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RAJYA SABHA

Saturday, the 3rd June, 1972/the 13th
Jyainha 1894 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the clock, MR
CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

CALLING ATTENTION TO A MATTER OF
URGENR PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

REPORTED ACUTE SHORTAGE OF CEMENT IN
THE COUNTRY

SHRI SWAISINGH SISODIA (Madhya
Pradeshd) : Sir, | beg to call the attention of
the Minister of Industrial Development to the
reported acute shortage of cement in the
country particularly for agricultural purposes.

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THB
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT (PROF. SIDDHESHWAR PRASAD) :
Sir, the cement industry in the country has at
present an instollod capacity of 19.5 million
tonnes per annum, spread over 50 Units. The
production of cement during 1971 was 14.9
million tonne* and except for marginal
shortage of cement in certain areas, no serious
complaints have been received from the other
parts of the country.

Normally during the period May to
September every vyear, local shortage of
cement arises in certain regions in the country
due to diversion of railway wagons for the
movement of foodgrains. This year production
of cement has also been affected due to closure
of a factory in the eastern region as well as
inadequate supply of power to certain factories
situated in Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat etc. One
or two factories have also complained about
shortage of coal due to transport Bottleneck.

During the first quarter of this year
(January to March, 1972), there has been short
supply of railway wagons for the movement of
cement. During the first quarter of last year
(1971), the despatch of cement by rail was
29,49 lakh tonnes, which has fallen to 29.12
lakh tonnes during the first quarter of the
current year even though the production has
gone up. Factories situated on the South-

Eastern Railway were

public importance

severely affected as (hey obtained only 56%
of the wagons indented by them. Conse-
quently supplies to the eastern region in-
cluding West Bengal and Assam were affe-
cted. Imposition of movement restrictions on
certain routes have also affected supplies, for
example, to Delhi.

In order to improve the supply position
permission has been granted in appropriate
cases to factories situated in distant areas to
arrange supplies even, if necessary, over
dearer routes at a higher freight. More liberal
movement by road is also being permitted and
also by rail-cum-mad. Railway authorities
have been requested to step up the supply of
wagons. Supply of cement through coastal
shipping is also being considered. Actual
movement of 10,000 tonnes has taken place to
West Bengal from the surplus Southern
Region.

With a view to preventing the exploitation
of shortage of cement, the Delhi Ad-
ministration has also issued an Order on the
28th April, 1972, bringing cement under the
purview of the Delhi Specified Articles (Price
Control) Order, 1971, fixing the retail price of
cement in the Union Territory of Delhi.
Similar measures for regulating the retail
distribution and sale of cement may be taken
by other State Government where shortage is
experienced.

To prevent the occurrence of shortage of
cement on account of transport bottlenecks,
the creation of cement dumps near scarcity
areas is also being pursued actively in
consultation with Railways.

As a long term measure to improve the
cement supply position, the augmentation of
capacity for cement manufacture is also being
encouraged. An additional capacity of 7
million tonnes by way of new units and
expansion of old units has been licensed or
approved and the approval of a further
capacity of 6.7 million tonnes is also under
various stages of examination.

SHRI SWAISINGH SISOD1A : Is the
honourable Minister aware that in Madhya
Pradesh cement bags are sold from Rs. 2 to Rs. 4
more than the rate fixed and the stockists are
hoarding cement bags and selling openly at
higher prices ? What are the steps which the
Coverment of India is thinking of taking
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[Shri Swaisingh Sisodia] in order to meet the
growing demand of cement and how will the
hardships of the consumers in general and
agriculturists in particular due to non-availability
of cement at reasonable prices be solved ?

PROF. SIDDHESHWAR PRASAD : As |
have pointed out just now, as far as the question
of shortage is concerned, firstly, there is no
shortage of cement. If at all the shortage is due
to non-availability of wagons. From Madhya
Pradesh Government till today we have not
received any complaint regarding shortage of
cement. Further, if Madhya Pradesh feels that
there is any shortage or there is any over-
charging of price, then like Delhi Administration
they are also empowered to take such steps
which they think are necessary for regulating the
price.

