R. CHOUDHURY
(Assam) : Mr, Deputy Chairman, '1
stand to support the motion. I quite
agree with the mover that education
must have a clear objective. In our coun-
try the system of education that we
have is practically a system which was
introduced by the British rulers only to
produce some clerks or some bureaun-
cratic officials, only to help their ?d-
ministration here, and not for imparting
any training to our people as to how to
build our society or to build up our
pation as a whole. Practically we are fol-
lowing the same system of education
after our independence, The main inten-
tion behind our struggle for freedom
was to achieve freedom or Swaraj and
not this independence which we have

today.

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V. B.
RAJU), in the Chair}
Today we are independent, but we are
not free. There is a difference between
freedom and independence because we
believe that anything that is foreign is
better than anything that is indigenous.
This is our way of thinking even after
24 years of our independence.

I am quite in agreement with the
mover that our education must be given
a clear-cut objective. It must have a
clear-cut purpose. What should be
that purpose? In our country it was
said by our sages that a man when 1'1e
is born belongs to Sudra community in
the sense that he has no culture. He
is just a raw material. It is through
education which is meant for Samskara
that he becomes ‘Dijo’. That was the
objective. He is developed into the
best quality man who can serve the
country to the best of his ability. That
was the objective of education in our
country in the earlier days. But when
the British people came here, we also
got ourselves more or less Europeanised

[RAJYA SABHA]
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and we thought that everything that was
European was good. We also adopted the
system which they intreduced here for
their own benefit and not for the benefit
of the country or nation. But even after
they left us, we are still continuing
the same educational policy. As a
result what has happened? We have Iot
of Doctors, we have Jot of Engineers
and we have lot of Graduates and Mas-
ter Degree holders; but we have no man.
Once Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru la-
mented that the country was in need
of man. The educaticnal system that
we have today can create some clerks,
Doctors and Engineers, though some
people doubt the ability of these Engi-
neers and Doctors who come out of
our universities. But we have no man. So
what we find in schools are teachers
who are interested only in their salary
and not in the education of the child-
ren. In different departments we find
officers—IAS and ICS—who are not
doing their duty. Their only intention
is to draw their salary and to make ex-
tra money and enjoy life. There is no
national objective before them. No-
body who is placed in any position 1s
doing his duty properly. That is our
problem. And we cannot get out ot
it until and unless we create some peo-
ple at least who are dedicated to the
cause of the nation. That dedication
can come only throcugh education and
our mover has rightly said that educa-
tion must have some definite purpose
or objective and I am in full agree-
ment with the objective that he has pla-
ced before us. With that end in view,
our educational system must be over-
hauled, Sir, He gave two definitions.
One is that it creates a rational outlook
which will suppress or eliminate the
base emotions of a man and to direct
the healthy emotions jnto creative chan-
nels. That is what the definition js
which is in conformity with the defini-
tion given by Swami Vivekananda.
Sir, Swami Vivekanands said that edu-
cation is the manifestation of the divi-
nity already in man and I think my
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friend from the Opposition who spoke

earlier would also agree with the s'aid
definition that education is the mamf.e-
station of the divinity in man. So, Sir,
if we can have that kind of manifesta-
tion among our younger generation, then
this country is sure to Pprogress argd
this country is sure to have a place in
the world, is sure to have a place in
the comity of nations, which is what
our forerunners were advocating.

Now, Sir, 1 want to say something
about the textbooks. Today, in our
secondary education, in our primary
education, the textbooks that we are
giving to our young people are back-
dated, are out of date, are obsolete and
are not at all in tune with the ideas ac-
cording to which our national leaders
are trying to build up the country. To-
day, Sir, our school-going boys read
some stories about jackals, about foxes
and such other things and the morals
that they are trying to preach through
these stories are also backdated and
these textbooks are so oriented that the
present need of the country is not ven-
tilated through these textbooks. Our
boys should acquire a new set of values,
new set of objectives, and only then
they would be ready to take up res-
ponsibilities when they become major
and lead the country to progress.

With these words, Sir, I support the
Resolution.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V.
B. RAJU): Yes, Mr. Balachandra
Menon.

SHRI BALACHANDRA
(Kerala) : Sir, I welcome this Resolu-
tion. But, Sir, I do not know whe-
ther we are serious about it and whe-
ther this will be another pious resolu-
tion, one of the various pious resolu-
tions that we have passed. I think this
too will be one among them and noth-
ing more, because we know that we
only talk much and we do not do
anything. We do not have the cou-
rage. Now, if such a resolution is

MENON
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taken seriously, it means that we are
going to break away from the past. In
a country where we speak of socialism,
in a country where we speak of secula-
rism, what do we see? We see that
schools are maintained by various reli-
gious institutions. We know how the
Christian community, the Muslim com-
munity and the Hindu community try
to desperately to have their hold on our
young men and their minds. You en-
courage it. There also you have the
mixed set-up as you are having in your
economic field. Yes. As in your eco-
nomy, so also in your education, you
are not serious. However much you
may preach about democracy and socia-
lism, however much you people are not
worried because they know you are not
serious. You do not have the courage
10 get away from the old moorings, be-
cause it requires a certain amount of
revolutionary courage. And we have
not built up that courage. It is this
young man who comes from college, it
is this young men who come from
school, who is questioning everything,
who is questioning the Minister, ques-
tioning the Vice-chancellor and the col-
lege authorities because he knows he has
wasted 15 to 18 years in the colleges. He
says, “I am going to challenge it”. He
has spent a good deal of his lifetime in
the college and when he comes out he
is unfit for the great social change we
want to bring about. He is an outsider.
The youth is not ready. This is the
education that we have given to them!
They are not good at production, they
are not good at industries or in the agri-
cultural field. They are good as over-
seers, professors and nothing else. They
can be engineers who can supervise any
other man doing a job. They cannot
do a job. Our old religion taught us
that the work has to be done by the
Sudras. He is the successor to that
idea. I am not a blind worshipper of
the past. 1 am proud of my country.
1 am proud of some of the great tea-
chers of the past. I am proud of that
Rishi who when a question was
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[Shri Balachandra Menon]

asked, “What is the purpose of this
life”, said that “who knows whether he
knows.” I am proud of such past which
poses such questions. But everything
of the past is not great. Let us not look
back to that period. Let us see what
we can do now. Have we prepared
ourselves for the great change that we
want to bring about? We have not,
I am sure.

