43 Written Answers

asking for plehiscite in Tibet in order to ascer-
tain whether the Tibetans desiie to

1emain
under the Ghinese rule, and

(b) ifso, what 15 Government’s teaction
thereto ?]
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HTHE DEPUTY MINISTCR IN THD
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL APFAIRS
(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH) : (a)

Government have seen press reports to that
effect.

{(b) Government of India regards Tibet as
apart of China and there isno change in
Government’s stard on thys question.]

Buurro’s READINESs To MEET InDIAN LFADERS
*100. SHRI SITARAM KISRI :
SHRI RAM SAHAI .
SHRI THILLAI VILLALAN ;
SHRI VENIGALLA SATYANARA-
YANA .

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFF AIRS
be pleased to state :

(a) whether 1t is a fact that the Palistan’s
President Mr Bhutto has recently shown his
readincss to meet the Tndian leaders to settle

the outstanding disputes between India and
Pakistan; and

(b) whether any official communication
has been received 1n this connection, and if so,

the reaction of the Government of India
thereto ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTTEE IN 1HL
MINISTRY OF LXTERNAL AFTAIRS

(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH): (a)
Government have scen reports to this effect.

{b) Government have alieady communi-
cated to the United Nations Secretary General
their readiness to hold direct talks with Pakis-
tan at any level, at any time and without any
preconditions. [he final response of the Govern-
ment of Pakistan to this offer is awaited.

{ RAJYA SABH\ ]

1{ 1 English translation.

to Questions 44
Lxrdérraere Goons or BangLa Desu

*{01. SHRI A. D. MANI * Will the Minis-
ter of DXTIRNAL AFFAIRS be pleased (o
statc :

(a) whether exportable stocks of goods in-
cluding newsprint, spices and dried fish, worth
between Rs 20 crores to Rs. 40 crores hawve
been located at various places in Bangla Desh,
and

(1Y 1fso, whether there s any pioposal to
buy these stocks for consumption in India or
for re-export atter they are converted into
finished products®

THL DLPULY MINISICR IN THE
MINISTRY OF UXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI SURCADRA PAL SINGH) :  (a) It »»
understood that cxportable stocks of goods,
including newsptint, spices and dued fish, are
avatlable 1n Bangla Desh but the exact value of
the «tocks is not known.

b) The matrer 1sunder discussion with the
Bangla Desh authorities.

Trvavcial Loss oF Hivbustay STEEL LTD

<102. SHRI M. K. MOH1A Wil the
Minster of STEEL AND MINLIS be pleased Lo
State :

(a) Whether it 1s a fact that loss of Hindu-
tan Steel Limted dwiing the financial scar
1971-72 is likely to be moie than Rs. 50
crores ;

(b if so, the reasons therefor, and the
cumulative loss that would be incurred at the
close of the financial year 1971-72, and

(c) the steps contemplated by Government
to minimse the losses ?

1HL MINISILR OF STELL AND
MINES (SHRI S MOHAN KUMARA-
MANGALAM) : (a) to (¢) A statement 1s lawd
on the Table of the House,

STATEMENT

(a) and (b) The woirking results of Hinrlus-
tan Steel Limited fn the financial year 1971-72
would become known only after the accounts
fo the year have been closed and audited. lhe
indications, however, are that the Company
would sustain a substantial loss this year.
This is primarily due, to shortfalls 1 produc-
tion resulting from the collapse of the 1oof of
the Steel Mecling Shop of Rourhela Steel Plant



