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FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FROM 
UNDP 

*188.   SHRI SITARAM KESRI :f 
SHRI SHYAMLAL GUPTA : SHRI 
K.L.N. PRASAD : 

Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased 
to state : 

(a) whether the United Nations Deve 
lopment Programme has approved financial 
and technical assistance to fill the gaps in 
India's development plans during the remain 
ing   period   of   Fourth   Plan. 

j 
(b) if so, the quantum of aid approved 

and 

(c) the projects for which it is earmarked 
? 

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI 
Y. B. CHAVAN) : (a) and (b) The Governing 
Council of the United Nations Development 
Programme at its Session held during June 1972 
in Geneva has approved the Country 
Programme for India, with an Indicative 
Planning Figure of <jj> 50 million for the five-
year period 1972-76. This would thus extend 
beyond the end of the Fourth Plan. 

The United Nations Development 
Programme provides technical assistance i. e. 
the services of foreign experts and ancillary 
equipment, fellowships for training Indian 
personnel abroad and also equipment for pre-
investment activities. Our effort is to 
incorporate this assistance in our development 
plan, for providing stimulus at a variety of 
growth points and filling critical gaps in  
technology and  skills. 

(c) In our Country Programme, we have 
included a large list of projects, covering the 
major developmental sectors. UNDP have 
approved the Programme as a whole and not 
specific projects. The individual project 
proposals have to be proposed separately to and 
sanctioned by the UNDP Administration within 
the limits of the Indicative Planning Figure of 
dj> 50 million. 

■(•The question was actually asked on the 
floor of the House by Shri Sitaram Kesri. 
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view of our experience of the Fourth Five Year 
Plan, will the honourable Minister be kind 
enough to inform us as to which are the 
industries which the Government is thinking of 
supplying with this foreign assistance by way 
of foreign exchange or technical assistance in 
view of the position in which we have been due 
to this assistance ? 

SHRI Y. B. CHAVAN   :    I    do    not 
understand the thrust of the question of the 
honourable Member. The character and purpose 
of the UNDP programme is completely 
different. It does not give any capital investment 
or any other thing. Really speaking, it is meant 
for filling the technological gap. Sometimes 
they give technical assistance, sometimes they 
give some sort of special type of equipment for 
this sort of a thing. As I mentioned, the sector-
wise allocations were indicated, and the 
individual projects will have to  be gone  into. 

SHRI BABUBHAI M. CHINAI : I am not 
asking for individual projects. I only wanted to 
know from the experience gained during the last 
three Plans and the Fourth Five Year Plan 
which is continuing, whether you are satisfied 
with what has happened; if not, wether you will 
be thinking about it. 

SHRI Y. B. CHAVAN : I would say that it 
is very difficult to think in terms of satisfaction 
and non-satisfactiou because it is somewhat a 
subjective feeling. But as I mentioned now the 
shift is changed. So far the UNDP programme 
was  based on projects. Now we are shifting th;it 
thing. The UNDP has shifted it because they 
wanted a certain reorientation of th.: 
programme. Therefore, we are projecting as a 
matter of fact the whole country programme as 
it is called now.   That  is the meaning, 

SHRI M. K. MOHTA : May I ask the 
honourable Minister whether the UNDP 
programme authority already have the funds in 
their possession to finance this assistance to 
India—of $ 50 million—or is it only a 
recommendation to various Governments to 
extend   this help  to  India ? 

SHRI Y.B. CHAVAN : At the present 
moment they have indicated <$ 50 million. 
Whether they have got more or whether they 
have got any commitments toother countries, it 
is a different matter. At the present moment the 
position that we have indicated is<jg 50 
million   for the Fourth Plan. . .   . 

SHRI M. K. MOHTA : That was not my 
question. What I wanted to know was whether 
we will be getting this assistance from the 
UNDP or from the other countries whose 
Governments may or may not give us the 
assistance. 

SHRI Y. B. CHAVAN : You will get it 
from the UNDP. 

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : Whatever the 
Minister stated previously, the UNDP or 
assistance, scientific or technical, or for certain 
projects, now shifts are taking place. Now, 
whatever the shifts, may I know whether the 
UN has made any assessment of the so-called 
development year or decade ? What are his 
own conclusions about the progress of the UN 
Development Decade in the light of that 
assessment and the conclusions they have 
arrived at according the information of the 
honourable Minister in this regard ? 