Now, where should we start? We
must start at the elementary school
stage. The whole education has to be
re-built. The young man must be
proud of being called upon to bring
about the social change. Can we give
him that training? He must be taught
something about history; he must know
something about science; he must know
something about art; he must know
something about culture, dance etc.
Above all must know how to be a good
worker, how to be a good peasant. In
every school we will have to give that
training. Up to the age of 17 or 18
he must have his elementary and high
school education with proper emphasis
on vocational training. There he must
have training which will make him good
enough to do some work when he gets
out. When he comes out of his high
school, he must have at least that tech-
nical knowledge which the present ITI
man or which a diploma holder has. He
must be fit to do a job without any-
body else’s help. The best among
them can go in for higher education. If
you want anyhody to go to the Uni-
versity, if you want to send anybody to
the college, it must be the best among
them, otherwise he must be trained to
be a good workman who should have
some further training and knowledge of
mechanical and electrical engineering
or plant protection, soil study and ani-
mal husbandry. All these should form
part of education that he must have
in the rural and urban areas. Can you
do that? The Education Minister would
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say that he has no money. Even if he
had the money, his department will
not allow him to go the way he wants,
because there are vested interests every-
where. They want that the present sys-
tem must continue. The mixed eco-
nomy requires people who have no
brains. It wants servile wage labour.
The mixed economy requires people
who will only work as wage slaves.
IAnd this is the best education for the
present set up. The one which we have
inherited from the British. Let us now
stop for ever all talk of the revolutionary
changes that we promise to bring about
in our economy. For twenty-five years
we have been talking. This country
spoke, spoke and spoke, but never did
anything. It could not go forward. It
has a crawling economy. It speaks so
much but does little.

This is my complaint about it. So, I
want to point out one or two things
only. What kind of education should be
given? The great religionists have one
idea that man must respect his brother-
man. [ have no quarrel with man’s
religion. General knowledge of all reli-
gions should be there, there is nothing
wrong. The Muslim religion, the Hindu
Vedic Religion and the Christianity—all
speak about how you should treat your
brother-man. So, you could have gene-

~ ral knowledge of all religions, no harm.

Then, emphasis should be laid on the
teaching of history in which we get
glimpses of the unity of the country,
unity of culture and civilization. While
speaking on this Resolution, an hon.
Member was speaking about the outside
conquerors. T know that when the great
Moghuls decided that they were part of
India. a new culture came into being in
India. Not only a new language in the
form of Urdu was given, not only new
art and new architecture came to exist-
ence given but a new civilization was
born. Yes, this is what happened and
this was the greatest period of our his-
tory. So it is essential that we should
know abouf our country and about the



193 Re Complete overhaul

heroes who have worked for it. Our
boys must know about the past. They
must know the history of our freedom
movement. Very few people speak
about Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi and the
Muslim boy who died along with him
for the sake of Hindu-Muslim unity. 1
have not heard any Congress member
speak about them. I have not heard
anyone speak about these heroes. We
do not speak about them nowadays.
There are great things done by our ordi-
nary people. How did it happen?
When riots were there, when Muslims
and Hindus were killing one another, it
is with the sacrifice of Ganesh Shankar
Vidyarthi and the Muslim boy who died
along with him that the riots were
stopped. It is the sacrifice of a Hindu
and a Muslim that worked for the unity
of the country. How little all of us
have spoken about it? How many of
our boys know about them? Therefore,
Sir, inspiring examples of the young
brave boys who in everyday life perform
such great deeds should be set up as
examples. So too the examples of heroes
of labour who increase the wealth of

our country.

Education should be given a new out-
ook, i.e., love and respect for work.

This Government was not able to
bring out even the book ‘Glimpses of
World History’ by Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru as a text book. I am asking why?
Is it because of the fear that some reli-
gions and educational institutions would
not like it? Is it because the Muslim
institutions and the Hindu and Chris-
tian institutions would not welcome it?
Tt speaks of the modern life, of the unity
of the country, the unity of the various
cultures of the world, of secularism of
the great revolutions and so on. All
those who stand for the past do not
like it.

Then, why not have the “Man’s Word-
1y Goods” as another text-book, That is
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a good book. It gives you the idea
about how wealth is produced. Also,
why not have the ‘Glory that was India’
by Bhasam as a non-detail text? These
are some of the books which would ins-
pire us in building up really a new so-
ciety, These are the great books that will
change the young and prepare the youth -
for the role that he and his country has
to play. . .

A - - i

v e

I would plead with you to build up
education from down below. Make the
‘boy’ respect work. People were divid-
ed into four varnas and was laid down
that only the last among them should
work. Their outlook must change; and
that can change only if we make every-
body respect work. The new genera-
tion has to be trained up for the tech-
nological revolution the modern age
is bringing about. But we should
also not forget that our idea is
not to turn ourselves into machines,
That js the other danger and that
is what we see in advanced capita-
list countries today. Recently, I was
reading somewhere where they were dis-
cussing the role of the modern manage-
ment in industries. They were trying to
make all sorts of studies and now they
say that we go back to Aristotle, Plato
and Rousseau and learn from the
teachers of the past. It was because they
had become part of a machine and they
wanted only increased  productivity,
more and more production and nothing
more than that. They had forgotten
man. They built the machine and filled

man into it. All development is possible
if we do not give up the general educa-

tion with special emphasis on demo-
cratic and cultural values. We should
also emphasise on the aspects of the
modern technical education which must
build up the modern man, who must be
the leader ot the coming revolution.
We have, therefore, to prepare the ‘boy’
for that—prepare him to rebuild our
country.
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DR. R. K. CHAKRABARTI (West
Bengal) : Sir, in support of the Resolu-
tion moved by Shri Bipinpal Das, I '
would like to say a few words.

