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the inter-state angle involved, consultation
with Orissa Government was considered
necessary before the project could be
accepted for implementation.

(b) The Scheme envisages the installa-
tion of 240 MW of generating capacity
comprising three units of 80 MW each.

(c) Yes, Sir.
(d) Yes. Sir.
(¢) The Scheme can be cleared for

implementation after the Government of
Orissa gives its concurrence.]

12.00 Noon

[THE VICE CHAIRMAN (SHRI V.B. RAJU)
in the Chair]

CALLING ATTENTION TO A
MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC
IMPORTANCE

RECOMMENDATION OF AGRICULTURAL
PRICES COMMISSION FOR LOWERING THE
PROCUREMENT PRICE OF WHEAT AND
REPORTED DEMONSTRATIONS BY FARMERS
IN PUNJAB AND OTHER FARTS OF THE
COUNTRY AGAINST THE RECOMMENDATION

w1 @ wreatt (fzeat) @ ey,
& s s § g F agAl ged a7
Feq % fau giv Feq aram =7 fawr-
fegr wle wrgim &1 g9 fawiar &
afa fatig wae 51 & fau qara agn
Rar & wog AT H GUET gIIT A7UT F
auIwIT &1 WL FW HA &7 ||
faaiar & i

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED): Sir,
the Agriculiural Prices Commission in their
Report on 'price policy for rabi foodgraings
for 19 "2-73 season' have recommended that
'the procurement prices of wheat be fixed
uniformally for all the States at Rs. 66
per quintal for the
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indigenous Red, and Rs. 72 per quintal for
the indigenous Common white and different
Mexican varieties." During the last year the
procurement prices of Red (indigenous)
were fixed between Rs. 71 and Rs. 74 per
quintal and the price of all other varieties at
Rs. 76 per quintal.

Government have seen press Reports
regarding demonstrations by the farmers in
protest against the recommendation of the
Commission. Government have also seen
reports in press regarding various views
expressed in favour and against the views of
the Commission. The recommendation of the
Commission is under consideration of the
Government and a final decision will be
taken only after considering the views of the
Hon. Members and the Chief Ministers of
States who are meeting in a Conference on
the 13th and 14th of April.

The Honourable House will appreciate
that the policy ol price support has been
adopted by Government, to ensure that the
producer gets a remunerative price, the
consumer gets foodgrains at a reasonable
prices and the present trend of production is
sustained. Government have especially
created the Food Corporation of India a
public sector agency to undertake massive
marketing operation, to achieve these
objectives of the price policy. In deciding the
procurement price of wheat for the coming
marketing season Government will keep in
view the objectives of the price policy, and
that the interest of the producer and the
consumer are fully protected.

ot s wrgAndy (fze41) @ osfiwe,
ferggara & fram areag 0 aod &
qax & f& s=gia wafaqmr & 9
@A & A0 oF gagy w29 IAA
agigar & 1 afes ag agy adr
fagraar § f& el fawa 51 gq%
faw gqeega feaqr smr =ifzr w@ic
wiearfga faar srnr =ifg?d, agi sfw
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wex wrarwn wr g8 fagrfer w1 g
e fgar wa A1 ogas quEEd
F14 # A wvq qafeaw % fao
2feq fear samr wiz z& @rew, &
graar g, ag fawifon gdar sravaqy
3 oAt gy efw ad faar s
arfg® 1§ gedls svar ot s 9@
At 7o waas 9T Avdt g9 wfafwand
FAR1 AAI0IAT )

dq, fegw % adf & sfw qex
wia ag fagifa s<ar war § fF
Fgat e gerar W, afeT g am
st d1 gex wfegal &1 arewi g
@ ¢ zaw afg a9 g Ay Gear
war wiw war a4r & fF mrsr AJ oy
eq g A AAed wen A g A #
QOHIT H g AT AT AT | 4T
AT H1 W A W SEsd g f§
za fawifer &7 wiowr §i@ & 3w 9T
§ gdt gwafedi & oF 4gd 49l
a4 sy g€ 8 fv ag fauw ar ag
fawifza Faa 1§ fA-9a a3 fai
®1 gqifad 4§l F@ g @
framt #1 gaifag &3l g, @F 5T %
gz fFara 0% FIw agd A% ¥
4 waw gie fvam afes & awwar §,
sfg qr marfea 1§ & &, 59
gfazt wage, s ot aifeafes
THF FIQY 92 AW HIT THH FW
F o1 g F, §0 GIFLT AT 59 41T
1 A[Eard 2 7§ 1@ a9 &1 QIS
W & fag qar adl g s
qT A F9 %9 & fwy 7g fawmifa
F1 % g1 ag @dqr wvea g (®
framal &1 @rasrd A EE F a1”
T SuWEar &1 sma 7 o
g 7 g, W g§ avdd 4
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1T & sAar argar fw o7 77 |
ward gt awargar @ fr ogard g
I fqEm 07 25 g =T WX 47
s, 7 fqa® Frow s g T
TN 98, a1 41 98 «@E A4 2 F

