61 Written Answers

article appearing in the Times of India,
dated the 11th June, 1972, to the effect
that three Indian Journalists were actu-
ally shot down in Bangladesh by the
Pakistani forces before the liberation
of Bangladesh; and

(b) if so, the reaction of the Gov-
ernment of India in this regard ?]
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+[THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN
THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS (SHRI SURENDRA PAL
SINGH) : (a) Yes, Sir. (The article
actually refers to two Indian journa-
lists).

(b) Shri S. B. Kolpe, President of the
Indian Federation of Working Journa-
lists who was quoted as the source of
information contained in the Times of
India article has been requested to pro-
vide more details; the High Commission
of India, Dacca, has been asked to
verify the details as provided in the
article.] -

SINO-INDIAN RELATIONS

353. SHRI KALI MUKHERIJEE:
SHRIMATI PRATIBHA
SINGH :

SHRI SITARAM KESRI:
SHRI SURAJ PRASAD:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:
(a) whether the Chinese ambassador
to Czechoslovakia had indicated on the

+{ 1 English translation.
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eve of Prime Minister’s visit to that
country recently that China was likely
to exchange ambassadors with India
and establish normal diplomatic rela-
tions with this country;

(b) whether the Prime Minister dur-
ing her visit to Czechoslovakia had
any talk with the said Chinese envoy;
and

(c) what are the latest prospects of
establishing normal diplomatic and eco-
nomic relations with China, and the
steps being taken in that direction?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS (SHRI SURENDRA PAL
SINGH): (a) The Government have
seen newspaper reports to that effect,
but there has been no official indica~
tion from the Chinese Government in
this regard.

(b) No, Sir.

(c) Government of India are still
awaiting a Chinese response to its ear-
lier steps.

INDO-BANGLADESH RELATIONS

354. SHRI M. K. MOHTA ;

SHRI CHANDRAMOULI
JAGGARLAMUDI :

SHRI K. C. PANDA :

SHRI LOKANATH MISRA :

SHRI SUNDAR MANI PA-
TEL :

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether attention of the Govern-
ment of India has been invited to a re-
port in the Statesman of 15th May,
1972, stating that parties representing
the extreme right and vested interests
and ultra-leftists in Bangladesh have
joined hands to agitate issues that could
create strained relations between India
and Bangladesh;

(b) if so, whether Government of
India have received any report in this
regard from its Mission in Dacca; and

(c) if so, the action proposed to be
taken thereon?



