RAJYA SABHA [14 March, 2005]

Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, following intense unrest over inter-regional
disparity, the Karnataka Legislative Assembly unanimously passed a
resolution requesting the Centre to amend article 371 to enable the
Karnataka Government to provide for regional reservation in the State in
the matter of emptoyment and education to overcome the regional imbalance
and for overall development of the region.

Under similar circumstances of regional imbalance within a State, the
Centre amended article 371 for development of certain backward regions
in some States, including Andhra Pradesh. However, with regard to the
proposal of Karnataka, the former Deputy Prime Minister of India, vide his
letter dated 22.11.2002, had replied that it was not feasible and the same
perception persists in the Government even today.

Since the regional disparity in Karnataka is acute and persists despite
the best efforts of the State Government, | request the Centre to suitably
amend article 371 expeditiously enabling the Karnataka Government to
provide for regional reservation in the matter of employment, education
and for the overall development of the region.

SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD (Karnataka): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, |
associate myself with the Special Mention made by Shri Janardhana
Poojary.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The House stands adjourned to meet at
2.00 p.m.

The House then adjourned for Lunch At Forty-three Minutes past Twelve
of the Clock.

The House re-assembled after lunch at three minutes past two of the
clock,

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

TH BUDGET (RAILWAYS), 2005-2006—General Discussion

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We now take up the Budget (Railways),
2005-2006—General discussion, Shri Pramod Mahajan.
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it THiE WEToN (AERTSY) SUWHIRT #8Iey, auf & &H Ve golc )
JEd P & 3R 3T HH H HH U GdH & 91§ H Vel gofc IR e & forg
ST gan g HHl-H¥t # Araar g 5 Yot @t U @ faewan € s R
S 1Y U 3Tl Jolc Bl HT8T & 3R Sl gRTH WG & d S & b 1920-
21 JATHUTH 9 e BT <ol A [IBT BT XeT o7 Al SH FHI <2 BT Pl Tod
T 180 RIS AT MR IH FHY X B[0TI 82 PRIS AT, 3BT 31 TT garl
e <=1 BT S Pt IO AT I 50 AT P SITHI TSR bl Nl BT AT
3R g8 39 7T ¥ 9 ST X&T AT foh AT AARATEROT go7e 3R Vel oI § oivd
Bl T A 81 91Y, Sy 39 §HY T 99 HHST 931 off iR 3= I8
fAwRe o ... 9f6 Yot BT ToRd 3a1 I 7, Al W AR goic 4
T b U M golc & ®Y H 99 H @1 9| H 59 75 99 & 915
TACHR <@l §, Al G HHI-H¥ S 8 13 &1 3ATST T Xel goic & Ao
B I Bl IR a1 €7 &1 98 DIs A12fd B AT golc 811 A G-I
PRAT 87 §H I ST © [ ST BT Hof 191, SHI 180 PRIS AT, I8 id AT
FRIS U A 1P 98 AT B 3iR YT FoIc 50 BOR BHRIG b STHUTH 37T FH
21 99 39 50 B9IR HYIS |, SN 42 Ui gofed |ergdl & gidl & 3l
ST ST SR Tl AT 2T TSI+ &3 AT o1t &3 3 &gt 4 g Ul
HHfIT 8,5 IS Yol I 31 81 3R SAfAY Xl &b 37T goic &1 Arefadar 9
3ITST gt &1 &1 S N golc 3 BI W 1 872 U T3] WISl, TERT A1 TS|
YT STSH-Cae BITYT PR §Y o] ol BIge FARIR T S 919 1 8,
I WIFd—< Sdolk WU 8, MY 3R 39 YRde & oIV 3 |1 <,
Al B 39 R A UhR BT goic 781 8T 8, 391y HHI-HH va goie It
AT WTST 3R BT <, A1 U1 T & b Yold BT STgH <del Ugl Sff Y&l 81 S9H
T3 M, fORaR, BRI | gig 3 e dl 3¢l ¥ WX §Y &8I &, FaeT0] Hei
P, HY BT IR AT HH-HH 31 a1 © & T IR &9 99 Bl I8
A= D1 IS © b T8 Vel g9IC BT Sl HHBIS 8 PR IR &, 75 98 & 918
R 3D HHBIS DI Py 3T AMAYHAT & AT 3R A fA9FTT oI r g9 U
MR AR, A 19 FIAHRY goIc B &A1 99 Fobdll &1 oifb 9 T I8
TE B, 919 O {6 39 IR 9d-Hf 981 20l a8 frefe ot 81, S9! ardfe
T B BT Al TATH HRAT TS |
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9 91 g9 IR BT ¥ goic UG, Al ¥ goic & URH H 1 el 731 7
Uil YIS 29eTs &1 I'I $el & [ e aul &I o o i iR 9ifqd
SUAERIT RIS Bl MR S9dT [Tl 99 BT YN UgT S, dl IJg W<
g < fos I ardarnd a1 |91 @t gerrs  wdaaRr 9fg 2, I8 e
s JUT I T 31T BT &1 T AT 3R gl TR, SHB! o & 91 8 Nl
H 3R YA BI, ITD! AT el HI HAMA, T8 I Y & AT dH-aR
gferera AT g 1 A1 AR-Yie Uirerd Al gells de+1, I8 dls Ul go! dIof
&1 € fop forep forg fordl et #3501 &1 37u+il Y13 ool A1f2y| 3R 377t &St
Tga W R TS Il €,a1 IqBT BRI AR 37l -awell $1 el §s
Ty # R IR @t ISl 1S ... 1 W A BT YW S AT gers R UL ©,
IHPB BRI YA HATAT &b 3MF 3fhs g™ TID 1 & 3R $H AT AR
SFIIIRAT & YR & BRI 4 AT 950 YUK fe@rl <o 21 dife IR
AR GRS & foTY Vel 31U MYH Bls FUR Hb AR ezt §
AR &, VAT goic § R-R aF del fewrdl T8 Ian Igufay St &
HHTYOT H I fARITBR 9IRS 101 Y a1 DY 81 <ifeh 3R 317 Nt w1
ST BT goTe WU Ug 1 SHH WRA {9107 7 Vel &1 s TS 81, 39 UHR B
FRfy 731 faamit 781 <<t 319 I ATeT SR AT HIST- A Xd BT Fad 81
|Rgdl &1 fqu Biar €1 39 a9 Xl goic &l e G| g1 &-ATA1 A1el Wre H
gfg i1 319 S 911 BT a1 W (6T 8 iR I8 WHfdsd H1 &1 g9 <o 4
H PIF AT YT TSI T RISTHITD Sl 8 Sl {hei R B gleg BT WHIT HRIN?
3R AR R W 8T 3T STY 1 81 Al & 89 9F ART SHBT @I | AT
ATATD! 81 T8 I T8l © [ ATl 91T 8] g¢T &l GRadi FeR & oIy el 8
G BT ARATHRUT B b oIy IEgalf BT DR HH BT 18l gl “dd
RN BT ATHRUN HH HRAT NI DI DA &1 $qH el $© T8l 5l 89 W1
$IH] WA B & R FOIRI degall BI, bl gai b1 aHRvl 81, I8
fearg-forara & oy Wt St 781 21 HHT-ol A1 J31 Il € b ot H3Terd Bl
TR fem 3 S =Ry, SR Hed ¥, U 9, 4TS AT ¥ S AT TS Bl ©
AT IH TIDHROT AT AT 81 bl 8 3R DheAR b [319 A & 81 Foball B
STV 3R GBI HH BN Al $9H PIs [Qdhd T8l 5, Pls DI fARIY o]
BTN, e T B BT el FAT 7 319+ W1  Hol €1 T &9 4 T8l Hal &l
AIfh 9 TRTHRUT BT VRSABROT B H Nl HATAT Bl ¥ fhaT gafl, 5
T I IR
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gofe | el 81 7 f¥ell 81 Aifehd goic & d15 Sl Y93R dKdl g5, ST I8 qHl
T8 31T AR I Il fh $Hdb BRI XA Bl 650 BRI BT AT HBIIAT 3T o
ST 31 I G [ P© AT G, PO He T g3 ol Pl MAATBR Sl gal,
I 650 BRIS BT AT GolTs H BIIGT 37Tl ST 372 I & foh ATl WIeT 987 &1
TTATD! 3 DS (b 8] I31 8 ol AT (deh Y H 3T g3 IR HIeT WTST TG
21 319 YT HAY IoTfdd PRON A 9ol B 3D WHR T B <l SHBT S
IR HETMS TR AT <3 B AJIIweI] R BT &, SHB! Ad Tl Al [57d Vel
HATT B A% YRaAT Sr@aRy H 371l § SR AT 9IS & 918 3R AN Bl
®E! WA Bl 8 A1 g8 T4 ST 4,5 B ) Ml B8l Yo gs | STHTafT
HEIG, 3TYD! GADR 3 8 Fohell & AT A1 81, o aoie d, Jars 4 ¥
HATST 7 17 HUD BHifcl VFaUH Bl "G &1 | FHT SRIIRI H g8 i 4 -
STet ¥ Terl oft, STt | e arefl off- ST Ygdx & ST-91T 81 Y 3MYdH!
e BT b S | 6 |UD shifcl YaAv™d &1 SEee 11 91 bl gall &l i
TS -3 & 372 Hhed H 17 HD Hifcd VAU HI G0 B, ITH | Dls
ST 9 WE Y &1 T8I g5 | 54 goic B gl HiRH B DI A §s I 11 919
DI 2 T3 ol T IR Th &1 831 SiST A 6 TP Hifdd Uaaud ST Yo
gs, O I 9gd IR 7 faeel A Sl 9t 781 21 9al T8 Y% g 1 I 7812 6
TS BI BN TRSTT 11 979 BT el | $HD! Hed 8-dell, ¥el F3AT Bl ¥ Fefl,
Rt 9 7EM < & Tl "eT-51 Tt Al 89 e hd 8, Thte o ff 59 aas
AHd 8, SI-gR T ff 89 991 G €, oifh 80 U gofe |9 § 3iR
3 TAX H| 319 39 IR goM 46 78 MSAT AT BT &1 gg arell Bl AR
T 31 7T 6 17 @ F¥Id BT 81 T3 iR 319 46 MR T3 M| mueh!
TR BT, S U Sl & |+ ol e & —1s Yol g f9s™ & qre|
BT & 918 IR Y& AT & A1 S+ STeal Wl T &2 el A9 U1 dl T8l
USIR &1 8, § B 2 U8l ¥ O™ &1 SUS 915 H8l b &9 98f S arel
21 3MTh! 599 I 14 miear VY fyerm 56 I forar & —smame aRad=,
IS HAGoH 8H & 911 U Nl [98T™ & 91, 14 HAdoid & 915 Al 9Tt 31 6

FIT BT, ST IJHT FHID I TFadd M D! S ol 3

U& IR g1l s goic & 39 IRIYI 319 W fhd TR a2
FoIC 2004-05 H $BIM U3 18 UR HET T fb 89 9 s Wrg+1 YR HRAT d1Ed &,
Tl 9 || US4 TIRT & F7t <, I 71T A <A1 &H 91 T8} A, 9 I18T|
319 §9 R T goIC U Al Ul Ieidll & 1 Rt 3 YRI §$ &, 6 9l & s bl 9
Tl H 3 YN BS © AR, 6 991 8,
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3R 31d 2005-06 H ISS 34 TR Bl o- H 6 718 A1z 3R Y B I8 ¢l Aelad,
Y8 UGN AT BIT & b 6 718 oATS+ 379 Y DR &I § — Sl Xel H3ll Phed &+
I AP 2 3R 3 W S 8 ¥ A 2, I8 fUod goic # 4 3R 5 HAG
R off| 3R STHT $B ol & al i afew foree & av &9 gon 21 Ugal a8 4
3R 5 IR 2T 3R 379 2 3R 3 IR 371 71 &

ol goic 4 " $I, gA1d & &7 & -2004-05 H 61901 g8 e Sl
BT I <ref-3erel Vol oS | € S, WAfh 2005-06 &% F9IC H I8 8
e fIBT BT WY Seoid a1 7, 3R bR Y, fa= ars+ & Sifit & cfed-verat
CARERIS RIECRIRE R

319 39 Y A gREc 1 SRaYI 2004-05 & IoIc H I 19 TR
SR H7T % 89 17 7Y 51 FHevasi e s QR gyl f2me frar d s9 e
7 X §UI B, T B8 T & 5 25 B! BT 7 8 R gY A 3R 31 AE IF 96
Bl STV, Ifeh ART B1H AT FE H 81 HRA1 5, 39 10 37X 81 3R ol 17
H 7 YR 3R 10 AR & 3R 37d AT B8 ¥ & b 9 3R 7Y H BT 2781 §- 93,
Y T BRAT =TS &2 STd Aol 10 AR &, ITD! AN YR1 BRI HH F HH 1
HANT TSI &, SHBT Al IRT IR | I WY 781 2

JUFHTRT S, FAeTor ol U1 Wl & Sil AT b Gl FHST § a1 A1
fUBel IR S8 goic | BB -72 S8 qA&T BIFT| I8 37D a1 &, DI
fOhR 9 HEI W ST AT AT, IHBT TIREV Sl Y| AT FERETT H F0T AT 77|
20 Y 3R GIYT & QI oI Y 921 319 $H IR &b qoIc & IS &9 o b
92 {8 UR QX fhal §U? 27 Y1 D1 31ef I8 gal [ <l frgrs it 60 &
31er AI&T ATPT 81 5 Fole ¥ I8 R A1y f & ofR 52 ST Y |deron
BT 3R TS, ST Ul 60 HeToT €, 59 qR ST YRT PR ol Y 52 ATS] <R b
S 39 52 91 H BRI, 399 G RIT 87 Afdh GRadl & d1g | gore Bl
TR WA S ¥ET € 3 aRE § 3177 QIR Bl <Ry, fgaiaor o
<RaUI § Ae BT SITRT T T&1 o1 9Tl gl § U ol gl < Ahall g [
S YRl & Ryary, BIs T9RdT TE1 81 37d H S9! U TS T BT STER0l
<A1 E1 $8M S IR & IR | I8 BT © (5 89 foell I BT arl ueT, d
AT, IE Al ATTLID &, S]] 1 8, Rifh g1 | XeT HAT ST DI AT~ 3
gfaen g1 gad fedl Wt aruf<y Wt 781 81 Aol B ... (FauT)....
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1 Wi SgEE WH Mo (8 URY) : ufedrd b1 Al g
SRl

S50 g e Sy " A3y e gadis] ol il a0 6Y g0

it vHie WEToH ufeetd T a1 YT el T 81f, 9 ol H3l Bl Bl
39 $BI1 I8 BB © 2007 AR 2008 &b 15 AT &1 a9 & I8, 39 IR TR S
A1 frariiex @t IRT | TSt TS SIYHl, I8 =9 &l 81 §a ¢4 faeel 3R
3R ITS ¥ faceil 1T 81 A1 9% 3Mmaedds &1 ST €, g 2009 3R 2010 # T
Bt A g1 e, faeeft-grast v 1500 fharieR, faeet a=Ts v
2100,2200 fheiex, &1 AT ¥ Sg W fhadier @ wfq ¥ I8 mieai
SIS, gl et g1 H myeh! SR & forg I8 a1 § o 73 feedl 1 3R
200 fohelifiex &1 IRAT €, 396 HUR a)d] 9 Ig BIFRI 8l ¥ & fb S¢ ot
fpeier & 1T A 39 W PIs §O1 Tell I Thb AP 39D HUR Ul
Aherdar =Tl fArefl € ot Y I8 U 130-135 1 T I ST Tefal! & 3R 319 By
3B & f 87 140 9 7Y IR TG S8t W) &1 9l fhardier & IR W), IS¢ 4l
foreex @ TIf & $91 981 SIS &1 &, 3R 981 UR 319 3H-HI- H 3T
facelt & BT, facell & o3, T1-31 a9 & Hidx S Al fhaniiex & wfa 3
974 ISV, G81 IR A7 Bl Soi ol G1¢ Al &, ¥ol BT $979 QIS H 39 W)
ey 921 B AhdT IS 39 THR BT oI 81,01 379 H SHD! SATGT Fd! T8l
B e 99 & goic § I8 Bel o1 & g8, Bd 3R eofl & fog oo
UTIS I BT .. (). 31T $B &1 918 &l ...(FILH)..

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY ( Pondicherry): If is possible. Not
only feasible but it is possible also.

