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SHRI E.V.K.S. ELANGOVAN: As the hon. Member said, it is notjusta
- piece of paper. it contains two or three pages. Definitely, | will give a detailed

reply. :

. MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What the hon. Member is saying is, as to
what are the recommendations you accepted and what are the
recommendations you have sent to the Standing Committee, you can
circulate the same to the hon. Member.

Now, we take up the Appropriation (Railways) No. 2 Bill, 2005.

GOVERNMENT BILL

I. The Appropriation (Railways) No. 2 Bill, 2005 Govt. Resolution
approving recommendations contained in first report of Rallway
Convention Committee (2004)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRIR.
VELU): Sir, | beg to move:

"That the Bill to authorise payment and appropriation of certain sums
from and out of the Consolidated Fund of India for the services of the
financial year 2005-2006 for the purposes of Railways, as passed by
Lok Sabha, be taken into consideration.”

Sir, | also beg to move:-

"That this House approves the recommendations contained in Paras
45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, and 53 of the First Report of the Railway
Convention Committee (2004) appointed to review the rate of dividend
payable by the Railway Undertaking to General Revenues etc., which
was laid on the Table of the Rajya Sabha on the 21st December, 2004."

The questions were proposed

SHRI P.G. NARAYANAN (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, | wish
to draw the attention of the hon. Minister to the fact that Tamil Nadu has
the lowest component of broad gauge lines in India. The State had no
Railway Ministers since hon. Mr. Velu became one last year. The State
was neglected in terms of railway projects for the past several decades.
Hence, there is an urgent need to improve the situation. Sir, | am told that
this year about 300 Kms. of meter gauge lines in Tamil Nadu will be
converted to broad gauge. | submit that the Railways should step up the
gauge conversion.capacity from the present 300 Kms. per year to, at
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least, 1000 Kms. per year. | urge the Railway Minister to strengthen the
construction wing of the Southern Railway so that at least 1000 Kms. of
track can be converted every year from meter gauge to broad gauge. If you
undertake conversion of 300 Kms. every year, it would take at least 15
years to complete conversion of meter gauge lines. | would urge the Minister
to ensure that all the meter gauge lines in my State are converted to broad
gauge in the next three years and adequate funds should be provided for
this project.

Hon. Minister had announced in the last year's Budget that a survey
will be conducted for laying second broad gauge line from Chengalpattu to
Tuticorin as part of the port connectivity project. We do not know as yet
about the fate of the survey. The Railway Ministry has already sanctioned
several port connectivity projects in Gujarat and elsewhere in the country.
Considering the fact that Chennai, Ennore and Tuticorin are three major
ports and they need to be connected by the railway lines, 1 would request
the Minister to lay the foundation stone for the second broad-gauge line
from Chengalpattu to Tuticorin at the earliest. Sir, because of the presence
of a single broad-gauge line from Chengalpattu to Tuticorin covering the
entire length of the State, passengers are put to a lot of inconvenience due
to stoppage of trains for crossings. Sir, to minimise this misery, a proposal
was made in the Railway Budget four years ago to lay a double line between
Kodai Road and Dindigul, a distance of about 30 kilometres. The project is
yet to be taken up, though four years have passed. Sir, | request the
Minister to implement this project in the next three months. Sir, there has
been no rail linkage between Madras Central and Egmore. In Delhi, ali the
three stations - Hazrat Nizamuddin, New Delhi and Old Delhi - are linked
by the direct railway lines. But, this is not the case in Chennai where a
passenger has to disembark in Madras Central and go by road to adjacent
Egmore station. This is the situation. Sir, the distance is only about three
kilometres. A proposal has already been made four years ago to link both
these railway stations. The State Government has offered necessary land
for the project, but no headway has been made on this project so far. Sir,
the electrifications for the railway line between Egmore and Vizhuppuram
has been there for the past 50 years. But, it has not been extended beyond
Vizhuppuram. As a first step, | would urge the Minister to extend
electrification from Vizhuppuram to Madurai this year and later to Tuticorin.
This will help rapid movement of rail throughout the length of the State. Sir,
the Sampark Kranti Express, which is now running between Madurai and
Nizamuddin, should be extended to Kanyakumari. There is a need for a
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third daily train between Madras Central and Delhi considering the fact
that Tamil Nadu Express was introduced way back in 1975 and since
then, traffic between the two metropolitan town has grown manifold. So,
there is an urgent need for another train on this route. Sir, | submit that the
proposal to set up a separate division for Salem has been pending for the
past several years. The people from nine districts in Tamil Nadu, that is,
Erode, Salem, Dharmapuri and Krishnagiri and Karur are put to a lot of
hardship. They have to go to Palghat even for small work, that is, leave,
transfer and emergency quota, etc. So, this is a great injustice done to
nine districts in Tamil Nadu. So, Salem division should be created at the
earliest to fulfil the long-standing aspiration of the people around Salem
district. Sir, there is a continuous demand which is pending, and, that is
for laying of new line from Mettupalayam to Samrajnagar via
Satyamangalam. When | was in Lok Sabha in the 90s, the survey was
ordered but that survey has not yet been completed. Sir, six months back,
three Centrai Ministers of the State went to Satyamangalam and a public
function was held to inaugurate this scheme but after that nothing has
happened. Sir, since this is a very important project, it should be
commenced at the earliest.

Then, Sir, the speed of gauge conversion projects in Tamil Nadu has to
be increased because it is pending for the last ten years. At the present
rate, this gauge conversion will take at least 15-20 years. So, in the interest
of people of Tamil Nadu, the work has to be expedited fast and the financial
support has to be provided for this purpose. With these words, | thank you
for having given me the opportunity to speak on this subject.

