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the inter-state angle involved, consultation
with Orissa Government was considered
necessary before the project could be
accepted for 1mplementation.

(b) The Scheme envisages the installa-
tion of 240 MW of generating capacity
comprising three units of 80 MW each.

(¢) Yes, Sir.
{d) Yes, Sir.
(¢) The Scheme can be cleared

for implementation after the Government
of Orissa gives its concurrence.]

12.00 Noon

[THE VICE CHAIRMAN (SHR1 V.B. RAJU)
in ti e Chair]

CALLING ATTENTION TO A
MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC
IMPORTANCE

RECOMMENDATION OF AGRICULTURAL
Prices CoMMISSION FOR LOWERING THE
PROCUREMENT PRICE OF MWHEAT AND
REPORTED DEMONSTRATIONS BY FARMERS
IN PUNJAB AND OTHER PARTS OF THE
COUNTRY AGAINST THE RECOMMENDATION

st @ meatwy (faeet) ¢ sfag,
§ sqa! wsw § Ag F IgAT oA FH
¥ & fau gfw geg wiam 1 faer-
frr Wik =wrgiw &1 3@ fawifew &
ufg faviy ez w7 & fag qarg qur
23 ¥ weg wrl B FAFHT g AT F
AT F1 W FE GA & =AH
femiar g1

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
(SHR! FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED):
Sir, the Agriculiural Prices Commusston in
their Report on ‘price policy for rabi
foodgraings for 19273 season’ have
recommended that *the procurement prices
of wheat be fixed uniformally for all the

States at Rs. 66 per quintal for the
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indigenous Red, and Rs. 72 per quintal for
the indigenous Common white and
different Mexjcan varieties.” During the
last year the procurement prices of Red
(indigenous) were fixed between Rs. 71 and
Rs. 74 per quinta] and the price of all
other varieties at Rs, 76 per quintal.

Government have seen press Reports
regarding demonstrations by the farmers 1n
protest against the recommendation of the
Commission. Government have also seen
reports mm press regarding various views
expressed in favour and agamnst the views
of the Commission. The recommendation
of the Commission is under consideration
of the Government and a final decision will
be taken only after considering the views of
the Hon. Members and the Chief
Ministers of States who are meeting in a
Conference on the 13th and 14th of
April,

The Honourable House will appreciate
that the policy of price support has been
adopted by Government, to ensure that
the producer gets a remunerative price, the
consumer gets foodgrains at a reasonable
prices and the present trend of production
is sustained. Government have especially
created the Food Corporation of Indiaa
public sector agency to undertake massive
marketing operation, to achieve these
objectives of the price policy. In deciding
the procurement price of wheat for the
coming marketing season Government will
keep in view the objectives of the price
policy, and that the interest of the producer
and the consumer are fully protected.

St e sz (faee) o osfaAq,
fegrgeara & frgra aweas 7 agr &
q & fa& 3 wenfadwar & AL
7@y ¥ fog o wagT w3w IETA N
agiEar & g afFw 7g agA R
fagraar & f& wigr ferarT &1 Ia%
fae quega foar s =rfgy wic
wiearfga frar srr =fgd, a8t v
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geq wra w1 ga fagrfer &) gax
wET fwar 7ar &Y IR gwEET
FW N IAC w1y qfeww & fag
Zfeq frar srgwr oz g9 @, &
wraar g, ag fawifn adar sraraqy
g oAk 9¥ e agy fear s
arfgy 1 ¥ gl FEAar or 5 @
Atz a7 9T goqr 59 Sfafmag
gATT AT