SHRI PRAMOD MAHAJAN: If it is possible, | don't mind it. |
would like to traveLwith you after two years. A8ISY, ISl g9ic § FHaT a1

e g8, Bt 3R Weoll & Ty eficrel arder 9 8I°MY, fpoex 9 8t ues &
TS ST e, Il 8] SHH BI-91 §8 T ol ¥ o, b gell I0d a8
e IHPI 3T A 41 el ol [EGRIH H 3771 b {1 ST QR DS
RISECEISIRGEARECRING]

t Transliteration of Urdu Script.
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PRl T g8 3R Ia! Heoll BT, U8 PHod1 98 3B &1 84 5 Hodl H
Dl YR T8l g1 IS e QIR B A 1l & A1 Feoll a1 7 MY, g8
MY, g8 S, M-4 Al S, 89 59 IS MU 8l 8 ... (JauT). . 39
Qe BT forc=T SUAIT 81T &, § 39 =@t # &1 STl $HES BT Yord R W
T SYAIT BIAT &, 31T STHR oxd Fdhd &1 FGT, 4T BT Bl gdT oIdT 8,
31T SR S Al B IR Ghx ey BT {5 g2 &al T, U faerst
3T @ elIST Y PR odl ol g8 Wl geT A Yo B 3777 R Pl {39 IR~
R R geT &1 9M &I of T2 Bl, Hifds g8 Joic § M &1 § 39D T
ST &1 of J8T § b ge=1 9 3%} bl ARTSHN 8, 89 41 (6T A9 a4l 9§
ST T2 & A1 geT | SR ARTSH 819 &1 A1 $I BR8] 81 AR} ferst it
e 981 | Y 8l N1 H 99 |Ise R Neld Bl g 9gd gean 81 & I8
fopait TeT X1 € 3R fhae AN 39H ST IR &, SEIed & 918 39D] ATh O]
T E? T H 19 g o forg Y faerst oifF it AT ebal §1 7e1ed, g1 uall
el & o I8 HEl fAwrE 721 <l 81 31T Poll Bl WATFIC AU, ITd] U2
3R IHP I Bl AZHA DI RN ... T AR ATHIHEGT GREIT I B
SR goIc 81 AT Veld, S fEqT fheH 3RarR & Y6 B 3R <@+ o BRA!
B AR G YRe BReAT DAY, FHS H A Blell 6, I 81 8 X IOl
BT DI AT B9 o &1 81 Gobdl| AT HedT B Gdhd &l [ e gore 4
I Gien 3§ A &9 @ & T8 A< | 3T HedT IR G ol b o
goIc o AT Gfaem H s8I foRa o1, A1€ 2005 Th, I8 Y 31 TR I G 8
YT & U 31T TR A Afd e 21 3= forar o 9+ ol ), 94,
Jg W1 T8l P v Us, 4 Us ATST-oAT$] g1, HF H HH AT By, AH
T IR A1,2005 T RIATH AT GRS et ST &7 9 i ¢ | S
BRI AT S aTel BRI, d JAUI-371 ¢ BT WM ATE BV, ol =FAad
Gy 2, 78 ff arg o3| o & T2, W fAean & forg, Jiem agd st
g, FIRT 98 33T 8, AP & oIy s8I HeT b 225 W= 1 S “g” syt
# A S € fadmdiil & forg X9 931, 3TelT Sraeled a7, I folg 3T
UTfhT eRer BT 37d $ D8l ga STy, Y31 Ul -Tei| 3R I8 fUod aoic &
BT & I 39 JoIc $ ATV $HH PR ? 59 H 59 qoIC Pl [ATeIvoT B ST
g Al el HATTI B AR A TR H gg Del 71 b 37Tel g ay § 89 9
e Bl 29 TR BT F1 &1 B9 U1 WR W1 Uhad (499 WR BT AT Aceld &
o TS Ugel URRIT & WR &1 B 8, S BAR Hodrs! Sl GR-4R, 1A
e I W BRA R TRIATS R i fare I 1Y, Wfeh X &l gl
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3N &Y, fI9a TR B BIAT 81 Ui ATel | 999 R B BT | RIT B2
B ST & Nl 3775 B8 AHRIIBI 3 S W81 &1 3BT IR 89 781 ¢a W2 8l
31T AT g8 H, TR $fthds #, 711 gars 3 Yol &1 e iy ' a1 2
T AT GomTs Xl HRcll oY, T ed UfTerd, 98 3fS1 §$d A ol I8! o
3T AT Y Yol BIedR 3R IRAT | O ¥2 21 31F q191R H It a8+ a1 /7l
QTS ¥ e 37T HITeTet Wil ST &1 &, clfebeT Sqeb! fort Tel &1 AT AT A1
GoITs B a1l Afth ¥l & WRBI F RIS &, SHD! Dls (odl Tal ol e
P! BH P BRI IR ¥l 31 B A i fiRTae e & 81T a0 T 71l &
forQ ®1g gTvs 9 931 &, S9! fh=ft 1 foam =81 €1 foa=t siraegdhdr € SHd
AR I 3R AT GATS Bl &HAT I¢, SHD! qoIC H PIs AT 8] ol A
S AHID STANT BN, $HD! (a1 Ta1 1 519 3R &1 § 89 17s. <. dravetiof
I PR T3 Tb-11dh STANT BR Ahdl &, I9 8H ol § Tl T8 DR el ? 379 Ve
# R.Yve . Sl. & forg, ¥a g9 &1 0.1 Uferd 3@ €, 99 s94 fd TR 9
3MR.TUE. S, BRIT? ¥l & Sff 379 31y €, I o &R W 3@ 91y, 99
TR R 8] 9 I8 &,d9 gARI ¥ f999 W & B g2 S9H &9 O Bl
STRIR TET <X Al | STHHTINT ST, BHRT Xl Ueh ashegs H B TS &1 H ale]
ST & foTY A1 U ATl D1 ARBR U I8 TS9S gs, I8 78] Hedl g, Ul 49d
ff & E1 ¥t faTe ok gere § a7y o €, # e A {6 9% B e
ATt B oS 81 89 Ui I, Ui fheiifier R 14.4 U9 =11 S & Hddld
g gfcr gt uftr foretiiier o= 15 94 Biar €1 safore et 2 gocht €, S
GTCT 961 & I3EdR dTeii 31 I&T8RYT 3R H §, 3R 3RgaR # fsmu 7 fired,
3R AEIR BT APl T¢, Al IRIGR B HICT Bl &1 6 T~ B, 8 T~ Bl
SRIIR HT T Al Ia1 &1 21 § Sb $8 8T g 1, A 17 I AR arel
gl 93 €, A <7 gaaur gerd gl 1 fISue 9 3R JIEER Bl drdd 7 fe,
31X 3R SEAR BT Aol 96T Iz, A 11CT T Il ol SHHT 372 I8 T8l
2 % § 98 Paal g % IForer 7d e13il, SR qe1sil 89RT |l BRIS &1 T
B3N &, ol WTHIdeds ®U | SATeT et o, <ifdh Sil g €, S99 afR
U1 =78 ST, <A1 &R AT L, S AN S 8, 96 AT © fob 8% A1 IR
MY, A ATEITS Al B Ui gdheldl 8, IHD! ATA-Galls ¢ SNl ol SAIIY
TARY A9 TSI FHRAT 1 I 9IS D 21 319 ARl St bt foh SR A=t Bl
SIT| JTID! SITHTRT o foTY H qamT =redn g 6 Xl H i1 3R Frd § A
B &, STD! T U Ufrerd WY T8l €, I8 e 0.8 ufiaerd g1 e | /e
RTY 5 gas wfcrerd At €, ST STUR &t § SITd 21 Ugel 81 22 Ufiera < %8
Z1 e DY 3R A1t ¥ 100 I frer <2 €, Y 22 U9 S @l A 31 <8 €, &
Ryt T RT3 €1 319 S SATGT 3R It
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HTST T3, A1 A Tg el B FATS - STETST B R HITT YH B T2 8, AR 39 <9
H ST U wifc 9 <@ 7 €, S I A AR, S Bl AR I ST
IRy, 39 Ve Hifd # I8 IR Ferr< &R-eR a1 df @reft g, a1 a1
TH.GY. GO U, AT GRIshE GO U Feidd e T8l A el U1 3T, 98
T i1 319 99 gfeera A WY €, S W WISl 9gRll, g & g e
Hehcl| AT FTaT W 9] 39 91 B gollold T8l o b SHBT WTST g1
REY| 3F 3AP o AT &1 B IR & —Td &, oex U Bl I, o §A
fasrelt § ger €, <ella™ 3 gal € & va Yo SRw Yeiedt vk a1 9,
aqifes a1 w31, A9, B9 |F AN Sl ARG q61 Bl SURAT Y PR adl o,
URISR ®I 81 & T8 T <, A1 A1 U Xl TR Nefe™ QiReT &1, it
ST /AT Bh T B | 319 I8 ST FATGT T &, R TR SIT&T el &
Al I TS B Gf<!, A Hea g goie | 3N 37T <1 goic J1 AT 9T Bl
freriiex, % A W & 15 T &1 69 2 e &, 1 I8 MREye fhde
&1 e Aehel1 €72 BR S dTel ATl & 1 Xerd Bl (AT g BIdl off R&l 2

IYFHYRT Sft, AT WS B SRIT| TE YeTd Y AT BT TG FST
I B 3R Yol T BHT 7, AT 63 TAT A AT 9 31Tl 81 91§ TRY
HET b QAITHRU & M W 650 BRI @l of o1, A 7 A, AT qIST 98T
fem srg =Rl @1 7U-Y TWe ge us W@ €1 SeH Pw fear b s 10
TfTeTd SATST ATl HTST ST, A1 99 gl el 3719 I Ugel 81 BH 8Id &,
10 TFRTeTd SATST < aTel T At fiet o fihR et w30t 3ot dis ergerardsy fos
A wrer a1 ggr =l aiiero § Ue gR gerl 21 Ugel I+ Iy, i 10
TR¥C SIIGT &1, 39 BH 81 g9fery 10 IR¥e Jgf Wl 9¢ M7l #Heley, fod
HAT &7 FrewaRH |18d o M P A1 TARI G bl AT A BT H1ed WrST 89
BT YT U 3NMTd FHRAT Bl 3R 399 SATST 8 AT ST g™ I ¥
BIRTET BT I TAT-GAT AT Golls Wl TSP BT I TS §HD (ol Bls
IS AT A B T DI ST0Rd ©, $ADI N goic 3 Juf 39T B

&1, T P TR &1 S} B8l 7T & [ A1 galrs & (g 379 g1 HioTe
B I 0 IE fHdT st U €1 U IR B9R J&i &1 #i7dl &f o1 )
s oAt — 2R Ve | I8 qui-qas | <ol o1l a8 H ARl A 394 g0 |
SR a1 a1 I g/ ST & MM | FAIMP 9 & S &1, SR 2R et
BT AM 8, I B 99 g, 91 TR Bl
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TG TEI T Y& AT 1 STV I8 Teil 81| 31 MSHT ol T&l ATel Bl of ST 2l
el G H a1 3resT ol fb el WS, Bis 91d o1l SU IR U & HUR T
Bl SIG 1 SATET o, ST SHY 8 S| 37F 1 ART UG P q18 7T
fpat a=iefl, I8 fega & X1 # &d MY, $H BT A1l gatTg 81T 3R
ford=T U 9T ? U Sl BIC-BIC 9ATd &, Sl f$Sfol &1 |ard &, Sdd IR
H el HATAT BT Pls IR 8l 81 S8 3MYBT U AGTid ®Y F Al IR W)
og foar fo 0, <Al 919 € % 3 31 &% ¢F 3R S9df SHX & oY ol 89
S of ST Gebel &1 A AT o7 & S7a STt T <& I8 U IR g3l 8

T AR "I AR & b T qoRdt 1 9 7 & 9 5 T B
STTQIT| B BT S ? 7 139 & 61/2 &7 81 gfeehet €, A1 Ybed 7 & A 5
& 1 B ST ? 39 fAV 319 R e SoT R 82 HEH BHRT VT 8- I
SIRCHT THIF| AR O™ T STIRT ST SISl TS JuRATa! 8, ITD! 4T 21!
R1ed e TR {3 Verd 3 guRare & IR H $B 8l 5l 59 UIsde daex & A1
ST T 2 3R Ush I SaReHT Thid oTTs 21 319 § ug By 1Y AT e8! |,
el HAT U IR H 3R] 119 9 b I8 I SACHS ThiH & Ul SHR)
3 AR I b1 ot AT 319 3R S T 3R I SAveHT b # forar
HITeTd TR &, g1 A 4 T8I AT BE| IE Ueb 81 TSI BT S ]Iel Al T8l
PRAT T, T 3N I P of | 379 3R A SUYTT § Al UH B hal 87

GRE AR GfILT &1 A 39 Iore § g T 1 el 21 3R T I3
gfaemali & ar | u¢, § el UR a8 § ATS, I $9H U A<S] a1 © AR
TE 1 STl b BId &b ATS! Al Ie! S1H 8, FRIepT H S -g1h” W HR]
g [ R It agr & R | P foran € a1 foran € fob Aofievor g —
HFRYERTZOIN | ARETVT BT, YB-TTS BN [ BT aR GATAT, A Gl Il
STTQIT| HAAT 9IS HRYCRISOIL ATA! AL F IR § U 2eq 8] Pl T
g1 BEl v srTE fafhear ¥ iR g™ SITE Yot | M) @ ATS AT, U
S AT 1 g5 18 el €1 3R 84 AT Jiagnadl Bl ue 1 HRYCRIgoIe &
Ryamr A=t ien & fy o 781 He1 81 379 I8l FFYEX (b 8K 8, e
SN S €, 98 IR Gl dTdll & g 1 37d §ev-e A JARET0 gl
IYFHTART S, 3T fPY exAIT I M &, S STRE 811l A & AT
i | 7aerd g8f ST BT &, THIS ] 8, I8 317 BIS ol ST IR HH-
H-HH Gl o b =l Are] S A 21 <1 el BT U el 59 AT Giaensii &
foru v fob drgex
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WG], §exie Widl, R ARY Veld Giaemd 3ud daAi § Yo fdadd 3% §
TS 311 et A Bef 872

GRETT &b I | AT 3T 81 b 2-3 gR=wrg QA € Sl sl goie
H S P R IS Y &I X BT GRE 89 [ for=a g1 o7 37 v qore
AT T, I &7 W) veriTse 81 X2 1 31 Ush YadTse gl <l 9 foTy 37dhel
X HAT B H ST TET AT, <AfhT T8 Pls YRaT awe 81 8, AT Jagiy
T8I 1 PR BH aIRIde WY H 2010 H BART Vel DI [a%d VIR BT G771 A18d &
a1 oI H9 Pe o AT gorTs 3 i1 Nl 899 Uab [I8TS S ofdll 8 3! I8
JADBR eI B b 8 AT Nl SN [+997 Il €, il §aveHe 8l 8, 98
99 3 g9 e IO SATET BIT &1 HAeld A 1/3 AT HTST oIeb a8 5 AT
e SR 1 9@ 39 IR e SRaul fUoell IR YT B ol AISHT ATHT
15,607 BRIS BT oY 3R §H IR T 14648 TS BT &1 3R AT $HH infiamation
Al ST < A1 el HATerd 1A 15 B9IR BRIS Bl AISTT 14 TR RIS TR ATHY
It B, 98 {999 TR &1 Y $Y FHA? H8Ied, s olgAl & ¢ fUse ay
RaTgos TRIHT 1630 FRIS HUY AT 3fR 31T Foic TIRIIT 651 BRIS & almost
1/3 of it. 3@ TS Yol TS $7817 48 @ &l 6, Gal DI Gl 1 &l 8, <l g
Fel 87 HelGd A IR IR Usell IR 1 §9R $RIS Td g7l T, §9 IR
6090 PRIS X1 &, Y b APV R (ISl IR 3835 BRIS W g7l T, 5
TR 3409 BRI B T&T & 3R GaR| Sl W fUsell R 425 PRI W g7l o,
S dIR 293 BRIS UR 3T 1T &, ¥l §91 R {UBell IR 518 BRI [+aer garm A1
3R $9 IR 313 FRI$ 8l W& &, WISV et 9gd IR gaf & i1 & S99
B ol IR 181 RIS T3 AT, 5 IR IUAN 931 &, AT 160 HRIS I 8T
g I glaemsli wR ol aR 41 222 PR @ goT AT 3R 59 aR W 222
TR &l B, AT Sl 3R Ryl sawen # ygel & SA1aT U1 o 81 37 i
ST STGT Tl M- T I - AT Wl &2

SUHYRT AEIGY, F9+R # S8I1 89R A integrated railway
modernization I TR YeTd BT TTSTHT BT Wl IGT & IR 59 W07
H Y SHDT Ioeld BRI gU I8 GRIT Sl A IUR AP HET b 1Y EMHT
el B, TRT-TIRT| S & AT Y 98 I8 , clibd ! GIa daeliil?
9 AYTHIBRU TR 5 gl § 24 IR BRIS AMBY, IGH 4 TR BRIS Al
YT NeTd WUl B A MU O ... Bl IRBR H 12 IR BRIS Pl
PR IGT AT AT 9 BRI 4 TR BRIS dgf I 31 77| 379 98 hed & b
internal accrual T i YT, B 3730 HRIS BN, TR
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[14 March, 2005] RAJYA SABHA

H 6 BOR BRI IOV HBIGY, IFBT G URUTH SRITI g€ I 10270
BRIS A IET B 3 A Sl goic <@, I9H A1 39 10 EAR BT el Sooid el
21 IS HHIRE 9 39 A4 € A1 T8 941 €, udT Tall {9 @5rerg 7 st
Ho1 &1 © A1 ET uaT e A ey, B B YR aa &b USe YR daa Bl
DI @ TSl 81 U BT & fory forem & fearg | Sta €, oifd simaa! a
R gEo! §1 3D DI RIY, T8 7 Fwt E2 fa @50 < 78 ) €, Ao
JATANT AIF 78] I8 &, 99 GRadT dc &1 & I8 Yh-31 g7d 541 1) e
ST

SYFHTIRT HEIG Y, 5 Xl b Ihege | U AR FHRT & 3iR I§ Had
S X HAT 1 el X /3l 1 A1 &1 Ha™ g1 Al U < Bl 81 AT Vel
H 16 ARG HHART B B & 3R 12 TG U9 YR 81 w@rnfas & fb s8R
Il A WY TSI ST I8T &1 Ul I8 T e 58 PI U2 Y 81 311R 65 ATel
H AR S, Afp 319 8% U9 20 ATel U9 SSTdT 81 31T 7 B9IR HRIS Ul
U39 TR W 81 YET § Jdeld 3R Yeld U ®UAT HHICH & o 13 I SFdh! ver
TR 9 TS ¥R 31 Xfd Bl BATS & U 0 I 13 T U HHa1RA) &l AT B &
S G § B 8] DR IR &, R S Yerd a1 HaT & ot 319 31T T
% a1 BN WRIGa, 31 3TE © o Yo #ATerd  Hel 3T Soolkd ganl 8
% &9 AIaEIRIE dR W FEl TS Uh Jedidhd HYl| FGAIRTIS AR W
I Y BT Y HIT & T8 W 37 SThR fha1 972 37T 7 EOIR,8 BOIR &
3R wt VT 1 71 81 ST o Yefd H 10 oG B9 6 I ¥ 3R 20 ARG UIER
MR AT Bl ST A1 Nl | Sl HTH HR I &, Sh! TAETE B off &l 8 3R
ST UeTR & STh! YR SITST ST X&l 811 3719 el oIl & b ) @1 89 59 W
AT TS| 319 SR Y ST H9 ET foh I v f ol aferet €, a9 v
$ IR 4 Al 37hel X $B T8 DR Al | I8 ¥l b I9 BT I 81 T8I 5| 379 89
P! g ARBR P Y H, X1g YT, Al GIT, IS Bl (DR 59 IR GIa-T
BT b SRy 87 Q131 BT 30-30,40-40 Tl G99 < &, I RIT o1y gofc §
39 U9 B SR | B9 I i 98 A1 981 B Gdd b 370! U3 98 aR
ST I8 1 IS IR 81 &1 d B B b 7, U STPI o1 1oyl Uee J 6t
HEITS VAT BIT &, IS Hel I ATTIT? 31d T8 Ueh AR <! THRAT 3MTh AT Bl

