RAJYASABHA [28 April, 2005]

related to space, metallurgy, Information Technology, Biotechnology, Ocean Science,
Nanotechnology etc. including issues of basic science. Other issues such as scarcity of
water and energy would also be addressed.

Bio-Tech Park in Tamil Nadu

3819. SHRI N. R. GOVINDRAJAR: Will the Minister of SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government propose to promote Biotechnology in the country particularly in
Tamil Nadu;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

() whether Government have any proposal to set up Biotech Park in Tamil Nadu;
and

(d) if so, the detail thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL) () and (b) Yes, Sir. The Govemment of India plans
and executes various schemes in Human Resource Development, Infrastructure
facilities, Research & Development societal Programmes, Technology Transfer and
Commercialization towards promotion of Biotechnology in the country through University
Departments, R&D institutions, State Councils etc located in different states of the country
including the state of Tamil Nadu.

(c) and (d) No, Sir. However, the Government of Tamil Nadu has established the
TICEL Bio Park to promote Biotechnology Research & Development and Industrial
activities at a cost of Rs. 62.50 Crores, at Taramani, Chennai. The TICEL Bio Park had
requested funding from the Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Gowt, of India for the
establishment of infrastructure facilities in the park. The department reviewed the proposal
and advised them to reformulate the proposal as per the guidelines issued by DBT specifying
the exact infrastructure requirements and their proposed utilities for further consideration. The
revised proposal is awaited from the park-Funds for Research and Development

3820. DR. RADHAKANT NAYAK: Will the Minister of SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that the Department of Bio-technology has been
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allocating funds for research and development to Universities, Colleges and
Non-Governmental Organisations in Orissa;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the details of the funds and projects sanctioned by the Department for the
purpose?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL) (a) Yes, Sir. The Department of Bio-
technology (DBT) has been allocating funds for research and development to
Universities, Colleges and Non-Governmental Organisations in Orissa.

(b) DBT has allocated funds for carrying out research and development in
Universities/Colleges/R&D Institutes. These are V.S.S. Medical College
Burla; National Research Centre for Women in Agriculture, Bhubaneswar;
Regional Plant Resource Centre, (RPRC) Bhubaneshwar; Utkal University,
Bhubaneswar; Regional Research Laboratory (RRL), Bhubaneswar. Non-
Governmental Organisations (NGOs) supported are: Action Research on Health
and Socio Economic Development, Patnagarh, Dist- Balangir, SANCKET,
Bhubaneshwar. In addition department has an autonomous institute — Institute
of Life Sciences at Bhubaneswar.

(c) The funds allocated to Universities/Colleges/R&D Institutes and NGOs in the
last three years are Rs. 1687.55 Lakhs and Rs. 22.01 Lakhs respectively. These
funds were provided for carrying out research and development in the areas of
Bioresources Conservation, Plant Molecular Biology, Bioprospecting,
Environmental Biotechnology, Genetic Disorders and Industrial Biotechnology.
DBT also provided funds for Biotechnology-based programmes for women.

Regional Science Centre at Dharwad

3821. SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY: Will the Minister of SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether the State Government of Karnataka has sought financial
assistance for setting up a Regional Science Centre at Dharwad; and

(b) if so, the details in this regard and Government's reaction thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL) (a) and (b) Yes, Sir, a draft proposal was
received from the State Government of Karnataka seeking financial
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