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achievement but they also have been sending personal messages of
encouragement. What is striking in this acknowledgement of merit at
the highest pedestai of the U.S. Administration is that the successive
U.S. Presidents have considered it as a serious effort towards academic
excellence.

| had a chance to visit a friend of Indian origin in Washington's
suburb in January this year. | was puzzied to see in frame, certificates
awarded to the yongsters at school by no less a person than the U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, and the U.S. President, Mr. George W.
Bush under President's Education Awards Programme. President Bill
Clinton's testimonial to one of the kids at the elementary school in the
year, 2000 makes a fascinating reading. | quote; "l am heartened to
know that exceptional students: like you will help lead us in the next
century and | encourage you to continue to set high goals and believe
in yourself."

| urge the Government of India to devise a method to locate the very
brightest students at all stages of learning in the school system and
make it possible that the President of India presents awards in recognition
of Outstanding Academic Achievement.

Concern over economic imbalance in the rural and Urban areas
of the country
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SHRI RAMADHAR KASHYAP (Chhattisgarh): Sir, | associate myself
with the Special Mention made by Shri P.K. Maheshwari.

Demand for a central legislation to prevent damage to crops
being caused by "Neel Gai" in various parts of the country
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tTransliteration in Urdu Script.
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