O 919 I8 © 5 v @ 9t ol BR tfdefads €, S9 slsax
NI e fadisr # 3R 7 ST <1 3781 81 89 6d Bl Ul 8, Xel b Sl QR Al
90 €, ITP] 9 HIGHH © [P WS & a8 Sd 8H Xl Y DI Al S I,
SO ST, ATUR g4, S 6 fIU wrarfad wu | &is foft erF df o =7al, al
A AT (+Teh &7 Wil | I8
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JTITID AT, S BIs Torat i ffl 4. SAER ot 8w Sl &1 Sl GRT
efedIvT o1, IHH BN ATGITH &5 Bl ATHR & &5 Bl M g Bl
IR BT $HH Yeld 7 IAGT B Ui 9! 3H1eAT @ietl| 1950 H fordor
MBI o1, 1955 § T HIa thaesl URTRR 4§ T1 1961 § TP Siofdd Al
IRIORA § 711 1984 H EleT TUS TRTS SR § g1 3R 1985 H PIa e
YR H T 3P 19, ) SR & JFAR, ¥l 7 el 20 aui § S~
IR (Bl IUTGT gl H 81 781 STelll S1eb & b AT GG, B o1 37/ I
R &1 8 &, ITb 71 X BT 61 N HATAT BT DTS AMDBR] g8f ST T8
TS| 3TYD! § B 6 IR B BIar el B1 9 3R I§ 1 HYRAAT B
I thaed] 8, SAD! W | TSl B et H 15 BOR AN HTH R & AR
Al 7 BSIR B BRd & 3R Y8 QM1 8% AT I &) S g1l 81 oo
Y QAT 40 A1 gRTT &1 Q= FRART # TR $Riese oift gl Saad+e
T RreIRer &1 b J1gT BT 7 Pl fh oy BR yfeefde § @l U8
Blcd, BT, I8 91 FeTT Xl &l S Tal EEgd T ISl Tl 38 81 89
2005 H B Wfeh Yot #3131y, 8o el gofe § A1 fd BRI 4 e gfear
TG HREHT Wiell S| 31d 89 AR $ B Ahd & 2 §H oI | 2l
fSER ¥ IRT 999 g1 oG8 &1 df W Well B 3MYPI, fh 3 BuRT §
TR BT T TAT BRI YR DR (4TI 379 I§ HAW &, | I8 81 Hadl [ I8
PBIs BRI 2, fb ITHFT BURT I ol U P FiAE & TFH STh! T Tordl 872
ITB! dl 39H BIs A T T8I € R T BURT & AR DI B el 21 IHH A
P H BIS Tl T2 &1 399 IRE, 419 ATel & 915 &9 Y MrSa=M | gt Y| 31
9 goIc H 31T U dl WHT & Sl Ty 8Id &, S9d 12 U GRE Glel &l
fereerg fopar T €1 WifeTe WiE, 3res! a1 B 8Ha! o o 12 € a1 12 UTdl Bl 12
firer SIS 1 |9 BT 81 ST Fell b 9Tt Dl Fred 11, U IS4 & fied
T, oA | AERTE &I U < foar, < fear o < fan, =181 o =781 e, @18
T TET | 91T Hich 1 et Tar, s uidl & firet T g9 ueT 3 ge AegRT
H BII 319 & ERT AN € 6 AUqRT A 01 I A1ep 991 A gAdR Y A1 R
el 7 b TRt g Ridpax # 1mml #9 Ridpmar —9IR™ o UaT o1l #9 Hel
IE TP Rpex w182 a1 i8R & SRl & udT o o uar g i =,
A1 qd g HAA1 7l S Sl 1 Sl fGem qur &5 €, I 4 A1 e
{ I & | I TG A1 B R &9 UeT-HiarHe! H1 g9 | f$ Ui gd 7
2, &1 31 81 7Y, iR I Aarig! | dal 1 3A1? gar =el  1vl-ar4) it g=ra
BT &, 994 AIam™e! # ga Qb & are 4 39 H 1 ard i fiell a1 wrvfde
I W $Y 1 PV 1 8, AXHR Al § o] 9db, TR S &
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3R AR BT BRI 81 Il T 379 Y8 UreTdIe AR 8Rex F RT gar?
fIeR & AR f7el 99 9 I8 g2 il O w9s1 H 721 31111 3 Pef a1, I
fqare # # 81 A w31 St 8, 39 S &1 WaR B Al 7 el § 8 A
JdT BT &, B U DI 57 g3 faapd 81, dfehd 37 dR glaefac
BlIehHY THH RT 9T I8 872 31T SFBINId] ST DI Nl BT AT 3MYhT X TA]
g, MR 319 ¥ TAM BISH 1P T FI Il I8 87 MY ¥ 7 TAThY
BT BRYT Il X8 &1 el TAT, Sl Yol BT &, T8 BISDHR db] T HMH B
2 219 @ Fear g f5 I 9§ ok Bad U W8e o 9 WY 99 <, @ 9
CHAIBH H ST BT SR T8l B ... (JAHH). ..

it daidR JEoit (AfRFH! §91e) UTeR wiic &1 fha g fdar on?

N THIT BN S9ET SR H IS 8] R Adhdl, d18% Al § B
FHT g1 H A1 g8 BET (b W SHLT IE RO RET & b Xl R 37T ’Tg
3 9t 99 < Fifd SaT Ri=fert e €, W1ge oifw 9 S € gar i
forer ST fob 59 foTT 3TelT A BIS &el B B) SToxd T8 81T Sefidprd A
S B IMZE IATH d SHd! dTdhd &, SHD MR IR I8 U1 HHT Hdhd Bl

R, H AU HIYOT & 3 H 1 & gl
it WA ARTSIEAT (TSR = TR IS B 377U TS [T, 3
Bl B ARBR 7 TS, (bl

it g ARSI VTS, (3T, SAfY A1 89 I8f 3MY &, 3179 &l Wi 34T
I A1 & A1 Ffefg) 8 ARrore b, A1 98 8Te g7l 3fd 3R 377y R
HelHIXd QSII(’i-‘I,Fﬁ ‘HIQN, MY DI W%ﬂ%ﬁm’?

TR, SHH T AT Bl 1 SEHY 98 g &1 ¥al &, foat ik § de
BT L BT BIAT ARG TART TRBR DI T QAT Ao off, 39 §ARY
DR B T8I D8 Aebal, G B AT Y, & 15 3K, 2007 B FHRT
fRrgeaTt 7't | SR &Y ¥ 71 | 1 G, D oY & U weHiR-ard)
Xl gRATSTT F18 off 3R S qHYEg I A g9 2007 Tb, 6-8 HEI HH
SATET A1 H ST [hdl §, IRT HAT AT Sl 8H IR-IR HIAR A HAT FART DI
g e 8, A HIR SR H TG el BIdl, I8 M SR qP S 2
BTRaeh 3feg ool AT Hi 317 Y|
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1 1. BTR® JGAT (S 3R HIHR) 37 91 2, 3777 Fiferg|
AT b " s g ana” galis) ol bl s 6Y g

27} THIG HEIO : S HR A HATGHAN] el & dl 84 HLHR b [Ty
S dF el dfcts SR & ST 9= SR 3ol &7 I8 Yol aRaremr
18 oYl B9 |a S & [ I8 Yol I UhelT & forg, I S1f e & forg
ST & AR I GR&T &b o1 ol STadl 81 I8 el el -1 o forg &1 1€}
SR I8 Vol §AR ol 95 A1ohd Bl el 91 i MToT A1 HeHR-8eT |
U FRIfT H BaTs ATAT & STeTTal g GERT T 81 g1 379 $HH BISTS 8
HEHH 8, Y8 Bl 59 99 S8l & H 9 Dl §, AAH 599 IR TharR
I Bl T3, THRTY 3T &, olfhd 39 IR Vold faWmT 7 81 &1 @ o= 9y fh
BH I8 URITSHT 81 BR Hhdl & S-_I1 WeTs | b [T 319 Yol Hayl fat 7=t
P YT STTY, TETHAT & YT ST, H A7 91291 ST {6 IR o ge 3+
HANE YD, B GHI ISP Sl TRBR DI IE B8 Fhdl © (b IRPR YT
BT 59 IRIISHT & foIT DS fI9¥ 500 BRIS, 700 HRIS,1000 BRI B TSI
2, fTT a8 et # wd A% |l 81, 31 € T & 989 IR AT 997 99
STt €, Tt g Tl 1y VAT BN o el € 3R, 2007 § &I el &I, 9%
2008 H BT Wel, fHdl Ty 1 15 ST BI 89 SR X1 A Sf 4gd, g Sl AR
AR BT AUAT T, T8 WeTs H 7 TS| 98 Sl IR AR BT YT T, I8
IRYTSTT WeTs 4 U] 81 31 T & 1o Nl Pl gHDT STANT I HRAT TS H
3T AT AH-9R e 9 81 9HI< R I8 g

3 #,5 If o AR & W9y # o T2 a1 = g
Y[R Sf, ARY g Sl & o vt @ gfifa dar axre =i I &-d
g, B 9&d1 & % Th HRIs <1 Ag a7 A1efi og 9a Y 9g9 Y 87 | Every
second railway passenger per day, at any point of time, is in Mumbai, H‘«‘sl’é’ Eill
el o I Sl AT I HRA 8, T8 AT 60 AT 65 AT &l A S AT &, H
qwIS Bl § ST TE| P &1 §, VAT T8l & (b gwas (b < 81 & AT bae
HERTSE & ANl dF &1 H o arga & gen § 1 fJert g o I8 2
TETS & 3T JTR R s ¥ I&d 8, SEAE
+ Originai notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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A ORI TS H Y& SRS Hadl TERTSE & €1 IS 781 81 98 o
HAT ST b X A1 H 5 &5 b foTy hadl <A1 @rg+ 81 51318 AT, half of the
passenger traffic, S IR # $& Tel Bel TIT, 9N I8 1 Iel-gells € &l
2, T Al I B 2 AR g Sl & o 353 &1 ugell Vol Al Jig
{10 & forg P @t 718 off1 I o1 A E 5 s 9 ol & o g% g8 8l
SXTH BITBIT BT THR o] o7, Fifh Yol BT ST8T I8 Hedl & fb I8 A
R % Q1 ¢+ et off, Ua BiardTar | Tetlviel & fofg a9+ arett off ok gt
g 9 S & fory, foeg ST Rig §vmret S a7 o1, g8 Sicidl & U Hel 99
T 3R g8f T1 Ugd Fpbl, $UI goie A I Uel TR UR T8l Y (AT ST AP
3R grrg Gfeh ToTald AT, ST 17 g&f ug=r iR A1 84 I WU U gafl
5 & feg e ) v Yo &1 U o & R I 9 X 9T &1 IRY
fepan T SfiR STt QR FEgIT H Yol GIRT AT DR dTel AN H STHIT 3 AN
YT R &, SN &7 & {7 T IR IR TR¥ B 1 X&1 37 46 ST § A T
ST A1 7T QY TSI HH W BH Ul | g a9 ol Y AT o, [ Tb Al
T Y 781 21 89 IR-9R HE I8 © b s &b oY il vt TS 2, IFH 1
o= o) TSI & I R 3179 IRE fe&i 3t B v fe= # Sigt forar at 66
Y BT €, foreg SO 200 I AT B §| IRE fel @ BIg 79t T8 @
TS, Al & forv Were =t &1 Bis =4t 781 o) T3

BIABII H YA Xel a1 Y6 BI I R8T &, g 7D a1 61 Gfeb
PIADI Yeb SUTR &, H T8l SIa1 & a8l X & o= org @ o wfifes
YT B & AT TS B B et 7 WY ffirTd Y dar g% @ o W8 €, § T8
ST b T8l IR g-al g A g ara eRd € A1 781 BRd 81 o
IER P 3R, ORI SUTRIY gD el Sl &, ST ARd & A AT 91 1]
B, agl A1 3Tad gRT YA Vol da1 &) g1 feell 9 &4 BIs Riprad 78l 8|
IRAT U AT HIABI DI YT X AT TG4 B, fbeg S92 g
i1 81 8, Wifeh qrars STef 65 g &fth gffas ara rd 8,7 erev o
319 Y NeTd ATg BT ST IAHa &, VAT RAT H ST Ueh-311er Hejaror
AT BTN ST & Fhell AT 6 &1 I8i W YA Vol a1 gelrg ST Fehell ©
3FIdT 8T HH A B, T8 JHIS A DR JigT I AT Pl dP ol AR R FW
Tol, RIT SADT PIs T (Fhel Tl & ?
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3.00 PM

1 HHI-HH 1 & 6 AR ATl 7 Tefed! Bl & =M I8 DI AERTS
D o g afe AfqgE § wE dene 8 iR g fER @t ISt
g D1 PO UGG 81 Geb, § R A1 D1 A AHH [, <ifb B9 4 HH g8i
R YT et a1 A YR B S e ol bR I <1 b1 g a7t 781, v 8
3TYT HERTS, AT9Y of o], 31 &1 H B8 qdhdl gl ... (FILM)..... I9 g St
dql geHT ¥ SRl s ¥ €1 I8d Bl GRS A $Had 3T & HEA1 aredr §
...(TAET)....

St TR AR (UfREH ST S )T A1 98 |, THIG Sl

it yHIE gEeE B9 Rt R WaRT 9 Wod Y ®, d 39! dls
e 781 €1 98l I I 89 WaRl W Werd gY &1 Ugd &1 WG el bl uig aui
# afs foreg TR &1 991 € A1 Vol Ioic | U Hidarnsil &l SUR ofax 39 faga
TR BT A8l g1 ST Fhdl, 3P {17 YTd & SIpRTFAR H AR 91 H=em
BT T gRfed SR gfwrsme ewrn 'Rf, ot o1 gl <
R, @arRal § 78 Fereran g 8RN, ufoRagt & forg Y &l TR SR
TS, 1641 el BT AFRIGAT H 2141 Fal BT X qoIc 99 el Gl sarerg §
A [HT § b I8 VA ToIC, I & AR Sl AT €, IqY DT §R B
gD GHLT AT 3N oIy F¥1d 21 &1 98 g=ars|

+ HidET INIgETE WH ol Yfhar dievad ) SRiE
T, ST14 3MTelt, § grferamdic § Yol goic IR 819 dTeil 989 R goic 3l disg §
gIel ST R8T g1 89N 954 81 fagr |l wis Hero |ed 1 9gd 9)d
SFGIRAT & A1 B Wel-HIo! a1l gIRT SHRI AT H Al ST fhar 813
STD! 39 BIEII MR FASIT IR AT JIRBATE ol § b 89 AN Bl
9gd $© Al Bl JiT 1 e Y81 81 IR, I8 91 [ AN S © b verd
Teh FHTST Dl BIIST UgaT dTell eI 8, dfeh § U8 Hgil b ygel FHIST Bl
BTISET UgaT daTel vl 8 3R 918 H ISR = aTell TR &1 JfoRiar &3
TuT H YeTd IR Aol G919 HATHS gl Sl X1 81§D AT AT 9IS Bl IR
AT MR IR ATG e IRY BT Iolg | ATl Gorls § Nold FT fR1d ST & 8
T B g & ArI-re, § S BRI BT W ARTEAT AT S 3-4 91 H ATA
WS B IRE SR AT I F qelifed qifRial @) gl a9 H Yerd A
BIRT BI| 57 DIRRI BT qalid TS YA P SARY A Bl galls H BT
SO 31T &1 B 3Aidbs WX U1 1 212004 3R 2005 & 7Y 580 ffera e &
TR FI&T e & Geprael

tTranslation of Urdu Script.
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[14 March, 2005] RAJYA SABHA

# ¥ed 600 ffer e &1 eI 81fe B ST 78T § 39 $R&RE 9 R
THIE B YeTd o T 2005-2006 & foIq 635 ffera e @1 fFremr awR
fopam E RYSTRICT ATel! ATt 2003-2004 ¥ Gt AT T DI TS| AR, 4.1 BIFET
DI FERRI & GDIael § fTARR, 2004 T VAd 7 Pl A H 8.3 W] Pl
ST S5f fhaT 81 8 WY 95 S &l a1d © &b veofd & Rord e 4 vad
frdTem & foT 37 He &1 Jaaam! ol 6963 HRIS HIY B FhdT 21 S
3Telt, YeTdST Stell B ) TRFD! H ARARITGRT & o0 WifeR Ware adrsd UeT
&I B U7 TET &1 9D 3reldl i g H Iraesiet 1¢-7Y Hroiae efie fhy o
2 Bl BT I UR 3HA SME & (ol AT g1l SAag T8l 81 599
GRA-U-BTel | Y Yeld Y FEd IR g7 IR U Vel &1 399 BIS Ah 81 &
HB ST GHH - U WS STell Sidl I GodfoeTd Hiotae] b dRad! b oy
qolc A SHGIE BRIEH BR H BIb! 88 b Nodd DI HIRTET B AT ff 31 &
golc | <1 S drell I gHGIE Ygel Ua9Tal Wi § 142 HRIS U | BT
3P SO TIATAT W H 2 dRg 76 BOIR BRI w0 81 T8 &1 399 7 R
UHYC TH H, Ffeth Pel ARBI gHATE B Bl & TaaR I AT 384 SolIh]
BT B

Arieded S IIRAT A1eq, ARPS §PAad & @ol A fFHrord]
TEdR & foy WY gHSTE BT S &1 €1 |9 2001-02 H T LA Vold AUE] s
BT a1 771 & MR 39 Rl § ARBoM §HAT &b GOl ¥ 12 BOIR PRIS
w0 B SASIE BT a1 AT AT ©, dIfh YoTd AFT & o] Bl 6 718 &
3&R-37eR oY B a1 S| BTeAifeh XeTd & BT B dals 2001-02 H 415 9
HTHY 2004-05 P SR, &R 2004 TP 175 BT TS & ATEH WIfR WdTE A8
TPH AU & FaoTTa ) ) Te1 81 U 21 31} Y JUHTE ST’ & A9t & T4
TR TAT B DI, oI IR YT | IeA dTel o7 3R Xl | @ b ATl
DI Sl GATS Bl B 6, S T IR AI511 DI HEHST AR GRIET I@T ST A | 3
U WM b IR P! a@HI I Y8 91 A<D ARE SOFR 81 SN & b Yerd
P IR SHATE! SHATIT DI 9gd UMRIS AR STxd &l

erd & urferdl 5 b W aga ARl VAl HSIRYT 377t W HIS[E ©, S
SHD! HBTHGTT TFAT B I8 H IU$T I §s &l A, Ul B 9 WA &
TS H YeTd ST AT 3R Pedd BTRIeT 81 BR UT V&l © fob I8 s AdeR &
[T HEAT B b | ST [ IeR | I &1 <6 & 15 2, | 99 a1 & |qg
il FEad g, Y b A Folc DI WRIEAT PR & qrdSe| gAEl Ig a1
IRTHY € foh YeTd 8189 @ik UTgY olis+ Haexi H 81 dlell SR ARARITGN]
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SHRI PRASANTACHAITERJEE (West Bengal): Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir, in the background of serious problems in the Indian Railways, with the
problems of railway safety, lack of passenger amenities, the lapses of
Indian Railways in many other areas, we welcome this Budget. This Budget
is better when compared to many other Budgets presented in recent times
by various Railway Ministers. Our party welcome this Budget because of
the fact that in the present Budget there is no hike on the passenger fare.
There is no freight hike even on many items. Even in the last Budget, there
was no hike in passenger fare.