I : We ARG |ie | 5t Sy sprdifean | st soran <o, =74, 9a 9=
Hio ity

st q& == won (TSRAM) : STRITSRT HERa |
sitadt ST 24l SeuTe (AN @ SygYafa 98eg |
B oadiin i B IR R G

- st S 2 AEUTe : W, T S 9t it gee =i 2 g 3 wga-sga
yEe, ITgVefT Teieg )

Iyawrafa: &, TEk | st <ten Fa | TTerd @ gen e gt L (FAEuE)
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Hrq 37T Fel TE |1, 1 fraid A 2 et B T sveatn w1 we
A TIfeY, S wAHEA g St se aeen =ity ok 9 3wt +1 o st
=ifeq !

T, § vy T et FfE e @ a2 A T Ser) | S € e e e
&g Wt

sit Iqvmafa: fad ) du @ & fag s &)

et s 2 aqETer: sEiAY § SR wEg Wi e §) wew @ i
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T HIirge, Hanfig R s ) Tea qgEmu
Iyt SR, S T Aer T v i, TE-TE v |
MR. BEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The House is adjourned for one hour.

The House then adjourned for lunch at five minutes past one of the
clock.

The House re-assembled after lunch at eight minutes past two of the
clock, MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN, in the Chair

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Tari!:\i Kanta Roy.

SHRITARINI KANTAROY (West Bengal): Thank you, Deputy Chairman,
Sir. | have stood here to speak on the Appropriation (Railway) No. 2 Bill,
2005. In Railways, growth of basic infrastructure facilities is not
commensurate with the growth in economy and traffic.

The new lines, gauge conversions, doublings, restoration of dismantled
lines, construction of missing links, track renewals, bridge works,
electrification works and road safety works are necessary, not only to
enhance the carrying capacity, but also for smooth, efficient, prompt and
safe running of the trains. For all these purposes, mobilisation of additional
resources should be made through internal generation, and budgetary
support should be enhanced sufficiently.

In the Railway Budget, besides extension of 28 trains, 54 new trains
have been announced. Frequency of 10 trains has been increased. But |
have apprehension over the announcement of new trains in a system,
which is already over-stressed. Expansion of railway network is very siow
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and in this regard, | would like to emphasise on the ongoing projects,
particularly in the backward and north-eastern parts of the country.
Guwahati-Lumding, Guwahati-Dharamnagar and Kumarghat-Agartala and
Agartala-Sabroom projects should be taken up on top priority basis. |
need not mention that six out of the seven State Capitals of the north-
eastern region are not connected with rail network. More funds shouid be
allocated for the various ongoing projects, including the important alternative
connecting link project of New Maynaguri-Jogighopa, so that these can be
completed in a time-bound manner. At the same time, extension programme
like Kolkata Metro Project also should be implemented in time.

Sir, gauge conversion programmes should be taken up seriously and
here | would like to mention that gauge conversion work from Alipurduar
Junction to Bamanhat in the NF Railway Zone is very slow and that has
not started yet in the New Maynaguri-Changrabandha part, which is very
important for New Maynaguri-Jogighopa project.

Railway safety work should be given priority. Running staff, including
drivers and staff men for safety works, should not be forced to work more
than eight hours. Otherwise, it will not be possible to avoid cases of human
failure.

As far as the works relating to Road Over Bridge and Road Under Bridge
are concerned, there is a mutual agreement between Indian Railways and
the concerned State to share the cost of the work on a 50:50 basis.
Because of constraints of funds, States find it difficult to maintain this
agreement and so works relating to ROB or RUB cannot be done. | demand
that the share of the cost of this work should be on a 75:25 basis between
the Indian Railways and the concerned State because this is essential
from the safety aspect also.

In safety question, funds should not be a constraint. At the same time,
passenger amenities and facilities should not be neglected in any passenger
trains.

Doubling of railway lines between New Jalpaiguri to New Bongaigaon
via Jalpaiguri Road-New Cooch Behar should be taken up immediately in
order to overcome the bottleneck for north-east zone's railway connection.
Again, here, | would like to mention about the lack of punctuality of trains
in the north-east and Assam. And it is of utmost importance for the NF
Railway where trains don't run on time. So, | demand a monitoring system
for the trains running in the NF Railway on the lines of Central Monitoring
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System existing for the Rajdhani trains.

The issue of electrification has been neglected in the Budget Speech.
So, electrification works in all the important sectors should be given priority
and electrification programme should be taken up immediately in the New
Jalpaiguri-Guwahati section also.

While replying to the debate on the Budget Speech, the hon. Railway
Minister assured of a Jan Shatabdi Express from Sealdah to Siliguri via
New Jalpaiguri. | raise the demand to introduce the train as early as
possible. At the same time, | again raise the demand that the Uttar Banga
Express from New Cooch Behar to Sealdah should run daily instead of
thrice a week. The wagon and locomotive factories, including the one at
Chittaranjan in West Bengal, should be protected, and this should get
necessary work orders.

Lastly, Sir, | would like to mention about the commitment made by the
hon. Railway Minister for giving licences to the railway hawkers, which
needs to be fulfilled immediately. Thank you, Sir.

st Het T wWn: Iewvmfa wEE, # wifyeeE (WEe) =R 2 faq, 2005
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ﬁmmﬁaﬁw%ﬁm%...(mm)...

gAY (At dary arreifean) : @ w9 99 TE A0 ... ([ur)...