In the field of education what we find
today is complete chaos. There is no
logic, there is no system, there is no real
thinking and nobody even cares to ap-
ply the mind seriously and suggest reme-
dial measures through concrete
Let us look at the picture of education
as it is today in our country. The whole
field of education may be divided into
certain broad groups, primary, secon-
dary, college, university and professional
studies, Now it is strange that even at
the primary and secondary level we do
not have a common curriculum through-
out the country. In some States we
have 10 vyears of schooling, in some
other parts of the country we have 11
years of schooling. Even in the same
State some schools are having 10 years
with a one-year pre-university course,
while some schools follow the 11-year
system. Now if we look at the Secon-
_dary Boards, in our State of West Ben-
gal the Secondary Board is handling
more than a lakh of students who take
their examination. Do you think it is
humanly possible to conduct examina-
tions for more than a lakh of boys and
publish the results in time and what
sort of an examination can be conducted
by a single Board sitting at Calcutta?
If you look at the conditions in our
schools, except the Government schools
and some of the schools run by the mis-
sionary people, most of the schools are
limping forward virtually without any
resources. They cannot afford to hire
good teachers, they do not have libra-
ries, they do not have laboratories, they
do not have good open space for play-
ground or for extra-curricular activities.
And look at the salary given to these
teachers. The primary schools teachers
and secondary school teachers draw a
salary which is even less than the salary
that a peon gets tn Government service.
My hon. friend in the Opposition just
talked about the rotten people of the

[RAJYA SABHA]

steps.

of educatio al system 196

of the country

| society coming forward to take up the
: teaching profession and the best boys

going for IAS and ICS jobs. Why not?
‘ Why should people go for a job of
Rs. 110 after becoming a First Class
First in M. Sc. ? It was also pointed
out that teachers take up private tuition,
Why cannot the teachers accept private
tuition? Do you think he is capable of
+ living on a salary of Rs. 110 ? It is not
possible

So, we cannot blame them. We can-
not pay them very little with which
they cannot maintain their families. At
the same time we cannot expect good
work from the teacher. We talk about
the socialist countries, Have you been
to Russia? The highest paid people are
the teachers over there. A university
professor draws a salary which is more
than the highest salary paid in the Gov-
ernment Service, So, these things should
be kept in mind. We should not always
harp on the idea that we are still living
in the age of Gurus and Sishyas. It is
true that they had a plain living, but
I think we cannot do in that manner in
the modern society. If I have my own
children, 1 cannot ask them to take
nothing but simple food when my neigh-
bours, who are lawyers or doctors or
practise any other profession or are in
business, they are enjoying their whole
life. And we ask our teachers to live
on a meagre sum and expect their
children to grow up in that manner. We
cannot expect such a type of living in
these modern times.

Now let us look at the number of days
for which the schools work in a school-
year. In most of the schools in this
country we are having hardly 120 to
130 working days. Again we are getting
a peculiar situation. A school teacher
is responsible for teaching his students.
But who is going to set up the questions
for the examination? The paper-setters
are mostly college teachers, university
teachers who do not have any contact
with the students. They are given a
printed syllabi by the School Boards,
and on the basis of the printed syllabi
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they set the questions for the examina-
tion. But they do not know how much
of the syllabi or what portion of the
syllabi has been covered in the different
schools in the State, Now, coupled with
this, when a boy looks at the employ-
ment situation in the whole country, he
becomes frustrated, and he becomes
callous, and that is why we are getting
the practice of mass-copying and other
malpractices, because they want to get
out of the school or collage as quickly
as possible, by any means.

In the field of college education the
Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta Univer-
sity made a statement and he said, “We
should go back to our ten-year school
system to be followed by two years of
Intermediate college course and then we
should have two years for the Pass
Degree course and three years for the
Honours Degree course.” How, the
universities are autonomous bodies. Sup-
pose the Calcutta University today im-
plements this decision and we have many
other universities in the same State and
they are following the old path of three
years’ Degree course for both Pass and
Honours, then what will happen? We
will create more chaos in the whole
educational system by doing it like this,
one university acting independently and
going in one direction, and another
university going in another direction.

Now I will give two more examples
before I try to conclude my talk,. We
talk about disparities in income, and on
the floor of this House we have talked
s0 many times about the disparities in
the income of individuals and have said
that it should not be more than eight
times or ten times and so on. Have we
ever talked about the disparities in the
sanction of grants to the different educa-
tional institutions, disparities between
the pampered institutions or the rich
institutions and the poor institutions in
this country? I will give you one con-
crete example. In the Jadavpur Univer-
sity, in one Department, in the Mecha-
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nical Engineering Departmet, there are
sixty teachers of whom forty are con-
ducting research work and doing post-
graduate work. They are sanctioned a
sum of Rs. 4 lakhs for the Plan period,
for the Fourth Plan period which will
go up to 1974. Now, in comparison
with this, in one University in Delhi, in
one small Department the Departmental
Head asked the Director how much
money he could spend for buying equip-
ment. And he has been told that “sky
is your limit”, And with one stroke of
the pen he has ordered equipment worth
Rs. 15 lakhs, the major portion of which
is in foreign exchange. Is it not a dis-
parity in the field of education?