"Supply of Railway wagons to cement

wt qmEwt s gnr (fegr):
sam & wfwr fea fe @3 499 &
F41 § w1y @iz A wfzard § alw
A9 Ty & Fo faead 2 <l &) ol

¥oT A9 ®1 FA A OF FIAT WA
& gru &y af 3 fw @ q09 ) #A) &
Froor qa7 feafy &0 oy woedE ¥ oY
st q"iE AT F O A faer
2 i wa
industry in the State is very irregular and
erratic. Huge slocks accumulated. Fear lay-
off which may cause serious labour unrest.
Erratic movement of cement also causing
agitation in consumers. Cement is also a
defence item and deserves priority
consideration. Understand Railway Minister
discussing with Chief Ministers speedy
movement of food grains on third June.
Intervention is requested in impressing
cement movement discussions also in ihe
said meeting since cement being Defence and
priority commodity. If special ad hoc
allotment of wagons not made situation may
arise to cause production loss labour lay-off
and other unroit in general.
Honorary Secretary,
Rajastban Chamber."
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at & ag s wgAr g S A @@
avg & A v F, Y WA gEn
nFavErsE 734 & fAr teT & w7 §, o
W WET 9T @ F7 gAY 0FYATA 8
wgr & suw far qrod fower & g -
aiEt &7 | drae, ofr ag) w5 gy ug-
qgogA & w17m 2w 3 faadr @ )
mrazrwar § It qf adf £ § afsy
FeqrEA &1 T FAr § 1 X woORr qq@ET
argar  fw fagre & awws fad § oF
aoA Wiz Tl 9w ¥ Age AIgH
€I qFT gur §, a1 Iq AR A G AT
sqF AAT & A1 A8 | g 3 it oF
Tria fear faedt &1 s g TRt w1
iz a1 £ & ar¥ ¥ fawma 37 faeh
& ¥fes wal qar § fr fagre & o7 e
#1 gt € fawq 3 1 a7 @@ Wl ®FORT
T AT FIR IAA

sro fag m@e s 3 §1 ag opE
€9 ¥ Fa7 F) HHT  FT WAIT Feqrad
FowAr AL A9 F AF0 & o €HE &1
SNE WE Al WA qU1 @ E SEEY
gaz & f& ama %1 wfemd § gt
wArea & sfawifort & @3 417 & gfy-
w1feat § a9 qyg 9T @ wegeT & 4@
%1 & e gt a% wead gan § whwfaw
urqr § AT Adw faq &% @n fan
gar WA & afawifedi § agac
gae fear &

#l ANEEAY qEE ATE KEAITCHRAT
at w15 starg 7ff & a fwar § wfe
7 @17 feqr o feaa feaa & @7
1T A1 | 98 /T 97 |

ve fazsar wqF : 9% A7 gm
e & gaar Afa 5 285 ae ¥ ga
AT A 79§ 97 fagd feadt aa
il
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off aTTEt (39 wEm): #1E
Ffzar agf § wax fedt €aq9. ..

st wamfa : g @ o, § as
WI9FT qET ATAT |

Sto faz sax sz Jua #7 awg &
w1 FzrE §idY § TEF uF I d
TW 27 & wma ¥ qgar g f& @ne
% foq 1971 ad G ga sl a7 am
59 garz 550 g %1 337 frar Afea
Faw 3w za®i fas 5 M 74 gaw
765 wYr 38 Y Adqq § #Er enEa
&1 S0 F09 47 IqE 1 919 FaAy gy g
R F7 5 A 42 gz 474 dam ®
@HE A& qT WAL GIHE T OTEEA
w4 At wr &feArg a3 g f& starzA
#iiz &1 grar § afed daa a4 fwas 4
x9g & T agh ¥ qa1 A W I9AE-
ami Sy Ffer oz 2 s 37 a%
WiEagwar 7d §  gafay wng g A
as favar gagqra A afg s &F §

