expeditiously. In addition, the Government approved Rs. 855.30 crores from Mational Disaster
response Fund (NDRF) to Jharkhand which is subject to adjustment of available balance in the

SDRF of the State as determined by the Ministry of Home Affairs.
Price-rise of essential items

513. SHRIASHK ALI TAK:
SHRIMATI KUSUM RAI:
SHRI NATUJI HALAJI THAKOR :

Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased

to state:

(a) whether Government is aware that prices of essential items including foodgrains,
vegelables and spices are increasing continuously and are beyond the reach of Aam

Aadami;

(b) if so, the details of increase during last three months till date, month-wise and

item-wise;

(c) the details of the steps taken/fresh steps proposed to be taken to curb the menace

of price-rise on poor people; and
(d) by when this trend of rising prices is expected to come down?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CONSUWMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND
PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V, THOMAS): (a) and (b) The retail prices of rice, wheat,
pulses such as tur dal, urad dal, masoor dal, moong dal, vegetables such as potato are showing
steady to declining trend while the prices of gram dal, sugar and onion have marginally increased
as observed in 4 metros viz. Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata and Chennai over a period of three months.

The prices of spices are not monitored by the Government.

The details of the retail prices of essential commodities in 4 metros viz. Delhi, Mumbai,
Kolkata and Chennai during last three months till date, month-wise and item-wise are given in
Statement-| [Refer to the Statement appended to answer to USQ No. 505 Part (a) and (b)]

(c) The details of the steps taken/fresh steps proposed to be taken to curb the menace
of price-rise on poor people is given in Statement-1l [Refer to the Statement appended to USQ
No. 505 Part (e)]

(d) Price rise is affected by a number of factors such as increase in income and
improvement in living standards, productivity, increase in MSP, hardening of international prices,
weather and seasonal factors. Market expectations and sentiments also have an impact on the
prices. The general expectation is that a higher kharif production will further soften domestic

prices.
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