Wle AT W 7t F9 awit W@ 1 A faer ¥ ol 78 W E A
firert =nfew | Y2 3 g et @ o ool S 9 FY W FTE aaee @ € 3R
a wgd ¥, 18 AR e % fag w1t 9 & w7 §, S faerdt wife, s
T 19 BT, ST o A B2 8, 3R 99 #1009 381 T aavel 1 ¥ 1ed
39 W gy a1 aifee | Afw 39 faafaet # 43 98 5 313 16 W GATH ® A #1
¢ 8, 3R | gfae g9E, ¥ vy T 0 @ g 45 9% Tue ufestvE €, S
WEATE & fauan B &, ag o 919 ¢, sa= s e 2 Y qg wwgm &
fere ea € foF FGTRRYR A9 wifen 3k o3 =) 39 ser wifew | freet arde
g 9, W & A9-9- 56 IR w761 wg s w wfw s ¥
o6 31 STeHt %1 3@ # werd & fag wgferga @, Afe W@ 1 2@ v fw oy
# 31 W wPrd? 39 T A0 TF aveia §, 9% 9% ¢ i Wl R § 1w
TE-wE T FFR v g€ ¥ o wRa B 98 wwE @it % e, sfew 99 W
il &1 ZradiE g € oIk # 9 aorta wEm fw o St st glau @ fag
TN B eI @rel ST 13 gledt 3d 3ik 3 Sl F R # vast s
=g fHuan =it 4 Y, TR 9r6-gu e 991 & fog, wniae ded 99m  fae
T et Bt f 3§ varde 9w T Word fewrdie aik wigde o feret
TG, i 37 7 arslt Frarg feeeht & & Saar €, St sra warer o1 T R, ag s
T ® fF #13 ve el 7€ ® gwar ) 189fay 3R § o W w8, WE
feuréde sl oy wefl F, foare are o @, <t wd FT9Fa §, @t varde wam
T oE SEA IS A T & | 39 AR Y wgferaa @ St o Wl ) wga =
¥ faeim o &d 1 9 =nfee, it TR IRa d gad T TR A R, 9w
A ¢ e oo ¥ - F iR W 9 91 STt §, safay 9o 4 w1
TS, S W 3T ST, AT Y §9 a5 SHAT € i it o 6wt
Q7 g0 o Tk SN 379 & 9, sfahera o, 3T eI 99 T T a1, dfd
FTHT SIS B Y | HF 39 T FT T AT 01 98 qgd Tord 8 | 39y
AFETH FHTeh IGH| 7@ Ere f S Sgfroaam €, S orrah +7 Jer  wee
®, 3& forg it gfaw i 18 off, 3o S T wifde) ora ¥ Aidt R+ faw
THRAT ST Y RE 1 E ) e S, A9 T ) FefFerh ¥ iy 9 '
&, &if& Itis not right on the part of the BJP to criticise Laluji for accidents.
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In this very House, during Shri Nitish Kumar's time, | had established and
it is unfortunate. Don't go by these figures. It is an unfortunate situation
—444 accidents had taken place during this year. That means ® f&A
EEe, W feq awdan 3g, S| o w91+ 91 fF 391 3ot 21 =9ife
TS Sit, 319 TR W W | 9% 376 9rd & T Wifafeaw & fou @ e +1 qam
% fag SN vk T=w, dfes o SR F, e fafte % 9 F 319 9w
e frm a1 fEE d, fF aas TSR wE A WA RETERNIF D
fau {8 s =T afey, o i | v td feurddie 3 Wk 4 wetva &
e, W ew o= ¥ @e & T E 6 1 W A AR Fa1 & fAg, A A9H
B qords FE 1 TF 6 @S F 37 St 1w @ o a o e
e @, REwA | Faran T i Tw S R ARt w1 g9E w e v e Sh, #
AF] 98 e aea § % e 37 wede +T ka1 Suspension is no
punishment. It is a license for indiscipline. TEYR % =g 3Ty Yal & fF 0
B ¥? ets fra ofR wei +1a @ 50 FIHE e SUS TR UgH ST, F1H F:Y
I T HL IS AR 3R] 3/4 TIEATE ferdt| ... (qa9H) ... T I 9@ F
T 1 T T S A1 Y, FEEE diftee 7 %1 30 8 Swier off 7& s m
3R a1 T 9% TET © SO W R T T S Faard garean Sfaewt 3N S |
I YT TF BIUAR &, ST 319 TRue € 7 H €1 Hold a departmental
inquiry. ¥ 3¢ & et Tet €, 3tish & <ie e €, T RTE @ fea d, s y@ + =
Tafrem fasf | ey S, ¥ w& ot 98 § f% Hold a departmental inquiry and
dismiss him; send him to jail. 279 F&d € f& Fa@ 1 Tadt @ wwfEe T ™ )
T a6 ¥ TR 3man § f wrae 39 g & «ig uw ik g €t el 7 st
™ 1 fewra T 9 L A T & 3w few? w7 fean wan T werEra et R,
IGFT 91 T @, I g 7 I, 39 Y Reaw & wenan i w@ @ A
feurddie & ag ik @i AfumfiEl %) e 2 A afs IR v e FE A A
worft, i w1 anft ) A TER 7% F [ TN F 9E J THEA Tea €
A Y s Y93 41 39 gug Y ) FTEt awelte gen e f dv st
TRitEy 0 4, g T T a1 | o wWESeE € T 8, wwRidm A9 I ww
%1 AfFR, 7E < g e &, Tt T wen ¥? feudden ARt @ i
HifY IE AR, o WA ¥, @ ranft w5t ok g +F fe 3w fed
HFR 3 e Fran &, 3ue) feafium #ifag, 3o 3@ o e s aw ?
o+ fagm s =11 Suspension is ho punishment. It is a licence for
indiscipline.

