
RAJYA SABHA [27 April, 2005] 

Providing shelther to shelterless rural poor 

3679. DR. RADHAKANT NAYAK: Will the Minister of RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government is aware of the number of shelterless rural poor 

of the country; and 

(b) if so, what steps Government is taking to provide shelter to these 

poor people within a stipulated time; and to build Indira Awas Yojana for 

the SCs/STs, who happen to be the poorest of the poor and are almost 

entirely shelterless in the country? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT (SHRIMATI SURYAKANTA PATIL): (a) and (b) 

Requirement of houses for the Below Poverty Line (BPL) families of rural 

areas is estimated on the basis of the data made available in the Office in 

the Registrar General of India. As per Census 2001, the housing shortage 

in rural areas is about 148.33 lakh. Under Indira Awas Yojana, financial 

assistance is provided for construction of houses to the shelterless BPL 

families in the rural areas since 1985-86. Initially, the Scheme was only for 

BPL families belonging to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. The 

benefit of the scheme has been extended to other BPL households of rural 

areas from 1993-1994. At present minimum 60% of the funds are utilized 

for SCs/STs rural poor and upto 40% for other BPL rural families. The 

selection of beneficiaries under the Indira Awas Yojana is made from Below 

the Poverty Line (BPL) rural families with the approval of Gram Sabha. 

Setting up of knowledge centres in every village 

† 3680. SHRI UDAY PRATAP SINGH: 

 SHRI RAVULACHANDRASEKAR REDDY: 

Will the Minister of RURAL DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is proposed to set up a knowledge centre in every village 

of the country before the 60th Anniversary of Independence Day, if so, the 

details thereof and the facilities to be offered by the knowledge centres; 

(b) the number of villages covered under the scheme so far, State-wise; 

(c) whether it is feasible to set up knowledge centres in such a short 

time; and 

(d) if so, the number of villages to be covered by the scheme before 

target date, State-wise? 

†Original notice of the question was received in Hindi. 
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