C HIIT &7 FTA F FIWW ATHT 99

FUF To W1 AR ZATE F I 9% 4,
arrgdizaa =i q, fafqn =, Ig
gUF A9T F1 wrodr 7 WY w@q
Afggwae aiza wfqwa & #3r 8 fs
120 ®317 577 % Yeq F7 41% AT
F 4% WAT AT IH FIWT g7 1
TIHAITHE S5 ®H AT 9130 1 3w
A a 120 %7 w17 § 7 99 FUF
®XIT AT AAM ST A &F v F
# gfy wefl ot & 77 A Fgar wgar
g B o gz afr adl & fr 917 gl
faarsta & wigad § WA IAET
&% Wit fFara &0 gm@r 2 93 82 we
aff faaear 9 1 w@Er § 4k
wfgsass srzq sfqad § &= faaar
grar g, @ora feadr gidr & feary <,
TAFI RNl IEA AE ATEr § )
afsq 7z war mar & & oww oo
THAIGIZ I8 § IAR) A K A
fparT &t @ gl %41 &1 T9 g49
# & grere @ sfafwan soaar aga
v famse @ s d@ w99
qR1 HET ATEA FowAa 91, 9w
ag @31 447 2 fF 39 aur w9 fF 3g7

L gr 1§ wigT Ag 91, I9 g9y Fat

97 @1 FgweAr sfwwAr 7, 349
way fesdz Far a1 wigsaar qrg
sfwa &1 f5 FgdAT gew, WiEaHE
qrzd &1 76 To § AgrFT 80 ®e 76
G g fageza 77 fzar sta | & wedar
g fr wedia ol 7g femasaa far ag
qiT |IF A9 AT (6AT AT | W
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[ s wrsat]
gEi 50 gL &1 fwuea fFav ar
IEA AT @I § owAg FF
far g1y A1 #  ag straAr Sgar 3
f& a7 ag @ ad & av a8 7

# guwar # f& @wa @w
Sigdt dqrd A1 I WA FIFTHE
afguaT 4t gl qa™ &0 aEd 59
a9g Fez & wAT 91, 980 9T gHIEE
= qr, @1 3gia o1 ag fwread e
76 wo o1 WUITHZ ¥IgA 2 &R
TquIFaT § AT IaF #9419 9T 80 ®o
76 ga1 gfq Barza gar Tifgd

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V. B, Prices Commission.
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¥ Sw giEd & GmEAr w19 & feg
1€ MaAr g § ?
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SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :

Every year the decisions are taken by the
Government after taking into consideration the
recommendations made by the Agricultural Prices
Commission and after they are discussed by the
Chief Ministers at a conference and after the
views  of the honourable Members from this
House and the Lok Sabha have also been
ascertained. Then the Government takes a decision
and the same procedure will be followed so far as
this year is concerned. And we shall take a
decision after the views have been ascertained at
various levels. Now, it is true that there has been
a demonstration not only at one place, but in a
number of places in Punjab, against the reduction
in prices recommended by the Agricultural
There has been some

RAJU) : I think it will be sufficient. You demonstration in Haryana also, at Sonepat. There

have put many questions.

SHRI LAL K. ADVANI : I am «ot
making a speech. Iam just finishing.

f&  muz AT
@ famfear & w1 sl
d oiv 2@ w7 ® fag gwre &1 faoe
g, &1 fwain €7 wiaam’ g 39 wEar
st ema ¥ @ st zA fawifor &1
wow &l ! owae g fesrfia et
& Ardl & Al HEIT & &WA ol
g s 2 5a% afvanw emeq
1w feawm & 9@ 97 zgEn
wir A 92 Wir gy fEEy S ogad
FITUN F W7 AZT FAT AT § AT N
qvq & v fam weeea feamEl
& T qv gy fawrfam &1 afsa war
W1 @I & Al wvere g4 fawrf
I eAwIT AF wEAl 8 oAl fw iy
g1 71 &, &Y 39 graged W FuniFqrHi
& FaTATe A 9% saifs ag %1 Fow
aTaTT W &g AN, gu i 8 awre

q qIFAT AFA0
i<

are press reports of such demonstrations in other
places also.
concerned, that has to take into account the various
factors and all those factors are kept in mind. The
other day we had the benefit of the advice and

It is a fact. So far as the price is

opinions given by the
Consultative Committee. I hope advice and
opinions will also be given by  the Chief
Ministers at their Conference which is going to

members of the

be held on the 13th of this month.  After thata
decision will be taken.
=T AT WA EEIC Ol

fasafaenag & fgmia & 82 =an
SEqIET Hoq wrar g |

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : It is
true that certain attempt has been made by the
agricultural universities and also by the
Economic and Statistical Department of the
Punjab Government to assess the cost of
production at a little over Rs. 80 per quintal.
These facts were before the Agricultural Prices
Commission and they
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have taken that into consideration for
fixing the price.