g, fegw w% ast ¥ e gea
st a3 fawrfea s<ar sar g fa
agel ged  gIr S1g, AfFA g A
st Wt gew afexqy &1 s gt
W@ 2 zay afd a5 zgwt faqy fFar
war wT w@r Ay g fw oArs WS
I g A AEd gew Ag g @
AT ¥ FF TIJ SFAT FAZAT 1 F4T
EFI F T @ F SEAF
gu fawifew 7 Sqqr gl & 3w 9%
& gq gEaifegl § oF G9gq 99
394t &1 g€} fw ug fagy ar ag
fawifea daa 1§ fov-g7 a8 frardi
1 guifga @ FE oy avq@
feqrat &1 gacfag $3dT §, @F FI &
g2 feara @F FIIW aga AT E
T Faa e FAT afes ¥ quwar g,
iy qv muifg &1 @ & g, o
gfagy magy, sT®1 W arfesfas
TEH FIW 9 FICAT {IT ZHF FIRA
F Wl qraA §, 390 QIFIR A ZF A1T
FrSraF 2 7 # 1@ aud & ST
FW & fag dae ady § fF graear
gz I & W & fau ag fawifa
# 7% ) 3§ gagr wvva § fw
frardl & @aE ger 37 F AR
it ggWiagr B &wg ¥ H1E
Qa7 g, W g gwad §H
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T & sdar agnt i 97 39 Qe
@ gAY geargar § 5 ogArd A
#t qerw Q9 25 F1@ =7 WY 98
1T, W forad S13q@ g Ara1q A7
FCIT 98, 1 47 98 QAT AN B 5
AT 7% FIA F  HIW JATAT 99
#UT To Y gAFT gAE F AW 98 T,
e i, fafaw =rsia, sg#)
g g9q g Srow ! WK 9«
afisaat arzq wfwaT ¥ sar 2 f
120 T3 §1F & gau FT a1 FTHIX
F dF MIAM A gq FIW g7 F)
NETITHE A159 F7 FIAT 103T | 3/
AW 120 50T T T F 99 43I
AT I ATAM A GAME & AqAG
& gfg wet Y ¥ 77 W FgAr Trgar
g 5 aar ag af adi & fo dwa Bl
fagEa & wisaT F FIA IAET
wd St fHarT &0 war & 93 82 geo
gft frarewr A &1 zar § A
wfasaar wizg sfagT § @ fegar
qar g, A fradt it § frara 7,
ZUFT WIS IEF AE ATAT §
afsq ag #gr war § F owiw oS
MNANIHE JI3H § IGF &7 A F
FRETT ) AT 1 qFHAT &1 ITq gag
¥ # gvere & sfalwar qraar g
ot fadwsy @ Fww W fF aF
qara FAT AAT F HGAT A1, F4T
gg 937 A& € OF 39 gax 99 % agr
q¢ F1§ wrad Ag a1, 99 Uy Fgt
g7 W1 ¥WAIHT FHfAmaT F, A
g fendz fwar g gfsaac ggg
FfAga ) fF agdl gea, NEaHe
91Zg &1 76 o A ag1HT 80 %o 76
47 q feaeea & fear sira 1 § weaar
& 5 gedin ot ag fewdzaq fFar ag
L G agw Adr faar giar ) AT
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[+ @ wreargt]
IR 7@ wFR #1 Fuwa fFar qt
SR FAT WX § A FT@
far @r 1 @Y & 3g SrAAT Srear §
fe #ar ag arT agy § av /& 7

§ guwar § & g3w @ 0
sady dare @) 99 AT RFAAT
HfggaT N AT dor@ FT AT 99
aqq Feg & wAlq o9, I§7 9T g
& g7, @ 3g o ag fewtda &
76 %o St WIWIXAT 9159 ¢ 4T
gAuSNFAT § AT IFF A7 9T §0 ®o
76 Gar gfq faases giar Tfgd |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V. B.
RAJU) : I thmk 1t will be sufficient.
You have put many questions,

SHRI LAL K. ADVANI: 1[I am mot
making a speech. I am just finishing

§ s = g & o#ax q@E)
g 3@ fawrfear 1 &tsry wwdy
R ot dg wx d fag wee & faQw
g, 1 fraat &1 wraare §, 39 waAn
Y e ¥ @ w7 34 fawifeq &t
A F3M ? a7 g fawrfa @
& qE & q FIEIT F GIHA V&V
Fad Nam 2 5% ofvam e
st @i frarm g S 9T 3g@Er
WA 9% " guy fFE S gad
FITW TG WIT 98T FIAT q2dAT § a¥
qraeq fEa § A faq qeesa faEy
& 77 9T 5q fawrfanr =1 Ifag wEar
AT W g afg g e ga fawrfor
w1 EIFIT AL FXA & SF fF oA
& <& 8, @Y sT wrarw ¥ IuwadEr
F FATAT A 98 FAIfF g 7 Fag
qATATT A ag AT, 580 fer § GIFI
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3 Ig g w1 GEAr w3 F fog
1% QAT g § ?

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED:
Every year the decisions are taken by the
Government after taking into consideration
the recommendations made by the Agri-
cultural Prices Commission and after they
are discussed by the Chief Ministers at a
conference and after the views of the
honourable Members from this House and
the Lok Sabha have also been ascertained.
Then the Government takes a decision and
the same procedure will be followed so far
as this year is concerned. And we shall
take a decision after the views have been
ascertained at various levels. Now, 1t 1s
true that there has been a demonstration
not only at one place, but in a number of
places in Punjab, against the reduction in
prices recommended by the Agricultural
Prices Commission. There has been some
demonstration in Haryana also, at Sonepat.
There are press reports of such demonstra-
tions 1n other places also. It 1s a fact.
So far as the price 1s concerned, that has
to take mto account the various factors
and all those factors are kept in mind. The
other day we had the benefit of the advice
and opimnions given by the members of the
Consultative Commuttee. 1 hope advice
and opinions will also be given by the
Chief Ministers at ther Conference which
1s going to be held on the 13th of this
month.  After that a decision will be
taken.

Y AW WrEEIT TqTT Ffg
fazafagma & fegga & 82 =qu
SRATIT Hod Hrar g |

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
It 1s true that certain attempt has been made
by the agricultural universities and also
by the Economic and Statistical Depart-
ment of the Punjab Government to assess
the cost of production at a little over Rs, 80
per quintal These facts were before the
Agricultural Prices Commission and they
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have taken that
fixing the price.

