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MODERNISING COAL MINING

4626. SHRI KRTSHAN KANT : SHRI
SYED AHMAD : SHRI KOTA
PUNNAIAH : SHRID. P.
SINGH : SHRI CHANDRA
SHEKHAR : DR. Z. A. AHMAD

Will the Minister of STEEL AND MINES
be pleased to state :

(a) the progress so
modernising coal mining; and

far made in

(b) whether the private sector collieries are
cooperating in this regard ?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI S. MOHAN KUMARAMANGLAM):
(a) and (b) A statement giving the required
information is laid on the Table of the House.

STATEMENT

(a) and (b) So far as public sector is
concerned, a majority of the coal mines under
the National Coal Development Corporation
Ltd. and the Singareni Collieries Company Ltd.
are mechanised and have been modernised to
the extent necessary under the prevailing
conditions. Work of modernising the mines
recently acquired by the Bharat Coking Coal
Ltd. is still at the Planning stage.

In the private sector, coal industry spent
about Rs. 14.17 crores out of the World Bank
Loan of Rs. 16.67 crores during the Third Plan
period, for importing coal mining machinery
and equipment, etc. TISCO has launched a
programme for re-structuring and modernising
their coal mines producing coking coal needed
for their steel plants. TISCO had taken up a
programme of modernising and expansion of
their two coal mines in Jharia with the help of
World Bank Loan. This work has progressed
well and one large coal washery has already
been functioning treating coals from these two
mines. Some private sector Companies have
also modernised their mines but the majority of
private seetor Companies have continued with
prevalent manual methods. The "Planning
Group on the Fourth Five Year Plan Programme
for Coal" did no envisage the necessity for
additional investment for further mechanisation
of the private sector non-coking coal mines
(except equipment) during the IV Plan period
as the demand
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for coal, particularly non-coking coal, did not
come up to the expected level.
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DISTRIBUTION OF COAL

*627. SHRILAL K. ADVANI :
SHRIMAN SINGH VARMA :

SHRI N. K. SHEJWALKAR :
SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD
MATHUR: SHRI D. K. PATEL : SHRI

RATTAN LAL JAIN : Will the Minister of
STEEL AND MINES be pleased to state what
steps are being taken by Government to
improve the production and distribution of
coal to various steel factories and with
regard to pay and allowances of workers after
the take over of coal mines in Bihar
byGoverhment ?1
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[[THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI S. MOHAN KUMARAMANGALAM):
A statement giving the required information is
laid on the Table of the House.

STATEMENT

In August, 1972, 214 coking coal mines in
the country have been nationalised with a view
to reorganising and reconstructing them for the
purpose of protecting and conserving the scarce
resources of coking coal and promoting
scientific development needed to meet the
growing requirements for this type of coal by
the iron and steel industry. Though the
management of these mines was taken over by
the Central Government in October, 1971, no
effective steps for their reorganisation and
reconstruction could be taken as the Central
Government was acting as a Custodian on
behalf of the private owners till the mines were
nationalised in August, 1972. During this
period, the production of coking coal from these
mines has been more or less steady with an
average monthly production of 1.08 million
tonnes. This is slightly more than the rate of
production which was prevailing for two
months before the take-over in October, 1971.
This is in spite of the teething troubles faced by
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the new management. Steps were also taken to
make available an adequate number of wagons
for the transport and distribution of the coking
coal to the washeries and steel plants and there
have been no complaints of any shortage of
such coal at the steel plants.

2. The plans for the reorganisation and
reconstruction of the taken over coking coal
mines which have been under contemplation
can now be implemented with the nationalisa
tion of the mines in August, 1972. Under
the protocol singed in January, 1972 between
the Governments of India and the Polish
People's Republic, Bh?rat Coking Coal
limited has concluded an agreement with
M/s. KOPEX. of Poland for planning, reorga
nisation and reconstruction of the coking

coal mines in India. M/s. KOPEX will
give expertise and renderservices and
collaborate in the preparation of feasibility
reports covering  the first  phaseof

such reorganisation and reconstruction. This
phase covers the inventory work, framing
proposals for grouping into various mining
blocks, redrawal of boundaries, assessing the
techno-economic feasibility for expansion of
production and working out a phased
development programme for investment in each
of these blocks. The next phase of collaboration
which will be drawn up subsequently will cover
the detailed project reports for selected mining
blocks. M/s. KOPEX will depute Polish experts
for collaboration with Indian Engineers and
they will also undertake the training of a
number of Indian engineers in Poland. A Team
of Indian engineers is already in Poland in this
connection. Plans are also being prepared for
expanding the capacity for the distribution of
the increased production of coal to the steel
plants.

As regards pay and allowances of workers in
the coking coal mines after the management of
these mines was taken over by the Central
Government, the recommandations of the Wage
Board have been implemented and a minimum
assured wage of Category I is being given to
every worker and variable dearness allowance
related to the cosl of living inde.\ is being paid
at the rate recommended by the Wage Board. A
large number of contract workers have also
been given regular employment.]
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ALLOTMENT OF QUOTA OF STEEL

*628. SHR1 MAN SINGH VARMA :
SHRIN. K. SHEJWALKAR :
SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD
MATHUR: SHRID.K.PATEL:
SHRI LAL K. ADVANI : SHRI
RATTAN LAL JAIN : SHRI S.
C. ANGRE :

Will the Minister of STEEL AND MINES
be pleased to state :

(a) the length of time normally taken for
the allotment of the quota of steel to the nut-
bolt manufacturing small scale factories located
in small towns and backward areas, after the
submission of applications by them for the
same;

(b) whether it is a fact that the process of
allotment of steel to the small scale industries
is being simplified for speedy allocation of
steel; and

(c) if so the details thereof ? ]
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