it s e e (39T g3 ) ¢
wrenav, w1 Ffy gew Araiw aaar g
Fq¥r z7 ae oar fawifer gy §
forr a7 e Ber & el &1 g
gAY & W7 W F WIEIT IH SIHT
gl wwdt @ At Fur gw 9y 99w fw
Sl udlFERTE grzA SHiEA 4s0Ar
wrar & ag oy famelr ST &1 darar
SET g A I AW F fRAwl & Fad
guedl 481 @A W1 7 IAH] IW A
& SRy g1t 2 o sfe gemaa
glaT @ SAN F4r Iy gar § Wi o
wed g1t wifge 1 #fa geg o &
@ AT gare § faas 307 39h
wen faaifa fear & (1) wiva qwwz
grar faaifea 9 & qawm adzd
CILSREE I 2 B e LA D
grqfa &1 whwr &7 3, (2) agwE
CREEUCICER CER D B e EI el 3
O 132 7% §IC &1 azraar
qit qar (3) ¥F 1 FET Yo W@
9 FY WG FH @ 5 | "IadT WA
CUEE G CEICDRERE D) - i Ea i
fodl 1 T@UT w5 § I a1 &
geq wrsr aF ga aw ¥ fAaifea fear
war & fomr wwiz @ wla geg waw
feardl 1 W= 1z #T fAaifa #1
wr 2 ? & gwwar § fw ag feamat £
gudl waf adi § 1 %ar £1% 1 93w
T ATHIT gA & ¥ Uy § fawa @
At Ffe qe wiEw & @ Hed 4
audT foar g1 g# 93w @Iwe &
aw & st gfadza faar & sa¥ a
a & @@ wan @ 5 g & o @dard
e @ T g IH WA & A
2 vy wfa frarew &1 gfg ¢ & simr
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arfs oF art § e §  gadr wfes
a2 oa wr a% fr gma aded gt
g9 93 o7 fFEET F1 gar 9T 9% |
§uw eqediiwm AT wgr fw e
gewiT &1 ag qifg @ W@ g fF Ay
21 1 adard w1 geq w9 frar
st oH HIt €T oot fadr @

gradual lowering

of procurement prices and phased pro-
gramme of raising the issue prices 7

g0 4% F1 @07 fa=wre § ar gw gawd
z fo ag 1 feadl & aag Wit
HEATATT F | FAT GIHRIC TH AT HT
wrwaEd 20 & gea fagifea 5@
aud AU FEARA A4 F AT
AT WIT ZA T qrANT F1 gATsT fwar
sra, san  feaAl & afafafy &,
arglr # gfwar oa fAaifea g fs
fearl & afafafaal 3 oig g7 s
a4 a7 9YRIT &l etz F ? wa< Oo|r
TXAT {¥T A Gl Al FAT G
CICIUIEA ST A e (I T £
w|q g9% &1, W ACEIU w1, WA
garzaTe afafaar 1 wr & 3 gaq
faafla s &1 gar Fai ?

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
So far as the motive attributed to the
Agricultural Prices Commission is concern-
ed, I do not agree with the hon. Member.
They have taken into consideration the
various factors and various materials placed
before them and they have come to a certain
decision after that. They have given reasons
for their decision. But it is not a fact to say
that the Government will accept all the
reasons which they have given. Government
will take into consideration all these facts.
What they have decided is their own
independent decision.

Now, Sir, so far as the prices are
concerned, we shall consider what has been
the effect on prices, you see, during the
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st st e aea (faEre) ¢

last two or three years. But, one thing I | QU Foarg A § 9@\ 74 )

would like to state before this House. So far
as the enunciation of our policy is
concerned, we will take into consideration
the fact that the price fiixed is such that it is
remunerative to the producer, that it is
reasonable so far as the consumer is con-
cerned and that it will not stop the increase
in the production of wheat.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V. B.
RAJU): Yes, Mr. Jain.

S AW AT\ AT . UF AT G
WA WA FT AT FLATEA oA 2, W
TqEF F IAR! AT FA AT AT A A
Wed a9 FIT 797 7

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
That will be taken into consideration.

it go dto WA (ITT 93W) : ggar
ggia A # Wi 4g qaar qgar
g% ome & e wimw & Wt
aav § IAR #AT graar g7 A%
Far A 91 WA g T faa% unarg
9% 47 TWh I9gE @R AT fF A

g qrgaa &1 fqesg #1 AF
(Interruption)

gat g v gadwd fedm & ar
agr | (Interruption) gz 3 oy femarAl
a w1§ wafae 33 § arad?

CERECERE G s b ct e ALl
qger dT gATE AFTALE  HIT0T S 2ar§
A 10 qedz F7 GTATIAT T 299 7T
fzar ar  qre are x5 ar fgar T
92T & 9%, w@ AT a fgar wgy
99 F FIC WX A A FEATTAN
ITF FAT uFATES LA 10 9
15 qudiz & 4 74T |

St go qlo WA : WIT g faw sz
A% TAF TAPEH &1 419 3 4g A1 47
it @ seTa & A ¥ & A
frd =rfgo | @t 9% foo qar qar
gaeq gl fad Al 97 gAgze w1
Frwd @t & A & am ol fog ad
wifgn, gawr a9g qar 2 7 W AGE
qrgd @912 & wiga 2 e fearat st
HIT WA G 41 WIT FT SIS
qilZ & wWiaa wa«w qz & fe argda
Faa femiz 9T aarf § s fow
1 stra, &l fE e aea it §
di ard 9z #= gardt =9 fang #, 98
ara agl wga gar § |

aifadt qare 7 48 § & qre ara
7T A1 41 43 76 w90 i faaeae d
e ag 1969 ¥ mfwas g gd
q1 | =T S w9 w5 OgET 3 9T 39
¥ drga aaedt wm, /] 1969 #
MIHA § FTC 9IT AT ® Y0 &7
HEATHA (HAT A7 qY 4 91%0 67 wqQ
azdr 1 @z war fwfaedr «
oRLArES 2, A% 48« 4w 76 wo
fraza 9T ¥ aT @1 1969
Frwd & 9aw feaa & 399t 67 wiu
faatir, AU+t 9 w90 &1 4z H9 g 0q,
ffe o1 ggza 9T =iaA am aer faar
qg wAT | Al Far WY ¥ AW
fara 1 famga s & wreAT "1gd
g og & Wy ¥ AT Agar F 1

