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Demand for taking measures to stop Female Foeticides in the
country
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Pyarelat Khandewal. He is not here.
Shri K. Rama Mohana Rao. He is also not here. Next is Prof. M.M. Agarwal.
He is not here. Shri Subhash Prasad Yadav; not here. Shri Rama Muni
Reddy Sirigireddy; not here. Shri Vijay J. Darda; not here. Shri Ekanath K.
Thakur; not here. Shri K.B. Krishna Murthy.

Demand for Granting Classical Language Status to Kannada

SHRI K.B. KRISHNAMURTHY (Karnataka): Sir, it was a long-overdue
step by the Government of India to have accorded the 'Classical Lan-
guage' status to Tamil, with its lexical richness and antiquity, spanning
several centuries.

Going by the criteria set for recognition of a language as a Classical
one, Kannada rightfully qualifies for accord of a similar status. On all ac-
counts—antiquity, ancient body of literature, original living traditions and
continuity-—Kannada has impeccable credentials, as documented by the
UNESCO in its monograph "ASIA SCRIPTS' which ranks ‘Kannada' among
the major scripts of the world.

Sir, beyond its lexical purity, Kannada transcends the creative aspects
further on to canonized local knowledge systems, grammatical traditions,
dictionaries, encyclopaedias, books on science, medicine agriculture etc.

Sir, a well-documented case has already been made by the Govern-
ment of Karnataka, in its communication to the hon. Prime Minister of
India, which | commend, be subjected to a critical evaluation by the Sahitya
Academy which has access to a vast repository of books and reference
works. Compared to Hebrew and Chinese writing systems that claim an
antiquity of three millennia, among Indian languages only ‘Tamil’ and
'Kannada' have a long and enduring history of writing. | request the Govemn-
ment of India to accord a 'Classical Language’ status to Kannada.

SHRIMATI PREMA CARIAPPA (Karnataka): Sir, | associate myself with
his Special mention.

SHRI E.M. SUDARSONA NATCHIAPPAN (Karnataka): Sir, | also as-
sociate myself with his Special Mention.

SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD (Karnataka): Sir, | associate myself with his
Special mention.

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH (Karnataka): Sir, | also associate myself with
his Special mention.
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