Sir, | could not find any programme in the present Budget with regard to
electrification. | don't know what is the programme of the Indian Railways
with regard to electrification. Though the electrification of the Indian Railways
started way back in 1925, as per the figures of 2004, only 27 per cent of
the Indian Railways is electrified. | have not seen the Railway Minister
saying to that. | wanted to know as to what is the programme he has on
electrification? How is the programme going to be implemented? It is a
very important programme because it reduces India's dependence on diesel
which we are importing now. Besides, it is an eco-friendly system. This is
a very important point. | want to know from the hon. Railway Minister.
Electrification should not be a programme for two or three or four years.
So, | would like to know about the thinking of the Indian Railways on this.

Sir, in the Budget Estimates we find that there is some improvement.
There is an increase in the passenger receipts as well. In 2004-05, the
Budget Estimateswere Rs. 13,940 crores and the Revised Estimates
were Rs. 14,035 crores. So, there was an increase of Rs. 95 crores. If we
compare the passenger receipts of 2003-04, it stood at Rs. 13,620 crores
in the Budget Estimates and the Revised Estimates were Rs. 13,298
crores. So, there was a shortfall of about Rs. 322 crores. And, in 2004-05,
as | have pointed out earlier, there is an increase of Rs. 95 crores, while
there was a shortfall of Rs. 322 crores. So, we find there is a slight
improvement. Though there was an overall increase in 2004-05, the
budgeted figure in respect of the upper-class fare — Mr. Pramod Mahajan
trouched it in his own way — as shown in the Budget, was Rs. 3226.36
crores, but the revised figure is Rs. 2819.05 crores. So, in the upper class
passenger fare there was a shortfall of Rs. 407.31 crores against the
estimated budgeted figure. So, taking many things into consideration, like
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the civil aviation, passenger, etc., the Indian Railways should think over
this — why shortfall is there on upper class earning how to make up this?
Though, in 2004-05, it increased to Rs. 20819 crores in the revised
estimate, as compared to the previous year, yet there was a shortfall in
the actual earning in the upper-class passenger fares.

Now, if we compare the goods earning in 2003-04, the Budget Estimate
was Rs. 27,815 crores, and in actual it shows 27,617.96 crores in
2004-05. In the Budget Estimate, it was 28,745 crores and in the Revised
Estimate it is Rs. 40,450 crores. So, an improvement is there in the Budget
Estimates. The Railway Minister has estimated the goods earning in the
current year's Budget, as Rs. 33,480 crores. The increase in additional
earning has been through proposed new measures and rationalisation of
freight structures in 2005-06. There is a serious doubt that due to proposed
rationalisation in freight, the prices of foodgrains, pulses, and certain
chemical fertilizers will increase. It will hit the common people. This is our
apprehension. On the other hand, the Budget has announced many
concessions to the unemployed youth, farmers, milk producers, people
affected by natural calamities. Some new trains have been introduced.
Routes of some of the trains have been extended.

There are a number of Committees with regard to safety performance in
the Indian Railways, including the Standing Committee on Railways. They
have made various recommendations, various suggestions on the safety
performance issue. But could the Railways spend the Budget allocation
for safety-related plan heads as compared to the total Plan size. My
information is, 'No'. | would like to know why it was so. From 1999-2000 to
2004-05 expenditure on safety-related Plan heads has varied from 22.35
per cent in 1999-2000 to 35.33 per cent in 2004-05. Causes of consequential
train accidents have been mentioned in the book 'Safety Performance’,
which has been circulated to us. On page 39, it is stated that accidents,
occurring due to failure of Railway staff are coming down. During the period
1999-2000, the figure was 287. During the period 2003-04, it came down
to 161. Many of us think, accidents occur due to employees' failure only.
But the figure shows that accidents occurring, due to the failure of Railway
Staff, have really come down from 287 to 161 during a span of a few years
only. On the other hand, failure of persons other than Railway staff, was
105 in 1999-2000, and during 2003-04, it was 107 only.
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What is the position of vacancy? We know that some drivers are forced
to work beyond 10-16 hours. As on date, the vacancy in the category of
driver in the Railways is 11 per cent.

What is the figure of the training facility? There is a report that there is
a substantial shortage in the facility, and even that capacity has not been
utilised to the full. In the Indian Railways, there is the problem of time
overrun and cost overrun.

| have the figures of the Eastern Railways. The position of vacancies is
like this. In the Eastern Railways, there are four Divisions. What is the
position there? In the Sealdah Division, there are 66 vacancies of electric
drivers. In Howrah, there are 148 vacancies of diesel drivers. In Asansol,
there are 204 guard vacancies. In Malda, there are 68 diesel driver vacancies.
| have figures of Eastern Railways only.

Some of us talk about the failure of employees only, but the figures
show otherwise. There are lots of vacancies. So, what is the decision of
the Railway Minister?

| have some information about underground Metro in Kolkata. The trains
are operated with problems in breaking system. Very recently, when a
driver and the other Railway staff protested that they would not operate as
it might cause a serious accident, they were forced to run that train. At the
next station, the passengers manhandled some of the Railway Staff. But
the officials of the Metro Rail kept mum. They did nothing.

Track maintenance is continuously being left in the hands of the
contractors only. These are the serious lapses in the Indian Railways.

At one point of time, there was a Railway Minsiter. She introduced
Railway from Sealdah to Howrah. If you walk from Sealdah to Howrah, you
will reach earlier than the train. Shri Pramod Mahajan was telling this.
She issued a manifesto in writing that as Railway Minister she had
sanctioned one Heart Transplantation Centre by providing funds from the
Railway Budget. In one of the election manifestos, he had circulated,
"this Railway Minister has done this But when | became the Member of
Parliament, | had put a question to the then Railway Minister-they were
on this side at that point of time -he replied," Railways have not taken
any decision like that, at any point of time." So, this was..(Time-bell) Sir,
| will take another three to four minutes.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Mr. Prasanta,
how much time will you take?

SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE: Sir, | will take only 3-4 minutes.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Okay.

SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE: No new railway line has been proposed
for the States in the North-Eastern Region other than Assam. This should
be noted and efforts should be made to complete the network of railways
in the North-Eastern Region, so that meaningful breakthrough in the
transportation problems of that region is achieved.

The construction of railway line from Agartala to Sabroom, and from
Agartala to Akhaura of Bangladesh should be taken up as a matter of
priority.

Lastly, | would like to mention about the problems faced by the
metropolitan cities, | mean, the urban transport problem. The metropolitan
cities have a very limited road space. Suppose in Calcutta, only six per
cent road space is available. Delhi's underground metro has been planned
to be connected with the Airport at the very initial stage which, in turn, is
connected to the airport, but as regards Calcutta metro, it has not even
been connected with important railway stations and Kolkata Airport. So,
in all the metropolitan cities, particularly, which are having minimum road
space, having the highest density of population, the metro should be
extended and connected with the airport, with the important stations to
minimize the urban transport problem in the cities. With these few words,
| conclude. Thank you.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Shri Bhagwati
Singhji: absent. Shrimati S.G. Indira: absent. Shri K. Rama Mohana Rao,
you have only fifteen minutes please.

SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA RAO (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, this has become
a ritual for the hbn. Railway Minister to present his Budget every year and
to allow the Members of Parliament and various sections of the society to
analyse his proposals since they, if not properly put forward, may upset
the purse of the common man of the country. The Indian Railways have a
glorious history since its inception on April 16,1853, in our economic and
social integration. With more than 9,000 passenger trains and about 6,000
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freight trains, with more than 2 million train kilometres, transporting 438
million tonnes of freight, and 15 million passenger-traffic, which is equivalent
to the combined population of 46 countries in the world, covering the round-
trip distance between the Earth and the Moon 4 times a day, the Indian
Railways network is the second largest rail network in the world and remains
the Principal means of transportation of freight and services in the country.

Sir, | have identified some of the areas of grave concern in the Budget
and wish to concentrate only on them, since the time at my disposal is
limited.

First, | come to the availability and utilisation of wagons. Sir, the container
movement, due to spurt in imports and exports, is growing at a rapid pace,
as high as 17 per cent per annum, and the hon. Minister has rightly said
that the time has come to allow organisations, other than CONCOR, for
movement of container traffic, since CONCOR alone is unable to meet the
growing demands. So, this move will help in attracting private sector
participation in a big way, especially in the freight-dedicated corridors. It is
also a welcome move to introduce double-stack container trains which
provide much respite to cement, steel and other industries. But, in the
new classification regime, some commodities such as iron may have to
bear a higher rate. This will affect construction sector, especially when the
Government of India is allowing 100 per cent FDI in this sector. Hence, |
request the hon. Minister to re-examine the cases where freight rates rise
for groups of commodities because of rationalisation. Connected to this is
the freight traffic. Sir, 62 paise of every rupee earned by Railways come
from the freight traffic.The investment in this sector needs to grow
substantially and it is the real incentive for trade and industry and ultimately
helps in growing our economy. | understand the main reason behind this
classification is to generate more revenue. In these days of stiff competition
that the Railways is facing with road transportation in transporting freight.
| would sincerely suggest to increase the fares of higher classes to generate
revenue rather than imposing higher rates on commodities which affect
the people as a whole.

| congratulate the Indian Railways, which, in collaboration with NACO
and the Rajiv Gandhi Cancer Foundation, has taken up a six month public
awareness campaign through "Hospitals-on-Wheels." It is called "Red
Ribbon Express." The aim is to cover each and every village in the country
in six months. There would be two sections-one section of the train used
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as an exhibition site with posters and information on issues ranging from
the use of condoms to safe sex. The other section will be used as a
hospital. To generate interest, dance, dramas, puppet shows, folk songs,
etc., are planned. | am sure, this will definitely influence the mind of the
people and the best results would come out. This was to be commissioned
on 26th January, 2005. But, this has not been started. | would like to know
what are the reasons for not starting it. This initiative, | am sure, is the
most effective means to spread awareness to control AIDS in the country.

The railway tickets can now be booked through Internet, cellphones
and also, in the present Budget, it is allowed to book tickets through
landline. | wish to submit that there was also a proposal in the Ministry for
booking tickets through ATMs, and, to this effect, | understand, that the
Indian Railways entered into an agreement with some of the institutionally-
promoted benks such as ICICI, HDFC, UT], IDBI, etc. | would like to know
what has happened to that proposal, and why it has not been included in
the present Budget. | would like this proposal to be approved immediately
because this will also help the people to have one more choice/option to
book their tickets.

As a part of the Integrated Railways Modernisation Plan, one of the
important priorities to be addressed is track modernisation and maintenance.
As we know, Track Recording Car identifies the oscillation characters and
record to assess the riding quality of track and is thessential aid for
track maintenance. The hon. Minister, in his speech, has said that a Track
Recording Car has been prepared and is likely to be commissioned by
March, 2005. Sir, this proposal is a part of the IRMP, and this was put
forward in 2003-04 and was to be commissioned in the financial year
2003-04. So, this is the proposal of the earlier Government. Now, he wanted
to take the credit for what had been done by the earlier Government.

The other point | wish to make is, how a single Laser-based Contact-
less Rail Measuring device will regularly record rail features all over the
country? So, | would suggest for procurement of one more Laser-based
Contact-less Rail Measuring device for effectively monitoring rail features
in the country and this will help in avoiding accidents.

Sir, nothing has been mentioned about the modernisation of Bridge
Management System in the Budget which is very crucial for the safe
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journey. Sir, of the 1.2 lakh railway bridges in the country, 44 per cent is
more than 100 years old. It is true that the life of any bridge is governed by
its physical condition, and not by its age. But, to our utter disappointment,
there has not been any mention of it in the Budget. In 2003, the Ministry
had proposed to undertake pilot projects for underwater inspections, non-
destructive testing techniques like ultrasonic, acoustic emission, strain
gauging, etc. | would like to know from the hon. Minister as to what happened
to that project. Not even a single pilot project regarding these has been
mentioned in the Budget.

Then, Sir, nearly, 60 per cent of the collisions are caused due to lapses
on the part of the drivers. As a part of giving them the technical backup
along with station staff, the Konkan Railways developed the Anti Collision
Device. The aim of the ACD is to prevent head-on collision, side and rear-
end collision, etc. This device was demonstrated in 1999 and the same
was put on extended field trials. The field trials were completed in early
2002, and this work of provisin of ACD on about 1750kms was also
sanctioned in 2003-2004. But, to the utter disappointment of the people of
this country, who are eagerly waiting for the implementation of this device,
nothing has been done in this regard after the field trials. And, now, the
hon. Minister says that the device is likely to be ready by March, 2005.
The device was ready by 2002 itself and now is the time for its introduction.
So, | plead with the hon. Minister that he should be serious about ACD
and introduce it immediately to minimize accidents. It is also painful to
know that the Railways are spending only 3 per cent on safety. | plead
with him to increase this to, at least, 5 per cent in the coming year.

Now, | wish to bring to light the indifferent attitude shown towards the
State of Andhra Pradesh. Sir, 20 projects relating to gauge conversion,
doubling, new lines, electrification, etc., have been sanctioned for the State
of Andhra Pradesh, either by the Railway Ministry or the Railway Board.
But, to our utter disappointment, nothing tangible has been sanctioned for
our State. | can cite umpteen examples. For example, for Kotipally -
Narasapur new line, the estimated cost is Rs. 423.64 crores. But this
year the Railway Minister allocated just Rs. 1 crore. Then, for Munirabad-
Mahboobnagar new lane, the estimated cost is Rs. 497.47 crores and the
allocation is Rs. 5 crores. For Kakinada-Pitapuram, the estimated cost is
Rs. 66.14 crores and the allocation is Rs. 1 lakh only. For Dharmavaram-
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Penugonda, the estimated cost is Rs. 124.22 crores and the allocation is
just Rs. 1 lakh. And if you look at the total allocation made to Andhra
Pradesh this year, it is a mere Rs. 50 crores, which is less than the
allocations made in the previous Railway Budgets for 2003-04 and
2004-05.

Same is the case with gauge conversion. We got Rs 102 crores in
2003-2004 and this year we have got only Rs. 87 crores. And no track
works were allocated to Andhra Pradesh this year except Tirupati Pakala-
Katpadi. Hence, my charge is that the Minister is not doing anything
scientifically. To substantiate this charge, | wish to give a simple example.
Sir, the basis for sanction of any line is the total area of State, and this wiill
be calculated in proportion to every 1,000 kms of the State. On this very
basis, Uttar Pradesh has got 36.88 per cent of railway lines, Punjab has
got 41.32 per cent. Tamil Nadu has got 32.17 per cent, Kerala has got
27.02 per cent, Gujarat has got 26.92 per cent and even Bihar has got
34.24 per cent. But, when it comes to Andhra Pradesh, which is one of the
most advanced States in India, It has got only 18.89 per cent of railway
lines. This is how successive Railway Ministers have been treating Andhra
Pradesh, with contempt. Hence, | request the hon. Railway Minister to
kindly do justice to Andhra Pradesh.

The TDP Government has shown keen interest in MMTS and had
successfully completed the first phase 0f this project. Now, the second
phase has to start, and as per the agreement, the Railways have to pay
50 per cent. The remaining 50 per cent has to be paid by the Government
of Andhra Pradesh. The Government of Andhra Pradesh is ready to pay its
share of 50 per cent, and for reasons best known to the hon. Minister, he
has not allocated even a single penny for the second phase in this Budget.
He has not allocated even a single penny for the second phase in this
Budget. So, | request him to ponder over this and release the funds without
any further delay. The next point is, it is good that the Railways have
decided to develop 317 stations out of 8,000 stations as models stations
by March, 2005.1 would like to know from the hon. Minister which are the
stations that have been identified for modernization in Andhra Pradesh
and the progress of modernization of stations that have been taken up so
far. Then, the Indian Railways, in co-ordination with BSNL, have initiated
measures to introduce telephone services in railway compartments. This
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has been introduced on experimental basis in Visakhapatnam. | had also
raised this issue last time. The hon. Minister replied to me that there is no
such proposal. If there is no such proposal, why has this been experimented
in Visakhapatnam recently? (Time-bell) So, | would like to suggest to the
hon. Minister to take up this as a pilot project. | understand that this
facility would be made available to the passengers only till the train leaves
the station and the same is not available in running trains. | also understand
that the BSNL people are observing the signals in moving trains. | request
the hon. Minister to quicken the measures so as to introduce this facility
in all trains because this helps a lot of passengers.

Now, | wish to bring to the notice of the hon. Minister some of the
important proposals which are gathering dust in the Ministry for the last so
many years and some of them even after sanction have not even taken up
for implementation.