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
Sir, it is true that there is no agriculturist so
far as the membership of the Commission is
concerned. But, Sir, the Agricultural Prices

Commission takes into consideration the
views of the agriculturists.
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Thereis a panel of farmers who are
consulted and 1 think. . .

{Interruptions)

o WEEEl gArE @Ed ¢ IR
qal & f& Jrad #la-519 § ate sasy
Faretfwaaea qar § 7

ot 5aT9 |19 atEg - qvag qrfear-
HZ & &AI FHITT 5 Teaqrge f@gr ?

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
They are being consulted before they come
to final decisions and make their recommen-
dations and it is also not a fact that they do
not take into consideration all the other facts.
In fact, the fact was placed before them that
as compared to the last year's prices the cost
of production has increased by about Rs. 4
per quintal on account of increase in the
prices of lubiicants, machinery and also
increase in wages, etc. I mean this fact was
taken into consideration. But, we are of the
opinion that there was sfficient scope even
then to give remunerative prices lower than
what was fixed for the last year.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V. B.
RAJU): Yes, Mr. Misra.

st do qte &7 ;. wifadl fzed &
ward famga 7Y faar 1+ g0 379 wov
F AW % @y gu 69 F fgma @
67 w0 g AT E

This ii your exercise, not mine.

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED . I
have already said that the opinion of the
Prices Commission is that even after taking
into consideration all these facts the prices
given or recommended by them will be
remunerative to the cultivator.

SHRI A. P. JAIN : I am asking whether
on the basis of 1969 prices, these are
remunerative. He can either accept it or deny
it.

[10 APRIL 1972]

to a matter of urgent 102
public importance

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED:
No assessment has been made. . .

(Interruption)

SHRI A. P. JAIN : It is a blunder. . .
(Inter/uptions)

st g@e ¥o faw (IwT 93w) :
A, WA AAHE ST AlgE 7 A
gara {40 341 &1 g@¥ v § A
we=r s A R 1969 S0 ¥ w1 yrEe
1 HIT AT 1 G0ZH 2 A1 47 A7 A
adt 2 f& 513 67 =i %1 FaT w9
2 1 FET 47 A 1T A qrEAA A IH
FAr@T H & 86 TIT AT FMIT |
FI Az a3 2 ar a@ 1 1969 =y
36, 99 90T 67 gar 2 a1 " &
yrga® 4 86 Z1Ar wfzw ar 7df Wiz
®¥91 WA WEHl S 47 ogiEea e
TIEAT THGT A FAT gOT # AE ¥
Tgr @=ar | oF a1 & fangw ardz
o0 474 1 FTAT £, A1 WIATA IA0E
st § WT FvrAc g af 3 =
gad A WX 39 #aq 7 5 wireeata
greds FWwd faaga dEr @ s a
vMFAT & AT W AT T oflae
qigdsr & A1 ¥ &9, 39 1§ OTFY
A8Y 2, 79 vAtfoda 45 $T Ivamar
& A 9% w7 fzan, o1 @a® awr
g g, 31 75 Q@ AW FT G0
8, 31 wrzar 1w famafag @,
Fa1 afwr &1 wf §, gi% Fawn Wiy 5
FTSIT HY EI AV AT AT A1 H
Fiwa @gar o1 W E | oudl wiAn
Sq WEd 4 34 oqrgz Az fwar, &
gaE WAET ATEAT AVEAT E, AAT A2
ama @& 78 § & =fdaa Tea |aig
gY AT W § FW A A9 a9 § AT
Gfzaresd F1 & ®&l # faadr grg

73
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[#fr q@o Fro fam]

gredsr § Fadr gfaar ¥ w4 48, 7
afar & 2, 749 # 2, 7 wafewm
FOTH F 1 AT TAEH A I
T aTg ¥ 4zdt g ar FY9 A uiwsr
3, fea afga qv odleata qredq
FHIWA 7 ORI FTIFGITHE G184 AT
Mz guazlzg grgw $7 T ANF
Igmar ) o TguAtfea grem @gq &
q1 WAF AT SAAT 2 | HATH T § |
gz faffaw gmga 3, oA argw 2,
gAgguatiza srzm &1 Fav 37 U
g #7 f/ aqlat 71 wza € soh
a1 IHITH F WEA A FT ARG AL
uYe #5iw areg, wafafz ared, aqf
fearal & afa ga7 ssmg 1 & 47
arfas AT F1gar §, wiw ag ArgEAa
FAA TAR FT AT &, AT WIT G
d, g9 97 W H w4 (wge, gAiz
fwar, asag fsa@m ag 1 8, 97 gré-
gfesr Jurgdi s e g g & a1
%919 §g 798 & far Az ama &
fag asar &, #1§ grer feam 0w org
&1 8, ag Wl FZ IAR! T97 FT FqL
A9T Frgar § WX HI &W G
qIgar g1 &1 AT wewgET H q
gy a7 Fegral 7 ansar g, 713
anm M F feaal o awen 2, ag
Fas qarg & Frart 51 aaeqr 7 )
92 X FT §, WATUCZ &Y §, AT AAEAT
g, @ AT TH 9T ATWIT FATANT B
Wiz @1 f goawa 21 owan, |rc qd
g fr @