WA RN MEFBFRFA TR G, A TR I asa i
FIET Y@ FT& 2 4, have done some exercise on this. Fafae =re] st figwa
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HIfAT 3t TR #) Tea @ 9 FE F Fifvrw w3 @ g B fag
Hrew 99 WY | TAR I 9gd A W €, oS E 1 ¥ g A § for & ww
FH FEHA € I i W A g ¥ TR Y iR s ¥ 19w
TEHE F W @ i o1 1 €, AW e €, T = faae vea ¥, 25 agAet
@ ¥ T T &, ) wfae €, Taq Al 1 O & feg ) gafeEy Kindly rise to
the occasion. 3Tg & JaT AfeTaa ¥ | 39 agi afay # fF omaa gra s
safere sram wfeagd #) e $ fag 98 wud &3 91fed |

SIS, ¥ A" F-FIER F W{E NP R F fAqu S =ww )R
sr=en Wt faen & f are] it 3 = g9 @ ¥ 1 fordlt ate 9 77 3o TTerd wlsh
R FA ¥ T-FHAR & St &y, fof raep) ad 2007 o FEAR T 27 faeit 198
faema o &1 ®A HY "False" &1 AR w1 A1, @ GR Fa@n 1 fF €
saifefare &, safe e 83 e wan) it F T w g, e faw g
“False" should not be unparliamentary. 371 ¥ 7% yi=g #g ¥a1 § & o7 a=y
£ ad 2007 7 Y1 wEAR A T IEH Gl | AT FTA-2ATSH H1 A THT SUTR
T Y61 1 IRT HI, 39S A T 9a) Jar®arg @ 198 25 94 & 9% ™
S | SYA v & 31 ot oy e ¥ s ad 2007 9% X A9 SR, S
& S | 7% faee e are R | sufee Al e 39 A 9@ gt W 9w
Hrefter sit &Y oft w1 o, A€ 1 Ted ¢ 2005 TH € FEA A | TH YT A Y AR T
. o1 fop 319 TTeTa sl W@ ¥ | 3T 1Y wEa ¥ o STT9E STRER ST Siera ¥ R e
2007 B AN, PN AT A GFaO I AT N @A A e 2 D Eo9d s
fFafeeE 8, snft g &1 €1 ot Sy | o FiSHjS aF 3TY) dE o b,
afera ® iR THEm 3 F TR gE TRR ) TEifs e Qe el HTe aasE s W
Az & ohifog 3l 29 gomgn | SfFT A9 IFad 3 3/ s g € fw ang
FHTS | AROLEN 36 & I FE At & S A | 39w Hoow Eiw e wy
T A A NS T WE B GRS F D 39 TWE | 20-30 T6 w9 7 7€ S
¥ R farelt = Ten ¥, v wL € e o SRR @ s | @ wtfeg )
W FIR ATt 7§ 3§ o 1 0 Haes € 19w i a9 29 € 91 A9 7 0 | e
7% ¢ fr weit A § - 8, A wR E, 7 ¥, 0L, 78 ¥ i i w5
w1 fefrmred Tl &1 3w 37 9o %1 391 Haera €1 37 90 6 I § IR |
TR 3T AT MY | FHR HT WA F 79 | AR, FIER &) 1§ D T W AR 9€
A= M = A st # s afar-famw 3 ¥ g ol st g el 3w
A 75 31 Bt & ol SR el $T €1 3 ot o ek T o T W

mﬁmtlaﬁﬁm?aﬁ mmﬁqaﬂtmmﬂﬁwﬁ N
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g fof 3 wE f et At & S FHR[E | TIRAET AEY N TH WE el
1 T S i 3T TR F S T L H 3Ed A IR -va @ FAs T wH
I S A F, AR - @ w0 e ) o w8 @ s
aq=st & qafas @ T S| 39 SEET ARH €, AN 9R-UY TR HUE
TAY HIH0 T67d F1 We TG FERTA &, FE HARYA F13Y, 16 STATHLS
HIEEH S5 | St W58 st w11 @ ¥ A T aR dyen € smem % @ et
T T ¥ o oy v # 1@ wieg | Sieg o | H TE e ® f 2007 F R an
ST | 319 2010 T 3 ARY | AfhA TE ¢ IR A FOATE, Foe A TR
3R SR A SRegE, o e A AE W @ 9t 8,

] it X frzlie & faq St w8 & sewn S o R @ fean
I 719 ey o foreh ot foraer s 3t T e 9%+ wag E T
A it ¥ St e € T ag w98, 77 o FrE a9 ¥ iR ST e
TR ¥ 1 F - TER & FEd ¥ T o w8 9y @ W ' e
TE HT T A | ITE TAF T F qa # qgi R § AT o iR
R ot I | 5t iR IFEE 9 ) o FER A I |ng, @ 9| @ e,
qiferst Tee & o e | R S SaE aTeE ) 4@ firen €, g@ sredre | e
Ea & =@ T4 ¥ 6 gg wrA &) ¥ 39w w5 § e ag e T, ge v o
ge @ w ¥ fow we ¥ e aea | foan o € i e Shed 25 #1 sTEE
W | =g e w1 w1 T @ €2 6 safee f o W € g1 oS e
Yo-T-T i €1 i ¥ fm orarl T A @ W) gefay. # < e I
HYR 1 I F AR | @ g, wwi s fopede ® w38 & 3ge S e
FHeiR § frd oft srTe & foran s, & 3% 1€ we § fw ek @ @ fam g