SHRI Y. B. CHAVAN : I think this is 
rather a very general question. He can raise 
sometime this question which is worth debating 
and understanding. But at present the question 
is only about the specific programme of the 
UNDP, a special organisation of the UN which 
collects funds from other countries and utilises 
them for the undeveloped countries or the 
developing countries for their technical 
assistance. It is not any particular country's loan 
or aid. It is a different type of activity. 

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI : May I know 
whether the Government is aware that the 
quality of the UNDP funds-which have been 
contracted for supply to India has to be changed 
? I would like to know whether the Government 
has reviewed that position. As a member of the 
Committee in the Industrial Development 
Ministry for UNDP assistance I know we have 
made out a point that due to the technological 
advance it has 

The sector-wise allocation of the UNDP 
projects for the country-wise programme is as 
follows : 
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made, India, does not need these international 
experts. The reason is that their quality was 
challengeable and particularly our Committee has 
recommended that the small scale industries and 
modernisation programme are more important 
along with other programmes for irrigation, etc. 
than others. Government has to take very much care 
to see that their experts are not brought into this 
country because our expertise is fully developed. 

SHRI Y. B. CHAVAN : I share his concern 
on this point. Naturally in areas where we have 
technical competence, we should not allow other 
people to come in But to say that we have technical 
competence in all the fields—it w'Hberather 
making an  over-statement . . . 

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI : But they are  
dumping  their  experts. 

SHRI Y. B. CHAVAN : We will not allow 
that. 

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : Including the 
Ministerial field, there is no technical competence.   
There  I agree. 

SHRI Y. B. CHAVAN : Why not go to the  
level  of Members  themselves ? 

INCREASE IN MANAGERIAL STAFF OF STATE 
BANK IN BENGAL CIRCLE 

*189.   SHRI      PRANAB KUMAR 
MUKHERJEE : Will the Minister of FINANCE be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that during the 
period from 31st December, 1969 to 31st 
December, 1970, the percentage of increase in 
managerial staff in offices of the State Bank of 
India, Bengal Circle, was more than the increase in 
non-managerial staff during 1970, if so, the reasons 
therefor ? 

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI Y. 
B. CHAVAN) : A statement is laid on the Table of 
the House. 

STATEMENT 
During the calendar year 1970 the 

percentage of increase in the supervising staff in 
the offices of the State Bank of India, Bengal 
Circle, was more than the percentage of increase in 
the non-supervising staff for the following reasons 
: 

(a) As many as 91% of the new branches 
opened were in the rural and semi-urban 
centres, requiring comparatively less   non-
supervising  staff than   the   bran- 

ches    in    the    metropolitan    and    urba11 

centres. 
(b) Opening of a new Regional Manager's 

office at Bhubaneshwar, in which the ratio of 
supervising staff is higher than in branch    
offices. 

(c) Filling up of a large number of 
vacancies in the supervising posts carried over 
from the previous year. 

SHRI PRANAB KUMAR MUKHERJEE : I 
would like to draw the attention of the Minister to 
parts (a) and (b) of the statement. In part (a) it has 
been stated that as many as 91 % of the new branches 
have been opened in rural areas and therefore 
supervisory staff is more than non-supervisory staff. 
But the same thing has been contradicted in part (b) 
where it is stated that the percentage of supervisory 
staff has been increased because of opening the 
Regional Manager's office at Bhubaneshwar which is 
definitely not a rural area Therefore, I would like to 
have some clari-. fication on this point. In that 
connection, I would like to know from the hon. Mini-
ster what are the minimum requirements for opening a 
new branch of State Bank either in rural area or urban 
area. 

SHRI Y. B. CHAVAN : The hon. Member has 
tried to point out some contradiction in part (b) of 
what is stated in part (a). Actually there is no 
contradiction. When I said that the Regional 
Manager's office has been opened at Bhubaneshwar, 
it is not meant for Bhubaneshwar. It is meant for the 
new branches opened in the rural areas. That is their 
major function. My experience is that real, effective 
working in the rural areas was not taking place 
because the head-quarters of the bank was quite urban 
oriented and in big cities. It was necessary to have 
more supervising staff for these rural branches. 

Then he asked about the pattern of staffing in 
different branches. It is very difficult to say what 
Branch will require how much. Naturally in case of 
urban Branches, non-supervising staff is sometimes 
required more because the area to be supervised is 
small and therefore a small number of supervising 
staff can supervise more. Where there are more 
activities, non-supervising staff is sometimes more. In 
the case of rural Branches till they reach a certain 
stage of development, non-supervising staff is some-
what less. 