HAATT 70 o UF 0T § qg 931

[ 3JUNE 1972]

ot f qary fad & e & faa s
FOWT |IA § ) 98 GAT AF G | WEHIL
gl A & fad famc s @ g fw
oY @i A Gy ez § Wz A a3
Gt ma @ it fagre s §
gfasifedi ¥ @F L § qada g€

T wfvan ©1 @ gas are 7 favia faar |
ST WY gw e ag wfga & 3a fa |
qgi IARA-ANA! q71% AT H | |

) FTTEE AW1T ARA - ATHA, HIAT
7z § fe ataee % fao quq & w41 8,
xw gneq &1 faE qar g1 ? er‘rf-ma|
st 3% 9w Al FT W AU WY |

fafaedt mfa &, Y #fade & o @1 |

wEHAT § WX &9 AT #7 faviy g1 awarg
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f& @3 ffasdy gaa9 0 sand § a9y
w1 6l 1 AmT 9T F9q0 11 5T w3
AT FEAI &, A1 7 W Tl g
frasar at a3

ot ANl wm §w e =gy
Aw A w1 A1 farwa A veE
an % ?

st faz'sar mam oind, §ogw
& & IAT 4 9141 f& @y Fw o4
sgi wfzmd grdr 2 agi gna Az sifaw
&1 § & qzg 7 wifvo dme ag=mar ang
udfy 1971 % ad &7...

it wwiafa: g, w wifog 7 @
a2

wt fag av waw: s g, Fifaw e
@& & @ & yeEr azF o Aqz ¥
TEA F WY HIgT 9ZHET AT S |

oft wReAl SO AR - Ay, wK
o1 gaT ag 43 § f%...

st ywrafa: gz 43 srgw, A7 g A
& O @A Ad) 5T A3, A AT

We

o fag 3t game: Aiwa § ag w2
Qa1 f6 37T 4 &1 w5574 qzq ¥
wew § gafau 2w oAw oA @ M
frfas FT 72 & (% vamEr w030 g T e
wER © WegE A OIT O O§/HT g
aar awg &, MoIaF Ao @ wifa w1
wFrgaa 10 = 9fy z9 samar et
7z w3l 2 1 47 10 & 9T 79 sa@r @@=t
WA L@ 2T Ag A% AvaT g Ew
Az & WEIR Al @i A9 W@
Fifae 7 73 & 61T ZF A gHA §aF A0
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| = frz e ganE|
Wz & wieaw & 10,000 za iz
fawA1 51 eqqear F7 |

sit wtarem fag (fazie): shag gard
UF eggeq1 H1 /A 3 |

«ft awafa; gan sAarqr &1 W
a1 27

o} darm fag. =raear F71 A0
ag & 1% wEdAIT w47 A1 A 373 qaT |
ag #44 (7t 3 {5 792 qma w1 %03
ar€ &1 97 ¥ 97 AR T30 FY AU §
a1 a0 F Sy WA TEA g U A og
sAad) ey ¥ fw oy A o€ f-
arf o 77 G%% & AV 48 AFI . FIA &
forn ma T & 21T @ w1 g fwar
qar g ?

it avafy :

CEAR A

o Aaw fedw (397 92er): ey
WA 1 T F30 f5 3enEA F1 wH A7 A
el adi g & s Agar g
am® T ¥ Ry W Tgmmnr  fewie
CECE I GO ST ST L AL T S L
SHTOF TIH FAT E ) Ag A XA & A A7
goavt g s § fao o ¥ w39
g AT g Z