= A anfar # a1 snfaw At wea F1 99w § S TR e w5 fw
& aeh ot ¥ wifey ) gEE 3w et # i o W e @ agn aR I
et R ¥ 1 e R, 7 A ywfag e € 7w ¥ wF W worsn Ao ks
T St A, 7E 76§ R S ik @ 9 ) AR fewm § e A g i
w1 fi o @t e # farg T 3 el v A e 4, s e
% 3¢ ¥ 1 9% JaETHET F A T ¥ )9 TG WER, w9 TG 9w, e
iz Heww, e ol anft R T geen fa & A-9R 7 7w, T R
feg IR Tuemt % g7 @ v ge T R aeste %1 e € 9w ey,
e, faa e = Sam ¥ weitfor s semd ® g & 43 Er Y @ R
% PR S &, vz v fide, Wi SRRt S S s srrergeen @i Y 9
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F9 TRR o, Forae U I H 79 TR H) TR IO §1 9% e 91 F ' w1
AT, ST 1 e o, FHNE B SEHE A 98 47 91 ST 39 A @5 =iy
..(CAAEM).. SIS T AT .. (SqAEH)... 379 G € T, 1 IR w1 W
=€ foran 1 woa e W, & T2 9U AR 1w L (SHau).. 98 Fig § afa wER
AreHt, M W Wik ¥ TEar o1, #i99 @ arfaw o1 wwa wiewt
.. (HAY).. ¥ FE VR STETREE @, ST T A A€ g )L (Faur)..
- .. (Hau)..

IgavTed (o oty arrgifean) : wHEe s, g s w1, ag S e m
# @ ¥, 77! e Q) .. (SaaaT).. T S g & gE Y WA o1 SRS
T FER Y, W T ¥ | |y ot TR e, o e (SHAT)..

e ApdH W 7, 7€ | az fafora =1 9% w6 ¥ .. (sHaum)..

IS (ot Gy arRifea) : i S A R Y, st dw dm @
¥ 39 It W sfew) . (saaaE)..

e QG Wror: TR T 3 O 5 g IR 3% o 39 v feg-Ee,
fom ot 1 T & | Y o I AT §, 3F FHIUW H SALHH A1 T4 91, A9
3 e o € o 2aeg .. (sgmum)..

Iqavreasd (A Wa AaeEifEan) : st i wieE, Y T *fEw) S
WD i g @ ¥? wsa s v Wk, s

W A Wo: 7%, A 9= feen W a1, Fiifw shw e 76 s &) ¥
71z feen tw 4 e Aok e vwam w1 8, 59 gfem o 5} fmme st w frar
R w1 1 fmra %1 o, yaferg ae 7o <t §end SR e v o et
(Taue).. E -

H el 1 T s TR e A R,
T ¥ AR e A Fifee 3 &)

- e g
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Sekgdo il et o e i #nr{(uu&uu.;.tfyzzg‘_
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..... bitl...e OO e
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S Voo ld) Gy g B8Py LA L iy
B LB bime i IWINTTL I Pt
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2ed LN g ptn bl e EPI LU SS
drub/ f'ofux&/&gﬂ’[(ﬁ :uf.,«v,ﬁf.{&:.ufa? b |‘1.f=57
L& 5o SOV 4Bt oMl LIS (g Pk
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{1Transliteration of Urdu Script.
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L 2T S FIPR JOR VT WL KON PRy AL
Y fuﬂrum‘_{/bgﬁ«,{uz‘;du.{ 2L Ui b1 Loy r S
LL b ¥ L0 bne folfas Lt Minapildot
u_"k-f./a&g:.c',f!‘; S e koo S iz Sy el
J:Q’g..lﬁta,.g,f@:}ggﬁ‘unCaf)u." SBJtISH 2L s
W fremete kil g nesin N T ttion?
T Bnlftern it fre iz ESpirm It LS
M e sa i ptnie bl ete bupnads

SR Fror PG L L e e 2 IS
il e bl iU T L 1 A e S LU
S b FdE S Lol S i1z S Ging e FISS
JnE S drd - Grpir 30 e b L LA T e LoniaT

L L9 _22.41uh@p};&;&u,ffzw.@a&zfﬁéﬂ
g TRt T w3 R DL pStAfot i p S
ftis not nght on the partof 8 -‘:"__3 G PIp7 SN U’){'c_ u-":i L
cnticise Laluji for accidents. in thiy v;zry House, dunng Shri Nitish Kumar's llme,'l

had established--and it is unfortunate Don't go by these figures. It is an

unfortunate situation—444 accidents had taken place dunng that year. That means

;g—?c”bW(JlfQQﬁ_ﬁ? _.53:.5();" 2 a?_;'!;/ﬁcj)/; n.u:.hfglu;,;' : )
B Lied ML Ll e M LuthoHn T8
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1o 0 F e ST D L it fo e A enrun
u":?'f LJPJ/ \f&l&c’_cﬁw: fé{é/L}lJTfﬂ/:l&prd;u);’r’L‘ﬁ %]
oS TS unte W AT G N e S o
£ L % suspension is no punishment. It is a license for indiscipline -2/
‘Jé_tgé‘;ﬁu‘mfd,uém gﬁZ_/_u;—-’nfg..u-;-/ Yg‘-;t'nl[f§.:§f.17
LSt ilbta ST 34T L i ke S¥
mjm,r!‘_/u:-"u‘fd,un,cgéé,gigfu:; BTz T s
AFLIL LT Ko Uapndr SBL T el Ko ondls
Lo Jo U 924 U Hold a departmental inquiry =)} &) U (§ JL&; ;Tfu‘fq_
LG LA IEL Pe 2 L una it Sz
«7 Hold-a-departmentatinquiry and dismiss him;}lm ;aﬁ.” S
Lo 4 S b e vt e nesstie $iouirel
Siod L L o o8Il sl Ll
T S St FSA LB 330 &
c_utffu’;ulgft' 2?:4:;}1;”)1};‘/({:! S R a—d—'r’;y‘_ﬂf.;.f
Wi ke LS 3 el Jondh sl sl o2
z, & Z_n..uf.}-u‘gmm FOS il S flecnt & ZET S
_;-;..J";&L?m,_, - BEL 3§ e\l 7t B
LISHFop L bz flp L un S e S
AL R U L AL NS o

