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RAW JUTE EXPORTS 
*424. SHRI PRANAB KUMAR MUKH-

ERJEE : Will the Minister of FOREIGN TRADE be 
pleased to state : 

(a) the quantum of raw jute exported during 
1971-72 ; and 

(b) whether Government have any proposal to 
increase the export of raw jute to other countries 
and if so, what are the details thereof ? 

THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN TRADE (SHRI 
L. N. MISHRA) : (a) 24,893 tonnes upto February, 
1972. 

(b)  No, Sir. 
SHRI PRANAB KUMAR MUKHERJEE: Sir, 

may I know from the hon. Minister whom was the 
corresponding figure of export of raw jute in the last 
year ? 

SHRI L. N. MISHRA : It was for the first time, 
I had stated in this. House last time also, that this 
year alone we tried to export to raw jute because in 
January-February prices of raw jute had touched the 
rock-bottom minimum and to help the cultivators we 
had taken a decision to export 3 lakh bales of jute. 
Last year we had jute trade with the USSR alone and 
it was something in the neighbourhood of 11,000 
bales or so. It was with the USSR alone and it was 
through the normal State channels. 
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SHRI PRANAB KUMAR MUKHERJEE: I fail 
to understand the reply of the hon. Minister in part 
(b) : He says in part (b) : "No." And again he says 
that the Government has taken a decision to export 
raw jute to other countries. My question in part (b) 
was whether the Government have any proposal to 
increase the export of raw jute and also whether this 
figure will remain static or it will increase or 
decrease. My first question was : What is the present 
quantum of raw jute exported and whether the 
Government have any idea of increasing the export 
of raw jute or not ? I would like to know where we 
stand, 

SHRI L. N. MISHRA : We stand at our own 
place. As I stated, we have no proposal to export 
raw jute. This year we are going to have a bad year. 
Our total requirement is 70 lakh bales and we do not 
expect more than 53 lakh bales from our indigenous 
production. As a matter of fact, we are on the look 
out for importing jute from other countries. There is 
no question of exporting jute this year. Last year it 
was better and it was for the first time that we did it 
in order to help the cultivators. 

SHRI PRANAB KUMAR MUKHERJEE : Sir, 
our jute production in the world market facing keen 
competition. Bangla Desh with whom we have got 
friendly relations is also coming in a big way in the 
jute trade. In view of this, I would like to know 
whether the Government has made any assessment 
in the outside market as to what would be the future 
of this jute industry and export position in future ; if 
so, what is the result of that study. 

SHRI L. N. MISHRA : As I stated earlier, so far 
as Bangla Desh is concerned, we want to have—I 
would not say mutual arrangement—an 
understanding with Bangla Desh in the matter of jute. 
If the three countries, India, Bangla Desh and 
Thailand, can combine together; we will be in a 
better position to bargain in the world market. 
Serious threat to jute production from synthetics is 
there and it was for this reason that we had sent 
recently a delegation under the leadership of the 
Rajasthan Secretary to the USA. They have come 
back and have submitted an executive report, a good 
report on the subject and they have analysed the 
causes of the decline that might have to be faced and 
the steps that could be taken to boost the export. That 
report is under examination in the Ministry of 
Finance   and after we   receive the 

Report we will take some action. So far as threat is 
concerned the real thing is the use of jute is no 
longer to be confined to sacking only ; different uses 
of jute have to be made and then alone we will be 
able to survive in the world market and face the 
threat from the synthetics. 

SHRI KALI MUKHERJEE : In view of 
the fact that the policy of the Government 
with regard to export and import of jute has 
been completely in chaos during the last few 
years, may I know what is the policy of the 
Government ? On the one hand we are impor 
ting jute at a very high price and we are also 
exporting jute at the same time to various 
countries at a very low price exploiting the 
cultivators of the country and paying them at 
a low rate, not even the minimum subsistence 
rate. » 

SHRI L. N. MISHRA : I am afraid the hon. 
Member is not very well informed on the subject. It 
is not that we are importing jute and also exporting 
jute. The point is we need some quality jute. For the 
last three or four years we used to import good 
quality jute from what was at that time East 
Pakistan. As I have said earlier we never export raw 
jute. Some negligible quantity of jute used to be 
exported to the USSR. Today the position is that we 
are not going to export raw jute. On the contrary we 
have to import raw jute to keep our industry going. 

*425. The questioner (Shri Kalyan Roy) was 
absent.   For answer, vide col. 45 infra.] 

 
 f The question was actually asked on the floor 

of the House bv Dr. Bhai Mahavir. 