gaaAreas (= dro dto Wy ) ¢
oI qqre Fifad

ot owe o fam : & gy =y
WoE R oAy aff g @ g
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017 29 43 7 A @19 fF 90T A9Er
agua WA g owar g oA el @
q3zfas &7 T a1 wma gaw o @
wefoa mia & oam wgd @l §
787 97 WY faare &7 M AT | gH
ag aard % gawl @@ wrq et
q1%4 &g 8, a9 (afamw grgw ag
afer gmaifza sz 79 s37 § )
g AT FT AW AT 3, AR TAQEH T
ar qar gAt 3 a1 W% & 9iFg grgde
Flea & &, faa g waw fear
2 Wit guAT ardz §T @ &, wEA
8 gegia wa feur g, 9z feara 7 &
feadt fszw & ww ufage &, gaw
gifsro, F1F s srara 7 difqy, war
s w A1 g 8, wrgher fawdr @
@l & Az gy | v feafs woww
sifafws argr FgwaF wo dfaq,
faaa & gas1 wlT 3o +1 wang
gri

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : So
far as the question raised by the hon.
Member is concerned, I have already given
the reply that this is the opinion of the
Commission. They have taken into
consideration the various factors which have
been mentioned by the hon. Member and
after taking those factors into consideration
they still think that the prices which they
have suggested would be remunerative
enough to the cultivator. That is the view
expressed by the Agricultural Prices
Commission. But the Government have not
yet come to any decision whether rhe
recommendation 1is acceptable or not
acceptable. That decision will be takeu by the
Government later on.

Now, it is true that
increased. . .

prices have

(Interruptions)
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«ft FTTEAl QAT A17F : afeT &9
gimr w3 framr &1 9@y @ @
AT |

SHRI MAN SINGH VARMA (Uttar
Pradesh) Are you satisfied with the
recommendation ?

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
The Government have already issued
instructions that so far as the present
purchase price is concerned, it should be at
the existing level. I think in some places the
purchases are being made. With regard to the
future prices, that will be decided soon after
the Chief Ministers' Conference.

SHRI A.G. KULKARNI (Maharashtra):
May 1 know whether the Government in
the Ministry of Agriculture has gota cell to
assess the cost of production of the various
agricultural products f1Iwanta very
specific reply to this. Alsol would like
to know whether any attempt has been
made to work out the cost of production of
wheat and, if so, whether that cost of
production is above or below the cost of
production worked out by the Agriculture
Price Commission. Have they got any cell to
determine the cost of production ? 1 want a
very specific reply in this matter.

Secondly, I want to know whether the
Government is having the buffer stock
organisation to help the farmer or the
consumer because out of the subsidy of Rs.
120 crores about Rs. 57 crores is goins for
interest, and that means it has got nothing to
do with the price given to the wheat growers.
I want to know whether this is a fact or not.

The next point is, as has been rightly
pointed out the value of the rupee in 1967
when these prices were fixed was higher
than it today is and you are allowing the rise
in the cost of production in the industry. You
have got a Cost Accounts Bureau and you
have the
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Tariff Commission also. Everywhero
industrial products have risen by 15 to 50
per cent and the Government has been in
favour of rise in price but when the question
of farmers comes, the Government is always
led by bodies like the Agriculture Price
Commission which has no experts at all.

The last point I want to know is whether,
as a long-term perspective, the Government
will evolve a new policy of popularising
heat consumption because the production of
wheat has increased by 10 per cent and
consumption is lagging by 3.5 per cent.
Unless this is done the problem with not be
solved,

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI
AHMED : It is true that at present there is
no organisation which exists so far as the
assessment of cost of production is
concerned. But we have set up in our
Ministry a cell for the purpose of finding out
the data and I think in above two years time
it will be possible for us to say definitely
what the cost of production is.

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: T want to
know whether assessment for the present
wheat prices has been made by your cell.

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
Not by our cell. But we have set up a cell.

So far as the present prices are concer-
ned, we take into consideration the facts
ascertained by the agricultural universities
and by the Statisal Departments of the
various State Governments. We take those
facts into consideration and I think the
Agriculture Price Commission has already
taken that fact into consideration.

So far as the difference in the price is
concerned, I think it is not Rs. 120 crores.
The subsidy will about Rs. 132 crores or Rs.
133 crores out of which Rs. 52
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[Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed] crores or
Rs. 53 crores will be in respect of interest
and other charges for buffer stocks.
That is a fact.

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI : What has the
farmer to do with it ?

THE VICE CHAIRMAN (SHRI V. B.
RAJU) : It is all right. Shri Sanyal.