into consideration for

st sqTH A qEd (9T g3 ) ¢
qregax, s fg gex mralT &qar g
Sadl g7 @i |t fawrfg wdy §
foa qr gt 2w & fagiAl &7 wafa
gy § AT wew F GIFIIY AL
agl ®edl . a1 F4r gw a3 s fF
S wAFEIAIT qr3@ FWIgd  da4r
sTar @ ag o fasey SY Fv dorar
HaT & ST W AW & fraEr ¥ #73
EUTE] AE) 1B WYL 9 IAF 3§ €19
&1 AR Y § 5 9 sfw gearad
ar g IFH AT T AT § AT F}AT
T gt =ifge ' iy gew wmanT
g i gare § 9% 9T I
gea faaifed fear § (1) wiwg awx
grar fauifed ¥ & agmm @ded
1 fadl gem ax AF & w0 9ER
wrgfa &1 w¥ar W g, (2) qEwE
g 1A @A § F7ET gIEIT F)
FOa 132 FU< 79T FY Fzraar 9T
g3 g4t (3) W FT AR geq 1
ay &1 AYT FF W g | qAdg q
Y FuT AN fF FUr @ SER Y
fodl W S G ¥ IeqEA ARG FT
7eq w19 aF 39 am # fAsaifea fear
agr & e gwr ¥ gfy gea waw
fraral #r war Fr2 F fAgifa &1
W g ? F guwar § 5 ag feaat
gueal Fag A g F@r A1 W 9w
Y GYFTT 3@ ¥ oEr g foqad &0
W Ffe g wAT F @ qoa &1
graT frgy g1 gH 93w I &
ave § ot wfadza faar § sa¥ as
AR & wgr man & f5 A &1 S o
e @ WA Y IqH AEEA & q1F
2 wq sfa faarea #1 gfg FT & wrg
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qifF @F @R § arox § o wiew
g T A g% fF gEw @l @«
qa< 93 w1 fHarAl w1 q2r or aF )
# us qsdrRey X Argm fw o
g Al ag Afg g @i 5
DA AT FT geq w4 FRar
S AT A X W ey #

qed § ag w3 9@ gradual lowering
of procurement prices and phased pro-
gramme of raising the issue prices?

T qIE FT AR fa=arT § At gw quwy
¢ fr oag Wt feadl & Far 9
qeATATT § | FAT GIHIT @ I0T HI
reagd A fF ger faaifes $Q
GAT GIEIT Ieqgd 59T H1 AT
@A AT AT AW FT GANSA AT
sra, s fraal & gfafafy &,
grat & wfFar g fagifea g fs
fparal & afafafaal #Y a1F g &1
a4 93 GURIT H1 g1z T ? 3T A@r
FTAT Q¥AT g1 Al FqT & &9
HrT F1 uigsy § @ FT 2 i
T §88 &, ST GIEIU FY, HGAT
garga afafgal # w7 & FAT gow
fratfia s7 ) $ar FuN ?

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
So far as the motive attributed to the
Agricultural Prices Commission is concern-
ed, [ do not agree with the hon. Member.
They have taken into consideration the
various factors and various materials
placed before them and they have come to
a certain decision after that. They have
given reasons for their decision. But it is
not a fact to say that the Government will
accept all the reasons which they have
given. Government will take into consi-
deration all these facts, What they have
decided is their own independent decision.

Now, Sir, so far as the prices are
concerned, we shall consider what has been
the effect on prices, you see, during the
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[Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed]

last two or three years But, one thingl
would like to state before this House. So
far as the enunctation of our policy is
concerned, we will take into consideration
the fact that the price filxed 1s such that it
18 remunerative to the producer, that it is
reasonable so far as the consumer 1s con-
cerned and that it will not stop the increase
1n the production of wheat

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRIV B
RAJU): Yes, Mr, Jain.

I AW A ATET T IqA G
TA | AT FTOST IRATEA oA &, A
Yed § IAH! AT FJqT AT FIA A @
qed q7 &3 987 7

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
That will be taken into consideration,

=t go o WA (IAT 93W)  9gAT
aqrq @1 § wrqd g8 gyAr Jrgar
g fF w9 & gem ma@w F oW
JqT & 9AF AT qrmar § 7 AR
Far IR W WA § 5 femd grarg
93 98 9F IIgH AR A7 fF A
g WIggT &7 fqgEg 7 @F

(Interruption)

gatag 5 saasg feara g ar
ﬂ"@' | (Interruprion) TIT & 9 fHaray
¥ T wafaw sy § ar T4 ?

a7 faqq & & 992w § I7 0T
98T al gHIR HEAIA  HIXT T 378
A 10 qede & FEATIHAT T EF7 AT
fear a1 1 are qrer Exg @ faar war
THT F FAT, 3@ A 0 fRav war
¥ F FIT WIT ST g FEAIIAY &
ITF 9T qAATET IS 10 9@ ¥
15 qe&z w3 & 74T |

[RAJYA SABHA)

to a matter of urgent 100
public importance

= saEEt garg avga (fagre) -
JA1T F AT A § 9GS T4

it Qo qlo WA : WIT g9 fag wgr
a% ¥ TTIEH Ft F19d § 98 A1 97
T AfRT ST F @R A A &
freq =rfgg 1 &t @& fag Far far
wied S Ay gt @@ gagze A
Faq @ At A F A A Iy g
=ifze, aa avg a1 & 7 W WA
9158 g0 & "Arga g fx fearay w1
HIT ®EITF 1 AT AT FT NI
gyE ¥ ATAd Haew g & fF 9rsd«
Faw feare sl awrd & 9T foag
F1 st1a, &l & @A qga S ¥
T ard 98 F AT 39 fagg ¥, 9
1T g AIgA rar 3 |

