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Concern over the miserable conditions of the weavers in the 
Country 
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Demand for change of site of the second Airport in Pune in 
Maharashtra 

SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSHI (Maharashtra): Mr. Deputy 
Chairman, Sir, the Government of India has decided to construct a new 
international airport for Pune in the vicinity of the township of Chakan. 

The proposed construction of the said airport involves displacement of a large 
number of villagers from the Ambethan village, including a whole community of 
farmers who have already been once displaced on account of the construction of 
the Pawana Dam only 30 years back. 

The site of the proposed airport is in close vicinity of some sacred and historic 
monuments associated with the great saint Tukaram and requires cutting down of 
large tracts of forests on the western slopes of Sahyadris. The site chosen for the 
airport is such as to involve massive earthwork for levelling hills and filling up the 
ravines. The plot of land of about 7000 hectares, which was earmarked for 
acquisition for the development of an industrial estate (Chakan Phase-l l), which 
was denotified later on, remains unused till date. 

The farmers of the land, previously earmarked for acquisition, are willing to make 

that land available for the construction of the airport. The site now proposed for the 
airport includes some prime agricultural land that has 

†Transliteration of Urdu Script. 
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