Suspension is o punishment. It is a licence for -2;.!;5,7’ 133y e J Se

indiscipline.
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G orEnd e L5t/ AL e 2iUle o

=4 E A Ui nave gone some exercise on tis. | el S 1T
Tt e UL Ly mZE ST ?J;’;fusu‘gl;,té
£n d}uid’g/;iggé)f'béo:fu‘vzl?tguf _-u,’g’/"‘é‘ _ew,’,.{;-,‘«'
WS L TAINL S T Lt E St o
LSRN g Soz Lpesigr e Shde & uywif
Ui T -q_:b,ﬁdri??,l:rginﬂy rise to the occasion. &1 ~&L
-uf"tgi_/&:’é.ziér:f/;f"éwfiq: A HALLS

Eorlf1 i _untaltTd £ AP Uit dets
Bl rwse & e e LA U gl r ST
S sy Sl g haE s Al SO
U R LT 1 e S S T BB K Faise L
A% T False” should not be unparliamentary. S ¥ s Y& L ! :urzp‘f)u:
/,A”t_/);é.,.{’f -&Cégu:"utffjuj E reee U cnosnl Ut s bl
2o, _Unasl el TR S At A el
it S ThnE voot WS S Eqfie o
et I Yl s I LSl
GBI (LU & LG e o LA I TS
ALt et SR LI TAL T E Tt e rish
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SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA (West Bengal): Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir, | thank you very much for giving me the opportunity to participate in
this discussion. Sir, while standing here in support of the Railway
Appropriation Bill, | wouldlike to comment on certain matters. One is that
even during the regime of the most undemocratic National Democratic
Front, some democratic institutions were working in the Railways, say, for
exampie, ZRUCC, Zonal Railway Users Consultative Committee was
functioning. But for a period of one year, almost a year is going to be
completed, these institutions are not at all functioning. | was in the South
Central ZRUCC . | attended some meetlngs | had some opportunity to
advise on certain matters and give some directions. | do not know whethet
these institutions, where we were taking part as the people's representatives,
as far as the functioning of the railways is concerned, have been done
away with. If not, then let us know in which Committee we are. At least, |
know for a long time that | was in the Southern Railway ZRUCC. Please
take care of this.

Sir, some of the points to which we have tried to draw the attention of
the Ministry, and, the hon. Minister for that matter, are perennial in naturé.
Those points are raised, somebody notes them but they are never attempted
to be implemented in the right place. Sir, when you were speaking on this
Appropriation Bill, you made a valid point — | stand with you — about the
way the rakes were being booked earlier. There is a paradigm shift and
that is causing a tremendous hardship for the small entrepreneurs. Unless
it is rakeful, the products and commodities of the small entrepreneurs are
not being booked at all. This is the problem that we face sometimes, and,
particularly when small quantity of materials have to be transported. That
has to be corrected. Shri Santosh Bagrodia, our senior colleague, has
commented extensively on this, therefore, | will not repeat.

Sir, one point on which | would like to draw the attention of the Railway
Ministry is regarding long distance trains. In long distance trains, even
though it has been pointed out umpteen number of times, the provision of
drinking water in the sleeper class coaches is not there. Some time ago,
about 15 years ago, | remember the provision was there. There used to be
some water cooler or some arrangement used to be there, or some tank
was in place. But that has been done awdy with. Even though a number
of times, Mr. Nitish Kumar, when he was the Minister in the NDA
Govemment, assured, and even the present Minister assured, | don't know
whether any thing has been implemented for that matter. Clean drinking
water must be arranged in the long distance trains, not only for the

280



[27 April, 2005] RAJYA SABHA

Rajasthan-bound trains but aiso through out the country, it should be
arranged.

Sir, | have tried to point out earlier also that some of the iong distance
trains do not have any pantry car. | will just cite the example of the Darjeeling
Mail, Laluji knows it very well. Darjeeling Mail leaves NJP at about
7.30 p.m. or 7.45 p.m. and it reaches Sealdah, its scheduled time is
about 8.00 in the morning, but mostly it is about two hours late. Naturally,
in the absence of any pantry car, it becomes a mess. All the vendors
come in the sleeper class and make a mess. No pantry car is there. So,
kindly look into this whether one pantry car can be attached to this sort of
long distance trains, overnight trains.

Sir, | would like to point out one important point, that is, Darjeeling Mail
used to have stoppage atAlwahbari station. There is one Alwahbari station,
whoever knows that, | don't know. incidentally, Aiwahbari is a small station,
but this statien connects two very important towns of West Bengal, one is
Raiganj and another is Islampur. These are twb very important trade
centres. And lots of people live in these two towns. So, when the Darjeeling
Mail does not stops at Alwahbari station, a very serious problem arises for
the common peopie to avail of the facility of trains for these two places.
So, this has to be seen whether it can be reinstated or not, whether a
stoppage can be ensured at Alwahbari station or not.

Sir, | would also like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister that in
Balurghat-Eklakhi, the Minister has been very kind to inaugurate the train.
But only one train is commuting between Malda and Balurghat. That has
become a problem. Through out the day, only one train is there. Balurghat
is the district headquarters and it also connects not only the district, but
also connects even international passengers; passengers from Bangladesh
also come to Balurghat and they come to Kolkata by train. So, whether an
additional fgst train can be introduced? Our suggestion was that this
Janshatabdi which commutes between Malda and Kolkata, can be
extended upto Balurghat. The schedule can be maintained accordingly so
that it can have a number of passengers. This can be once again examined
whether this Janshatabdi can be introduced from Balurghat, instead of
Malida.

