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(ii)  Review by   Government   on   the 
working of the Corporation. 

[Placed in Library.   See   No. LT—1750/72 for   
(i) and (ii).] 

MOTION    RE     FOURTH    PLAN    MID-
TERM APPRAISAL- contd. 
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MR.      DEPUTY     CHAIRMAN:    The 
House stands adjourned till 2 P. M. 

The House then adjourned for lunch at 
fifty-six minutes past twelve of the clock. 

The House reassembled after lunch at two of 
the clock, MR. DEPUTV CHAIRMAN in the Chair. 

MOTION   RE     FOURTH    PLAN    MID-
TERM APPRAISAL—Continued 

SHRI BIPINPAL DAS (Assam) : Mr. Deputy 
Chairman, Sir, I take this opportunity to 
congratulate you personally on your election to this 
high office. I recollect today long association with 
you for long years, and the day in 1950 went I met 
you first in Madras when I went to attend the 
Socialist Party Conference. For all these years, I 
have known you and I have admired your qualities 
of head and heart. Please accept my congratulations 
on this occasion today. 

Sir, we must also thank the Minister for 
Planning for giving us the opportunity, today, or 
these days, to make a mid-trem appraisal of the 
Fourth Plan in order to examine where we have 
failed and, if possible, to sugggest corrective 
measures. It is good that he has done it at the 
beginning of the year so that we can go ahead with a 
little more clearer thinking. But, Sir, this Mid-term 
Appraisal document has shown that we have failed 
to achieve the targets or make adequate and 
satisfactory progress on a number of items in a 
number of sectors, and they have also indicated in 
this document that by the time the Fourth Plan will 
come to an end it would not be possible to achieve 
the targets on a number of items. I naturally 
expected that the Planning Commission and the 
Planning Ministry would also clearly analyse the 
causes of our failure and suggested the corrective 
measures. They have suggested some but for myself 
I must say I am not satisfied with whatever correc-
tive measures they have suggested. As a matter of 
fact, the basic causes have not been analysed at all. 
Anyway, I would leave it at that. 

Sir, some programmes have been suggested for 
welfare measures like drinking water supply, rural 
housing, rural electricity, elementary education, 
health, sanitation, and all that. There is no doubt 
that all these programmes   are   very   good  and  
they 

been long overdue. It is time that we undertake a 
massive programme of social welfare measures in 
order to do good to the people of the rural areas, to 
the poorer sections and backward classes all that, 
and therefore I welcome these measures. But then 
these welfare measures ultimately do not solve our 
problem. We have raised the slogan of garibi hatao. 
We want to banish poverty. We want to achieve self-
reliance. We want to banish proverty from this land, 
to help the last men in the society to raise his stand-
ard of living, at least to make a giving. But I do not 
think all these social welfare programmes constitute 
an assault on poverty in this country. There may be 
supplementary programmes. They are quite good. I 
welome them, but they do not constitute, as I said 
assault on poverty. 

In this country our objective is "Garibi Hatao" 
banishing poverty. Therefore, the emphasis hence 
forward must be on production of goods of mass 
consumption, so that the poor, the backward classes, 
the neglected man and the last man in the society 
may be able to satisfy his or their daily needs. We 
have to provide him with two wholesome meals a 
day, a house to live in, some arrangements for health 
and hygiene and clothes to wear and all that. But 
production alone is not enough. Even we produce 
these things, even if we adopt a mass programme for 
production of such essential goods which are 
necessary for the masses, even if we succeed in 
doing that, the problem is not solved. We must side 
by side, simultaneously be able to provide 
purchasing power to the common man. Therefore, 
ultimately the question comes to one of solving the 
problem of unemployment and under-employment. 
That it becomes the basic question. In the ultimate 
analysis if we want to launch an assault on poverty 
the poorest man must be given the wherewithal by 
which he can earn a decent living, at least a 
minimum standard of living. Only then the whole 
programme will be meaningful and it will acquire 
some substance 

Some people believe and even the earlier 
Planning Commissions used to believe that 
economic growth alone would eliminate poverty and 
provide social justice. Experience has shown that it 
was an entirely wrong conception. During the last 
twenty years of planning we have certainly made 
some progress. In the matter of economic 
development some growth is there. There is no 
doubt about it.   But the fruits of our economic deve- 