arfgdt gara a0 3z & 5 Qe ag
AT F 4T g 76 wIC F Feaezer off
A g 1969 ¥ mfdas g gf
411 T AT XYY F GeT § WU I
¥ figg Faeft w@, g 1969 #t
TIZEST & FIAT HAT HIT F TIT &I
qeaTHT (HAT 17 @Y 98 9759 67 wAQ
&t &1 a8 = fafaedr ay
TAGTETES §, A A1 FHT 76 "o
fraredr qv & IT Q1 1969 ¥ &t
Fud § Sa% feara & ggar 67 =g
faa®, At 9 =g a9 FU g Ay,
f ot g992@ 93 w9 N e faar
g "AT | al FAT Y W AW A
fara 1 fasga 99 § WA A1EA
g 98 § o1 & qAT AT E |

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED .
Sir, 1t 1s true that there 1s no agriculturist
so far as the membership of the Commi-
ssion 18 concerned. But, Sir, the Agncul-

tural Prices Commission takes nto
consideration the views of the agriculturists.
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There is a panel of farmers who are
consulted and I think, . .
(Interruptions)
st SEFAl qQIE grER - W

g1 & fF Fraq FA-51T § 71T IAF
FareAifmdara a1 § 7

ot s AT At : Jrag qriFar-
He F1 FA FHITA 3§ TFq152 fopar ?

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
They are being consulted before they come
to final decisions and make their recommen-
dations and it is also not a fact that they
do not take into consideration all the other
facts. In fact, the fact was placed before
them that as compared to the last year’s
prices the cost of production has increased
by about Rs. 4 per quintal on account of
increase i the prices of lubricants,
machinery and also increase in wages,
etc. I mean this fact was taken into
consideration. But, we are of the opinion
that there was sfficient scope even then to
give renumerative prices lower than what
was fixed for the last year.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V. B.
RAJU): Yes, Mr. Misra.

Y Qo dte &t . wifad fgew &1
wara faqg g faar | g@ a3a w9
FIw F @y gu 69 & fgmia &
67 ®qT &17 da4T R |

This s your exercise, not mine.

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED |
I have already said that the opinion of the
Prices Commissjon is that even after taking
into consideration all these facts the prices
given or recommended by them will be
remunerative to the cultivator,

SHRI A, P. JAIN : I am asking
whether on the basis of 1969 prices, these
are remunerative He can either accept it
or deny it.
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SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED.
No assessment has been made. . .

(Interruption)

SHRI A. P. JAIN : Itis a blunder, . .
(Interruptions)

st gao do faw (IO 9_W) :
sftaq, =l AANE G qIga A a1
qa1d fEar sar #1 @ v § AAAg
ey S AT (5 1969 o § &Y grsH
o FIT AT S qI59 § O F47 aF A9
ggt 2 5 9 67 =IOV AT FAT AraA
37 T Fgr a1 1w AT qgyAT F Iy
FANFT T FW 86 T AT FWIT |
Fraz gar 2 ar afi g 1969 #r
3G, a7 AT 67 Far T & wIT A}
qrz¥w & 86 At Afgw ar g M
4] WEAT geAl ST AT wHwEId
qIEAS FHINT G AT gAT § T T
g @=ar 1w a & feaga arde
7@ AT FI@E, S AErS I5rg
At § #wR Fua I 0 §; 3@
gzd § AT 99 9eT ¥ f5 wiveaa
gizags FHEA faags Gar g S A
TFCAT & T F T T OlHeaId
IEAS & IR ¥ 19, I 1§ TOAFA
agf &, 3 rdfagy 95 s grEar
& A 9T %g fgar, s @I agr
FFaAA g, AT 75 QT AT HT JFAT
2, Sa%! @iwar § 1 Far feAmAfag g,
FqT i F1 % §, Th Farar wg 5
gL AT &Y @ JIR Y QA AT A
AT ggdl 71 W &1 ;N myaAy
S WgT ¥ 9¥ cqrge A Ay A
Igd QAT FIEAT ATGAT §, FAT A
gt 98 78 § f& sfas e |ang
QT FA F FA I A ast § AR
wzargsd F1 {9 F&1 7 faaAr grg
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[+ qao €Yo fasy]

sredw § Sadr gfaar & &4t adr,
gfmar & &, 709 & &, 7 wafeFa
FOTH F 1 T TATEH A AT
59 qg & agdl g a1 FX9 &7 giFer
& fom dfaq 9v o@ideatw wggdw
FHMT ¥ gERT TIFHIAS g8 @0
AT gaAfza wew 7 ®T AwE
Jgrar | a9 (gAdfea qrzE FE §
at ASF AT AT § 1 AATF FIEG § |
gg fafiam grgg §, o svew §,
gaggaadfes wrz@ 1 Fm g? ag
Fg # fa et &Y wga € srai
q1 ITAIEH B VLT I AT A SV
oiC eEiq @rgg, agfafe arsy, aqf
fearal & gfa gad sardia &1 & ag
qifa 347 [1gaT §, WIS ag HreAET
FIA GHF FT 5T 8, IF WA T,
#, 59 9T 2w F wda fram, @
fEar, aean feaT g %1 8, 97 gré-
gesT dugdl T e ST R E araa
P QI g 793 & fay M amA &
fag a=ar g, F1§ Ger fFarT oF oFE
F7 8, a8 W1 TF IGF! 97T T FYEI
AAT FZAT § W AWT FA FIEAT
qIgar 1 a1 SR FgAT A T
gy 5 ay fearal € guear & a3
gua W F oAl ) auear g, ag
Faq qarq & fram) #1 quearagi 2
qR 37 FT §, AGIUST FY &, GIAY qHEAT
& @ W TW 9T IR I @Y
g @y fe goswa @ aarn, =@ ey
aF § fw @ e

