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with the richest 20 per cent, the former has a Neonatal Mortality Rate of 60
and the latter, 26. Even if you take the rural-urban ratio, It is one-and-a-half
times more in the rural areas. Gender bias and unequal access to healthcare
facilities to pergnant women are the main reasons behind this Neonatal
Mortality Rate. Though only 42 per cent of pregnant women receive care from
skilled birth attendants, it is one of the reasons why, 26 percent of the 5.29
lakh maternal deaths globally, each year, are in India. So, | urge upon the
Government of India to immediately take measures to reduce the Neonatal
Mortality Rate in India by taking necessary measures.

Demand to develop Historical Places of Chhattisgarh as tourist spots
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Need to protect the interest of rural students in Civil Services
Examination

SHRI T.T.V. DHINAKARAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | wish to draw the attention
of the Government to the nation-wide reactions on the news
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of restructuring of Civil Services recommended by the Core Group. Besides
recommending a reduction in the age of entry into the IAS and other services
from 30 to 25 years, it has also recommended a psychological test, group
discussion and aptitude assessment for IAS candidates. Such radical
changes in the selection of officers to civil services will be a big blow to the
aspirants from rural areas, SCs/STs and OBCs, in particular. Even with the
present upper age limit; there are backlog of vacancies in almost all the
reserved categories, If the upper age limit is further reduced, reserved
category candidates will be greatly affected. Students in the rural areas do not
have adequate facilities and resource bases to know about Civil Services
Examinations and the nitty-gritty of preparaing for it. When they move to
nearby towns and cities and get to know about it, they are in their mid or late-
20s. As such, reducing the upper age limit will curtail the rights of rural
students to appear in Civil Services Examinations. And, introduction of
psychological test, group discussion and aptitude assessment, that are
unknown to the rural candidates, will only filter them out of the competition.
Therefore, | appeal to the Government not to make any change in the upper
age limit and the method of Examination for Civil Services and protect the
interests of rural candidates.

SHRI S. ANBALAGAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | associate myself with the
Special Mention made by Shri T.T.V. Dhinakaran.

SHRI N.R. GOVINDRAJAR (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | associate myself with the
Special Mention made by Shri T.T.V. Dhinakaran.

SHRI N. JOTHI (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | associate myself with the Special
Mention made by Shri T.T.V. Dhinakaran.

SHRI THANGA TAMIL SELVAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | associate myself with
the Special Mention made by Shri T.T.V Dhinakaran.

SHRI C. PERUMAL (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | associate myself with the Special
Mention made by Shri T.T.V. Dhinakaran.

Concern over loss of lives and crops caused by wild animals in the state
of Uttaranchal
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