Sir, we have been demanding for introduction of Rajahmundry
Shatabdi which was withdrawn for the reasons best known to the Ministry.
| understand that the reasons cited is 'traffic not available'. This is not
correct. Due to withdrawal of this train, the passengers are being
attracted by private road transport and causing losses, running into
crores to the Indian Railways. So, | request you to kindly restart it
immediately. We have also been demanding for a direct train from New
Delhi to Tirupati via Shirdi. But, no announcement has been made in
this Budget. Hence, | request the Minister to look into it and run, at
least, a bi-weekly train from New Delhi to Tirupati. The other point is,
Secunderabad-Guntakal-Bangalore line is now having more than 115
per cent track utilization. So, there is an urgent need for a second
lane. | crave the indulgence of Shri Laluji to take up this job early. Sir,
in 2000-01, the Ministry has taken up the work for a new railway lane
between Patancheru and Jaggipat. But, nothing has been done in this
regard so far. Then, despite substantial increase in the rail traffic on
Bibinagar Nadikudi section, | am constrained to say that the lane
capacity of this section, to facilitate running of more trains, has not
been considered. This helps the operational flexibility of railway
transportation. Hence, | request the Minister to take it up as early as
possible

There is also an urgent need to have a survey on a circular railway
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system between Vijayawada-Guntur-Tenali. Vijayawada, Guntur and
Tenali are important and busy railway stations on the map of the South-
Central Railway and they have become the nerve-centres of coastal Andhra
Pradesh with the establishment of a large number of engineering and
medical colleges in this region. The growth rate of traffic on this route is
phenomenal. Hence, | request the hon. Minister to include this propossil,
at least, in the next year's Budget. Then, we have been asking to increase
the number of platforms at Vijayawada to ease the traffic and also a foot-
over-bridge. | think this proposal is hanging fire in the Ministry. | request to
hon. Minister to do the needful in this regard. The Peddapalli-
Karimnagar-Nizamabad line was started with an estimated cost of Rs.
417 crores. But, to our utter disappointment, during the last three Budgets
it has received only a paltry sum of Rs. 35 crores. With this speed, God
only knows when this line is going to be completed. | implore upon the
Minister to complete this in a time-bound manner. Same is the case with
Munirabad-Mahaboobnagar. The distance of this lane is 246 Kms. and
the estimated cost is Rs. 420 crores. In the last three years the Ministry
has released only Rs.25 crores. With this pace of release of funds,
nobody knows when the project is going to be completed. | also request
for introduction of a new train between Vijayawada and Bangalore via
Renigunta, Cuddapah and Gutti to connect Rayalaseema. There is also a
need for introduction of a new train from Tirupati to Ajmer via Shirdi and
this train may be named as Spiritual Express. Sir, there is also a need to
have a train between Hyderabad and Chennai via Kurnool and Cuddapah.
(Time Bell). The people of Rayalaseema are anxiously waiting for a long
time to see that the electrification of Renigunta and Guntakal is completed.
But, so far, nothing has been done. Hence, | request you to kindly take
steps to electrify the above line immediately. | also request the hon.
Minister to quicken the pace of work and allocation, and see that the
above projects are completed in a time bound manner. (Time Bell).

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Please
conclude. You have taken a lot of time.

SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA RAOQ: | am concluding in half-a-minute. Sir,
there is a need to increase the general bogies in the Charminar Express
running from Chennai to Hyderabad, in the Tamil Nadu Express running
from Chennai to Delhi, and also in the Sarkar Express running from Chennai
to Hyderabad. With these words, | thank you for having given me the
opportunity to participate in this discussion.
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SHRIMATI BIMBA RAIKAR (Karnataka): Sir, the railway is the most
common and economical mode of transport in India. A vast network of
railway serves every nook and comer of the country as a binding force in
national integration.

In his current Railway Budget, the hon. Railway Minister has not touched
upon any new revision in fares and freights. The railway needs to provide
for increasing costs of fuel or power, and, also of salary, wages and pension
liabilities of a big workforce. In addition, it was also necessary to provide
for adequate allocations for on-going doubling and gauge conversion
projects, and, also for new projects just announced in this Budget. People
are now used to bear extra expenses in the form of increased prices of
sugar, petrol, LPG and diesel as also of cosmetics, cellphone bills etc.
Compared to other public transport, the bus, the railway offers the cheapest
option for travel. For instance, the bus fare in the ordinary class from
Bangalore to Belgaum in Karnataka comes to around Rs. 180, and, in
case of deluxe bus, you have to pay Rs. 250 to Rs. 300. But, in an
unreserved second class, you pay less than Rs. 80/- to cover this distance.
Therefore, unlike daily consumption items, people would have gladly
accepted an increase in railway fare as they travel once in a while and not
almost daily.

Increase in passenger or freight fares is the only way to mop up additional
funds to substantial extent. Instead of this, attempts have been made on
piecemeal basis, and, by cutting corners, that is, cost reduction, which
result in saving only meagre funds. The Centre is not going to provide
larger budgetary support to railways, as it wants railways to manage its
affairs and finances better and generate own reserves.

Railway finances revolved around cross-subsidy. For every rupee earned,
sixty-five paise comes from freight earnings. Another fifteen paise comes
from upper class fare earnings. The fare earnings from lower class
passengers account only for fifteen paise per rupee earned. The lower
class passengers constitute around eighty five per cent of total travellers,
and, therefore, heavily subsidised. Now, the Minister has announced
concessions to students, job applicants and kisans. The incidence of
subsidy has increased which is eating into freight and upper class fare
earnings. The Railway Minister's philosophy seems to be that if you don't
pay more, you cannot ask for more in safety, amenities and comfort in
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travel. To lessen the subsidy burden, to some extent, we should curtail
the categories of persons enjoying concessions. Only freedom fighters,
senior citizens and severely handicapped persons should be given
concessions and not sportspersons, who are, on the average, very affluent.

A major share of operational expenses goes for payment of diesel/
power, the cost of which is increasing day by day. Added to this is the
pension liabilities for which no reserve provision has been made as
mandated by actuarial consultants.

The Railways carry coal for thermal power plants, owned either by the State
Electricity Boards or the NTPC. There are huge sums of outstanding dues
against haulage of coal for years. If these outstanding dues are realised, itwill
come handy to meet some expenses. The Railways can adjust its power bills
with the dues recoverable from the SEBs and the NTPC. In order to contain
arrears on freight charges, the Railways should take a policy decision to
accept coal freight only on prepayment by the SEBs and the NTPC.

It is reported that there is an acute shortage of wagons to the extent of
25 per cent of total requirements of wagons. The movement of bulk
commodities like coal, fertilisers, cement and foodgrains (for FCI Public
Distribution System) is severely affected by wagon shortage. Road and
national highway improvement projects are underway and the road transport
sector is already giving stiff competition to the Railways on freight
movement. A decade ago, the Railways used to carry 68 per cent of total
cargo, but now its share has fallen to less than 50 per cent because of
stiff competition by road transport sector.

Because of wagon shortage, the Railways is pressing back into service
wagons already condemned as scrap. New wagons are not being ordered
for the last two years because of steep price increase in imported wheel
and axle sets. Wagon manufacturers in India, both private and public sector,
are not working even to 30 per cent of their capacity because of lack of
orders from the Railways. | know this because | belong to Bangalore.

Because of increasing number of concession categories, the share of
full-fare paying passengers, should be 20 per cent of the total passengers,
the rest 80 per cent comprising defence and railway employees and
concession holders of sorts.
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Now, | want to speak on amenities being provided by the Railways. By
and large, sanitation and upkeep of trains and station premises, in the
South, where | belong to, has improved as also punctuality of trains. |
must congratulate the Railway Minister for injecting the spirit of work
culture among the Railway staff from the lowest Khalasi to the highest
officials/station masters. | do not know about the conditions in the North
or the East. If it needs improvement, the Railways should emulate the
example of the South and bring about a sense of orderliness and cleanliness
in the North/East also.

Long distance trains like Rajdhani, mail/express trains run 3 to 4
hours at a stretch between stations. Elderly/sick persons developing
problems on board, need to be attended by.trained medical attendants
(nurses or para-medical staff) on all trains. First aid boxes, being kept
with guard in every train, should also be made more large with life-
saving drugs and injectibles. Pantry cars in all long distance trains
have improved their services both in menu and service. To help
diabetic passengers-a large number of them travel frequently--coffee,
tea and other beverages should be served without sugar, thus saving
costly sugar which is selling at Rs. 22 per kilogram nowadays.

Another suggestion is to restrict unauthorised vendors, beggars and
hijras who are freely harassing family passengers, ladies and girls. RPF
personnel should also be deployed in every train to check this menace
which is growing day by day.

The linen bedrolls and blankets being supplied to upper class passengers
need to be cleaned before re-issue. But how far this is done, is a matter of
wild guess.

The Railway Minister had introduced Kullars, earthen pots, in trains
and station premises for reasons of hygiene and support to rural artisans.
But even after a year in most of the trains and stations beverages, tea,
coffee, etc. are still being served in plastic cups which are non-
biodegradable and cause garbage-clearing problems. Pet bottles containing
drinking water also cause garbage and litter problems. Because of
availability of bottled drinking water at every station and even on trains, the
Railways is neglecting to provide clean drinking water through taps. In
most of the stations, taps are deliberately kept dry or out of order by
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vested interests and vendors, to sell mineral water to the passengers.
During the summer, this problem will become more serious.

Many of my colleagues have complained about no or meagre allocation
of funds for ongoing projects of doubling or gauge conversion in Karnataka,
especially in South-Western Railway Zone Headquartered at Hubli. Another
important project that has been given a step-motherly treatment is the
modernisation of Hubli wagon repair workshop which is one of the oldest
established during pre-Independence days.

Gulbarga-Bidar ongoing project has not been given adequate fund
allocations. The sanctioned sum of Rs. 15 crores is too in adequate.

For better connectivity between Bijapur and Bangalore, the currently
running express should be converted into daily service to cater to a large
number of traders and business people.

A representation from 21 MPs from Karnataka was submitted to the
Railway Ministry to establish a Divisional Railway Manager's Office at
Gulbarga under the South-Central Railway Zone. Opening the DRM's
office at Gulbarga will result in better operational and administrative
functions. Gulbarga has all the infrastructure to house a DRM and the
Railways should consider this proposal seriously.

Many important stations in my region, like Haveli which is a District
Headquarter still not having a foot overbridge within the station. Thousands
of passengers come here daily, but they have to cross over the track to
reach another platform. Women, children and aged persons with luggage,
have to undergo a great hardship to change platforms. Like Haveli, there
are many other station in this region, with a lot of passenger traffic, that
need to be provided with foot bridges to ensure convenience and safety to
travellers. On safety, | am reminded of some major accidents due to bridge
collapsing, resulting in a large number of casualities. Many of the rivers
turn turbulent during the monsoon season, and the bridges built during
pre-Independence days, have already been classified under 'distress class'.
These bridges should be immediately repaired and strengthened, and
regular, day and night patrolling by gunmen, should be done during the
monsoon season. With these suggestions, | would like to give my support
to the Budget proposals of the Railway Minister. Thank you.
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SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA (Tamil Nadu): Mr Vice-Chairman, Sir, thank
you for giving me this opportunity to participate in the discussion on the
Railway Budget, 2005-06. Sir, first of all, | want to congratulate the hon.
Railway Minister and the hon. Minister of State for presenting the Railway
Budget without any hike in fare and freights. But | am having so many
reservations in this regard. The Railway Minister has generously offered
concessions to farmers, rural students, and those who would be attending
interviews for jobs in various departments of the State Governments. Sir, |
am having one reservation in this regard. In the Budget proposal, It has
been mentioned that those persons who would be going to attend the
interviews, they will get this concession. But, what about those persons
who are not, at all, having any jobs, and who are travelling by train for
taking written examination, to get some job? There is no specific mention
in the Railway Budget about those persons who are not at all having any
jobs, and who are travelling by train for taking their written examination.
There are so many instances where such a concession has been refused
to the candidates who have gone for taking the written examination. So, |
request the hon. Railway Minister to pay heed to their problem also. | also
appreciate the Railway Minister for giving 50 per cent concession to the
rural area people to taken the dead bodies by train in the rural areas. This
measure would prove to be very useful for the rural people. While talking
about freights, | would also like to mention that the Railway Minister in this
Budget proposals have assured that whatever railway traffic has gone to
the road transport, will come back to the Railways. But, in this regard, |
am having one reservation. For transportation of foodgrains, they have
increased the freight. If the freight for transportation of foodgrains has been
increased, it will affect so many other articles, and in the process, the
price of many consumer goods will increase. So, the people from the rural
areas are not happy about this hike in freight for the transportation of
foodgrains, fertilizer and they are resorting to the good transport for
transportation of their goods. | am sure, the hon. Minister will look into the
freight hike in respect of foodgrains, and appropriate steps would be taken
to reduce the freight charges in respect of foodgrains. Sir, the Railway
Minister has mentioned that this freight hike will increase the freight earning
up to Rs. 33,000 crores. Due to the increase in freight charges for
transportation of foodgrains, the people will go back to the system of road
transport. The income of the Railways will decrease. This is our opinion,
Sir. Keeping this in view, will the Railway Minister come forward and give
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us an assurance to decrease the freight charges? Though the Railway
Minister wants to project the Budget as a pro-poor Budget for attracting
more and more passengers, it shows so many deficiencies in the allocation
of funds for meeting social obligations. Naturally, the allocation of funds
for maintenance has fallen. They have just assessed the rehabilitation
arrears, Rs. 15,000 crores for decongestion and another Rs. 31,000crores
for aspects related to railway safety. So many new lines and projects have
been announced. Already, a project of laying railway lines of 7,500 Kms.
is awaiting clearance for execution, and it has been pending since long. |
want to know what action the Railway Minister is going to take in this
regard, and also for completion of the existing projects.

Sir, the Railway Budget does not take care of the long-term needs of the
railways. Our concemn is that the Railway Budget should not derail the economy.
This Budget may be called 'the populist Budget', but it does not take into
consideration the long-term projects. Sir, the Railway Budget simply shows
the pro-poor image. Just for exhibition, they have not hike the fares. Funds
have not at all been allocated for long-term projects, for the safety of railways
and its passengers, and also for the generation of surplus income of the
railways. From 1997-98 till this date, the financial health condition has
worsened. The Indian Railways would not be able to generate surplus incomes
on its own and it is going to expect funds from the general revenue of the
Government of India. Instead of making minor adjustments and corrections in
the passenger fares and freight charges, the Railway Minister should take
measures to generate revenue surpluses through its own business operations,
not by expecting funds from the general revenues of the Government of India.
The increase in freight charges for foodgrains will lead to escalation in the
prices of essential commodities. That will lead to a price-hike of essential
commodities and will badly affect the poor people. The Railway Minister should
consider decreasing the freight-charges for foodgrains.

For the development of railway land, a Land Development Authority has
been constituted. In the Railway budget, the Minister has mentioned so
many things to be done only on the recommendation of the Land
Development Authority. For the welfare of public, they are going to take
care of so many things like the modernisation of railway reservation system.
Our opinion is, though the Railways are allowing the entry of private parties
and private entrepreneurs, that will not be helpful to the public. That will
only help those who are entering into a public-private partnership for earning
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profits. That is not done for the welfare of poor people. The Railways itself
should take care of its own land and create shopping complexes and
hospitals which the public or the passengers need. The Railways itself
should take care of all these things and should not give them to private
entrepreneurs.

Sir, | will now come to my own State, Tamil Nadu. | welcome the initiative
taken for providing information concerning reservation of railway tickets in
advance.

This is a very welcome step. Otherwise, it would be difficult for the
passengers to know the status of their reservation at the last moment
when they go to the station. Even Members of Parliament, when they
seek information regarding the status of their reservation and other things,
have to wait for 4-5 hours to get a call. So, this should be taken care of all
over the country. Information regarding reservation and other things should
be made available immediately not only to the people with high status but
also to the people at the lower level and the rural level. In this regard, |
request the hon. Minister to set up information centres, especially, at the
main stations which will be helpful to the public, particularly, to the poor
people, and they will be able to get proper information. Therefore, information
centres should be set up at all main stations.

| congratulate and appreciate the hon. Minister for the proposals for
starting new trains in Tamil Nadu. In this regard, | am having some
reservations. He has already mentioned about some new trains and the
extension of some existing trains. But those new trains are already in
existence but because of gauge conversion they have been stopped. The
conversion of gauges has been completed and they are again going to
operationalise the same routes. That is the thing. It shows that no new
connections and no new trains are going to be given to Tamil Nadu.

There was a train from Madurai to Manamadurai in the southern part of
Tamil Nadu. The gauge conversion between Madurai and Manamadaurai
via Rameswaram has been finished. He has mentioned that a daily
passenger will be operated between Madurai and Manamadurai. It will be
useful to,the public. Here | may mention that this train was in operation but
it was stopped for some time because of gauge conversion. This cannot
be considered, as a new train given to Tamil Nadu. After the gauge
conversion, the Minister has only restored the train. He has not given any
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new train or any other service. He has also not doubled or trebled the
service of the train. So, my request is that the service of this train should
be increased because it falls within my constituency. This is my humble
request. In the Railway Budget, it has been mentioned that this route
would be operated after gauge conversion. The gauge conversion of this
route has already been completed. So, | urge upon the Minister that this
route should be made operational immediately so that it would be helpful
to the public. This is an already existing train service. So, the announcement
of a new train on this route in Tamil Nadu is merely an eye-wash. The
Thanjavur Kumbakonam train and the extension of a couple of trains from
Tiruchi and Thiruvarur are existing services. These are also not new services.
As per the announcement of the Minister of State for Railways, a new fast
train between Madurai and Chennai when is going to be there. It is a long-
pending demand of the people. Doubling of this route is also a long-pending
demand of the people. If we get double lines from Madurai to Chennai, we
can reach from Madurai to Chennai within 4-5 hours. This will also reduce
congestion in this route. There is also a long-pending demand for a line
between Ambadurai and Kodai Road which is between Madurai and
Chennai. This will also help to reduce congestion on this route. So, this
should be taken care of because Madurai is the main junction. From
Thuthukkudi, Kanyakumari and other parts of Tamil Nadu trains come to
Madurai, which is a junction.

So, doubling of lines from Madurai to Chennai will be very useful to the
people of Tamil Nadu. Sir, another project for gauge conversion, that is,
between Virudhunagar and Manamadurai, is pending for clearance before
the Planning Commission. | would like to know when the Commission is
going to give its recommendation and when the survey is going to be.
taken? The survey for gauge-conversion from Madurai to Bodinaickanoor
had already been finalised. But, in this Budget, they have stated it as a
new proposal.

Sir, there has been another long-pending proposal from people all over
the country, and that is, introduction of a train from Dindigual to Sabarimala.
So many people come to Dindigul and then proceed to Sabarimala. So,
this demand for a train service from Dindigul to Sabarimala has been a
long-pending one. | urge upon the hon. Minister to immediately sanction
this project. This would help not only the people of Tamil Nadu but also
people from the rest of the country.