Sir, the problem of abandoned buildings is also there. The Railways
have perhaps, ! do not know whether it is millions or thousands, | cannot
count them, a number of unmanned buildings near different stations. These
unmanned buildings are not dismantled and those become the den of the
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anti-social elements in many places. | do not know why the Railways
maintain these abandoned buildings. What is the use of these buildings?
For years, they have put stamps on these buildings that these are
abandoned. And, these have been retained for a very, very long time. | do
not know what is the logic of retaining those abandoned buildings of the
Railways. Whether these buildings can be demolished so that at least the
building material can be made use of in construction in some other places.
That has to be examined once again.

Sir, | would also like to comment, and this has also been commented
‘earlier, about waterlogging at certain local stations near Kolkata. Laluji is
very much aware of it. In Belur, there is a very famous station, that is,
Bellur Math. In subways, peculiar waterlogging take place. If there is a
high tide in the river Ganges, then water will come to the subways. It has
become a problem. Belur, Bandel and many other stations are there where
subways are submerged by the Ganges water or otherwise. | do not know
what is the remedy. But there must be some remedy. And this remedy
has to be found out. And it should be done at the earliest.

i would like to comment on the North-Eastern States in particular. In
North-Eastern States, | know for certain, the Railways have been extended
its network up to Kumarghat near Agartala. It has been the final stop in
Kumarghat. | do not know about the progress of the work there between
Kumarghat and Agartala. Agartala must be connected immediately. The
work has stopped there. There is no work. Perhaps Laluji well tell it
better.
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SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, it is very
important. T, d-¥= %1 Wan! WA FAfaefad W aga = feddz & sihvam
e & f - %) ot 9ga 9ol ¥ 1 JE & Al | 9% e €, 9ga T
e & i 20 38 AvE @ e ) e SR Sie T W @ i — Yod o ifefud
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foFan o1 | 98 T =g 98 ads q w1 9ifen, Fa AT w0 § 39 Tifieem
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SHRI SILVIUS CONDPAN (Assam): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, | thank
you very much for giving me an opportunity to say a few words in support
of the Appropriation (Railways) No. 2 Bill, 2005, which was tabled by the
hon. Railway Minister. | will be very brief in my deliberation. Before | start,
| thank Mr. Bhattacharya from West Bengal for mentioning a few words
about the railway system in West Bengal. Sir, he is very much correct
that the railway system in the North East India, from where | come, has
not improved in the last 52 years to the extent it should have been improved.
One, railway tracks from Alipur to Tinsukia is still a single railway line
which was built during the British regime. Sir, the North East is a very
sensitive area from the point of view of our national security. It is bounded
by Bangladesh, Myanmar, China and Bhutan. Only one single railway line
moves through the heart of undivided Assam, the present North East. The
people in that area suffer because they have to pay high prices for essential
commodities. They solely depend on the fast movement of essential
commodities by the Railways, but because of the single track, the
movement cannot be very fast. That is why there has been a long-pending
demand. The Railway Ministry will kindly consider bringing double track
system from Alipur to Tinsukia which covers aimost all parts of North East
India for fast movement of passenger trains, express trains and gobds
trains. The next point, Sir, is that because Assam suffers from flood and
most of the roads remain under water for six months, they fully depend
upon the railway system to have their essential commodities reach their
areas. Because of limited movement of railway system in north-east India,
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people — generally lower middie class people and peopie below the poverty
line — have to pay high prices for essential commodities for six months,
atleast during the flood season. There has been a long-standing demand
for the construction of bridge over Brahmaputra river at Bogibill. The Bogibill
Construction Project has been taken up by the Railways. | am grateful to
the Ministry of Railways. But, Sir, | am sorry to say that this year, the
allocation for this particular Bogibill project, which has been considered
as a mega project for north-east India to develop the railway system, has
been very poor. If the allocation is made at this rate, the bridge will not be
completed within the estimated time. Sir, Bengal and Assam have the
commercial link. And the general business people cannot avail airways or
any other system but Railways. So, there has been a great need felt by
the people of Assam who are small traders to have an overnight experss
train between Guwahati and Howrah.

Sir, my next point is that still our railway system is mostly under metre
gauge. Rangia-Rangapara-Lakhimpur-Morkokcheleng Railway, which is
bordering the Arunachal border area and is very important, as | have already
submitted, is still under metre gauge. And there has been a constant
demand that this metre gauge line should be converted into a broad gauge
line. Sir, Rangia is the junction which connects the entire north bank of
river Brahmaputra and north Assam, and the Rajdhani Express leaves
Guwahati and skips off the Rangia Junction and stops at Bongaigaon-
Kokrajhar. It is good that it is stopping at Bongaigaon-Kokrajhar, but still,
it woud be more justifiable if this train is made to make a stop at Rangia
Junction. This may kindly be taken note of. | think Railways cannot find
any difficulty in considering this problem. Rangia Zonal Headquarters affair
has been a matter of discussion among the people of Assam.

[MR. Deputy CHairRMAN, in the Chair]

The railway authorities were good enough to declare Rangia as Zonal
Headquarters, but the Rangia Zonal Headquarters has not got its shape in
a proper manner till this time, for which people are thinking that the Railways
is indifferent to build up the Railway Zone at Rangia Headquarters.