Another aspect is the admission test
which is being conducted by many LLT.
and by some other engineering institu-
tions in this country. And after taking
the admission test they arbitrarjly set a
minimum number of marks, say, 240
out of 500, or 200 out of 500, as the
admission criterion for different courses.
Now, what this is going to give us? In
a certain Department, suppose there are
60 seats, they are taking only 20 or 30
students on the basis of the admission
test, and the rest of the seats are remain-
ing vacant for the whole period. Are
we going to waste our money, public
money, in this manner, and dispense
with the students on the plea that they
are sub-standard? How do you know
that these boys are sub-standard? You
are not judging them on their results in
any public examination, on their results
in the Higher Secondary Examination.
You are holding an admission test and
you arbitrarily set a minimum number
of marks as the criterion for admission,
and if the boys get below that, you say
that the boys are sub-standard.

Every year you are changing the
minimum marks, You are not consis-
tent in saying whether thirty per cent or
thirty-five per cent will be the minimum
mark. So, I would request the hon.
Education Minister to go deep into this
matter and enquire how many seats
have been filled up in the technical
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institutions in our country and how
many still remain vacant this year.

It is very easy to criticse the system,
but it is difficult to give concrete sugges-
tions. My humble submission is this.
I have been in the teaching profession
for the last twenty-four years of which
1 spent three years in a foreign univer-
sity. On the very first day in the foreign
university my departmental head came
and gave me forty cards. He said :
“Forty are your students. You teach
them this subject. You examine them.
You grade them and say who are quali-
fied to pass and who are to fail and that
is final,” I have sixteen weeks of solid
class. On the last day of the class, 1
hold the final examination. I hold this
examination after a constant and con-
tinuous assessment. I say, these are the
boys who pass and these are the boys
who fail, and that is final. There was
no controller of examinations. There
was no delay in the publication of re-
sults. My humble submission is this.
My thought may not be exactly correct.
There are many people with many
thoughts which may have to be taken
into account. My view is that in this
country every school must have the
right to issue independently the school
leaving certificate. After ten years of
schooling every school will issue the
school leaving certificate. There should
be a watch-dog committee or an accredi-
tion committee which will go to the
schools periodically and submit their re-
ports to the respective school boards
about the standard of teaching, the qua-
lity of teachers, the staundard of the
laboratories and libraries and say whe-
ther their school leaving certificate will
be recognised or not. When we come
to the question of admission to colleges,
there will be an admission test just like
today we have in our technical and
medical colleges. Only the best boys
according to merit will be admitted to
colleges. The colleges must be autono-
‘mous bodies. They must be permitted
to offer degrees, bachelor’s degrees.
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Then, there must be watchdog com-
mittees or accredition committees of the
universities who will go round these
colleges and say whether their degrees
can be recognised or not. Then, there
should be another admission test for
post-graduate studies, Those who qua-
lify in the admission test will be eligible
to enter any institution for post-graduate
studies in this country. In this man-
ner, unless you make the teacher res-
ponsible for what he is doing, you are
simply asking him to teach his students,
but not giving him the right to exa-
mine the students whom he is teaching.
I teach my students, but I do not know
what the examiner is going to do with
his answer papers and what marks he
will give. Then, some Examination
Boards or Council sits over the results
and says whimsically that it is giving
ten or fifteen grace marks. The re-
sults are published after a delay of six
months or nine months. Previously
after the dissolution of the class three
weeks’ time was given for preparation.
Now, six weeks’' preparation time is
given and the examination takes four
weeks. So, it means six plus four, ten
weeks. Publication of results takes
two or three months. Meanwhile, What
are we going to teach the students?

Lastly, I will conclude by narrating
a story. A long time ago I have seen
a movie named Twelve Angry Men,
There they had twelve jurists for the
trial. After the evidences were taken
all the twelve people were taken into
a room and locked up and they were
asked to give an unanimous verdict of
“Yes” or “No” in respect of the accus-
ed. So long as they did not arrive at
a unanimous verdict they would not be
allowed to come out of the room. If
there is a division, then it is known as
“hung-jury”, and retrial of the cases
are to followed. They had to spend two
or three days without any contact with
the outside world. My humble submis-
sion to the hon. Education Minister
will be that he himself, taking with him
all the State Education Ministers and
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topmost educationists

and some public
should enter Vigyan
Bhavan, stay  there, if  required,
for seven  days, fifteen days or
thirty days, and come out with a com-
prehensive solution which will be im-
plemented throughout the country with-
out any hitch or hindrance. Thank you.

some of the
of our counfry
representatives,

DR. K. MATHEW  KURIAN
(Kerala) : Mr. Vice-Chairman, this dis-
cussion on the resolution is very timely,
I should say, but however I must dis-
agree with the conclusions made by the
mover of this resolution and also by
some Members of the Treasury Benches.
We are being told here by some Mem-
bers of the hon. House that Indian edu-
cation today is mainly colonjal. I do
agree that remnants of the colonial
system still persist in our educational
system, but I must humbly submit that
during the last 25 years the Government
of India through their educational policy
have tried merely to structure the educa-
tional system to suit the development of
capitalism in India. If you really exa-
mine the manner in which the educa.
tional institutions have grown during
the last 25 years, it will be clear
that the character of the ruling Govern-
ment is directly reflected in the educa-
tional policies and the educational sys-
tem. Unlike countries like the Soviet
Union and China which immediately
after the revolution could eradicate
illiteracy almost altogether, in India
after 25 years when we are about to
celebrate 25 years of independence still
76 per cent of the Indian people are
illiterate. With such a dominant level
of illiteracy we are going to celebrate
sur independence. How can we dis-
:uss questions of education without go-
ng into the grassroots of the problem?
Jut of the total outlay on education,
/3rd is spent for higher education,
[/3rd for secondary education, and only
{/3rd for primary education. In a
:ountry with such a high level of illite-
acy T should have thought that the
ight priority is to emphasize education }
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at the lower level and then go up.
Instead we have a completely distorted
policy of investment in education which
emphasizes educational outlay at the top
level. This only proves my contention
that the educational planners and the
bureaucrats sitting in the Ministry of
Education, both at the Centre and in
the States, are primarily concerned in

perpetuating the capitalist system in
which they have some share.