Y SFAET HT WA

A i, fessrs w79 % a@
iz ¥1 FinT agt ¥ 3ast AFF F fau
HIHEC A 9 & 79 Iz F oAy fwogw
gad ¢ {5 s #1 g 4y qfqai @9
& foo i qieq 94 g1ar ¢ ) 90 @
ﬂrarrﬂa'r—"maaﬁqaﬂgw?ﬁm
FErw ¢ A1 g fafasy & @ #@
wiarfzand s34 & fqo 17 @ uAw

t?

off Az’ gw . fiww, wwt Aw
femiee YT goend & qq #7 w4 §, AW
a1 feafa & =90 718 dq 49 &, ggW
faaar iz anfza saar swEm $T @
(Interruption) l_.ﬂq?L # fowwr 3 agi &
wi®T a1 § 934 5 ama—  1969-70
¥ wfite w1 genrea 13.8 fafaaa z7 g
AT 38 | @iz wr fagon fegr

gut1 migfa WY g, 13.70 fafem z-ﬂ

[ RAJYA SADHA |
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ey wiw ot 391 gfF #7 @€, 1970-71
# dwz w1 gard gar 14.3 fafaaq a1
iz 197172 @ #inz &1 gomEa 15
fufaga e g1 w17 graggwar o Fadt
A & AT wIEAIg w7 AT F AR
¥ aqmar | 97 ®FF 31 AT qW &1 A
a7 gigw ¢ fx fogdr famvae & i
INT 412 AF ) BAE AT 98 T WAV
wrafawar @7 fawnr &1 241 991, o
FT wraEFAHI A1 Gin % (a0

TH G AT A5 R @ AT &7
T aar 3 5 F0ar 2g #t gag 323 @
geqn qeard &7 F 417 favir fear 9t
YT Fgr WA AT & fan grafasar
F4Y 9T | g W19 UF wgeA i a1 9
g % foy lam @ oz F1|p7 Zwo®
qgd s @ AT 2 I ;AT THY
faanr & w93 FEAT §1 G 97 % faw
e K7 0T A1 4 AT § o @renAi
FT UF FYIT § A 4 9T A4 F
IHET 04297 FAT 9297 2 | &1 F1071
g oy wfeard g1 sl % IECEE IEL S
HIAE &1 0% Sg ¥ F90 g A AW
i &fzars sr sndr & 1 0| @ @Y O}
f& @7 aArag S T9AT 3w avg fe
iﬁﬁmri a1 FT fgra | g4 A% g3 &
feqf Gz1 g1 0f @Y, Fren & Y 919 A7
uf A AT agy FAwm 2 v wwmy fawm
&t 4z G & a2 (6 w1 Dy
% forg qgar srafawar & sy &9 faq
TR § OHAE &1 FHT @1 U @ w9
AT & fA0 g7 /3F 17 44z & qra
#iHE ST A1 egAeqr F 4 oF )

Y a4 fRmiT : &% oF g gz W
gzt qr fx €19 &1 $01 47 397 § I9%)
ﬁ“menﬁaa'ré% TWE mtqnmﬁgu
Tgt qamar ?

s wafa :
naa A8 §

T & a1 7 afe

sit. fag sax AR : % ag qqeman fe
s fasell gote 99® faws F39 Fay
qFAT § | IHT AFIT FAA T ST qIATH
W1 ag_ wfuwre 3 @ g e qne Fig
HHE & AT €W #AT §, #HT 9 zar
g a1 #idz ¥ faanae s<ar g, a1 sgw
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faare &= 3a1 /54T & 1 faeel) srarrasr
T £ aveey § $aw AT WX 9@ &)
urefyg) #1 fregare i fwar ) o) avg
a3 T A AT #RW FInn Wi
3¢ oF aEd fremre fvar mon ) gt
TG ¥ qudr aEEIT W) ATTYE KX IAT
qHET 1

