2¢.  Uttaranchal 15,468
30. WestBengal 761,714
ToTAL: 4,293,517

Source:Third Census of Handloom Weavers (2009-10)
Statemeni-if

Defails of suicidal deaths in Andhra Pradesh from January, 2010 to
Novemnber, 2010

The district-wise details of (27) suicidal deaths reported during the period from January,

2010 to November, 2010 in Andhra Pradesh State are as under:—

Sl. District Suicidal Deaths Reported
No.
1. Krishna 2
%, Prakasam 2
3. MNellore 2
4, Chittoor 1
5 Anantapur 4
o. Kurnool 3
7. hMedak 4
8. Karimnagar 3
Q. MNalgonda 6
ToTAL: 27

Weavers committing suicide in Andhra Pradesh
3248, SHRI NANDIYELLAIAH : Will the Minister of TEXTILES be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Ministry is aware of the fact that hundreds of weavers have
committed suicide in Andhra Pradesh and a large number of weavers™ families have
migrated to neighbouring States due to the paucity of work and slump in wages in powerloom

sector; and
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(b) if so, the details of the efforts made or to be made by the Ministry to salvage
the poor weavers of the State under various schemes and results thereof separately, district-

wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF TEXTILES
(SHRIMATI PANABAKA LAKSHMI): (a) There are reports of suicide and migration of
powerloom weavers in Andhra Pradesh during the last decade. But the number of suicides has
come down drastically during 2009 and 2010. As per information furnished by the State
Government, no weavers family is migrating to other States due to availability of sufficient

work/wages.

(b) Government of India is implementing various welfare schemes viz., Group
Insurance Scheme, Group Workshed Scheme, Integrated Scheme for Powerloom Cluster
Development throughout India, including Andhra Pradesh for development of the powerloom

sector.
Silk subsidy to weavers of Assam
3249, SHRI KUMAR DEEPAK DAS: Will the Minister of TEXTILES be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Ministry is aware of the fact that hike in the prices of mulberry silk and
Tasar Silk yarns is of serious concern among weavers especially traders of Sualkuchi of Assam,

the largest silk village in Asia;

(b) it so, whether the Ministry will take effective steps including announcement of silk

subsidy to the small master weavers to preserve the silk heritage of Assam;
(c) ifnot, the reasons therefor; and

(d) the details of the action taken by the Ministry for the development of silk industries
including the Eri, Muga and Patsilk of Assam?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF TEXTILES
(SHRIMATI PANABAKA LAKSHMI): (a) to (¢) Yes, Sir. There has been increase in the prices
of silk in the country including Assam. There is no scheme for silk subsidy for the weavers.
However, it has been decided by the Government of India to import raw silk duty-free through
Mational Handloom Development Corporation (NHDC) for distributing it to the needy weavers of

different weaving clusters across the country including Assam, at reasonable price.

(d) The Government of India through Central Silk Board is implementing a Centrally
sponsored Scheme viz, Catalytic Development Programme (CDP) in collaboration with different
States including Assam. Assam being a special status State is getting 80% Central subsidy
under the above programme. The financial support provided by the Government of India through

Central Silk Board to Assam during Eleventh Plan period, for the development of silk industry
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