Iqawreqsr (it @Yo dYo g ) :
T gArT Sl |

ot ggo o faw: & gura =<
W g & suer afl g @ g
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AT g AE T T AF {5 WO AGHT
agag WA @ war § o framl &
93zfa ®T & @1 W gWE & fF
uzfem sra & aw wad arad §
T8 9T M9 faart T M 1 gH
ug "ard fF 3F) s wre gEAifen
Sizq Fg4 §, 9% fafana srzw ag
afew Tgmafea sz &7 %33 §)
gL A FTIW I @, AR FAYER T
g9 981 g4 3 @1 1 § 9iFY w13
Fad & & fogy s e fwar
g1 A9 qUAT ardg Y W &, FgA
2 SglT aa fear g, ag fearg # 3
feat taga §, uw ofasq & guwy
difsrg, F1 Fawa starg 7 Sifad, wai
diq B wd gE @ wigdw fudr ar
W & ag Fargy | wE feafa ¥ o
afafes sy Jganr 7@ ffqy,
fogy f& gasr =T I+ N9
Al

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
So far as the question raised by the hon.
Member is concerned, I have already given
the reply that this is the opinion of the
Comumission. They have taken into
consideration the various factors which
have been mentioncd by the hon. Member
and after taking those factars into consi-
deration they still think that the prices
which they have suggested would be
remunerative enough to the cultivator,
That is the view expressed by the Agricul-
tural Prices Commission. But the
Government have not yet come to any
decision whether rhe recommendation is
acceptable or not acceptable. That
decision will be takeu by the Government
later on.

Now, it is true that prices have
increased. . .

(Interruptions)
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oy SaFdl wq1E q1Lq ¢ AfHT 79
gimr wa fFarT &1 TET @R @
SFAT |

SHRI MAN SINGH VARMA (Uttar
Pradesh) : Are you satisfied with the
recommendation ?

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALl AHMED :
The Government have already issued
instructions that so far as the present
purchase price is eoncerned, it should be
at the existing level. I think in some
places the purchases are being made.
With regard to the future prices, that will
be decided soon after the Chief Ministers’
Conference.

SHRI A.G. KULKARNI (Maharashtra):
May I know whether the Government
in the Ministry of Agriculture has gota
cell to assess the cost of production of
the various agricultural products ! I
want a very specific reply to this, Also
1 would like to know whether any
attempt has been made to work out the
cost of production of wheat and, if so,
whether that cost of production is above
or below the cost of production worked
out by the Agriculture Price Commission.
Have they got any cell to determine the
cost of production 7 1 want a very specific
reply in this matter.

Secondly, I want to know whether
the Government is having the buffer
stock organisation to help the farmer
or the consumer because out of the
subsidy of Rs. 120 crores about Rs. 57
crores is going for interest, and that
means it has got nothing to do with the
price given to the wheat growers. I want
to know whether this is a fact or not,

The next pointis, as has been rightly
pointed out the value of the rupee in
1967 when these prices were fixed was
higher than it today is and you are
allowing the rise in the cost of production
in the industry. You have got a Cost
Accounts Bureau and you have the
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Tariff Commission also. Everywhers
industrial products have risen by 15 to
50 per cent and the Government has been
in favour of rise in price but when the
question of farmers comes, the Govern-
ment is always led by bodies like the
Agriculture Price  Commission which
has no experts at all.

The last point I want to know is
whether, as a long-term perspective, the
Government will evolve a new policy
of popularising heat consumption because
the production of wheat has increased
by 10 per cent and consumption is
lagging by 3.5 per cent. Unless this is
done the problem with not be solved.

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI
AHMED : It is true that at present
there is no organisation which exists so
far as the assessment of cost of produc-
tion is concerned. But we have set
up in our Ministry a cell for the
purpose of finding out the data and I
think in above two years time it will be
possible for us to say definitely what
the cost of production is.

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: [ want to
know whether assessment for the present
wheat prices has been made by your
cell.

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
Not by our cell. But we have set upa
cell.

So far as the present prices are concer-
ned, we take into consideration the facts
ascertained by the agricultural universities
and by the Statisal Departments of the
various State Governments. We take
those facts into coasideration and [
think the Agriculture Price Commission
has already taken that fact into considera-
tion.

So far as the difference in the price is
concerned, 1 think it is not Rs. 120 crores.
The subsidy will about Rs. 132 crores
or Rs. 133 crores out of which Rs, 52
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crores or Rs. 53 crores will be in respect of
interest and other charges for buffer
stocks. That is a fact.

SHRI A.G. KULKARNI: What has
the farmer to do with it ?

THE VICE CHAIRMAN (SHRI
V. B. RAJU) It is all right. Shri
Sanyal.