SHRI SASANKASEKHAR SANYAL
(West  Bengal): Of late, large number of
educated unemployed  people have
become agriculture-minded. The doors of
traditional employment are now closed to
them and they have made a little
investment in buying small farms and
costly manure and bringing them under
cultivation in the expectation that they
will geta good return. Now, at the
very outset to bring down the prices of
wheatisto puta chilling effect upon their
ardent enthusiasm, Therefore, may I ask
the hon. Minister if it is  possible for the
Government, as a common ground, free
from all controversy, free from all
statistical problems, to give some subsidy to
the producer so that he can  get a
remunerative  price ? The subsidy  may
vary from State to State, from district to
district, from place to place. There should
be some sort of subsidy to the producer so
that he will get a remunerative price if you
keep up the pricelevel and if that
hits the consumer, you can also introduce
another kind of subsidy, namely, at the
consumer's point. If you introduce these
two point of subsidy, then there will
be balanced economy between
production  and consumption and  also
maintenance of a fair price. One would
be remunerative for the grower and the
other would be accommodating .Tor the

consumer. If there is a surplus after that,
you can keep it for next year which may
be alean year also or you should try

to explore avenues for exporting such wheat
to other countries which need it. Isit
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possible for the Government to sit down

and work out this formula ?

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
The same question is being repeated from
time to time. I have already said that all
these are taken into consideration by the
Commission and their recommendation is
before us and we shall examine it before we
take our decision regarding this matter.

SHRI D. D. PURI (Haryana): Do
Government still remember that not very
many year ago this country was living from
ship to mouth ? Are they completely
oblivious to the fact that again not very long
ago grain trains had to be diverted while on
the rails because the grain stocks in some
cities had gone down below dangerous
levels. Do Government consider the timing
of the recent announcement of price as fair?
The grower has grown the wheat and the
wheat is to come to the market and all of a
sudden the price being reduced. Do the
Government consider that fair ? Can the
Government mention any commodity,
agriculiural or non-agricultural, the price of
which is below what it was last year ?
Arising out of this is a very iniersting
exercise that has been posed by Mr. Jain.
Will the Government apply their mind :

(i) To the depleted purchasing power of
the rupees.

(ii) And take into account the increased
cost for the inputs and then work out what
inreal terms is the amount by which the price
is being reduced ?

Lastly having regard to the turmoil that
these recommendations have caused all over
the ountry and having regard also to the
unanimity of vews expressed in the
consultative committee, will the Government
declare that this recommendation of the
commission is not worthy of their
consideration 7
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SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED:
These are suggestions which will be
taken into consideration.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA (West Bengal)
: There are demonstrations in Punjab—it is
reported in the press to-day— against the
recommendations of the Agricultural Prices
Commission. I would like to know whether
the attention of the Government has been
drawn to the statement issued by the CPI in
Punjab in which it is pointed out how the
pesasant is going to be adversely affected if
the recommendations were to be accepted
and the prices lowered ? Now the
Government says they have not accepted this
recommendation. It is good. How are they
going to settle this matter. The Minister said
that when the Chief Ministers come he would
discuss with them at the Chief Minister
Conference. Surely the CMS are not experts
necessarily. Some of them may know a little
more than others but surely they could not
be taken as experts.

ot AEFEl 9HIE qEF © HqT Al
AT q¥ d1w fafaezs aqq §

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : They should
be consulted, I am not opposed to such
consultation but what about consulting the
representatives of the toiling peasantry—the
working peasantry? They should be
consulted. There are certain organisations of
the peasantry and their representatives could
be called and their opinions sought over this
matter because it is very important. First of
all, only the other day we discussed in this
House the sufferings of the cotton growers
and now the wheat growers are in danger of
suffering. In view of this I would like to
know what mechanism Government is going
to set up for consultation before a final deci-
sion by the Government is taken on this
matter. Do I have an assurance that the
representatives of the peasants' organisa-
tions, agricultural labourers' organisations
and others will be consulted before the
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decision is taken and also, if possible, the

parties here should also be consulted.

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED :
The matter has already been considered by
the Consultative Committee. There is the
Farmers' Forum in Parliament and they have
also expressed their views. We shall also
know the views of the Chief Ministers and
their reaction as far as the recommendations
of the Agricultural Prices Commission are
concerned. After taking all these facts into
consideration Government will take a
decision.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : What is the
harm in consulting the representatives of the
peasants' organisations in the country? We
know the Consultative Com» mittee is there.
We ourselves are here and we express our
opinions here. But you are not taking the
decision here straightway; you must be
consulting people who are in close touch
with the peasants; I would not bother to
which party they belonged or they do not
belong.

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED :
Their views have been expressed both in the
press and outside and that will also b« taken
into consideration.