If you look into the total control over
education particularly at the primary
and secondary level and also at the
collegiate level, in many States and
particularly in a State like Kerala a sub-
stantial percenfage of the number of
schools and colleges are controlled by
private agencies. The dominance of
private agencies, some of them are
monied people, some of them are people
who trade in black money, some of the
people are big business people like Tatas
and Birlas—it is they who control a
substantial share of the total outlay on
education. Similarly if you look into
the data of foreign money coming into
our educational system, the American
Foundations and the American Govern-
ment through grants and loans have
really penetrated into our educational
system in a big way. We talk about
national or democratic education. On
the contrary the type of education which
has been developed in the last 25 years
is an anti-national, = anti-democratic
educational system by and large, Natio-
nal values and democratic values are not
being given due importance in the
syllabi and in the educational system
altogether. The caste basis of the Indian
educational system is self-evident.
Bourgeois values, feudal values still
persist in our syllabi. Bourgeois
values of self-enrichment and indivi-
dual ambitions are cultivated through
the syllabuses to the detriment of col-
lective effort and collective good.
Education particularly for the rich

through the public schools in Love-
dale, in Dehra Dun, in Mayo College

and Scindia — these public schools
create an elite class who ultimately end
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up as bureaucrats, administrators,
military officers, managerial people and

big people.

This is a self-perpetuating  system.
One-third of the total money is spent on
higher education which is controlled by
the private agencies, and they are also
controlling education at the top level.
They perpetuate a new elite class which
_would further strengthen and control
the capitalist mode of production. If
you look at the fees, according to a sur-
vey of 26 public schools, they range
from Rs. 2500 to Rs. 5000 per year.
From these public schools these children
go to elite colleges and ultimately they
end up in the IAS and in the big busi-
ness houses. The Tatas and the Birlas
control the educational system, as I
have said earlier. The Tata Educational
Trust finances such schools as the Tata
Tnstitute of Fundamental Research and
the Tata Institute of Social Sciences.
The Birla Education Trust has a whole
university complex at Pilani, besides a
score of schools and other institutions in
big cities like Calcutta and Bombay. In
other words, FEducation reflects the
«character of the Indian State, which is
a character reflecting the interests of the
big monopoly houses which are increas-
ing in collaboration with foreign finance
and they are sharing their power with
the feudal landlords in the rural areas.

Corporation is ramapant in education
today. In my own State of Kerala, 66
to 70 per cent of the colleges are con-
trolled by private managements and they
have held the Government of India and
the State Government to ransom for the
last two months. The great Govern-
ment of India and the State Govern-
ment apparatus cannot deal with the
situation arising in Kerala. Why is it
that they are shivering in their Kknees
when the private managements threaten-
ed that they would close down the
«colleges and implemented their decision
by closing down all the private colleges
in Kerala? Sixtysix to seventy per cent
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of the colleges are closed down for the
last two months, The great Government
of India cannot do anything. Why is
it that they are terribly afraid of the
private managements? And to the best
of my knowledge, not only are they
shivering in their knees but they are pre-
paring behind the back of the people
compromise solutions which are shady
deals, and they will ultimately compro-
mise with the private managements, for
all I know. But on the contrary, I know
that if the Government of India puts
pressure and through the State Govern-
ment’s apparatus makes these manage-
ments bow down, we will support the
Government on that; our support, the
people’s support will be forthcoming if
the Government stands firmly and con-
trols the private managements which are
really holding the people to ransom.

American institutions and American
money have penetrated into our educa-
tional system. If you really study the
State Department’s documents, a very
clear statement can be seen that accord-
ing to the Government of the United
States of America education is a fifth
dimension of their foreign policy; in
addition to military and diplomatic
channels, economic aid and so on and
so forth, education is now considered
as the fifth dimension of their foreign
policy. Through finance given to Indian
educational institutions, through the so-
called exchange programmes, they think
that they can control Indian education.
P1-480 funds and funds directly given
by the USAID really vitiate our educa-
tioal system. Foundations set up by
American big business such as the Ford
Foundation and the Rockefeller Founda-
tion, they really rule the roost in our
educational system. Ten per cent of the
total expenditure incurred on education
in India is contributed by foreign money
and they have control over education
here. Really, their share is much more
than this figure. American money real-
ly controls every institution. The Indian
Institute of Public Administration which
is supposed to be designed to train
bureaucrats in India receives American



205 Re Complete overhaul

money. The Institute of Parliamentary
and Constitutional Studies gets Ame-
rican money. It is supposed to educate
the people on parliamentary democracy.
And the Indian Institute of Public opi-
nion which is expected to create opinion
among the people gets American money.
The Indian Agricultural Research Insti-
tute gets American money. The Asia
Foundation which has been proved to
be CIA’s friend has recently been ex-
pelled from Ceylon. The all India
Federation of Educational Associations
and the Indian Adult Education Asso-
ciation are also there. The Ford Founda-
tion, according to the figures available
with me for 1955-56 spent Rs. 364 crores
on educational and social reserach and
training for improved administration of
private business practices. The US
Government helped in setting up the
National Institute of Education which,
according to the Government’s own
admission, aims at providing leaders of
Indian education. .

Sir, an institute like the National
Institute of Education, which is expect-
ed to play the crucial role of training
leaders of Indian education, gets Ame-
rican money. A private institution in
America, called the Teachers College,
Columbia University, has been closely
associated with the Nauonal Institute
of Education. It has been getting funds
from its inception upto 1967 from them.
Even in the field of elementary educa-
tion the U.S. Government grants and
loans totalled about Rs. 121 crores. And
this was mainly from PL-480 funds.