257



RAJYA SABHA [14 March, 2005]

Regarding gauge-conversion at the Dindigul-Coimbatore stretch, this
has been neglected for a long time. Also, there should be new lines between
Chengalpattu and Tuticorin. Now, this is the connecting route between the
Chennai Port and the Tuticorin Port. So, the hon. Minister should consider
this demand also.

Then, Sir, | welcome the proposal to connect Egmore and Central
stations. The Minister has made this announcement in this Budget. But |
would only urge upon the Minister that this should be executed and
completed in this financial year itself. | would also request that the gauge-
conversion between Tiruchi and Manamadurai should also be completed
in this financial year. Here, | would like to mention that when the cost of
this project is estimated to be Rs. 187.91 crores, the allocation which was
made in 2002-03 was Rs. 1.05 crores and even in 2003-04, the allocation
was very meagre, that is, only Rs. 56 lakhs. And, in this year's Budget,
there is no allocation at all. Now, the Finance Minister, who also hails from
that District, had stated that the work would be completed very soon. But
there is no allocation at all in this Budget. | wanted to bring this to the
notice of the Government as well as this august House, and | urge upon
the Government to take care of this project immediately.

My next suggestion is regarding laying of line of about 30 Kms., that is,
from Thiruvarurto Nagoor, near Velankanni. Now, Velankanni is a religious
place to which people come from all over India. It is also an important
tourist spot. So, this is also an important demand which has to be taken
care of by the hon. Minister.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Your time is
over. Now you make your last point. You have another speaker from your
party. You are taking his time also. | have no problem.

SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: Sir, a survey was done 10 years back for
the laying of Railway line from Madurai to Karaikudi. There is one area
which is called the Keelavalavu area where we get the precious granites.
Because of no railway line, the truck owners and the lorry owners are
taking the whole profit. If we have a line from Madurai to Karaikudi, it will
be helpful to the granite owners and the people at large; and it will also be
economically viable for the Railways. So, | request the hon. Minister to
take care of this project also.
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Sir, another demand which has been pending for several decades is
setting up of separate Salem Division. As of now, even for release of an
emergency quota, we have to go to the Palghat Division. When we have
one Minister of State for Railways from Tamil Nadu, he should, definitely,
take care of this demand and set up a separate division at Salem. There
was also an announcement that a model railway station would be created
at the Salem station. But this is in the hands of the Kerala Government
officials as it comes under the Palghat Division. For this Salem Model
railway Station, for consumer services, Rs. 8.83 lakhs have been allotted;
for the health centre, Rs. 42.50 lakhs; for laying of platforms, Rs. 50 lakhs;
for computer centre, Rs. 2.90 lakhs; for lights, Rs. 12 lakhs; and for other
facilities, Rs. 9.9 lakhs have been allotted. But it has been on paper only;
there has been no execution. It should be taken care of.

With these words, | thank the Chair. | also thank the Ministry of Railways
with the hope that all these demands of the State of Tamil Nadu will be
taken care or.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Shri Ravi
Shankar Prasad. You have ten minutes; in fact, seven.

it I WY e ([98R): AR SUQWeds WEIed, Sed WIS
HETo off 7 98 fIRIR | 9 goIc & AN 3MAMI $I IR a1 & 6 gad
T BT 8, STPT 31T Qe B MaIhl 8l ©, i Mr. Minister, |
hope you follow Hindi well.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS

(SHRI' NARANBHAIRATHWA): | follow both. No problem. | can
understand both the languages. ...(Intemiptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODLA): Why are
you creating a language problem now? 31Td SIfely =TI @IS Yiee™ il Wl

B IL &2 8 AT Al multi-lingula &, 39 Sifery,fost wer # aiferg |

£} IfA iR wRITE AT S, H v SN Y a1 B QIR §Y, A U qdTe
AT TATEI S MUk 9 efd goie Bl [ a1 82 What is the direction of
this Railway Budget? AT=1g Yol #3it St =1 st a8 it vol goie fear o, |
GHY Fbell § b d G b 91 AY-TY MY A, D] oM b $o bR <
IRy, a1 RIS SR ST Ara--FH BT IR a1 et g, oAfp 39
AT & goic &Y fem Far €2 § amue R Wiyvr § g9 qoic @t 90 SR e
QST XET, A g3l 3HHBT Dls HI Fabel UG a1 galll H 319 A1 B a1l

R TG 3T TR AT X1 H341, #41
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e Sit, AfTeTg W ST &1 SIaY) & 3id H, IThT U |90 $RIS H garl o1
Nerd & it ot Hiotae & forg 0Ry @1 4l 81 81 <1 Se |

AT H#A S, H amue! qarn gt et 230 Yed Hiotae
...(TEE)....

2 B JE@I R, AP G HIAT AT

£} I BRI R, A PR S W AL [ ©, I A
81 & [ A1 H $7ab! a1d AT §, H S9! AR Breb a1 d1el Byl

SUHIETE HEIG Y, H A W1 Sl & A I8 91 @1 91 &
34T 31T 230 YeTd Hrotaed URET &,fATH 43,000 RIS WUY BT Goft fHaer &
39 U9 @) T gaRerT 7 3 230 Ui uioiaed ot fanf=af o n Rafa €2
JATYHT 59 AT BT ToC Wl STl © 11,887 BRI WYY B, MR 3ATA 46 T
o IGH OIS B 8, ITh! RAT-HIT GIYOITY BI 8, 396! T 9IS Sif 7 R
H B! Al I8 A1 BT ay T8 8, I8 9K Ta-9 BT ATl &1 AT 7Y-g T H§
3MY 21 ¥erd fegea H SMANM &1 Ha¥ Y@ |18 21 repeat my question:

What is the direction of this Budget? And where are the funds for that? We
would like to be clearly assured in this regard. Hon. Sir, | want to very
respectfully ask the hon. Minister: From where will the money for the ongoing
projects, which are 230 in number, as also the new projects come? € | 389&

U gl I A, gH g7 SITU| Iofes) qUIe 35 URAC W gehy 5 IRYC 81 T
g, AT a5 ReiH &1 wdha fean 71 €, gafey f&ar 8t € 1 These are
disturbing trends. &9 @72 {6 39 TR WRGR W WY F AY! I T84 H
G| YTd B ITHTOTRT a9, $HD (o0 gl glal & fob Yol Step I Tl | Ve
ST I <Iel, 39D 7Y 3MTagIehdT Bl & fob IEH UIERTT 81, F9Y TR bl AR
IH JUCT AR IR 811 oo a1 Aue! | Y HRAT dredl gl gaadi
RHR -1 ¥oAd WICT T AT AT, IHH ¥ 3555 PRI wUdT MU SYANT fhan
21 38l 91 €, Uadlecd W $I g ©, RIfer Riwed 31a gon 8, od
feew S ol 21 59 3R S B B Al &l fdhT H I U a1
B ATedl § [ U iR gai g3 off, SRUNCT AU Wi &1, SAHT 37 8l 8T
7 BT goIc YT H§ PIg Ahd HI 78] &2 2007-2009 TH T TS BT o7
FAT B 919 Al B 21 but on the perspective planning for corporate safety plan,
there is a conspicuous silence, &IT I fordT SAFTT § fh a8 TART IR A
Y[ [T AT1 3R 3T Veld WIS &b YA BT IUANT PR 8 & ol Il PIRUANT
U] AT BT UP ST F=I= T, S UR 319 T R 2
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TRIS S B e & ol U difero farsss o @t a1d ons off| R=fert
e 31 garl €, ¢d R=yad RIveH 9 @1 &, oifeh Ut Biferor fSarsd
ST BT AT 9gd & TR fawe o, 39 W= 1 81 781 €7 S9 IR 31U F9iC
¥ faegpd guil @l 87 AT SUFHTEIE SiT, H $AflY I8 a1 IO d18d] &.

IuaHTeas (o HAY IETSITEAT) 3T | YD1 Uleeh I &, el
SYTpY ST BT SrelTT AT T 3 AR T IrsUTd 7 H I8 872 39 R A
SR BER Ugd STV

JUATEIE (31 A IRTSITEAT) « 31T 2ATST-9T B8R gH S8y ol S
B ST

i} IfQ TTHT TS 2 R, U1 B3N © b TG Bl KT o BRI ST -
A HEM A SuieR ST A AR AT el g ol

7} ST T T (377 YQW) U8 PIfeTor & IT PIYA|

#t I wHR gwE : DI S IM SN, ATS-A1 T G
ATILIH &, Wel Te| G-l A HISTS Bl 8, Sl MU 3Hd [Tl lwoud ke to
know from the hon. Minister as to what steps have been taken in that direction.

TR, YT 40 IR e ¢fhd of Sl 8, 20 TRAE S of St B
eld BT aRET Rl UHRITe BIdT €, I8 &4 94l STid &1 319 § I8l R U
3R HifeTe AT IS ATET § 3iIR I8 I SSIT AT § 19 IR JATI AU YR
IRl H ATBRIATCISH ST 81T, AThIC T Sl B Bl 3R 0Ta<ll T8 Bici!
3l TS 3T W THRIUAT & 19 U= 7500 HRIS WUT T4 | 9 fo=m 4 ¥
goIe W AT A &7 A1 SUAHTEET Sit, | H3ll #eied | S =arg b
T8 g3 TR #ifers fawg £, S T7 w7 8 {5 e Yord goie o g2 o €
R I G2 R 82 59 R goic 3 39 W [depe guil

3 Rgd g€ Saerudic wR Rt 70 BRIe ©uv @d fy Bl 8= &
YTIET T &2 WX Tl § 98 U IR¥ie ft 81 €, 0.17 TRYIC 81 3R 2N 3R
faerT & IR ¥ TR fo=a= 81T A1 MU goic | SHI s Adhd [adls
qSdl, $dT SIRT W hd 399 T8l &l

H AT BI 91 BR BT A7 QU] BT 37 9] 8] © [ YaRiTST HA Bl
AT o1 37 g8 W § 6 S I Fert 8, Sl gRem B A 2l A
IUGHTEIE S, § 984

261



RAJYA SABHA [14 March, 2005]

RTATRY & A1 I8 a1 aredl g & Ul T 8-10 eI H YaTd & A<
ATAT BT GRaw & Hdy | R o= gbe 81 I8 21 ' O yhR 4 8l
B E (W D E) .. ol A R, viE e 8l ...

JuRrTee (#f A qrrelfen) : SR, WX Uy U Bl Giaer Tal
g, 3Tad! UTel I T W9 137 11 €, SHH 3179 A4 AR M &1 3R 37
SITET Tefil AT ST THR &1 TG | J31 s gfaer a1 2

7} F viep wRTE R, H Ui e 3R arega H ure e § @ ax
Eull

JuHTEIE (31 G aETSIfeAn) : JIfery, J31 Bis fadwd ol ol

sft *M vipR yRaE : A1 H I 9a1 3@ of {6 9udt & aR H# Hft g7 9
Bl & 5 Yord HIcaR™ BN 3R SHIRYl # dl-3iiRfe-e 781 €1 smexvfiy
SUTHTEGET Sft, H 3T {1 I HAY St H I8 S8 BT o fUsel 10 989
B8R, qdT SR T2 3R 9Te &1 AT &b &< 3 i el oIk 8, 39 UR fber
SMURTI® AT 8T &, SHdB IR H A& Bl I

S1. $AGH W ([9ER) : wea s1d <IiTul

it Y TP TS < U7 gOIC BT UIE E, AU BT UTC 81 T2 31 1M
H TR Hhd < 6 I Yerd | iRy H gfg gS 1§ b Bl SaTIDhl
g1 5 Aigw AT & S RIS €, S9d IR H AT HIAT 82 T 34 S T
T STel 241 € 7 39 fhd) ¢ wRaifdeg Wi | X &Y 3aegehdl &7 Sii ¥old
P Yrefded IFed 8, ITh R A BIs AT 87 ... (FagT)....

1. PAGH Y : AT TRBR A ..

IUHTEE (3 A SITSIfed) : g8oll (Interruption) A BIIY,
AT | 3R &R ¥ <X H 319 ST §lei il Al 8T9¥ B Tl ?

it A9 TNITE < W), H SHP SR AT Pl......

Jywureds (37 AN ETeifedn) : g, T $ER IR 9iferg,
JeR TET| T4 # 319 &1 protection < T&T E 37T SIS 91 S 3@ 872

it I THY IS : AR, ST AT A1 IgA AT, AfD AT AT ier
8.
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JuRrHTEe (7 | TSI ): 3177 |e 7 fHeidy qHy - aielt

it 3 TR wTE : AT HA ST, § SuawTedd Sif $ AegH 4, Y
H ATUT HEI (& GSHI-TRAT AT BT STADRIT B b sRN7? AT T8 B
e &1 TeT A T Y TR S Vel BT Yol 9 Y81 7, I Bl IIfr o rmm fRf
27 TR, HYIR B Sirg+ dTel it gl & &1 8, 99 &l a1 RIf 82 #7eled,
ffeel T &1 BT 7] IR 9 32 Yard gof o1 Rier=r 81 gl 8, 39 ot
ATer 1 @R Rf 22 AR7 famgramydes ok 2 f S9! oemfr aga i+t €189
g1 fob 59 TN F 3119 3799 IR & STx Uh19T STad|

HEIG, 3id H U 91d 3iR S P veord 7 g2 3iR faen i i 81
2ISHHT BRI Y8 & b NeTd & 3141 & Iged H TRITAT DI A1 MR AT 1D
ded 31y 21 AEIed, U8 91 H 9gd WRAqd® e aredn g1 I8 safay
HE1 FTedl § [ S &, MeRT &l guivgqul =el §s, S99 IVl Bl gUs
AT =fEyl S UR HRIATE! et el 8, Al g9 §RI U TsfAfvefed
SR R SfARH R ge § T1 7@t 7411 99 1 fa A1y =araefter
facell § TRgd YA ©,S9! U Ulfdiche S a1 Sl &1 Aeled &l
safety & I H, GHCIAT b IR H 3 ARE I AT 817 T8 Sl T8 & 3R
ARY =07 AR &= &7 3wrd sAfey € b acar e f99rT &1 g aefsd
TR SeTcT HH IR ST e Bl 311 &1 Hxal © oid db I8 faar
FAT &1 B 79 T YeTd BT TR Tal Ger ... (Jagr). .

7 ST 93 (SR U : HeISd, MERT UR IS 9 AN o e
SITET B Bl

st *fQ SR YIS : ST SIRT T IR MMYBT HaR YT T MY
<M R2Y, 33T IS fohae o1 2, I8 vl 731 St 4 iy

Jurremy (N A arreifedn) 9oy, dfeyrmeRT @ 9 w9d
DI ... (FAYTT).. TEI-T81, TERT BT G A DIY, TS|

7} XToTa P TNERT P gl IR 1 HIaT Il H 377Y|

7t 3 TR TS : AR R7SNg Sff, (AR gL a7 IS e
BIE? ...(FI)...

Suaurege (s TV qrETEIfean) 93y, o Rl arhd @ kR ¥, 98
g AHAR Bl ...(FTY)... SAD! AT Bl PIs 81 Gd1 bl AT 96
IEY
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..... (FG)... Y dF H disturb B A AMUHI AR IR F A
..(TGT)... I8 STMSY, il | ITSM ST, T e

£} IfA TR TRITE : SUFHTEE S, YT dier AT Y1 IRT FleA B
PR B ... (JIGH)..

1} XTSTE g : SUTHIETE S, § Tep q1cl I bl =Tl g [ ...

IurTeger (o1 Gy aRTSIfEan) : U e, 3T 781 B8 Fahd| 59
TH T8 yield T8 B, H AMTH! allow T B FHATl 3T house BT T
RTY | i, RTofia S, 3T =i 31t 721 &, 319 98 WI1STI 98 yield 781 &
T2 B ...(FIIT)... { ST protection < 38T § 3R 317 F disturb & 32
g, 98 STV RTS1E ST, A §6 S| ... (JIEM)... IRIY, T8 yield T8I B
T &, 319 419 H & 9ief Wbl | ... (AY).... DTS rule permit Tal &l T
R ST, 3179 Fifer

#t A viHR TS : ST, ART IS ber o7 {6 Y9d U 9gd &
HEqqul fAHIT € SiR SN <2 & s ey @1 g 984 &1 wecqul
fig €, gafay emae Yo & IR 7 3R TR foar & @t sraegdar € S 39
gofe 9 el 7€ vl €1 2IE 39 IR | P8 31R A1 TS| &-Iare

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Dr. Bimal Jalan
...(Interruptions)... You have eight minutes ...(Interruptions)...

I S A SIS Ieg sUH BF H 37 B 8, 9 Rebre ) g S
...(GTET)....

At 3 v g AR HAT S BHR 99 SR 7 §1 H S
3R BT g1 Hfrt Ha 7 BIs Rt 71 Bl 21 ... (T )...

it Iofla g : S9e @ I F W B Rear T8 g 2
.. (...

SUFHTEIET (31 AT aETSIfe) : . 9 SIa, Jifery|
| You have eight minutes. ...(Interruptions)... Dr. Bimal Jalan, you have eight
minutes from now. ..(Interruptions)...

DR. BIMAL JALAN (Nominated): Thank you, Mr. Vice- Chairman. Sir, you will
be glad to know that | am not going to make any point on the current Railway
Budget because | feel that a bit here or a bit there is not
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going to make any difference to the Railways. | am sure the Railway
Ministry has received a lot of suggestions. So | want to make, with your
permission, Sir, two or three somewhat longer term points of substance
which are going to make some difference to the way the Railway Ministry
is being run.

The first point | want to emphasise is that given the current importance
of infrastructure, we must recognise that the Railways are probably the
most important infrastructure sector that we have. We do not hear much
about it, except at the time of the annual Budget. But from the connectivity
point of view, it is the most important; it is more important even than roads.
Roads are important. But for long distance connectivity, it is the most
important. For most of the people of our country, it is the most important
means of long distance transport. But we have not done as much as we
should have done. | think this has come out that there is lot more to be
done. So, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, the two important points that | wanted
to make essentially are; one, that if we want to give the highest importance
to the Railways as we should, to use a phrase which has emanated from
the Prime Minister, | believe, that you have to do some "out-of-the-box"
thinking, almost what needs to be done in the Railways.