St WA gAR (Wew wdm): F
ARy /41 /17 a2 qigAar g g e
widr wing @adm fw 13 fafsea e,
14 fulmaa a7 {7 |3 fafsgaza didz
FT K140 79T T IAKT qeen§ Fy 0§,
sfea gicafasar ag § f& &0 ¥ gw wng
faadr faure &, gamr wat wiow s
wwar g ? agife gz wag dife f g
& 2z (F %Il &) 97 9T Hi§z FH &
faq 7€ faw qrar § « 7 @Y ag wgwE
4 fa:tfm Wi § a1 WiEwE AgT @
W

A wr ¥ ag IEAr Trgan g, faad
ft 3w ¥ didee WY Faefar § AR IR
gvey /Y e faar SaT § 9wt O
% qafas 3T &0 & feary {Far wmr
2 ? oFur ALIICH @ Wiw & fag S
Fad £ ST 8T OF AT KW ZEL AW
¥ AgY ot gear § 7 4wk A AR
Y §9 qIg A sqTeqy 47 7§ §, "Wy N
oY ¢ wEavd § 499§ §UT Hq !

et ag & ug Fw agar g fF
fana adf # wf angi &, G% gwk =eq
gim § ET WYL AT 8 agi 9X -
Gfefuaw wifs mar 7 fyemar §, ogi )
aga el & & #t I @ § e @iz
% GG STA AW 1y A qW
st swar §, g w-Affaw
e §, TET TX HIHE FT FIOATAT AW
& wrare o w5 are fRar agr § Afvw
wih o g wiwg A gh 4o A
gy WA Sgar § feosw anfi § @i
F) FITIM AGT & G0 § @ A
g Ay 7 T GEIR T W A
EITHA AT F X A WA gHGAT W
FTadt &, 48 1T § AT AT E |

e fag Taeam®E: 47 o3 waemn

[3 JUNE 1972]
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fewmgiandie  saraa &1 aq=r §
T AZ7 A% AT KT win w1 g E,
WaMIFdTRaEai @ TR
fRadr dme 3t smazawar 2 ozaar &
REFT A R E defaw G4 W
B 2, 30% fa0 ST o % @y i
WM AR G 0F g9 & T G § AN
& oA 3 gAAA F4 @ qiifs g8G WU
ag w1ar 2 =7 oy Jaa7 €1 sfomwE @
AT g o 7 $1% fadiq fegla ar g1 T
FAT A TFGTY gL G R Wiz A
AV & EXRA &1 AT &0 gW 3@ A
1 syaey 77 7% § fE w07 3AH € A
o& § #1971 7 dmefad | 9.) 99 aerd
gtar gt & 0 faetolr @5 &1 #iwe
WHT AT ) WA A G232 F IFATCH FIX-
amr A F @i F qqa fgarn @1 8
IR §6 §dm A F05 s ag § )

off e s (fazn) dide #1s0
@13 8 zaa g g owmar g faash
FHI § I9Y AT 9998 30 § W A
9F G 2§ GE qHT 9 §HF SAE
nIee T T o sqrEr qar wwil |
qAWE)

10

Faft 2d gim Yt IR & 0%
wiw sfgaaa § m@y a1 1 qgf ¢ feam
g A s Mg AR N A s @ &
X} IFET g fuw @y a1 ey A,
U a1 gl 3, afew didz ¥ aga s
I AT w20 15 F9am, 16 wwar oF
L & 3 92t § aq amww iz fasal
¢ ) v wlfegsrfeY & g xa wrd §f
T A FeqaAdy 23 0 & ag I@Ar
wigar g fF oaur FNg @t @
qFeE § UTE IFTLT F7 eq9 Wrwiog
frar & e & sqyorfeal & aver g=dl a2
ofe A AT 0 § AT FOIAT A
IR /I AR FY G T FK |