Even in Multi-purpose  Secondary
Education, USAID have generously co-
operated by providing the services of
the Ohio State University and set up
four Regional Colleges of Education, in
other words, the strategy of training
future leaders of Indian education, a
strategy which is controlled from behind
the scene by American money, American
experts is the Fifth dimension of their
foreign policy.  What are called the
Multi-purpose schools, by admission of
the Ministry of Education itself, have
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been a failure. The U.S. Government
has spent Rs. 100.18 crores, Adding
insult to injury, the U.S. Embassy has
been infiltrating into our educational
system, and up to December 1969, for
which I have figures with me right here,
they spent Rs. 83.49 crores on “Educa-
tional Exchange Programmes”. On top
of it, though the U.S. Educational
Foundation appears to be a private
foundation, | know it is a friend of the
American State Department. So this is
the level at which the Americans are
operating in our educational system.
They are naturally being helped by the
Indian big business represented by Tatas
and Birlas who themselves have con-
trolled every pie on the educational
system, and they are naturally helped by
managements of private colleges, Chris-
tian managements who are directly in
link with these agents, including the
C.ILA., according to the admission by
the Youth Congress Leaders of Kerala.
The Youth Congress leaders openly
allege that the private managements who
are holding the people and the Govern-
ment to ranson has got the C.ILA. sup-
port. What are the State and the Cen-
tral Government doing about the
Gajendragadkar and various other re-
ports? There are a number of other
reports produced by expert committees,
reports which can fill a whole institute
library, any museum on education any-
where. But what is happening is that
despite all the reports the Government
of India will accept the recommenda-
tions which suit them. And if a report,
even if it is the Gajendragadkar report,
is not palatable to them, they will forget
it. If it is to their advantage they will
swear by it. However, on this question
I will speak on Monday when I speak
on the Delhi University Bill.

Lastly, the entire syllabus for the
primary schools, the secondary schools
and even up to the college level con-
tains feudal and semi-feudal values. I
can understand that the Government is
spending lot of money on Agricultural
Universities, again financed by the Ame-
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ricans to help bring about green revolu-
tion. Suggesting green revolution
through increased production without
solving the problems of landless people
is a wrong strategy. As you know, pro-
duction has failed this year. We are
still in the grips of drought, still in the
grips of monsoon; we have to rely on
monsoon for our agricultural produc-
tion. With emphasis on agricultural
education we have landed in a situation
where the agrarian structure and the
educational system are imbibed by
feudalism. Unless these issues are looked
into, unless the entire educational system
from the primary, from the secondary
to the University level is reconsidered
afresh, not by relying on the discredited
policies of the last 25 years, no improve-
ment is possible. At least on the eve
of the 25 years of independence, we
should, with all humbleness, with humi-
- lity accept total failure of our educa-
tional policy during the last 25 years.

And the Government should come
forward with a forthright statement that
they will reverse their rotten policies of
the past and re-consider their education
investment policy away from the policy
of giving emphasis at the top to the
neglect of primary and secondary educa-
tion. On the contrary they should re-
structure their investment pattern in
such a manner that primary and secon-
dary school education gets the highest
prority, and only consistent with the
need for removing illiteracy at the base,
only consistent with the objective of
educating our people at large, only
subject to that we should consider
allocations for higher education.  Sir,
it also requires delinking of our educa-
tion policy from the rotten policies in
other fields. Unless the educational
system is considered as part and parcel
of the total socio-economic-political
structure which we are evolving, we will
not be able to solve the real problem.
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_SHRI N. G. GORAY (Maharashtra) :
Sir, I feel that the House will be grate-
ful to my friend, Shri Bipinpal Das,
for having tabled this Resolution which
aims at nothing less than a complete
overhaul of the educational system of
the country and urges upon the Govern-
ment to take early and necessary steps
in that direction.

Sir, we have been discussing this Re-
solution for the last two hours, rather
three hours, and you must have noticed
that everybody has expressed the deep
concern and anxiety that he is feeling
about the educational system. It means
that we worried about the future gene-
ration. What is to happen to our sons
and daughters ? Sir, it will have to be
admitted that this anxiety is not mis-
placed . There is hardly any university
or educational institution in this country
which has not witnessed untoward in-
cidents, where the best and the foremost
amongst our educationists have not
been humiliated, ridiculed, gheraoed.
So, Sir, it is really a question that must
deserve our urgent attention. But, as
soon as we try to touch that problem
we find that it is bristling with difficul-
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ties. During the last 25 years, we
have neglected this subject, Not that
there were no committees who were
specially constituted to go into it and
make their own recommendations. Com-
mittee after committe was there.  But
somehow it has happened that it has
not been possible for Central Govern-
ment or the State Governments to imple-
ment these recommendations and now
our educational system has become a ve-
ritable jungle of problems. Our Educa-
tion Minister must be a very courageous
and bold man indeed if he were to claim
that during his regime he would clear
the jungle. It is almost impossible, be-
cause we have neglected it for the last
25 years. There has not been a deter-
mined policy which we pursued oursel-
ves and asked the States to pursue. We
have not tried to weed out those ele-
ments which were always coming in
the way of removing those hurdles, which
were making it impossible for us to pur-
sue any policy. Therefore, Sir, if we
really want to overhaul the educatio-
nal system, a tremendous effort, a de-
termined effort, will have to be put in-
to it and I do not know whether the
Central Government is in any mood
to do it.