My first suggestion is that you cannot solve or resolve the problems of
the Railways through this annual budgeting processes. You need a
programme at least - not the type of a Five Year Plan that we have for
different sectors - of five year of massive investment in the railway sector.
That can be done because today we have the resources, we have the
ability and we have the skill, this is the oldest enterprise of which we can
be proud of If we have a five year programme of investments with specific
proposals where the investments are going, in terms of safety, in terms of
expansion, in terms of track renewal and so on and so forth. We know
what needs to be done. But we need a five year approach. This has to be
beyond what we normally do in terms of the Planning Commission, which
provides outlays, and says all the right things and annual plans, which
also say the right things.

The related suggestion, Sir, is that this annual budget, to my mind, is
rather meaningless. | mean that it is 150 years old enterprise; you do not
have annual budget for aviation or annual budget for roads or annual budget
for any other sector. But you have annual Railway Budget and this is an
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anachronism. This is probably a hangover from the British days. One
suggestion, | know it would not be accepted because everybody likes the
high media profile but | have to make this suggestion that if you want to
make a difference to the Railways, then you have to move away from the
business of regarding budget as something very different from the budget
for any other most important sectors of our economy. So, this is the first
suggestion - massive investments,a five year programme of investments
by the Railways for the Railways, for the people of India, broken into physical
annual segments about which an annual report can be presented to
Parliament and the annual report can be discussed. That is what we will
be discussing and not the kind of discussion whether the fares should be
increased by one per cent or two per cent or three per cent. So this is my
first suggestion. | know it won't be easy to implement. The second
suggestion, which is also more difficult from the political point of view, is
essentially that you need to create a distance between administration and
policy making. There is no basic, fundamental reason that if you want to
make the Railways the best in the world, the Railway Board has to located
in the Railway Ministry. | can think of no other public enterprise of this
importance, which is located in a Ministry. So you have to demarcate the
administration which will be the Railway Board, whatever you call it and
the policy making which can be with the Ministry. If you move away from
the Annual Budget, frieght charges, fare charges etc. should be left to the
Administration. The Civil Aviation Ministry or the Road Transport Ministry
does not decide what the toll rate should be or what the fare should be
from X to Y to Z. So these decisions should be made by the administrators
and the Ministry can do the investment decisions and it can make an
massive difference. | believe that you need to subsidise. You need cross
subsidisation. | believe in that. But ministry should provide direct subsidies
through the Budget. We should also provide direct support for investment
through the Budget. We should monitor the progress of what we are doing
from year to year and we can debate it in the Parliament. But, | think, we
have to move away from annual budgeting and we have to move away from
this integration of administration system with the Ministry. It is complete
anachronism, which was probably valid, maybe, 40 years ago, 50 years
ago, but no longer.

This is my suggestion to you: we can have the annual discussion,
move away from annual Budget and create a distance between the Ministry
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and the policy-maker and Railway Board as an administrator. It is extremely
difficult but | would like the House to start some thinking even if it takes 4,
5, 6 years. These are not party issues. These are matters of long-term
development and if we move in these two fronts, | believe that we can
spend hundreds and thousand of crores and not just 500 crores and 400
crores to get the best railway system that we can have. Thank you.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): | think, Dr. Jalan,
your suggestion will definitely be considered. Don't be so negative that
whatever you suggest is not going to be considered. Otherwise, there is
no point debating here. You can be rest assured and | hope the Government
is very open to your suggestions. Next. Shri P. J. Panda. Absent. Shri
Tarini Kanta Roy. Absent. Prof. P. J. Kurian.

PROF. P. J. KURIAN (Kerala): Thank you, Sir for calling my name. Just
before me, hon. Member Dr. Bimal Jalan was giving some new and
revolutionary ideas and hon. Vice-Chairman has also commented upon
that. Therefore, | am tempted to express my views on that. Well, | fully and
agree with his first suggestion that there should be a long term plan. But
with regard to his second suggestion | am sorry | beg to disagree because
the second suggestion is, that there need not be a separate budgeting for
Railwayr. | would prefer, separate budget discussions for Civil Aviation or
for Surface Transport also. | was a long time Member in the Lok Sabha.
So my experience was that we don't get time to discuss any of these
Ministries there. We are able to discuss the Railway Budget, because
there is a separate budgeting and the Railway Minister presents a separate
Budget. | am only disagreeing with his second suggestion.

DR. BIMAL JALAN: Sir, may | just clarify?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Go ahead, Prof.
Kurian, we cannot debate like this. We will take his clarifications later on.
The Minister will take it separately. You, being such a senior man, kindly
address the Chair.

PROF. P. J. KURIAN: Since there is a separate Budget for the Railways,
we get time to discuss it in Parliament. It is very important that the views
of the people are reflected through their representatives and is heard by
the administration. With regard to his third suggestion, | have a little doubt
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5.00 P.M.

about its implementation. It is good in principle. He said, 'separation of
administration totally from the policy-making.' That is the best professional
way of putting it. But, what is its real effect? In effect, it is separation of
officials' decision from the political decision. What is hidden in this is that
the political masters need not give any direction to the administrators and
they be allowed to manage on their own. | oppose the very concept it. If
administrators do the policy-making, it would result in lack of control from
political matters. With all said and done, | would say that the political
leaders may not be professionals, may not be technocrats, may not be
educated, but they do have some kind of commonsense by which they
can govern the country. Look at our hon. Railway Minister, Shri Lalu Prasad
Yadav. He is not an Oxford-return or Bar-at-Law. He is not a professional or
a technocrat and see the kind of Budget he has presented. With his
practical experience and wisdom look at how he is administering the Railway
Ministry. The suggestion of Mr. Bimal Jalan can be examined. | would not
have commented on it. Since the Chair has commented on it, | thought
that | should also express my view on his suggestions.

Sir, this Budget, according to me, is one of the best Budgets presented
to Parliament.

AN HON. MEMBER: Except Kerala.

PROF. P. J. KURIAN: Yes, | agree. But, that is a separate thing. When
| am speaking of the Budget in general, | mean that it is one of the best
Budgets. Hon. Member, Shri Pramod Mahajan, who is not sitting here,
while speaking, mentioned about the passenger amenities, safety, security
and so many other things. But, he forgot that in their entire period of six
years they could not rectify or complete the requirements of the Indian
Railways. After all, our hon. Railway Minister...

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: He has admitted it correctly. It is because
of that they are sitting on that side.

PROF. P. J. KURIAN: Sir, the present Government is in office for less
than one year. Within one year, we cannot do wonders. What we have to
look at it is, how best he has performed within this available time. With
this standard of measurement, | would say that the hon. Railway Minister
has done a very good job. Sir, as we all know, the Railways are a very
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important infrastructure. For the growth of the economy, the effective
functioning of the Railways is most important. Our Tenth Plan has set a
target of 8 percent growth. The learned economist, Shri Jairam Ramesh,
who is sitting beside me, may correct if | am wrong. The Railways has to
contribute its share, its might in this growth process. Anybody who goes
through this Budget will certainly agree with me that the Railways has
done its job in that direction. There is a sincere effort on the part of the
Railway Ministry to cope up with the targeted growth rate of eight per cent
in the economy. During the last elections, we heard a slogan 'India shines'.
And, our respected Rashtrapatiji, in his speech to the Joint Session of
Parliament, amended that slogan saying, "India should shine for all",
meaning not only for the rich, but also for the poor. | would like to say that
this is a Budget that shines for all, especially for the common man and for
the poor people.

Mr. Ravi Shankar Prasad, who spoke a couple of minutes back, asked
a very pertinent question — to the hon. Railway Minister, "What is the
direction of this Budget" The direction is very clear. This Budget is directed
towards the welfare of the common man and the poor. Everybody knows
that we are really short of resources. We do not have adequate resources.
There should be an adequate generation of resources. The Railway Minister
could have adopted an easy option of hiking the passenger fare and the
freight charges. It was also asked that this is not an election year so why
should we not take some hard decisions. In spite of that, the Railway
Minister refrained from increasing the passenger fare and freight charges.
Why? Because he knows who is travelling by the train? The rich people
who have to travel short distances, go by air. Again, the rich people who
have to travel long distances, go by motorcar. Especially in these days,
because of liberalisation there is plenty of luxury cars. Therefore, for short
distances also the rich people do not travel by trains. In that case, who are
travelling by trains? It is the common man and the poor who travel by
trains. The Railway Minister knows the pulse of the common man the poor
people. Therefore, in spite of the shortage of funds, in spite of the difficulties,
he has refrained from increasing the passenger fare. Likewise, suppose
the freight charges had been increased, immediately there would have
been rise in the prices of essential commodities. Who would have been hit
again? Again the poor people would have been hit. Therefore, | would say
that his approach is in the correct direction. He has done a good job in
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helping the poor, which is the policy of the UPA Government. When we fought
the elections, we said that we would be with the common man. ...the aam
admi, which includes the poor also. So, the Budget brought by the Railway
Minister is fully in keeping with the policies of the new UPA Government. But
the most important thing is that he has not done this at the cost of growth.
The Budget cannot be called a populist Budget. It could have been populist,
had it been done at the cost of development and growth. No; not at all. To
prove my point, it is enough to have a look at the current year's performance.
Sir, look at the current year's Railway Budget, that is 2004-05 Budget. Look
at the performance of the Railways during the current year. When the Minister
introduced the current year's Budget also, he did not increase the passenger
fares or freight rates. Yet, from the records | find that there is an increase of
7.67 per cent of freight earnings. And there is an increase of 8.3 per cent in the
earnings from passenger fares as against 4.1 per cent of the previous year.
That means, without increasing passenger fares and freight charges, the
performance of the Railway Ministry shows a considerable growth. This has
to be complimented. How was this achievement possible?lt is because of the
efficient handling of the Ministry by the Minister, because of the hard work and
commitment of lakhs of employees. They were motivated. It is also because
of the management capability of the Railway Board. All these factors put
together have shown a very healthy and welcome sign of growth-oriented
performance of the Railways.

Sir, we know that in the current year, the oil prices have gone very high.
There was an uprecedented hike in the oil prices. This should have affected
the Railways, and naturally, it should have been running at a loss. Maybe,
on some routes, there may be loss. But from the records | find that
...(Interruptions). (Time-bell)

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, it is his maiden speech. (Interruptions)
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA):3fr t, angijlftmi

| am doing my duty, you do your duty. (Intenvptions) How can it be your
maiden speech? You have made speeches many times ...(Interruptions)

PROF. P.J. KURIAN: There is an improvement in the operating ratio.
That is to be commended. | thank you for allowing me to continue. In any
case, | will try to shorten my speech. Sir, | have some important points
also to make. The hon. Minister said in his Budget Speech that speed of
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some of the trains would be increased to 150 kilometres within the next
two years. This will be in the trunk routes. Sir, | would like to say
...(Interruptions)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): This is not your
maiden speech. Is it right? (Interruptions)

PROF. RJ. KURIAN: Sir, | did not say that it is my maiden speech.
(Interruptions) | spoke on the Private Members' Bill. (Interruptions) This
cannot be called my maiden speech. (Interruptions)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): It is well taken.
It is not your maiden speech, but you are a very experienced orator. |
request you to please shorten your speech there are other Members from
your own Party who want to speak. (Interruptions) | am only trying to help
you out. Please go ahead. (Interruptions) How much time do you need?

PROF P.J. KURIAN: Sir, | want ten minutes. Sir, | would like to touch
upon the most important point, that is, increasing the speed of the trains.
Speed is okay. But, it should not be at the cost of safety. Our motto
should be, 'Safety first and speed second.' | am doubtful whether our tracks
are strong enough to withstand high-speed trains and whether we will be
able to renovate all the tracks within two years so as to run such high-
speed trains. Therefore, don't take speed as a priority. This is my request
to the hon. Minister.

Sir, now, | come to accidents. Why | am rather hesitant about speed
is because of our accident rate. It is true that accident rate is coming
down year by year. This is not enough. We should aim at reducing
accidents to the zero level. That should be our aim. | have some figures
with me relating to accidents. In the year 2001-2002, it was 415; in the
year 2002-2003, it was 351; in the year 2003-2004, it was 325; and this
year, it is 175, upto month of January. Of course, it is declining, but
that is not enough. We should not be satisfied. We should not be
compiacent. Our aim should be to reduce it to the zero level. Sir, if all
the rules are complied with, and the machinery is strong and well-
functioning, there is no reason why an accident should take place in
the railways. Any accident is either due to human failure, or due to
machinery fault, or due to both. If the employees are very careful, then
accidents can be reduced further.
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So, now, | would like to say something about the compensation to victim.
In the case of death compensation is only Rs. 4 lakhs, which was fixed
some years back. Sir, this is very meagre. In these days of inflation and
devaluation or Rupee the compensation, which is given to those who die
and those who are incapacitated due to accidents, should be increased.

Now, | would like to mention about accidents at the unmanned level
crossing. There are more than 20,000 unmanned level crossings in the
country. Forty per cent of the accidents take place on the unmanned level
crossing. | would like to know whether Railways have any responsibility
for these accidents. Do they take any responsibility? Do they give any
compensation to those who die in these accidents? | think, Railways not
taking any responsibility is not correct. Railways is also responsible.
Railways should take responsibility of such accident and compensation
should be given to the affected people.

Sir, there is a Special Railways Safety Fund. This Fund has been
constituted and there is more than 17,000 crores in this Fund. About Rs.
10,000 crores have already been spent. | have only one suggestion to
make here. Such a huge amount is spent only on renovation and
rehabilitation, but what about the monitoring system. Sir, there should be
a separate monitoring system.

Sir, | am, quickly touching upon the points. The hon. Minister has given
some concessions. | welcome all those concessions, but, Sir if the girl
students are from the Government school, they are given concessions.
What about aided school girl students? | am not talking about private unaided
schools, but girl students from aided schools should also be given
concessions, because they are also equally poor, perhaps more poor.

As regards transportation of dead bodies, those who die in the
Government hospitals are given concessions, but those who die in the
private hospitals are not given. Sir, why should there be a discrimination
between a dead and dead? Therefore, those who die in private hospitals
should also get this concession.

Now, Sir, | pass on quickly to Kerala problems. Sir, | compliment the
hon. Minister for all the other things, | have no problem in giving kudos to
the Minister, but when it comes to Kerala, | don't know what happened to
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the hon. Minister. He is not here but hon' Minister Shri Rathwa is here; so
he should certainly take note of what | am saying and take some remedial
action. Sir, 46 new trains were introduced, but not even as single one to
Kerala..(Interruptions)... Sir, how did you forget Kerala? Sir, Kerala has
been neglected, Kerala has been ignored. Sir, | would like to point out that
in our country, for some lakh population, there is 6 kilometre railway line.
That is on an average, but when you compute for Kerala, it is less than
three. Like Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry, Kerala is the Southern most part of
the country, but Tamil Nadu has been given five trains. The hon. Member of
the AIADMK from Tamil Nadu was speaking. | would like to tell my friends”
from Tamil Nadu—I was hearing — that you got five trains...(Interruptions)...
Sir, we did not get even a single train, to come to this Capital, to come to
the National Capital, we pay the maximum. Sir. | would like to mention
further—let the Railway Ministry go through the records — that the
ticketless travelling is least in Kerala. Please go through the records.
Everyone in Kerala, everyone, will take a ticket and then travel. Nobody
will undertake a ticketless travel. In spite of that, we are ignored. Therefore,
in this regard, | would like to make only two-three suggestions. We me the
hon. Minister. Even though in the Budget, he did not mention anything, he
was very, very kind to us. But he has to make those announcement here.
Sir, to all State Capitals, there is a train from the National Capital. To
Kerala also, there is one train, i.e. Kerala Express. But what has been
done in this Budget? The Kerala Express is being extended to Chandigarh,
thereby, discriminating us. It is nothing but discrimination. Therefore, the
Kerala Express should run as it was running earlier, i.e., from Delhi to
Trivandrum. Its present position should be retained. And, for the benefit of
the Chandigarh passengers and the other people who are living beyond
Delhi, a new trains should be introduced from Chandigarh to Trivandrum.
Sir, in the last Budget already, a new train was announced for this purpose,
but it was not introduced. That train, i.e., Sampark Kranti Express, can be
introduced and it should start from Chandigarh.

Secondly, Sir, the hon. Minister has promised a train from.Trivandrum
to Bangalore. That should be implemented. Thirdly, Sir, there is a train
called Maveli Express running from Trivandrum to Kannur. That runs only
for two days. That should be made a daily train. Sir, these are my few
suggestions with regard to the new trains.
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Then Sir, | come to doubling. It is the most important demand of Kerala
which has been approved and recommended by all Members of Parliament
and supported by the Government.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): So, this will be
the last demand. Right?

PROF. P.J. KURIAN: Sir, | will try to conclude.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA). You have also
taken the extra ten minutes for which you requested.

PROF. P.J. KURIAN: Sir, | will always obey the Chair. If you ask me to
sit down right now, | will do that also.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): No, | am only
requesting you to conclude. You will be speaking at the cost of other
speakers.

PROF. P.J. KURIAN: Sir, actually, | have already cut short many of my
points. | have already done that. Sir, | am concluding.

Our most important demand is regarding doubling of railway lines. Due
to paucity of time, Sir, | will only mention the names. The first thing is, the
work on the Shornur-Mangalore double-line be completed, at least, within
two years' time. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI UDAY PRATAP SINGH (Uttar Pradesh): | want to ask you
...(Interruptions)...

PROF. P.J. KURIAN: No; No; | don't yield. ...(Interruptions)... | don't
yield. ...(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): No; no; no
interruptions. ...(Interruptions)... No; no; please, no; ...(Interruptions)...
He is not yielding. ...(Interruptions)... Please sit down. Please go ahead.

PROF. P.J. KURIAN. | am not yielding. Sir, the second is, Emakulam-
Kottayam-Kayamkulam, i.e. Emakulam to Kayamkulam via Kottayam and
Alleppey. that should be completed, if possible, this year itself. But adequate
funds for this are not provided. So, adequate funds should be provided.
These are only two suggestions about doubling.
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Then Sir, it was a demand of all Members of Parliament from Kerala
that there should be a Railway Zone in Kerala at its Headquarters at
Trivandrum. | am also giving this suggestion to the Minister for consideration
of setting up a Railway Zone.

Sir, | have only one more thing to say. About, Kerala, | would like to say
that you have been seen the map of Kerala, length-wise, it is more than
five hundred kilometres, but breadth-wise, it is about hundred kilometres
only. | am requesting everybody to visit Kerala. It is second Kashmir. It is
God's own land. Everybody should visit this state from Mangalore to
Kanyakumari, the railway line should be electrified and the track should
be doubled.

(MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair)

That is the only solution to the problems of Kerala. | hope the hon.
Minister would consider this suggestion favourably. With these words, |
conclude my speech. | thank the hon. Chairperson for giving me the time.
Thank you.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Kumari Nirmala Deshpande.

SHRI UDAY PRATAP SINGH (Uttar Pradesj): How can a Minister be
good to the entire country and not be good to Kerala? ...(Interruptions)...

PROF. P.J. KURIAN: It was not, deliberate ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RUDRA NARAYAN PANY (ORISSA): Kerala is an 'UPA State'
(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please, sit down ...(Interruptions)...

KUMARI NIRMALA DESHPANDE (Nominated): Sir, the Indian Railways
is one of the best instruments of uniting India. Whenever friends from the
Third World countries, especially from our neighbourhood, and from the
West, come to India, they say that to travel our railways is really a treat.
They compliment our railways like anything.

Many of my friends have given suggestions. But, just briefly, | would
like to say that Srinagar should be connected as early as possible. Then,
there are two far-off Chhattisgarh, Sarguja and Baster. It is perhaps easier
to reach the moon than these two tribal districts. Something needs to be
done about that. So also, Amritsar should be connected with Chandigarh
and Chennai with Pondicherry.
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| would also like, through you, Sir, to give a suggestion to the hon.
Railway Minister. We congratulate the Ministry for the Samjhauta Express
from Delhi to Lahore. But that train takes, God knows, how many hours!
And at the Wagah-Attari border, you have to wait for hours and hours
together. So, something needs to be done to make that journey confortable
and to reduce the time taken for travel.

I would also like to draw the attention of the hon. Railway Minister,
through you, Sir, to another matter. | think it was ten or fifteen years back
when the Uzbek Ambassador talked to the then Railway Minister about a
train from Delhi toTashkent. He had pleaded for this issue saying that if
this train came into existence, it would provide a big boost to the trade and
commerce to all the land-locked countries of Central Asia, this train would
give something, which they badly need. So, let us revive that proposal.
Now is the time when that proposal could be revived — a train from Delhi
to Tashkent via, either Baluchistan or Iran, or via Afghanistan. It is up to
the Railways to find out which is a better way, which is less expensive
...Interruptions)...Finance would not be a problem for this because all the
countries of Central Asia badly need these trains. So, this proposal may
be examined and implemented at the earliest.

Last, but not the least, | would like to bring to your notice that before
Partition, there was a rail route to connect Calcutta and Assam, through
Bangladesh? Can that be explored again? It will also help in developing
friendship and bringing people of both countries together. Also Assam can
come closer to the rest of India. That also needs to be explored. Before |
conclude, | would like to tell that now that we have a dynamic Railway
Minister, so all these proposals, which appear to be little more, what should
| say, dreamy, can be implemented as early as possible and bringing the
whole of Asia and, especially the Central Asia, closer to India. We had
age-old relationships and | would like to tell about an incident when | had
been to Kazakhistan, | was asked in the Academy of Sciences meeting—
all top professors were there—that how many Buddhists are there in your
country. What is the percentage? Frankly speaking, | did not know the
percentage, so | just said, "Well, it seems that whole of India believes in
Buddha because we believe in non-violence." But, later | asked the professor,
"Why did you ask this question." He said, "Four hundred years back, we
had been converted to Islam, but before that, we were Buddhists. That is
part or our heritage and we would like to come closer to India for every
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reason and this is one of the reasons." So, | would like to make a request
that let this railway between Delhi and Tashkent bring India, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Iran and the whole of Central Asia together so that an Asian
identity can make its mark in the whole world.

DR. PC. ALEXANDER (Maharashtra): Thank you, Sir, for giving me this
opportunity to participate in this Railway Budget discussion. | recall that
in July, 2004, when | intervened in the discussions on the Railway Budget,
| had said that the Railway Budget should not be a mere record of projects,
or an account of what had been done, or where railway lines are to be
extended and how many trains are to be introduced. | said that since this
Ministry has a separate Budget, it should be used as an opportunity to
give to the Parliament, and through the Parliament, to the people at large,
the vision as to how the Railways are expected to be developed in the
coming few Five Years Plans. | am sorry to say that this year also, the
Budget lacks this type of a vision statement. We are in the age of
globalisation or liberalisation or whatever you may call its an age of reforms.
The Budget presented by the Finance Minister reflects its commitment to
reforms in investments, transfer of technology, exports, liberalisation of
bank rates. In every project or proposal that he makes, there is a linkage
to the total concept of reforms. The Railway Budget should also be like
that; otherwise, there is no particular importance in having a separate
Budget for the Railways. Mention was made by one of the members a
little while ago that there is no need for a separate Budget. Actually, it was
only in 1929 that for the first time, the British rulers adopted a separate
Budget for the Railways. That was because at that time, the Railway
outlays were more than the General Budget. The General Budget was so
small that they thought it better to give a separate identity to the Railways
through a separate Budget. But, now the Railway Budget is only a smalil
fraction of the total expenditure that is incurred by different Ministries of
the Central Government, and still, | would say the. 3udget should continue
as a separate exercise. But it should not merely be a catalogue of new
projects or a statement of good intentions or promises about what is to be
done in the next one year. | feel somewhat unhappy that this message of
reforms has not really been understood by those who drafted the Budget,
or appreciated in its full extent. If it had been so, they would not have left
the freight and fare structure untouched this year also. The predecessors
of the present Railway Minister also committed this mistake, that is, trying
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to please everybody. Professor Kurian expressed it as satisfaction that
the poor men would feel happy. It is not merely through the subsidy that
the poor men get happy or they get over their poverty. We have to take the
totality the picture of poverty.

It will be interesting to note that in our country the passenger fare is just
24 paise per kilometre whereas in China, which has adopted comprehensive
reforms in the railway system, it is 55 paise. In fact, if you go through the
record of the per kilometre revenue from passenger fares in most countries
you will find that we are more or less at the bottom in the list.

How can we hope to have modernisation of the railways, how can we
hope to meet the basic requirements of concept of the poor passengers-
about which Professor Kurian spoke at length-the comforts that they need
in their travel unless the railways have the resources? And, how can the
railways increase their resources if they keep the passenger fares as a
holy cow, not to be touched for years.

| think it is a wrong policy and it indicates that the message of reforms
in the true sense, which is being practised, by the Finance Minister is not
yet understood properly by those who have framed the Budget of the
Railways.

SHRI N. K. PREMACHANDRAN (Kerala): Sir, are you suggesting for
the hike in passenger fares?

DR. PC. ALEXANDER: | am not prepared to yield and he can have his
own views. | only quoted China so that you will feel confirmed that. Every
railway system in the world tries to use the instrument of the passenger
fare and freight share to generate the resources required to modernise the
railway system and to provide greater comforts and needs, and, make
sure that the railways will have a great role to play in the whole transport
infrastructure of the country.

| wish to welcome two particular proposals mentioned in the Budget,
and, compliment the railways on that. One is the promise that there will
be a review of the existing trains. It is a very welcome promise because for
several years now, we have been concerned with sanctioning new trains
and extending existing railway lines but nobody bothered to find out whether
the railway lines extended or newly introduced really satisfy a felt demand.
There are trains in certain areas, which have been sanctioned without
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adequate thoughts. The result is that there is no demand for those areas,
and, nobody reviews about it. | find that a very encouraging feature in the
Minister's statement. | only hope that this review will be carried out as an
annual feature, and, if it is found that a particular train in a particular segment
of the country is not justified on economic criteria, they should have the
courage to cancel that train so that the resources can be deployed to
more fruitful areas.

The second point on which again | wish to compliment to the Railway
Minister is the statement that container traffic will no longer be the monopoly
of the Container Corporation. But the statement is somewhat vague. It
says that it will not depend entirely on the Container Corporation. It does
not say whether the proposal is to have another public sector corporation
or to throw it open to the private sector also. | would like to hear about it
from the hon. Minister when he replies as to the debate. In either case, it
is a welcome statement and | compliment the Minister for that. But | am
also keen to know as to what has happened to similar good promises
made in the last Railway Budget speech. For shortage of time, | am not
going into the details. Two points were mentioned in my speech last year
as very attractive features of the Budget last year, but nothing is made
known to this House as to what has happened to these promises. The first
was that there would be a new system of dealing with the sale of scraps,
and the promise that the mafia, which was dominent in the sale of scraps,
would be defeated in their designs by introducing new systems of sale. |
would like to know what has happened to that promise. Has it been
implemented, and, if so, with what success? When it was announced, |
thought it would really bring great glory to the Railway administration. |
would like to know as to what has happened to it.

Similarly, a very important promise was made last time about the
Railway Land Development Authority. | wholeheartedly welcomed that idea
and again | would like the Railway Minister to all the House as to what
has actually been done about it. Has the Authorny been set up? If so, has
it started functioning? What is the idea behind the setting up of the
Authority? A very big list of things has been mentioned in the Minister's
speech about the utilization of the resources generated. It included develop
metro stations into world class modern stations, extension of passenger
amenities, construction of food plazas, shopping malls, etc., All these are
good, But the announcement was made in July. Have you really started
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the authority? | hope, there would be a reply from the hon. Minister.

Sir, | conclude my speech by once again saying don't convert this
Railway Budget exercise to a ritual exercise of informing the people of the
number of trains started, on the lines to be extended. It should carry the
vision of the Government forward and it should make its contribution to the
reform process that has been started in this country. Thank you.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shrimati Vanga Geetha, your party time is
over. You have requested, that is why, | am giving you two minutes.

SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA (Andhra Pradesh): Thank you, Sir, for your
kind permission. | just want to draw the attention of the Minister regarding
one project, that is, Kotipally-Narsapur Project. This project's cost is nearly
Rs. 600 crores. This project was proposed by the then Speaker, late GM.C.
Balayogi. But for the last two years, this project has been totally neglected.
This year, out of Rs. 600 crores, only Rs. one crore was allotted. How and
when will it be completed? It is not only an important railway line but also
a viable railway line. For the people of that area, there is no train facility till
now. If they want to catch the train, they have to travel nearly 70-80 Kms.
Sir, my request is, kindly, allot Rs. 200 crores for this year for the
completion of this project. | request the Railway Minister to fix a time limit
for the completion of this project. Otherwise, it will not be completed. |
would like to tell the Railway Minister that it is not due to lack of funds, but
due to lack of intention and lack of interest, that is why, this project is not
being completed. This was the wish of iate GM.C. Balayogi. Once again,
| request, on behalf of the poor people, the Railway Minister, to allot
Rs. 200 crores for this project this year. Thank you, Sir.

SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD(Karnataka): Sir, | rise to support this Railway
Budget. At the outset, let me congratulate the Railway Minister for
presenting the Budget, which is pro-common man. Sir, with rapt attention, |
could hear the debate initiated by the Opposition Member, Shri Pramod
Mahajanji. With the oratory skills at his command, he was trying to give a
picture to the country that the Railway Ministry has done nothing or are
doing nothing. It is very unfortunate. Well, outside the House, | heard a
phrase saying, "People's memory is very short". After hearing the speeches, ,
now | have come to the conclusion that even the memories of the leaders
are also very short. Just ten months back, they were sitting here. There
was a huge fight and competition to become a Railway Minister when
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NDA was sitting here. People thought that they would be giving a piece of
the moon to the people of this country.

Well, one of the important subjects which Pramod Mahajaniji has touched
was about the pension scheme. Sir, no doubt, the liabilities of the Indian
Railways is a like bomb set to trigger off any time because with more than
12 lakh pensioners, we need about Rs. 7,000 crores, as | said, annually in
reserve Way back in 1974, an actuarial assessment of pension liabilities
was made and the Railways were asked to set apart funds for pension
disbursement. Every year.commensurate with its liability, there are not
separate funds, appropriations worth the name, kept in reserve and all the
pension disbursements are made out of the General Revenue. At this rate
by 2010, almost 60 per cent of the revenue earnings would be spent only
on pension. If the Railway Ministry does not take a precautionary measure,
| think there will not be any programme for the development or the expansion
of the Railways in future. Sir, while they were there in the Ministry, this
issue had been there right from 1974, they could have done something.
Now, being an Opposition Member, he feels that by highlighting this, the
problem would have solved. Sir, no doubt, Shri Lalu Prasadji when he
presented the Budget in 2004, anybody could understand that he did not
hike the fare, either passenger traffic or freight traffic, because it was too
early for him to assess the situation and present the Budget. But this
time, people thought that there will be a lot of streamlining and radical
change in mobilising the resources. But, unfortunately, nothing has
happened in that direction. The common man is not averse for any hike in
fares. He would have accepted any modest revision in rail fare with
concomitant improvement in passenger amenities. But it is unfortunate
that there is no indication of any attempt on mobilisation of resources for
he ongoing projects, as also for new ones of immediate relevance and
priority like acquisition of rolling stock, wagons, and investment in safety
equipments like anti-collision device.

Sir, the Railway Minister has announced some new trains and extension
of some trains. But most of these services are to become operational only
when the ongoing gauge conversion is completed. But unfortunately in the
Budget speech, | don't see much of the Budget allocation for gauge
conversion. Sir, for example, as you know, in the Hassan-Mangalore project,
the metre gauge was dismantled 13 years ago, assuring that there would
be gauge conversion within five years. It is already 13 years now. The
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short route of almost 200 kilometres, they are unable to complete even
today. There is a huge traffic between Bangalore and Mangalore. The people
of this part of the country feel that the Railway Ministry has colluded with
road transport in delaying this railway project. | request the hon. Railway
Minister to expedite this project so that the wrong thinking about the
Railways may be erased from the minds of the people of that part of the
country. Sir, when major gauge conversion projects were initiated way-
back in 1990, it was expected of the successive Governments to set apart
funds for the completion of such projects. But, so far, there is a meagre
allocation for this gauge conversion. Sir, without the gauge conversion, |
don't think we will be able to improve the services in the Railways in the
larger perspective.

The other major railway line in that part of the country is, the Konkan
Railway, which serves the coastal areas, right from Konkan region, Mumbai
toTrivandrum. But, as far as Karnataka is concerned, only North Kanada
and Dakshin Kanada have been benefited by this train. But unless there is
gauge conversion in the Hubli-Ankola link in the south-western zone, and
unless the meter gauge is converted into broad gauge in that region, the
major commercial activities, like exporting of coal, or even some of the
major transportations, could not be connected through this Konkan Railway
that could reach the port in Mangalore unless some drastic steps are
taken by the Ministry, because the direction of every train goes towards
Bangalore, which is one of the fastest growing cities in the South East
Asia. If the Railways does not take more initiative, especially, in improving
these transport facilities, | don't think we will be doing any justice for the
growth of the silicon Valley of this country. | would like to urge the
Government, especially, the Railway Ministry, to self-impose moratorium
on new' projects and expansion until the on-going projects become
operational. | would also ask the Government to assess the loss of revenue,
both in passenger traffic and freight movement, due to disruption of services
on sectors where gauge conversion work is going on for a long time.

Sir, on safety front, the record of the Railways is pathetic, It has been
established that more than sixty per cent of the major accidents were
caused by human errors, and less than ten per cent due to equipment
failure, like signalling and radio communication networking. Yet the railways
has set apart a major portion of its special safety fund on track renewals
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which is rated low on causes for accidents, it would be very useful. If you
take the example of the proposed installation of anit-collision device which
was developed by the Konkan Railway Corporation, this in-house invention
has a great potential for commercial exploitation and export market, after
successful field trail. The anti-collision device was supposed to be
introduced on all dense traffic routes. The total outlay comes only to
Rs. 1600 crores against the special safety fund of Rs. 17,000 crores. yet,
no initiative has been taken in this direction of cruicial railway safety. Sir,
we need to inject a sense of professionalism in the Railway administration,
including its fiscal management. The hon. Member, Shri Promod Mahajan,
was referring to the report of Rakesh Mohan Committee. Nobody stopped
them from implementing that report which was submitted by the Rakesh
Mohan Committee, which has gone in depth into all these aspects. Now,
what is astonishing is the demand that this report be implemented as
early as possible.

Sir, some of the other aspects which | would like to bring to the notice
of the Railway Minister are as follows.

Considering the density of traffic between Bangalore and Tirupati, my
demand and request with the Railway Ministry is to introduce a new inter-
city train between Bangalore and Tirupati that would cater to the need of
the majority of pilgrims, who travel from Bangalore to Tirupati, and almost
every month, there is a huge traffic from Bangalore to Tirupati. Sir, as far
as another train running between Bangalore and Ajmer is concerned, this
train leaves Ajmer every Friday early in the morning, at 5 o' Clock. My
request to the hon. Minister is that this train should leave Ajmer Station in
the evening because most of the pilgrims who go to Ajmer prefer to have
Juma Namaz in the afternoon. For that, they want to stay in the afternoon
and go back in the evening. | request him to change the departure timing
of the train from morning hours to evening hours.

Sir, there is another important train running between Bangalore and
Hassan or between Bangalore and Mangalore. There is a very important
Jain pilgrim centre there. That is known as Shravana Belagola. They hold
the historic event of Maha Mastakabhisheka of Gomateswara once in 12
years. It is coming in 2006. There is an urgent need for converting this
meter gauge line into a broad gauge line. | request the hon. Minister to
expedite this work so that by 2006 it could help the pilgrims coming from
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all over the country to witness this great event which is going to be held in
Shravana Belagola in Hassan District.

Sir, with these suggestions, | would also like to compliment the Minister
for introducing a new scheme under which the recruitment of Group D
Posts, especially of Khalasi, would be handled by the field units of Zonal
Railways instead of the Railway Recruitment Boards, which was too
cumbersome and arbitrary. | congratulate the Minister for introducing this
scheme.

Sir, it is in accordance with the pledged policy of the UPA under the
Common Minimum Programme, to ensure a fair representation in jobs for
SCs/STs, OBCs and the other economically deprived sections of society,
that the Minister, enlarging the scope, which was earlier confined to the
departmental posts, has now proposed to provide reservation for SCs/STs
and OBCs in the allotment of stalls at the station premises and also in the
distribution of sundry vending licences. | welcome this move, Sir, and |
support this Budget which is the Budget for the common man. Thank
you. Sir.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Further discussion on the Budget
(Railways) will be continued tomorrow.

The House is adjourned till 11.00 a.m. tomorrow.

The House then adjourned at two minutes past six of the clock, il
eleven of the clock on Tuesday, the 15th March, 2005.
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