Hte fad T sum: & ¥ iy a@rar
ff X TS0 IWFR A FET T
afusTe & @ § % are &f 3w Ifge
D 2 ot faaoor § w4F Avd mydigaew
feafa g § a1 Ty woni Sas fog
ATAAF FEAH FLAFN 1 ¥ A 59
S # {28, 3o el §, @it ot
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& Ttz 94t f2a &fwa wsy g
SICANC [ CER S NE E (EAIIE SO & 1
& fRT a7 A 9w & w1 faqy 3771-
ZO7 ZAIT AHA AT AT F9 fF qr-
Arg wzeg T garar a1 § 39 & fao fagR
IHIT T AT HIFEE FEAT |

ot QAEET TN (377 92T): A
aam fwarre o1 & Qa0 A1 HA2 F 22
feaar g vz & %1 wazasar fwaar g ..

=t qaafa

fear

T4 A 3 F4FT 2

Y A7 IR FAT T3 F yiwg
i faar, fre st wwmifor ag3a & agq
ars @iF frnfeedr qar fRoam &y
wrazw T (v 3 ar gz ¥2 foar aar fe
w0 707 {9971 senza § oA @
wazaFdl § | 41 & az @1 9@ & f
T 9z TS T *7 Zar war f5 faqar
JETEA § IAAY 1 wATwaAr § 4r I\ &
faq F1§ 77 o Frar war 2 = ae
fRAAT ITAET A1 ITAT S AIATAFAT 4
a 70 % q#ifFa 1971 # sarar seqreq
Fqi fFar @, 0T g gaqr §
v a1 1972 & smrar seqzA g9 faar
war | gafan & smar agan g fe ogww
faq #1% &7 fomr qar @ a1 warg
¥ 53 fzar w1 f& fomar seea § sae
& AEaFAT g

o fagmT oA : §Y wara
F3 T4 F31. 43 TU AT aw fear  aqqm
grag wigdt A oam 5w ga
ardt 1 70 W71 F wiwg 27 g
#x aarar f5 '70 § 9 wiw o ag 197]
Hagt | IET T oAiwT 0 #4 g
fan qarx 570 7 o 3evrmT 91 32 ' 71
& adf a1 1 '70 ® 91 wiw 4 7] apy
Wt 398 smar g wdt @ 7§ seqray
At sqrar growar

ot QAT I : Fiw ha a7 T |

ot wrw fag asf: wiv & @19 3@z
qFAT 1 INET § €A AT qgdy 7

. fad @t gqma. qg §F q37ar

[RAJYA SABHA ]
importance
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Al #lo wAo fag (377 93w) : w4y
U A araqaE 77 2 duiz a7 foare &
N ST OwLA T AT §, I AR
H S guic fsed) fafret areg & wfe-
wae fag # ag G a8 £ 1 FATI 9T2-
9 H0T F7 fzmiz @ sarar Bqra
R AT ad gar 15z 16w g,
13.8 591 qamar 39% 797 =w ame
HIHE #7917 F 19, ¢ 977 99
@ 4, a7 49 fagries agqes 2 ) 1z Ay
WTYET WAl Fon e @ wew e &
TR § 72909 SO0 @17 2, whviz
FASHT F o ag fagizes dggez 3
A FFA! % masr Giswa s feare
391 AT, AqT 387 faars &) sy @7
forar 2, a3 wifaa o e arq ay #
fFaaT ¢ 2ar qrZAm E | I am an authori-
ty on this subject,

‘f{“ faz saz wam . qdrq qIEq A
? W AT T, e v 7 safed
8§ ® IR AT A w0 wrgan )

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA (West Bengal):

Why not nationalise cement ? It is a simple
thing.

