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SHRIMATI PURAB]I MUKHOPA-
DHYAY : We all know that the railway
employees did a very commendable job
during the Indo Pak war, and many
persons also lost their hives. The Station
Master, along with his staff ..

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please put your
question.

SHRIMATI PURABI MUKHOPA-
DHYAY: May 1 know from the hon,
Minister, though 1t  does not aries out of
this question actually, whether the same
zeal 18 being shown in setting up new rail-
way lines in Bangla Desh?

MR. CHAIRMAN : Question does not
arise.

NEWSPRINT IMPORTR

*471. SHRI M. K. MOHTA :jwill
the Minister of FOREIGN TRADE be
pleased to state:

(a) to what extent Government have
been importing newsprint annually and 1o
what extent the suspension of U.S. aid 1s
likely to affect the import of newsprint
from that country;

(b) whether there have been negotiations
with the Bangla Desh Government for the
impott of newsprint from that country and
if so, the outcome thercof; and

(c) whether with the 1mport of news-
print from Bangla Desh there 1s any like-
lihood of restoring the cut in the news-
print allocations to different newspapers in
the country?

+{ ) Hind1 transliteration

[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 8

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE
(SHRI A. C. GEORGE): (a) to (c). A
statement 15 laxd on the Table of the
House.

STATEMENT

(a) The imports of newsprint during the
last three years are as under :—

Year Qty. Yalue
(Thousand to nnes) (Rs. Lakhs)

1969-70 155.1 1857

1970-71 144.2 1873

1971-72 75.5 1003

{up to Sept. 71
only)

It 1s estimated that the suspenston of
U. S. Aid is likely to affect the import of
newsprint from that country to the extent
of about 25 thousand tonnes annually.

(b) Yes, Sir Under the Trade Agree-
ment with the Government of Bangla Desh,
a proviston has been made for the import
of newsprint and low grammage writing
paper up to a value of Rs 300 lakhs
under the Iimited rupee payment arrange-
ments

(¢) Details of actual imports of News-
pnot from Bangla Desh are still to be set-
tled. The Import Policy for Newsprint
for 1972-73 has also yet to be announced.
Therefore, it is too early to say whether
the cut will be restored.

SHRI M. K. MOHTA The statement
in part (b) talks about limited rupee pay-
ment arrangements. May [ ask the hon.
Minister what 1s the limited rupee arrang-
ment with Bangla Desh? Does this rupee
payment arrangement have anything n
common with the rupec payment arrange-
ment with East European countries? Or
it 18 inter-changeable? Or is this only a
bilateral agreement with Bangla Desh?
Moreover, some 25,000 tonnes of news-
print are expected to be imported under
this limited rupee payment arrangement,
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whereas according to their information the
US aid would have accounted for 40,000
tonnes of newsprint. What is the Govern-
ment going to do regarding the shortfall of
15,000 tonnes newsprint?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : Sir, 80 far as
part (b) is concerned, it is part of the trade
agreement signed between India and
Bangla Desh on 23-3.72. The entire text
of the agreement was place on the Table of
the House. I may humbly submit that
this is part of the agreement between these
two countries. And it is not inter-change-
able.

Regarding the shortfall, the hon, Mem-
ber is aware that we are having difficul-
ties regarding the import of newsprint for
various reasons, including foreign ex-
change. And, Sir over and above that,
the US aid has been cutoff. The new

newsprint import policy will be announced
quite soon.

SHRI M. K. MOHTA: Sir, my second
question is this. During the first six
months of the current year we have import-
ed some Rs. 10 crores worth of newsprint
which means Rs. 20 crores on an annual
basis. How long are we going to go on
importing newsprint?  What are the
Government’s efforts for increasing the
production of newsprint in the country it~
welf ? Is it a fact that shortage of bamboo
is one of the major factors which is inhj-
biting the production of more newsprint
and, if so, what are the Government’s
plans for increasing the scale of afforesta-
tion with bamboo in co-operation with the
State Governments?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : Sir within my
limits I can only say that we have four pro-
jects for producing newsprint and I may
inform the hon. Member that it is not
the shortage of bamboo that has caused

the strain on the production of news-
print.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Kul-
karni.

(10 APRIL 1972]

to Questions 10

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: Sir, in
view of the necessity of increasing the pro-
duction of newsprint, as he has rightly
stated, may I ask whether he is aware that
the .Central Government has not given
clearance to the co-operative sugar fac-
tories who are undertaking the production
of newsprint and also whether the Govern-
ment will, assure that all assistance will
be given to the co-operative sector to pro-
duce newsprint from bagasse?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : Sir the present
situation in newsprint is that our require-
ments may be to the tune of 2,25,000 ton-
nes per year out of which we are produc-
ing only 30,000 tonnes and so, naturally a
sizeable,portion is met by imports. It is
the policy of the Government of India to
reduce as much as possible the requirement
of imports and import substitution is an
jmportant item of the policy.

SHR A.G. KULKARNI: Sir, 1T asked
whether he will assure that co-operative
societies will_ be, encouraged and he has
pot_said anything on that and he has only
generalised.

SHRI A. C. GEORGE: Sir, I may
tell the hon. Member that the co-opera-
tive sugar mills will be encouraged.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Yes, Mr. Mathur,

s A waly Wiy gafye
¥ fezdtsgma # 1 omaw@ aArg
IAF FIXW AT &1 ag a7 F
sF ZIAT & | FAT AAT ST A FATX AT
Fa1 F fr 39 7% Al @ F4 A
FLFW & [ag qIFIT F7 q® YA-
fgre & arad & mrowfada @
gfez & @19 asd! § 7

SHRI A. C. GEORGE: Sir, regarding
the allocation of the newsprint, it will not
be strictly within the purview of my Depa-
rtment. But, Sir, my own information is
that there is an impartial Newsprint Advi-
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sory Council and it is looking after the
allocation.

SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD MATHUR:
Sir, what about self-sufficiency in new-
print?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : 8ir, in answer
to an earlier question, I said that seif-
sufficiency is definitely our goal.

SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD MATHUR:
Our goal?

SHRI SITARAM JAIPURIA :Sir, 1
hope the Minister is aware that there are a
number of factories which can manufacture
newsprint are lying 1dle for want of some
machinery and pulp. Has not the Govern-
ment considergd it advisable to 1mport
such of the machines as these factories
require so that our factories can work and
we can produce newsprint rather than
keeping on imperting and not taking care
of these mulls, especially in places like
Assam and other areas?

SHRI A C GEORGE : On the specific
information, Sir, I will have to submt
humbly that I am not aware of that. But,
if the hon, Member 1s kind enough to
pass on that information, any specific
suggestion and information, we will be only
too glad to consider them.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Yes, Mr. Nawal
Kishore.

st oaaw fwae: sfwy =g
sIrAy g fd 9qT s ¥ oarg Ak
adifaczg €1 F1 F1H 9T oredwA
&, #ar qIFIT A € T ewiw & fw
uF qafse 3t g T F A @
§rg ?
SHRI A C. GEORGE: Sir, these sug-

gestions I would pass on to the concerned
Ministry.

SHRI A. K. A. ABDUL SAMAD : Sir,
is the Government contemplating to take

[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 12

any concrete steps to improve the quality
of newsprint produced 1n the NER Mill?

SHRI A, C. GEORGE : This sugges-
tion 1s quite welcome.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : Is the hon,
Minister aware that large.scale blackmarke-
ting 1n newsprint is going on? Is he aware
that big newspaper owners are indulging 1n
blackmarketing and that they are getting
huge quotas which they do not require? If
so, what steps government are taking in
order to stop this kind of blackmarketing?

SHRI A. C GEORGE: Government
is aware that there are some malpractices
going on m the utilisation of newsprint
allocated to different newspapers and it is
the continued endeavour of the Govern-
ment to reduce such malpractices.

st AfzAT watg awgr: Far
gIFIT A qav § f& gy am=ar o9
§ dwar 2w & AW ® AramEs
A1 IBTHT AT 9T & I SAST I
fexrg---

=it gwmafa : 9g
qaTT § 0

Aty &1

=t aWEaT s\ Argt 0 K A &
fag qg wgr g ¥ 2 9% a@gr @
Segin 5 4 agr fzar | &1 941 AT
Ty o1 FY Fgafae F1 Flgr g7 F@
FI AIF @IAT ¢

SHRI A C. GEORGE : Shouid I
answer that ?

=t ArigaT warz gt ;o § FA
g ) FF qATAI a7 A gaAr 3w wy-
AT T ATATAST &1 I5T FT AH
FETATT 97) &7 3| s@iEr ggr fzar |
StA 2 47 agr 41 371 5 agr faar
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ar g @I W qA] FT AgAe
FIT 47 FIT T AT PAA ?,

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : This really
does not relate to the question under dis-
cussion. We are not aware of this.

st @y swm @l o werE
aged, § w19 F FI0 ATAAT AGAT
f& =gafge Jox & gwrg § @Ay
# agdl NI F§ gAIIR gAGE
AR AT 97 § S I AT 994
F1 GATFAT § | AT FAT W@ GIHR A
39 oarg F) qf & fag O 2w & @
FIE saFeqr W § qAGT 97 FIA F
fag faa & g widia gar § sarqie
glar § aifs 5@ mwra #1 qfd @ o
a% ?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : We do concede
that newspapers and to that extent news-
print are very vital in enlightening public
opinion especially on Plan programmes
and all that. But the entire operation has
to be seen from the broadbased picture of
constraint on foreign exchange.

St WY NEEr W & oA o7g
w8t & fFaar o A fedt WX 23w &
tSa & arg 99 1 AT FIT AT
da gar & giar &, sq faz doy )
FIE YT T ¢ AT A A & 7

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : Even in bila-
teral agreements and rupee payment arran-
gements, all these factors have to be taken
into consideration with a broad_perspec-
tive.

SHRI S. D, MISRA : As the Minister
himself has admitted, there is an acute
shortage of newsprint due to shortage of
raw materials and many other factors. I
want to know what steps Government have
taken to get over this shortage.

110 APRIL 1972]

to Questions 14

In the western world like the United
States of America and Canada there is a
de-inking process under which all the
newspapers are again converted into news-
print twice or thrice. Is the government
thinking of increasing the production of
newsprint by this process?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : Thisis a very
good and novel suggestion.

SHRIS. D. MISRA: The suggestion
may be good, bad or indifferent, What I
want to know from the hon. Minister is
whetner sach a supgestion 1 anywhere in
his file. Idonot want him to comment
on my suggestion.

SHRI A. C. GEORGE: Any sugges-

tion which ultimately results in import
substitution is always welcome.
*472, [The questioner (Shri Suraj

Prasad) was absent. Ior answer vide

cols. 37-38 infra.]
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*¥473. ot AUt g AEA -
a7 fafa @t = @ 93 Fam
Far &4T {F

(%) #ar sfam W@ & SwwaA
rATag F7 anadis warfag 53 s
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t{ SUPREME CouRT BENCH FOR SOUTH
INDIA

*473. SHRIJ. P. YADAV: Will the
Mipister of LAW AND JUSTICE be
pleased to state -

+[ 1 English translation.
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