SHRI SASANKASEKHAR SANYAL
(West  Bengal): Of Ilate, large number
of educated unemployed people have
become agriculture-minded. The doors of
traditional employment are now closed to
them and they have made a little
investment in buying small farms and
costly manure and bringing them under
cultivation in the expectation that they
will get a good return, Now, at the
very outset to bring down the prices of
wheat is to put a chilling effect upon
their ardent enthusiasm, Therefore, may I
ask the hon. Minister if 1t is possible
for the Government, as a common ground,
free from all controversy, free from all
statistical problems, to give some subsidy
to the producer sothat he can get a
remunerative  price ? The subsidy may
vary from State to Siate, from district
to district, from place to place. There
should be some sort of subsidyto the
producer so that he will get a remunera-
tive price if you keep up the price
level and if that hits the consumer,
you can also introduce another kind of
subsidy, namely, at the consumer’s point.
If you introduce these two point of
subsidy, then there will be balanced
economy  between production and
consumption and also maintenance of a
fair price. One would be remunerative
for the grower and the other would be
accommodating .for the consumer. If
there is a surplus after that, you can
keep it for next year which may be a
Jean year also or you should tryto
explore avenues for exporting such wheat
to other countries which need it. Isit
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possible for the Government to sit down

and work out this formula ?

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
The same question is being repeated from
time to time. I have already said that
all these are taken into consideration by
the Commission and their recommenda-
tion is before us and we shall examine it
before we take our decision regarding
this matter.

SHRI D. D. PURI (Haryana):
Do Government still remember that not
very many year ago this country was
living from ship to mouth ? Are they
completely oblivious to the fact that again
not very long ago grain trains had to be
diverted while on the rails because the
grain stocks in some cities had gone down
below dangerous levels. Do Government
consider the timing of the recent announce-
ment of price as fair? The grower has grown
the wheat and the wheat is to come to the
market and all of a sudden the price being
reduced. Do the Government consider
that fair t Can the Government mention
any commodity. agricultural or non-agri-
cultural, the price of which is below what
it was last year ? Arising ovut of thisisa
very intersting exercise that has been
posed by Mr. Jain. Will the Government
apply their mind :

(1) To the depleted purchasing power
of the rupees.

(ii) And take into account the
increased cost for the inputs and then

work out what inreal terms is the
amount by which the price is being
reduced ?

Lastly having regard to the turmoil
that these recommendations have caused
all over the cruntry and having regard also
to the unanimity of vews expressed in
the consultative committee, will the
Government declare that this recommenda-
tion of the commission is not worthy of
their considera tion ?
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SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED:
These are suggestions which will be
taken into consideration.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA (West

Bengal) : There are demonstrations in
Punjab—it is reported 1n the press to day—
against the recommendations of the
Agricultural Prices Commussion. 1 would

like to know whether the attention of the
Government has been drawn to the state-
ment 1ssued by the CPI in Punjab in which
1t 1s pointed out how the pesasant is going
to be adversely affected if the recommen-
dations were to be accepted and the
prices fowered 7 Now the Government says
they have not accepted this recommenda-
tion. It is good. How are they going to
settle this matter. The Minister said that
when the Chief Ministers come he would
discuss with them at the Chief Minister
Conference. Surely the CMS are not experts
necessarilly. Some of them may know
a little more than others but surely
they could not be taken as experts

*t srErEl WA ATR ¢ 09 Ay
TRIT qT e fAfaeeT aq7 § |

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA They
should be consulted, I am no. opposed to
such consultation but what about consult-
ing the representatives of the toiling pea-
santry—the working peasantry? They
should be consulted. There are certain
organisations of the peasantry and their
representatives could be called and their
opinions sought over this matter because
it is very important. First of all, enly the
other day we discussed in this House the
sufferings of the cotton growers and now
the wheat growers are in danger of suffer-
ing In view of this I would like to know
what mechanism Government is gomng to
set up for consultation before a final deci-
ston by the Government is taken on this
matter. Dol have an assurance that the
representatives of the peasants’ organisa-
tions, agricultural labourers’ organisations
and others will be consulted before the
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decision is taken and also, if possible, the

parties here should also be consulied.

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
The matter has already been considered by
the Consultative Committee. There is the
Farmers’ Forum m Parliament and they
have also expressed their views., We shall
also know the views of the Chief Ministers
and their reaction as far as the recommen-
dations of the Agricultural Prices Com-
mission are concerned. After taking all
these facts into consideration Government
will take a decision.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : What is
the harm in coansulting the representatives
of the peasants’ organisations in the
country? We know the Consultative Coms
mittee 1s there. We ourselves are here and
we express our opinions here. But you are
not taking the decision here straightway;
you must be consulting people who are in
close touch with the peasants; I would
not bother to which party they belonged or
they do not belong.

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
Their views have been expressed both in
the press and outside and that will also be
taken into consideration.

SHRI MAHAVIR TYAGI (Utar

Pradesh) : I am giad that the Minister 1s
not yet committed to accept the recommen-

datjons of the Commussion and he was

good enough to say that a final decision
will be taken after giving due regard to the
views expressed here 1 this House and in
the other House as well. The Consultative
Committee has already met and they have
expressed their views DBut one thing I
just want to emphasize here, There 1s no
doubt that the Government has a majority
and the people’s mandate 1s with them,
But 1t is not as if you can do anything you
like. It should not be taken for granted
that whatever the Government does they
do as representatives of the people.