A fag aat: sfie, wadg
WA A1 T HidE 3 F9T 3707 F1 W
AT AT AT @I 9T 2 faar g 1 ag
TG & 1% dma 5wt @ e 3wk wroo
WIS §9T 9T A 9gq qiar §, Afeq #
AAATT AAT oY 7 A4 qigAr g fF aqy
g% #1897 39T A1 safir Fyaet q1g Fadr
#iHz & aw71 8, a7 iz ®&1 d "y
g7 A% 47 FFY weft gy g @, 2y at
EAR T/ 7 a1 37 A7 € g &
i;mj 7T g qhw w ey
®IEAT T & Az T o3 8 T gr
TFTT K1TT 71 Fqr Frfae |

s, fﬂ“@*‘f_ﬂ't SR 79 q@mar fy ey
TR 31 1 forg stfaaie faqr aar g
BT TH 9% 47 feafq g1 ag sqa farg
FAAE FC awe) g1

_ANTw wmhT (gue T2T) g
NEF § Hide &7 . ..

ot awrafa : w@y q19y qre
ey aral & ay
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=Y 9w wge : arfaT HAY wgEw
gaE fAq e qay ST @ & 7

o} gamfa : ow-oF orFf F Ha-d=
AW 1 g qF § g ww dfaT

SHRI B. K. KAUL (Rajasthan) : The other
day at the time of the Appropriation Bill the
Railway Minister made a categorical statement
that there is no shortage of wagons whereas |
find now the Minister of Industrial
Development saying that there is no shortage
of wagons and so the movement of cement is
hampered. May | know whether there is co-
ordination between the Railway Ministry and
the Ministry of Industrial Development to find
out whether there is shortage or whether it is a
man-made shortage brought about by
interested parties 1

PROF. SIDDHESHWAR PRASAD :
This is a question which ihould really be
addressed to the Minister of Railways. | cannot
say anything on behalf of the Railway
Ministry.

SHRI GANESHI LAL CHAUDHARY
(Uttar Pradesh) : Sir, it is joint responsibility
and yet. .,

MR. CHAIRMAN : Yes, vyes|
is joint responsibility.

know it

SHRI HIMMAT SINGH (Guijarat): The
Minister has painted rather a rosy picture of the
cement position in the country but the fact
remains that there is universal shortage of
cement in the country. | would like the Minister
to examine what is the actual ratio of installed
capacity to the actual production in the conntry
because if you find that the installed capacity is
nevtr reached and production falls short of the
installed capacity that means that there is
something wrong. The other day there was a
debate here on a Private Member's Resolution
regarding removal of controls etc In that
connection 1 had occasion to mention that at
the Sawai Madhopur factory which is the
largest factory in Asia the production was
about 50 per cent of the installed capacity and
this shortage in the opinion of many in the
country has been deliberately created because
there is at the moment a tariff enquiry going on
about cement. The idea is curtail production
shew higher costs

[ 3JUNE 1972]
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and ask for higher Costs As far as distribution

of cement Is concerned the problem is not as

simple as the Minister has tried to make out.

The problem is. . .

MR. CHAIRMAN : You now put your
question.

SHRI HIMMAT SINGH : My question is
this. Would the Minister insist upon the
producer of cement to open up silos at the
vrrious centres of consumption where cement
is very urgently required and if that has not
been pursued what is the reason why the
producers have not put up these distributing
centres and equipped them with silos ?

PROF. SIDDHESHWAR PRASAD : | do
not know whether my hon. friend was present
when | was making the original statement. In
my original statement | had mentioned that to
prevent the occurrence of shortages of cement
on account of transports bottlenecks the
creation of cement dumps nearer scarcity areas
is also being pursued actively in consultation
with the Ministry of Railways. What the hon,
Member has suggested is already before the
Government and we are making efforts in
consultation with the Ministry of Railways to
see that such silos or dumps are created.