Sir, as the mover of the Resolution
has pointed out, it is a multi-faceted
problem. The examination system is
there, the structure is there, the quest-
tion of fees is there, and the question
of textbooks is there. Numerous prob-
lems are there and at every turn
you find that you come up against
a hurdle which it is difficult to nego-
tiate,

Sir, I will not deal with all these
problems. But, if we accept that the
object of the educational system is to
create a new man, a new mental out-
look, a new attitude, then, Sir, as far
as I am concerned, personally I will not
fight shy of the word ‘regimentation’.
There will have to be some regimen-
tation. If you do not like that word, use
the word ‘orientation’.
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I have no objection to that. If you
really want to discard some of the old
systems, if you really want to have what
to have what my friend, the mover of
the Resolution has called Socialism,
Democracy and Secularism, how will
it be possible to fit all these revolutio-
nary ideas info the system that we have
inherited ? This whole system was ne-
ver created for this. The whole system
had certain objectives. It was created
by the British for their own ends and
if we try to fit into that system the
whole new set of ideas, as fundamentally
different from the old system as Secula-
rism, Democracy and Socialism, I
think it will be an impossible task.
Therefore, right from the primary edu-
cation to the University education the
whole educational system, the text
books, the teaching, everything will have
to be reoriented. Are we ready to do
that ? It is really a challenge to us, of
this generation, who want to re-orient
the existing system.

Sir, we talk about secularism. What
does it really mean ? We talk of natio-
nal integration. What do we mean ?
If you really want to have it, is it
possible to achieve national integration
in every town, every city, where there
are educational institutions, where there
are hostels, where there are scholarships
of various denominations? ‘This is a
hostel for Jain boys ; this is a hostel for
Sikhs; this a hostel for Muslims; this is
a hostel for Brahmins’, All the life of
a student is spent in that narrow circle
of a community, and in all for two or
three hours in a day the boys and girls
move together in the school or college,
where you want to give them this new
value of secularism and all the other
things. How is that possible ?

Therefore, a very simple question I
would like to ask the Minister, that is,
the Central Government is: Are we
really honest when we say that we want
to bring about national integra-
tion? The first thing we shall have
to do is to abolish all the denominational
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schools, colleges, scholarships, etc. You
have to have an integrated society where
this class consciousness will not obtain.

In a city like Poona which is known
for its educational establishments, the
municipal schools are as if reserved for
the 4th class workers, labourers and so
on. Then there are some private scho-
ols where admission is only for boys and
girls who get more than sixty per cent
of the marks. Then you will find public
schools where the medium is through
English. You will find that they are
patronised exclusively by people who
may be ministers or who may be pre-
sidents of district local boards or who
may be coming from the IAS or ICS or
executive cadres, because fees are such
that no other student can hope to go
there. And those students who go to
such institutions naturally obtain a class
orientation. Sir, in a city like Poona
you will find that municipal schools are
no schools at all. There no education
is given. The teachers are absent. The
examinations are nominal. And if you
really examine a 7th class boy you
will find that he does not deserve to
sit even in the second class. This is
the whole thing. Then there is mass
copying, this and that. You know all.
the scandals.

Therefore I say that if you really
want to tackle this problem you may not
be able to tackle all the problems at
the same time—you will have to begin.
somewhere. You will have to wam
the States that no fooling will be al-
lowed. This policy will have to be got
through. Have you got this determina-
tion 7 Even this modest Bill trying to
modify some of the provisions of the-
Aligarh Muslim University Bill, about
which a storm has been raised. And [
am quite sure that if you bring a Bill
about the Hindu University at Banaras
yet another storm will come. If you
want to have a Muslim University, a
Hindu University, a Jain University
and so on with what face are you going-
to face the future? It is not possible. We
are trying to create a jungle and when



217  Re Complete over haul

[4 AUG. 1972]

of educational system

218
of the country

“the jungle grows thick we say, “Well, we | pens to a Muslim boy. There is no

cannot do anything at all”. Therefore, I
would like to point out to the Minister
that, if he is going to intervene at all, let
him not say “All right, we are going
to appoint a committee” because that
is the easiest way of getting out of a
problem. I am afraid he will assure
us that a committee is being appointed
to go into all these difficulties.

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION,
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE
(PROF. S. NARUL HASAN) : That
3 won’t do.

SHRI N. G. GORAY : Thank you
very much. I would beg of him, let
him select two, three four or five—a
certain number—problems. Let him
identify them and let him decide bow the
Central Government will tackle those
problems no matter whatever objections
may be raised by any State—whether it
is Kerala or U. P. or Bihar. That is
the only way to go about it. The States
must become aware of this fact that edu-
cation is going to be a Central subject,
Central subject in the sense that the
‘Central is going to get itself involved
deeply in education and it will not allow
the States to go their own way, as
they like. Unless this sort of new ori-

entation is there it will become very
difficult.

My friend rightly pointed out that
you will have to prepare new text books.
Right. What do you want to teach in
history ? I come from Maharashtra and
I have no hesitation in saying that the
way history is being taught there is not
proper. At least when I was a student
we thought the whole history of India
for the last one thousand years was
nothing but a continuous struggle and
confrontation between the Muslims and
the Hindus. Having spent my boyhood
years like that if you expect at the end
of it that I should have friendship
with the Muslims, I should look at all
the problems in a non-communal manner
it is impossible because my mind is al-
ready moulded; and the same thing hap-

contact between us at all. I openly
confess that though I am staying in
Poona for the last sixty years I have
no muslim friend, Why? Because the
Muslims are apart, I am apart. Only
on a platform we meet when there is a
National Integration meeting and we
speak from the same platform. That
is all. Shivaji for us means resurgent
Hinduism. Shivaji for us means one
who fought with Aurangazeb and Auran-
gazeb for us simply means everything
that was evil, That is how you teach his-
tory, When we talk of Panipat we al-
ways think “Oh! We have lost”.

