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(b) Regarding exports, a scries of measures
have been taken by the Government is boost
exports. These measures include mainly import
replenishment, removal of capacity constraints,
priority in allocation of scares raw materials,
railway freight concessions, drawback of
import and excise duties, strengthening of
institutional set up, trade agreements, trad fairs
and exhibitions abroad, exchange of trade
delegations, etc. In regard to our exports to
Asia, the Government is trying to increase
exports through bilateral trade agreements,
exhibitions and fairs etc. Efforts towards
Regional Economic Co-operation in Asia are
also under way.

(c) The main factors responsible for the steep
fall in exports of silk textiles are as under:— (i)
Non-compliance ~ with the changing fashion
trend.

(i) Deterioration in quality.
(iii) Inflax of too many exporters into the
market resulting in unhealthy competition.

(iv) Fluctuation in prices  and high cost
particularly in the case of tasar fabrics.

(v) Inadequate publicity.

2. The following steps have been taken to step
up exports :

(a) Import replenishment scheme has been
streamlined.

(b) Compensatory support available to natural
silk products containing 100% tasasilk ryarn
has been extended to tasar-mixed products also
with effect from 1.3.72.

(c) Quality control has been tightened at
preshipment inspection stage.

(d) Floor export prices have been fixed for
scarfes, stoles and ties. The question of fixation
of floor prices of other silk items is under
consideration of the Central Silk Board.]

SELECTION OF LADIES FOR ExpP0O '70

255. SHRI DHARAM CHAND JAIN ;

Will the Minister of FOREIGN TRADE

[I5 MAY 1972]
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(a) whether it is a fact that a large number of
ladies were selected lor Expo 1970 held at
Osaka if so, the number of ladies sent from
India who paid for their own air travel expenses
to and fro;

(b) the number of Indian nationals employ
ed (males and females) at Osaka Expo 1970,
who were already there and how many of theni
returned to India on Government expense
indicating their names; and

(c) in what circumstances the expenditure
for their back journey was met by Government ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE (SHRI A.
C. GEORGE) : (a) Yes, Sir. The Ministry of
Foreign Trade selected 27 ladies in India to
work as hostesses in the India Pavilion at Expo
-70 Osaka (Japan). None of these ladies went at
their own expense and the Government of India
paid their travel expenses to and fro.

(b) and (c) 10 Indian nationals were emplo-
yed locally in Osaka. Six were men and 4
women. Only one Kumari Kum Kum Mathur,
daughter of Shri Raghbir Dayal, Deputy
Commissioner General for Expo '70, returned
to India at Government cost as a dependent
member of the officer's family.
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EXPORTS or IVORY-HANDICRAFTS

256. SHRIMATI LAKSHMI KUMARI
CHUNDAWAT : Will the Minister of FOREI
GN TRADE be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that the ivory handi-
crafts from India are in great demand in foreign
countries;

(b) whether it is also a fact that our products
have to complete with those of Chin a and
Hong-Kong in the foreign markets;

(c) whether it is a fact that import duty on
ivory has been increased by Government from
40 to 90 percent;

(d) whether it is also a fact that as a result of
this increase in duty, our exports of ivory goods
have been adversely affected and there is
livelihood of India losing ground to China in
foreign markets in this regard; and

(e) whether Government are considering to
withdraw the said increase in duty in order to
enable our ivory craft to compete in the markets
abroad ?1
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([THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE (SHRI A.
C. GEORGE) : (a) The following export figures
of ivory handicrafts indicate the demand in
foreign countries:—

Value In

Years Rs. Lakhs
1967-68 7.26
1968-69 18.76
196970 20.88
1970-71 18.48

8.8%

1971-72 (upto Novr. 71)

(b) and (c) Yes, Sir.

(d) Exports have shown a declining trend in
the year 1971-72 even before the increase in
duty in April, 1972, but this is attributed to fall
in demand for ivory goods abroad.

(e) Representations from the exporters of
the ivory goods and the trade against to higher
duty have been received and the matter is under
examination in consultation with the Ministry of
Finance.]
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