Actually speaking in a parliamentary sys-
tem whatever 1s the majority of the Govern-
ment parly, they represent the governors
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and the opposition, whether itis big or
small, represents the governed. We mem-
bers of the Opposition are the real repre-
sentatives of the people as far as the rela-
tionship between the governed and the
governors is concerned. Therefore when-
ever the interests of the people are involved
it is our responsibility to safeguard their
rights and it is in this context I might just
say with regard to this talk about subsidy
that whatever be the the subsidy itis not
a matter of charity, Subsidy is money
collected from the people and it goes to
the people themselves. It is not Govern-
ment’s money. It is their own money and
it goes for an important matter. So it is
not a question of ordinary charity; it is a
matter of living for the poor people. For
their day to day living they have 10 have
subsidy. How could the poor people live
without subsidy?  Subsidy is no matter of
generosity on the part of the Government;
subsidy is the right of the people. As far
as the prices of wheat and other agricul-
tural products are concerned I must tell
the hon. Minister that the members of
this House as well as of the other House
are practically unanimous that the prices
should not be reduced. I could understand
if you had said this before the election.
After the elections are over you come and
say that the prices will be reduced, but the
elections will come again. As far as we
in the Opposition are concerned, as true
representatives of the people I declare here
and now that if the prices of foodgrains
are reduced in this manner we in the Op-
position will all unite together and consi-
der the feasibility of starting a mass civil
disobedience campaign to refuse to give
grain and let us see what happens. This
is a challenge.

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED ;
So far as the first contention is concerned
that only members of the Opposition are
representatives of the people, I dispute
that. Not only the members of the
Opposition but members who support the
Treasury Benches are also true representa-
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tives of the people and they have in une-
quivocal terms expressed their views in
regard to this matter which is not different
from the views of the Opposition. All
these will be taken into consideration.
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maF  wIH Hgy & garfas, IEH
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SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
Sir, it 1s not correct to say that the cost of
procurement is Rs. 13 per quntal. The
cost of procurement ts about Rs. 11 per
quintal, the cost ot distribution 1s about
Rs. 7 per quintal and the cost on account
of mterest and other charges for the buffer
stock Js about Rs B8 per quintal. All this
comes o Rs 26 per quintal. [t 1s true that
we have to examine whether the cost of
procurement aud the cost of distribution
can be reduced to some extent. | am
examining to what extent 1t 1s possible,
and to the extent possible, we shall do so

DR. BHAL MAHAVIR  Because there
seems (0 be some confusion, for the Minis-
ter’s kind attention 1 will read  this from
the Economic Survey.

“As for 1972-73, the cost of procu-
rement of wheat i1s likely to remain
unchanged at Rs, 11 per quintal, but
the cost of dpstributton and that of
carrying over of the buffer is expected
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to increase marginally from Rs 13 60
to Rs. 15 per quintal. With the total
cost of procurement and distribution
at around Rs, 26 per qumtal, and the
procurement price remaining unchan-
ged,” etc

I am referring  to the cost of distribution
and that of carrying over of the buffer,
and am saying that the cost of carrying
over of the buffer 1s going to increase from
Rs 13.60 to R.. 15. So, that 1s ncreasing,

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
The hon. Membet has taken the two
figures together and I have given them
separately. What has appeared n the
papers 1s true and we have scen 1n the
press reports about the discontent of the
farmers, so far as the farmers are concer-
ned, this has been expressed n the
newspapers I have already said that this
problem s betore us and we shall take 1nto
consideration what are the remunerative
prices and whether the procurement price
of wheat will have to be increased in
tuture. Afrer taking that factor 1nto
consideration, Government will reach a
deciston. It 1 also true that the producers
require 1ncenfive, and that incentive we
have to give as tar as possibly we can

DR. BHAl MAHAVIR . The costs
are inceasing The cost of inputs 1s 1nceas-

mg and Government’s cost of handling 1s
1ncreasing.

SHRI MAHAVIR [IYAG] . The
Minwster seenis to be quite sympathetc,

DR. BHAI MAHAVIR : What I ask
for 1sthat there 1s to be some parity
between the two, between the cost of
mputs and the return  which he gets. So
also Government’s cost of handling 1s
increasing. [he farmer’s cost has aiso
increased Will the Government not take
this into account ¢ And  how do  they
explain the rcduction of the subsidy from
Rs. 120 crores to Rs 100 crotes.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V. B
RAJU) Well, you have made your
suggestions to the Minister.