Yesterday Mr. Abu Abraham told us
to have a cricket match between the
Pakistani and Indian teams. If such a
match were to take place, I can tell
you, it will be difficult to manage it.
It is a very bright idea but, 1 tell you,
it may bring about balf a dozen com-
munal giots. If the match is played
here and the Hindus win, no communa-
lism. But if the Muslims win, ] am
quite sure there will be trouble. And
the same thing will happen if the Hin-
dus go to Pakistan and the match is
played there.

You know what Bhuito told the hoc-
key players there—it is there in today’s
papers. “Your main aim is to defeat
India. If you come back victorious
there are prizes for you but if you are
defeated you will be sent to jail.” That
is what he has said. Look here how is it
possible to bring about national integra-
tion ?

SHRI MAHAVIR TYAGI (Uttar
Pradesh) : May be a humorous remark.

SHRI N. G. GORAY : Humour also
reveals what we have in mind; humour
is not unconnected with your deeper
thoughts. Therefore Sir, I am saying
that this is the atmosphere in which
you have to fashion your new genera-
tion. I have always told my Maharash-
trian friends because now I can speak
openly to them. They know that I do

7
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not share their views on history. Now,
whenever there is a story told about
Shivaji Maharaj it is said that a daugh-
ter-in-law of a Muslim Sardar fell in-
to his hands and he sent her back with
honour and he said that if my mother
had been so beautiful as you are 1
would have been also a handsome man.
You go into the historical records, you
will find no proof because no such
event ever happened, but it is in every
text-book, this story about the daughter-
in-law of the Subedar of Kalyan, 1
tell my Maharashtrian friends that
though this is fiction, a myth. It is a good
thing; it shows how noble shivaji was.
That way it is all right but don’t you
remember that the daughter-in-law of
Shivaji was in the hands of Auranga-
zeb for years, she and her son who
became the Chhatrapathi after the
death of Aurangazeb and he never tou-
ched them. Do the historians and the
text-books tell this that Aurangzeb trea-
ted both Shivaji’s grand-son and his
mother with affection? No, because
you want to project a particular image
of Aurangzeb. That is the trouble.
Therefore it is a very ticklish problem.
If you want to amend the text-books
like that there will be protests. People
will say no, this cannot be tolerated.

Therefore you will have to have courage;
you will have to face this position
and revise the text-books. There I am

saying this question of orientation comes
in; some people may call it regimen-
tation. I say that without that sort of
thing it will not be possible to raise
our new generation. After all, in In-
dia we have been observing this caste
system. Do you mean to say that with-
out regimentation this came into being
without our being told that a particular
man is not to be touched ? Do you
mean to say it would have been possi-
ble without regimentation to create a
whole class of pariahs?  That would
not have been possible, So our forefa-
thers also practised regimentation be-
cause they wanted to create a chatur-
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varna system. It might have been good
for them; it is no longer good for us.
We want to create a new system where
not only those who belong to Hinduism
are to be assimilated but those who are
outside Hinduism are also to be assimi-
lated in national integration. Therefore
I say we will have to go deeper into
it; we will have to follow a determined
policy and for that, Sir, we will have
to have a Minister who will be there in
his position for at least two or three
years. Otherwise my friend here will say,
all right, I am going to do it and next
month he will not be there and the new
Minister will say, I will have to consider
the problem ab initio and so it would
go on. I wish what the mover of the Re-
solution has told today will lead to a new
orientation in education, which will do
away with all the problems that are
bedevilling the whole educational sys-
tem and endangering the future of our
new generation.

DR. M. R. VYAS (Maharashtra) :
It is rather late in the day and speakers
before me have already raised sevefal
points and I would not like to be char-
ged with repetition.

First of all I would like to congratu-
late the mover of the Resolution for

the excellent spirit which his Resolu-
tion reveals. I am afraid this is only
a very small drop in the big ocean of
thoughtlessness on this very vital ques-
tion in the nation’s progress. When we
talk of education I am always reminded
of an incident that I had the experience
to go through, and that was at the end
of the last War, when I was in a prison
camp along with several top scientists
from Germany. All of us were com-
pletely without anything, without even
a thing like pen, not to talk of any
other aids of life. Now, at one of the
hearings a British officer questioned
one of the German scientists along with
me. He asked, “When do you think
Germany will rise again?” The Ger-
man scientist very boldly said, “Sir, give
us five years of freedom and we will
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show to you that we are ahead of you.”
I was surprised at this challenge and
asked him how he was so confident of

“"his country’s future, He said, “They
have taken your pen and they have
taken my pen. They have taken my
shirt and probably they have taken your
shirt too. But something they have
not taken from us and that is the brain”,
I very much agreed there because as
you know the history within ten years
after the day of i'edemption—that came
to Germany in 1947—this country over-
took Britain in the race for economic
development and in several other things.
And 1 always remember these words
what we call the miracle of Japan and
the miracle of Germany. What was this
miracle ? Having experienced the start
of this miracle I always think that a
very great share of that miracle goes
to the credit of a very simple thing cal-
led ‘education’.

Coming to the question of Indian
education I am afraid the roots of the

malady are very deep and they are as
deep as 150 years.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
B. V. RAIU) : You can continue your
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1t
is § o'clock now,

Secretary will read the Message
from the Lok Sabha,

MESSAGE FROM THE LOK SABHA
THE PAYMENT oF GRATUITY BILL, 1972

SECRETARY : Sir, I have to re-

port to the House the following mes-

sage received from the Lok Sabha
signed by the Secretary of the Lok
Sabha :—

“In accordance with the provisions
of Rule 96 of the Rules of Proce-
dure and Conduct of Business in Lok
Sabha, I am directed to enclose
herewith the Payment of Gratuity
Bill, 1972, as passed by Lok Sabha
at its sitting held on the 3rd August,
1972.”

Sir, I lay the Bill on the Table.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
V. B. RAJU) : The House stands ad-
journed till 11 A.M. on Monday.

The House then adjourned
at five of the clock till eleven
of the clock on Monday, the
7th August, 1972,