SHRI MAHAVIR TYAGI (Uttar
Pradesh) : I am giad that the Minister is not
yet committed to accept the recommen-
dations of the Commission and he was good
enough to say that a final decision will be
taken after giving due regard to the views
expressed here in this House and in the other
House as well. The Consultative Committee
has already met and they have expressed
their views. But one thing I just want to
emphasize here. There is no doubt that the
Government has a majority and the people's
mandate is with them. But it is not as if you
can do anything you like. It should not be
taken for granted that whatever the
Government does they do as representatives
of the people. Actually speaking in a
parliamentary system whatever is the
majority of the Government pany, they
represent the governors
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[Shri Mahavir Tyagi] and the opposition,
whether it is big or small, represents the
governed.  We members of the Opposition
are the real representatives of the people as
far as the relationship  between the
governed and the governors is concerned.
Therefore whenever the interests of the
people are involved it is our responsibility to
safeguard their rights and it is in this context
I might just say with regard to this talk about
subsidy that whatever be the the subsidy it is
not a matter of charity. Subsidy is money
collected from the people and it goes to
the people themselves. It is not Govern-
ment's money. It is their own money and it
goes for an important matter. So it is not a
question of ordinary charity; it is a matter of
living for the poor people. For their day to
day living they have to have subsidy.
How could the poor people live without
subsidy?  Subsidy is no matter of generosity
on the part of the Government; subsidy is the
right of the people. As far as the prices of
wheat and other agricultural products are
concerned 1 must tell the hon. Minister
that the members of this House as well as
of the  other House are practically
unanimous that the prices should not be
reduced. I could understand if you had said
this before the election. After the elections
are over you come and say that the prices
will be reduced, but the elections will come
again. As far as we in the Opposition
are concerned, as true representatives of
the people I declare here and now that if the
prices of foodgrains are reduced in this
manner we in the Opposition will all unite
together  and consider the feasibility of
starting a mass civil disobedience campaign
to refuse to give grain and let us see what
happens. This is a challenge.

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED
So far as the first contention is concerned
that only members of the Opposition are
representatives of the people, I dispute that.
Not only the members of the Opposition but
members who support the Treasury Benches
are also true representa-
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tives of the people and they have in une-
quivocal terms expressed their views in
regard to this matter which is not different
from the views of the Opposition. All these
will be taken into consideration.

Tro ard wyiAT (fasht) @ owm,
& |41 ot 7 u& a1 4g quAr  wgar
gfmamruz ga ¢ fo wias aaam
#1 o1 [ &, o1 swArfas wq
R zq wre 527 & azer qv wEY
WY 97, FOF el W @IHIT A §Y
e §) REfA §IR W1 w@rE we
T a4 & 92 13 w97 60 9F fagza
Iz w7 15 299 g1 Jga qg  FE
& WX T I AE A ovEq e
gaf 9g 77 & ol FUT AT F @A
0ol wE fewa & amea w2
faw av 9a% gem 1, wfaargar &,
Zazemfz srar &d W gzar 2
acfogw an a oy wad & awe
& g @w a7 97 2 29 F) A
43 & 41% 98 W1 A1 sqEr 47 Ay
g al wire avaEr v g2l we @
@i az @I g Wi dar f& agam
W &gr 741 a1 [ 58 & awm agq
qAFAT 2, a1 H SAAAr Sigar wAr off
i & 39 & & 333 91 @ #H vmy
g T Gl & ag gu &« #1 eqnq
H @ {) GEW e 41 9 gdm
gidr sl wwfeg s 120 s &
w2T FT WeE 100 570 € 14y .a'r
ATHIT A UF Q@ & |ITaAT TFFaT
w1 o fawfa st faage g
wETT A8 W frar § s gg Magiciiz
NTEAS F1 W 0 GT @ F | wy
A wfafwss a8 § & gq b4y off
%gd § 6 gw ardt o W faan
FT GHAT KA oA genEr 5
T w1 120 0% S g wifge oy,
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FIGE § &7 # 340 agqa fear sng
1T 3714 0F ATg F AEC F1 F@l
2 fe wrT ag gara T i & vad
¥ F41 i=ar S aw a1 @a | &
arg Sl g 980 1@ AEa, IaE ad
g &l w1T A g ar feward
ATHTT &1 I, THT I7E1A 21 2 1 dl
FI0 59 @G &1 Ga¢ awIT F WAA
At 2 Wi ga% A A HAT W1 w
T FFAT 2 1

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
Sir, it is not correct to say that the cost of
procurement is Rs. 13 per quintal. The cost
of procurement is about Rs. 11 per quintal,
the cost of distribution is about Rs. 7 per
quintal and the cost on account of interest
and other charges for the buffer siock is
about Rs. B per quintal. All this comes to
Rs. 26 per quintal. It, is true that we have to
examine whether the cost of procurement
aud the cost of distribution can be reduced
to some extent. I am examining to what
extent it is possible, and to the extent
possible, we shall do so.

DR. BHAI MAHAVIR : Because there
seems to be some confusion, for the Minis-
ter's kind attention 1 will read this from the
Economic Survey.

"As for 1972-73, the cost of procu-
rement of wheat is likely lo remain
unchanged at Rs. 11 per quintal, but the
cost of distribution and that of carrying
over of the buffer is expected

[10 APRIL 1972]

to a matter of urgent 114

public importance
to increase marginally from Rs. 13.60 to
Rs. 15 per quintal. With the total cost
of procurement and distribution at
around Rs. 26 per quintal, and the
procurement price remaining unchan-
ged," etc.

I am referring to the cost of distribution and
that of carrying over of the buffer, and am
saying that the cost of carrying over of the
buffer is going to increase from Rs. 13.60 to
Rs. 15. So, that is increasing.

