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SHRIMATI PURABI MUKHOPA-
DHYAY : We all know that the railway
employees did a very commendable job
during the IndoPak war, and many persons
also lost thsir lives. The Station Master, along
with his staff...

MR. CHAIRMAN
question.

Please put your

SHRIMATI = PURABI MUKHOPA-
DHYAY : May I know from the hon.
Minisier, though it does not aries out of this
question actually, whether the same zeal is
being shown in setting up new railway lines
in Bangla Desh?

MR. CHAIRMAN : Question does not
arise.

NEWSPRINT IMPORTS

+471. SHRI M. K. MOHTA :|Will the
Minister of FOREIGN TRADE be pleased
to state:

(a) to what extent Government have been
importing newsprint annually and to what
extent the suspension of U. S. aid is likely to
affect the import of newsprint from that
country,

(b) whether there have been negotiations
with the Bangla Desh Government for the
import of newsprint from that country and if
so, the outcome thereof; and

(c) whether with the import of newsprint
from Bangla Desh there is any likelihood of
restoring the cut in the newsprint allocations
to different newspapers in the country?

t[ ) Hindi transliteration.

[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 8

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE (SHRI
A. C. GEORGE) : (a) to (c). A statement is
laid on the Table of the House.

STATBMENT

(a) The imports of newsprint during the last
three years are as under :—

Year Qty. Value
(Thousand to nnes) (Rs. Lakhs)

1969-70 155.1 1857
1970-71 1442 1873
1971-72 75.5 1003
(up to Sept. 71
only)

It is estimated that the suspension of U.
S. Aid is likely to affect the import of
newsprint from that country to the extent of
about 25 thousand tonnes annually.

(b) Yes, Sir Under the Trade Agreement
with the Government of Bangla Desh, a
provision has been made for the import of
newsprint and low grammage writing paper
up to a value of Rs. 300 lakhs under the
limited rupee payment arrangements.

(¢) Details of actual imports of Newsprint
from Bangla Desh are still to be settled. The
Import Policy for Newsprint for 1972-73 has
also yet to be announced. Therefore, it is too
early to say whether the cut will be restored.

SHRI M. K. MOHTA : The statement in
part (b) talks about limited rupee payment
arrangements. May [ ask the lion. Minister
what is the limited rupee arrang-ment with
Bangla Desh? Does this rupee payment
arrangement have anything in common with
the rupee payment arrangement with East
European countries? Or it 1is inter-
changeable? Or is this only a bilateral
agreement with Bangla Desh? Moreover,
some 25,000 tonnes of newsprint are
expected to be imported under this limited
rupee payment arrangement,
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whereat according to their information the
US aid would have accounted for 40,000
tonnes of newsprint. What is the Govern-
ment going to do regarding the shortfall of
15,000 tonnes newsprint?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : Sir, so far a*
part (b) is concerned, it is part of the trade
agreement signed between India and Bangla
Desh on 23-3-72. The entire text of the
agreement was place on the Table of the
House. I may humbly submit that this is part
of the agreement between these two
countries. And it is not inter-changeable.

Regarding the shortfall, the hon. Member
is aware that we are having difficulties
regarding the import of newsprint for
various reasons, including foreign exchange.
And, Sir over and above that, the US aid has
been cut off. The new newsprint import
policy will be announced quite soon.

SHRI M. K. MOHTA: Sir. my second
question is this. During the first six months
of the current year we have imported some
Rs. 10 crores worth of newsprint which
means Rs. 20 crores on an annual basis.
How long are we going to go on importing
newsprint? What are the Government's
efforts for increasing the production of
newsprint in the country it-«elf 7 Is it a fact
that shortage of bamboo is one of the major
factors which is inhibiting the production of
more newsprint and, if so, what are the
Government's plans for increasing the scale
of afforestation with bamboo in co-operation
with the State Governments?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : Sir within my
limits I can only say that we have four pro-
jects for producing newsprint and I may
inform the hon. Member that it is not the
shortage of bamboo that has caused the
strain on the production of newsprint.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Kul-karni.

[10 APRIL 1972]

to Questions 10

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI : Sir, in view
of the necessity of increasing the production
of newsprint, as he has rightly stated, may I
ask whether he is aware that the .Central
Government has not given clearance to the
co-operative sugar factories who are
undertaking the production of newsprint and
also whether the Government will, assure
that all assistance will be given to the co-
operative sector to produce newsprint from
bagasse?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : Sir the present
situation in newsprint is that our require-
ments may be to the tune of 2,25,0"0 tonnes
per year out of which we are producing only
30,000 tonnes and so, naturally a
sizeableiportion is met by imports. It is the
policy of the Government of India to reduce
as much as possible the requirement of
imports and import substitution
important item of the policy.

is an

SHR A. G. KULKARNI: Sir, I asked
whether he will."assure that co-operative
societies will; be, encouraged and he has
not.said.anything on that end he has only
generalised.

SHRI A. C. GEORGE: Sir, I may tell
the hon. Member that the co-operative sugar
mills will be encouraged.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Yes, Mr. Mathur.

St Wl qEty wrgT: gafiE
% feediagma o 1 gwna £ar
IaF HIAT gA(IZ & I wrAr A
sS(F ZI1AT & | F4T WAL ST 4g IATA B
Fq1 70 fo g sd® 9 39 40 H1
FLEFW & [A7 4HIT 9 a% YA-
foez & amma & wrewfade € &
gfez @ @i awdl §7

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : Sir, regarding
the allocation of the newsprint, it will not be
strictly within the purview of my Depa-
rtment. But, Sir, my own information is that
there is an impartial Newsprint Advi-
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sory Council and it is looking after the
allocation.

SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD MATHUR:
Sir, what about self-sufficiency in new-
print?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : Sir, in answer to
an earlier question, I said that self-
sufficiency is definitely our goal.

SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD MATHUR:
Our goal?

SHRI SITARAM JAIPURIA : Sir, I
hope the Minister is aware that there are a
number of factories which can manufacture
newsprint are lying idle for want of some
machinery and pulp. Has not the Govern-
ment considered it advisable to import such
of the machines as these factories require so
that our factories can work and we can
produce newsprint rather than keeping on
importing and not taking care of these mills,
especially in places like Assam and other
areas?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : On the specific
information, Sir, I will have to submit
humbly that I am not aware of that. But, if
the hon. Member is kind enough to pass on
that information, any specific suggestion and
information, we will be only too glad to
consider (hem.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Yes, Mr. Nawal
Kishore.

it waw feare: diwmg ag
s gu fe 9w sa ¥ aeg W
Fdifaca W1 &1 SE aw ERud
2, 71 gTwrc & wf oA edw &
o ez €21 g F F A @
arg ?
SHRI A. C. GEORGE : Sir, these sug-

gestions I would pass on to the concerned
Ministry.

SHRI A. K. A. ABDUL SAMAD ; Sir, is
the Government contemplating to take

[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 12

any concrete steps to improve the quality of
newsprint produced in the NER Mill?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : This suggestion
is quite welcome.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : Is the hon,
Minister aware that large-scale blackmarke-
ting in newsprint is going on? Is he aware
that big newspaper owners are indulging in
blackmarketing and that they are getting
huge quotas which they do not require? If
so, what steps government are taking in
order to stop this kind of blackmarketing?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : Government is
aware that there are some malpractices
going on in the utilisation of newsprint
allocated to different newspapers and it is
the continued endeavour of the Government
to reduce such malpractices.

st AnEAT wAiE miEt : Ear
gear s19ar § fe 59 aware 97y
7 dqar 3w % wigwe & arswaw
ATH ISTHT WYX 97 & &9 FET A0
fer & - -

ot marafa . ag  egafgr &

qqre g o

ot ATEAT 9w wrgy o § S| &
forg qg <gr g v 49 2 9F agr &t
gegla 5 94 agr fzar | &1 #41 GIEIT
R 91§ gafaE F1 w9 g7 FG
I ATy @

SHRI A.C. GEORGE : Should I
answer that ?

=t argaT gAw gt o § g
g ) T AATATT TH 7 FaA7 I 7
HIT & ATHITAX AW I&T HT °OTH
gurare 99f w1 37 swar agr fzar
A7 2 47 agr a1 egia 5 agr faar



13 Oral Answers

dY aar g B oA @1 Auiw
FN2T AT F F AT XA ?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : This really does
not relate to the question under discussion.
We are not aware of this.

ot ol gem o gsw
wgEg, § W9 F U ATHAT AEAT G
fe mqafaz que & garg § wreaad
# uqdl gioArml & qAre gurE
FUIR HAIGTT 9F § 39 9T 01T T
F FATAAL § | AT AT LG ACHIC A
Iu warg % 9fF & fao o 3ol & qre
w1€ sageqr € § 7qafgz gioq 533 F
faq 97 & arg wredio qar § surqre
glar § arfs s wara &1 qfa & o
a% 7

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : We do concede
that newspapers and to that extent newsprint
are very vital in enlightening public opinion
especially on Plan programmes and all that.
But the entire operation has to be seen from
the broadbased picture of constraint on
foreign exchange.

st wrg 9ETw ewir: ¥ A ag
gt & f& a7 wor F ey 00 3 &
taa & a@rq ;T 1 39T FIT W17
da wzr @ giar 3, gF far gara &Y
F1E SATEAT H 3 AT AGT a1 F 7

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : Even in bilateral
agreements and rupee payment arran-
gements, all these factors have to be taken
into consideration with a broadJperspec-
tive.

SHRI S. D, MISRA.: As the Minister
himself has admitted, there is an acute
shortage of newsprint due to shortage of raw
materials and many other factors. I want to
know what steps Government have taken to
get over this shortage.

[10 APRIL 1972]

to Questions 14

In the western world like the United
States of America and Canada there is a de-
inking process under which all the
newspapers are again converted into news-
print twice or thrice. Is the government
thinking of increasing the production of
newsprint by this process?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : This is a very
good and novel suggestion.

SHRI S. D. MISRA : The suggestion
may be good, bad or indifferent. What I
want to know from the hon. Minister is
whether such a suggestion is anywhere in
his file. I do not want him to comment on
my suggestion.

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : Any suggestion

which  ultimately results in import
substitution is always welcome.
*472. [The questioner {Shri Suraj

Prasad) was absent. For answer vide cols.
37-38 infra.]

Tfam wrem ¥ @Y SewaAw ATy
F1 AEANS

*473. #t wngEat g\ AT
a7 fafe wiT = w4t 93 aaT @
Far w4 fF

(%) #ar afam wreg § Is9awq
araEy &1 anadis ofea 57 @@
1 Wi T W GTFICFT eqrq faamar
Tar §; WX

(=) afzgl, av 3§ 9T GTHIT
g1 afafwar 27

SUPREME COURT BENCH FOR SOUTH
INDIA

+473. SHRI J. P. YADAV : Will the
Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be
pleased to state :

tL ] English translation.