Sir, the Rajdhani Express runs from Guwahati to Delhi and the timings
ar@ early in the morning. At 7 o'clock, the Rajdhani Express departs from
Guwahati. The Rajdhani Express connects the entire north-eastern sides
of the States, the hilly States and the other States. Therefore, the departure
timings should be reviewed and fixed at around 8.30 so that the people
who come by night buses could catch this Rajdhani Express. Sir, | would
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like to bring an important point for the kind attention of the hon. Railway

Minister. Sir, there has been a lot of heartburning regarding the appointment
of Grade-IV employees in the Assam area of the North-East Frontier
Railway. There is & demand that hundred per cent of the vacancies of
Grade-1V within the Assam area should be considered for the local people

of Assam. At one point of time, | remember, our hon. Minister of Railways

had also agreed, but the same has not been executed, as desired by the

hon. Railway Minister. | request, at this moment, the hon. Railway Minister

to see that these things are done; otherwise, for small things, at many

times, differences arise among the people of neighbouring States.

Sir, we need also now, as far as possible, the introduction of the electric
train system in our North-East area. The electric train system is yet to
come in the North-Eastern zone. So, Sir, | request the Railway Minister to
at least introduce, in his term, the electric train system in the North-
Eastern zone. | would also like to request the hon. Railway Minister to see
that the work on the Lumding-Badarpur line is expedited. The work is very
slow; almost nothing is moving, and it has become some kind of a
scandalous scheme of the Railways. it has taken so much time to
complete. | would request the hon. Minister to at least have personal
attention to this area and find out as to why this work is so much delayed.
Kindly use your good office over the matter so that your people at the
working level can expedite the execution of work of the Lumding-Badarpur
line.

Sir, | won't take much time. These pertinent points which | have raised,
| think, will receive the due attention of the Railway Minister. He should
take immediate steps so that the people of the North-East feel that they
are not far from the mind and the Reart of the Railway Minister in particular,
and they do not feel, as mentioned by Mr. Bhattacharjee, our hon. Member,
who spoke before me, the sense of neégligence that they are not belonging
to the Railway Department, if not the country. With these words, | thank
you, Sir, for giving me the opportunity to say a few words.
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wd 395 fapl W ESmhfee we #ifer v g- g davq 19 & fag & fear s
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ravasmal ¥ 1 T A Sredes, T, v ofees uf@em, s ufieds,
wmfiw dee, T afEeedt we g-ge gada # dfaa deeslt flasda
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A, WG gl g1 I =512 &) 2 o s wadA & o d e =
QA : YgETE 33 TU 91 90 WEE F € 991 99§ 3730w € fE 3w
#1 ad 2005-06 % ey gqa 3™ |t | Fafya faf-=m fadas #1 dfen & fag
3191 it S |

SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA. Sir, | have a simple question. We
have discussed something about the Rail Appropriation Bili. We wanted
the response of the Hon. Minister on our discussion selectively, whatever
he deems fit. Now, | am thankful to him for reading the statement. He nas
given some assurances. | am thankful But what happens to the
recommendations, suggestions and the points that we have raised? What
is the response of the Railway Minister?

ST e YIS mmaﬁmmmﬁm%mﬁ%%ﬁmwﬁm
1 for Era-faar s #E A 79 31 aaen € O fet an w fifaes Srmarsa 7
Tafaw, s g s 2, | invite you to come to my chamber and we will
look into the matter.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | shall now put the Appropriation (Railways)
No. 2 Bill, 2005 to vote. The question 1s

That the Bill to authorise payment and appropriation of certain sums
from and out of the Consolidated Fund of india for the services of the
financial year 2005-2006 for the purposes of Railways, as passed by
Lok Sabha, be taken into consideration

The motion was adopted.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We shall now take up the clause-by-clause
consideration of the Biil.

Clauses 2, 3 and the Schedule were added to the Bill.
Clause 1, the Enacting Formula and the Title were added to the Bill.
SHR! LALU PRASAD. Sir, | move:

That the Bill be returned.
The question was put and the motion was adopted.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | shall now put the Government Resolution
to vote. The question is:

*That this House approves the recommendations contained in Paras
45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51 and 53 of the First Report of the Raivay
Convention Committee (2004) appointed to review the rate of dividend
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payable by the Railway undertaking to General Revenues, etc., which
was laid on the Table of the Rajya Sabha on 21st December, 2004 ."

The motion was adopted.
Discussion on the working of the Ministry of Defence

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We shall now take up discussion on the
working of the Ministry of Defence. Shri Anand Sharma will initiate the
discussion.

SHRI ANAND SHARMA (Himachal Pradesh): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir,
I rise here to initiate the discussion on the working of the Ministry of Defence.
This is a subject of great importance for the country’s security and defence.
Atthe outset, [ would like to say that this was one issue which needed to be
discussed when the Opposition was here but it has chosen to remain absent.
They are abstaining when the national matters pertaining to defence and
security are discussed. It is demonstrative of their non-serious approach
towards this subject, whether they were in Government or now in Opposition.
Itwould have been better for us if we were in a position to put some questions,
the questions which have been agitating the minds of our people not only
inside the Parliament but outside also on certain matters, certain decisions
of yesteryears. | shall be referring to some of those during the course of my
submission. | would like to thank the hon. Defence Minister for having taken
up the cause of the three Services and for giving desired importance to
defence preparedness especially modernisation and capital acquisition. 1t
has been after a long gap that Defence received the desired and correct
attention. For years there was and indifferent approach and the demand of
the three servies were ignored. After the change of Government, when the
UPA Government assumed office it had fulfilled one assurance which was
there in our vision documents. There was an increase in the allocation. Last
year, for Defence. The hon. Minister also ensured that unlike the previous
years, the amount allocated was utilised. This year we note that there has
been a small increase and Rs. 83,000 crores have been allocated. But this
increase in my view is not adequate and does not mean the projected minimal
demands of the three services. | do understand and appreciate the
constraints, especially when it comes to making available the resources
and the funds. But | must mention, Sir, that over the last few years there has
been a decline in the funds which have been allocated for Defence. As a
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