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
The hon. Member has taken the two figures
together and I have given them separately.
What has appeared in the papers is true and
we have seen in the press reports about the
discontent of the farmers; so iar as the
farmers are concerned, this has been
expressed in the newspapers. I have already
said that this problem is before us and we
shall take into consideration what are the
remunerative prices and whether the
procurement price of wheat will have to be
increased in future. After taking that factor
into consideration, Government will reach a
decision. It is also true that the producers
require incentive, and that incentive we have
to give us far as possibly we can.

DR. BHAI MAHAVIR : The costs are
inceasing. The cost of inputs is inceas-ing
and Governmenfs cost of handling is
increasing.

SHRI MAHAVIR TYAGI
Minister seems to be quite sympathetic.

The

DR. BHAI MAHAVIR : What I ask for
is that there is to be some parity between the
two, between the cost of inputs and the
return which he gets. So also Government's
cost of handling is increasing. The farmer's
cost has aiso increased. Will the Government
not take this into account ? And how do they
explain the reduction of the subsidy from Rs.
120 crores to Rs. 100crores.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V. B.
RAJU) Well, you have made your
suggestions lo the Minister.

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
No suggestion has beeen accepted. 1 do not
know wherefrom the hon. Member gels the
idea of reducing the subsidy from Rs. 120
crores to Rs. 100 crores. If the present price
is maintained, both the procurement price
and the issue price, the subsidy will be in
the neighbourhood, of Rs. 132 crores.

SHRI T. N.SINGH (Uttar Pradesh): In
the matter of prices being fixed for industrial
goods, the Tariff Commission is given
certain terms of reference and instructions
about costing return on capital, interest, etc. |
want to know, when the question of price
fixation is referred to the Agricultural Prices
Commission, whether the Government gives
instructions to the Agriculiura) Prices
Commission on the lines of the Tariff
Commission in regard to the return on the
capital invested, remuneration to labour, etc.,
so far as foodgrains are concerned. That is
point No. I. Secondly, has the Government
noted that the handling charges come to
more than thirty per cent of the price when
the foodgrain reaches the consumer ? Is this
handling charge not much more than what it
used to be when there was no rationing or
control in this country ? The regular trade
managed it much cheaper. 1 think 1 am right
and | can say with authority on the subject.
Thirdly, ever since the idea of the
Agicullural Prices Commission was mooted
in 1961 when I was a Member of the
Planning Commission, a suggestion was
made by us that there should be a principle
for return on capital in fixing prices and the
Government resisted that. Why is this being
resisted even today ? Is that principle
acceptable or not, viz., so far as the
agriculturist is concerned he should have a
return on the capital invested and the labour
employed ?

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
So far as the last question is concerned.

[RAJYA SABHA]

to a matter of urgent 116
public importance

there are no figures before the Government
on the basis of which a return on the capital
can be ascertained or assessed.

SHRI T. N. SINGH You give
instructions to the Tariff Commission.

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
As I have already pointed out, we have set
up a cell in our Ministry to collect data. I
hope that in a year or two or in three years'
time it will be possible for us to get data
when we will be able to fix these things.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V. B.
RAJU): Last question, a very short one.
Three Members have already spoken from
your side.

DR. V. B. SINGH (Uttar Pradesh):
Maybe thirty Members have spoken, but
what 1 am going to say is not repetition.
What are the criteria based on which prices
are to be determined ? I can conceive that the
political element is an element to the price
determination and that is what is happening
here. Sir, let us try to see that when the word
'farmer' is used, the farmer is not a
monolithic category. There are big farmers,
medium farmers and small farmers So far as
the gains from higher prices of agricultural
commodities are concerned, all the three do
not benefit in the same manner. The small
farmer, in some monihs of the year, has to
purchase foodgrains. Once the price of
agricultural commodities are higher, they my
enter the cost of production of industrial
goods which distort the cost structure in
general and the farmers are not to gain
ultimately when they purchase industrial
commodities. Therefore, to the extent there
are demonstrations from the farmers, I can
understand that they have a reason because
their income is being eroded due to the
recommendation of the Agricultural Prices
Commission. But there is no counler-
demonstration by the consumers to balance
the situation.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V. B.
RAJU) : Please ask for some clarification on
the point made by the Minister.
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DR. V. B. SINGH : It is not a question of
giving clarification. It is one of giving
information.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V. B.
RAJU): Not necessary.

SHRI SHYAM LAL YADAV: He
has already employed experts.

DR. V. B. SINGH : The point that I want
to stress is that the Agricultural Prices
Commission has taken into account the fact
that the prices of inputs have gone up but the
index of agricultural productivity has gone
higher. Therefore, the income to the farmer,
after taking into account the higher cost of
production, is more than in previous years.
Therefore it is a very rational proposition
that the prices of procurement should be
lower, and in this way the consumers can also
benefit and the farmers can benefit because
of higher output, and not because of higher
prices.

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
That is the argument advanced by the
Agricultural Prices Commission.

[Shri J. P. Yadav rose]

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V. B.
RAIJU) : Two members have already spoken

for your party. _
asgl, gier 4an

aara qfgm
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a1 U% 99 8% AT /AW F1 gsqsq
AE AT | T FIX U AW A1
gfqur 27 % fau gfv e faaiar
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SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : It
is not correct, Sir.
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