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED -
No suggestton has beeen accepted. I do
not know wherefrom the hon Member gels
the 1dea of reducing the subsidy from
Rs. 120 crores to Rs. 100 crores If the
present price 1s maintained, both the
procurement price and the 1ssue price,
the subsidy will be n the neighbourhood
of Rs, 132 crores

SHRIT N SINGH (Uttar Pradesh):
In the matter of prices bemng fixed for
industrjal goods, the Tanff Commnussion 18
given certain terms of reference and 1nstr-
uctions about costing return on capital,
interest, etc.  want to  kmow, when the
questton of price fixation 1s referred to the
Agricultural Prices Commussion, whether
the Government gives instructions to the
Agriculiural Prices Con mission on  the
l1nes of the Tariff Commission 1n regard to
the return on the cepital invested, remune-
ration to labeur, etc., so far as foodgrains
are concerned That 1s pommt No | Seco-
ndly, has the Government noted that the
handhing charges come to more than thirty
per cent of the priece when the foodgrain
reaches the consumer ’ Is this handling
charge not much more than what it used
to be when there was no rationing ol
control n this country ? The regular trade
managed 1t much cheaper I think J am
nght and 1 can  say with authonty on

the subject, Thirdly, ever since the idea
of the Agicultural Prices Commission was

mooted 1n 1961 when I was a Member of
the Planning Con mission, a  suggestion
was made by us that there should be a
principle for return on capnal in fixing
prices and the Government resisted that
Why s this being resisted even today ?
Is that principle acceptable or not, vz,
so far as the agnculturnist 1s concerned
he should have a return on the capital
tavested and the labour employed ?

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALl AHMED
So far as the last question 1s concerned,

[RAJYA SABBA]

to a matter of urgent 116
public importance

there are no figures before the Government
on thebasis of whicha return on the
capital can be ascertamned or assessed

SHRI T N SINGH - You give
instructions to the Tariff Commission.

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
As I have already pointed out, we have
set up a cell in our Minstry to collect data,
I hope that tn a year or two or in three
years’ time it will be possible for us to
get data when we will be able to fix these
things

THE VICE CHAIRMAN (SHR1 V B
RAJU) Last question, a very short one
Three Members have already spoken from
your side

DR.V. B SINGH (Uttar Pradesh):
Maybe thirty Members have spoken, but
what | am going to say 1s not repetition
What are the criteria  based on  which
prices are to be determined ? I can concetve
that the political element 15 an element
to the price  determination and that 1s
what s happenmg here Sir, let us try to
see that when the word  “‘farmer’ 1s used,
the farmer 1s nota monolithic category
There are big farmers, medium farmers
and small farmers  So far as the gains
from higher prices of agricultural commodi-
ties are concerned all the three do not
benefit in the same manner The small
tarmer, tn some months of the year, has
to purchase foodgrains Once the price of
agricultural commodities are higher, they
my enter the costof production ok
mdustrial goods wihich distort the cost
stiucture i general and the farmers are
not to gain ultimately when they purchase
industrial commodities  Therefore, 1o the
extent there are demonstrations from the
farmers, I can understand that they have
a reason because theirr incomes being
eroded due to the recommendation of the
Agricultural Prices Commussion  But there
15 no counter demonstration by the consu
mers to balance the situation

THE VICE CHAIRMAN (SHRI V B
RAJU) : Please ask for some clarification
n tle point made by the Minster
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DR. V. B.SINGH : Ttisnot a ques-
tion of giving clanfication. It is one of
giving information.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V. B.
RAJU): Not necessary.

SHRI SHYAM LAL YADAV: He
has already employed experts.

DR.V.B SINGH: The point that
I want to stress is that the Agricultural
Prices Commission has taken into account
the fact that the prices of inputs have gone
up but the index of agricultural productivity
has gone higher. Therefore, the income
to the farmer, after taking into account
the higher cost of production, 1s more
than in previous years. Therefore it isa
very rational proposition that the prices
of procurement should be lower, and in
this way the consumers can also benefit and
the farmers can benefit because of higher
output, and not because of higher prices.

SHRI FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
That is the argument advanced by the
Agrieultural Prices Commission.

[Shri J. P. Yadav rose]

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V. B.
RAJU) : Two members have already
spoken for your party. fsgT, a\TZT qr

gara qfgu 1
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T9 avg ¥ QY F Fra AR arely Al
F qrq 9gq & a1 ag orga feeg e
T AE F qw war awd 7

AY, 9T T 91ga T @ A
g #7 %< 917 I3 FT 97T H@AT A1gr
fe 2z <t iv gea fratwg oo 3§
§ ga¥ d5 AgrgwEl F AwoFar g,
&T iy @ #gr grEey 2, gAY
argat a1 § aife AT ArA g8 @sq
[T gwIAwr A 1Y A GFarAr w1 oA
aFETdt fasr 1 g9 Yo B FAY FA
& fag g & faws  sediaA
W1 g% 38 gar & fF =9 sf
g frad fan gag &1 7z Ffy
giaw fEarat & fag adr afes o 39

_ BT JWE I AT F IAAT WeaAw

A & faq s Y R @@ IEA
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HETET ST 9% ATAT 1ET A gAA favar-
qgt &1 fF 519y sreqey 4% 987 qA1AT)
a1l UF a9 gF AIYA ATAT F1 A4
AE @AAT | F T gu S A
gfaur 23 & fau gfs wem fraRa
g FT 757 FFar war §

SHR! FAKHRUDDIN ALl AHMED :
It 1s not correct, Sir.

off AITFEA WAIT ATET : A,
Stara ar fzar agr

PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE

ANNUAL REPORT (1970-71) OF THE
CARrRDAMOM BOARD

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE
(SHRI A. C. GIFORGE) : Sir, 1 beg to lay
on the Table a copy (in English and Hindr)