As far as the Sawai Madhopur factory is
concerned | am not aware of the parti, cular
situation. If there is a man made shortage
certainly Government would sec that there is
no such shortage and thai this factory produces
to its rated capacity the only condition being
that there is no shortage of coal or power for
the fac tory.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA ; Sir, Mr
Himmat Singhji who ought to know better
about cement than the Minister answerin the
question has told that there is artificia scarcity
created by the cement kings o producers. The
hon. Minister has not sai( anything about that.
There is a big ga] between the installed
capacity and actua production and there is a
deleberate plan to always maintain a scarcity
market Si that profiteering and
blackmarketing can go on. In view of this—
my friend talks ¢ silos only—why can't the
Government tak over this important industry
especially when
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it is behaving in this manner and not even
carrying out its pledges to the Government?
What is the difficulty in taking over the entire
industry and putting it in the public sector ?

PROF. SIDDHESHWAR PRASAD :
Sir, in the public sector we have already the
Cement Corporation and there we are trying to
see that the Corporation has as many factories
as possible. As for as other units are concerned
there is no proposal before the Government to
nationalise or take them over.

REFERENCE TO THE 1WENTY-
FIFTHANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONSOFINDIAN
INDEPLNDENCK

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA (West Bengal):
Sir, | have taken permission from you. All over
the country this year the twenty-fifth
anniversary of independence will be celebrated
and plans are being made Only yesterday there
was a meeting of the committee, of which the
Prime Minister is the Chairman, and which |
attended and my friend also attended How Sir.
in this connection. | would like to make only
one suggestion whatch | could not make there
for lack of time and besides the suggestion will
be made public here. On this occasion, there
should be a general amnesty of detenus,
political detenus and other political prisoners.
All (he State Governments should consider
such a proposal  constructively and
sympathetically with a view to declaring
amnesty to political prisoners, be they detenus
or otner-wise convicted for political offences. |
would also like to ask the Governments of all
the States to commute all death entences In
this connection | would ask the Central
Goyernment to show the lead because it is
within the power of the Central Govern-meat
to advise the President to commute death
sentences. As you know, a Naxalite prisoner, a
Naxalite  political worker, Nagabhushan
Patnaik, is under death sentence in Andhra
Pradesh. This sentence should be commuted
by the Government immediately on this
occasion and also similar other sentences.
Commutation of death sentences is one of the
ways of marking ‘his occasion. Besides, |
should also like the Government to draw up
plans for helping in a more suitable and on
a
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permanent basis the polilical sufferers. During
the days of the British they and especially their
families suffered. These are the suggestions 1
have to make. | am sure you, Sir, share the
sentiments. | would request through you Mr.
Mirdha and the Government that the matter
should be taken wup with the State
Governments along with other plans, the plan
for the commutation of death sentences and to
begin with the sentence on Nagabhushan
Patnaik and also others. Measures for the
amnesty of detenus and political prisoners
should be worked out, so that we can in a
befitting manner mark the celebrations.

MR. CHAIRMAN No doubt the
Government will consider the suggestion.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS (SHRI OM MEHTA) : | will
convey it to the Government.

REFERENCE TO LABOUR SITUA-
TION IN THE RANIGANJ COLLIKRY
BELT

SHRI MONORANJAN ROY (West)
Bengal) : A serious situation has developed in
the Raniganj colliery belt where all the
central trade unions working among the
colliety workers have given notice of a
strike to be effective from the 12th of this
month. Now, we know the serious situation.
If the strike goes on it is for an unlimited
period. Their demand is for the payment
of variable dearness allownce of which the
m?jority of the  workers are being deprived
Again and again the attention of the Ministry of
Labour has been drawn to (sMs by various
means.  Nothing has been done >et.  We
find that political workers ate being arrested
under MISA on a police inspector's report, but
when the workers are being deprived of their
dues, this Act is not being applied against the
employers. Now they can apply DIR on
the employers. They can apply MISI\. They
can be arrested thereby the workers who
are not getting their dearness allowance
could have be«n paid by this time. Secondly,
they are being deprived of 8-1/3  percent
bonus which is being paid to other workers.
Thirdly, the closed mines should be reopened
and taken over by the Government.
Fourthly, about gratuity the Government of
India's Labour



