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very seriously that a person, who is the subject-
matter of such charges being found, should not 
be allowed to contest the elections for a 
particular period of time, and the election laws 
of the land should be so amended that, if either 
a Minister or a Member of Parliament or a 
Member of a Legislative Assembly is involved 
in charges which are found to be true and 
correct by a Commission of Inquiry, the 
person concerned should be draiod the right to 
contest elections for particular periods, of 
time. Sir, it has often been stated that the 
people,.. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : Can you finish your 
speech now ? The Prime Minister will make a 
statement. 

SHRI K. CHANDRASEKHARAN : I 
shall wait. I shall finish later. It will take some 
time. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : The Prime Minister. 

STATEMENT  BY   PRIME   MINISTER 
RE   RECOGNITION    OF     BANGLA 

DESH 

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER OF 
ATOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER OF HOME 
AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF 
INFORMATION    AND BRODCASTING/ 

(SHRI- 

 
MATI INDIRA GANDHI) : Mr. Chairman, 
>ir, the valiant struggle of the people of lengla 
Desh in the face of tremendous dds has 
opened a new chapter of eroism in the history 
of freedom movements. 

Earlier, they had recorded a great emocratic 
victory in their elections and 'en the 
President of Pakistan bad conceded >e right 
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to come Prime 
Minister of Pakistan. We all never know 
what intervened to transom this benevolent 
mood and realistic ?roach, if it really was 
that, to deception i the posture of open 
hatred. 

We are told that Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
and his party, the Awami League, had planned 
a non-violent movement of resistance to the 
Government of West Pakistan. But they were 
caught unawares and overtaken by a brutal 
military assault. They had no alternative but to 
declare for independence. The East Pakistan 
Rifles and East Bengal Regiment became tho 
Mukti Fauj and later the Mukti Bahini, which 
was joined by thousands of young East 
Bengalies determined to sacrifice their lives 
for froe-dom and the right to fashion their 
future. The unity, determination and courage 
with which the entire population of Bangla 
Desh is fighting have been recorded by the 
world Press. 

These envents on our doorstep and the 
resulting flood of refugees into our territory 
could not but have far-reaching repercussions 
on our country. It was natural that our 
sympathy should be with the people of Bangla 
Desh in their just struggle. But we did not act 
precipitiously in the matter of recognition, our 
decisions were not guided merely by emotion 
but by an assessment of prevailing and future   
realities. 

With the unanimous revolt of the entire 
people of Bangla Desh and the success of their 
struggle it has become increasingly apparent 
that the so-called mother State of Pakistan is 
totally incapable of bringing the people of 
Bangla Desh back under its control. As for the 
legitimacy of the Government of Bangla Desh 
the whole world is now aware that it reflects the 
will of the overwhelming majority of the 
people, which not many governments can 
claim to represent. In Jeffersons's famous 
words to Governor Morris, the Governmet of 
Bangla Desh is supported by the "will of the 
nation, substantially expressed". Applying this 
criterian, the Military regime in Pakistan 
whom some States are so anxious to buttress, 
is hardly representative of its people even in 
West Pakistan. 

Now that Pakistan is waging war against 
India, the normal hesitation on our part not to 
do anything which could come in the way of a 
peaceful solution, or which might be construed 
as intervention, has lost significance. The 
people of Bangla Desh battling for  their  very  
existence   and  the 
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people of India fighting to defeat aggression 
now find themselves parties in the same 
cause, 

I am glad to inform the House that in the 
light of the existing siluation and in response 
to the repeated requests of the Government 
of Bangla Desh, the Government of India 
have after the most careful consideration, 
decided to grant recognition to the GANA 
PRAJA TANTRI BANGLA DESH. 

It is our hope that with the passags of 
time more nations will grant recognition and 
that the GANA PRAJA TANTRI BANGLA 
DESH will soon from part of the family of 
nations. 

Our thoughts at this moment are with the 
father of this new State—Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman. 1 am sure that this House would 
wish me to convey to their Excellencies the 
Acting President of Bangia Desh and the 
Prime Minister and to their colleagues, our   
greetings and   warm   felicitations. 

I am placing on the Table of the House 
copise of the communications which we have 
reeieved from the Government of Bangla 
Desh, Hon'ble Members will be glad to know 
that the Government of Bangla Desh have 
proclaimed their basic principlee of State 
policy to be democracy, socialism, secularism 
and the establishment of an egalitarian 
society in which there would be no 
discrimination on the basis of race, religion, 
sex or creed. In regard to foreign relations, 
the Bangla Desh Government have expressed 
their determination to follow a policy of non-
alignment, peaceful coexistence and 
opposition to colonialism, racialism and 
imperialism in all its manifestations. These 
are the ideals to which India also is dedicated. 

The Bangla Desh Government have 
reiterated their anxiety to organise the 
expeditious return of their citizens who have 
found temporary refuse in our country, and to 
restore their lands and belongings to them. 
We shall naturally help in every way in these 
arrangements. 

I am confident that in future the Govern-
ments and the peoples of India and Bangla 
Desh,   who   share   common   ideals    and 

sacrifices, will forge a relationship based on 
the principles of mutual respect for each 
other's sovereignty and territorial integrity, 
non-interference in internal affairs, equality 
and mutual benefit. Thus working together for 
freedom and democracy, we shall set an 
example of good neighbourliness which slone 
can ensure peace, stability and progress in this 
region. Our good wishes to Bangla Desh. 

II A.M. 

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 
(SHRI M.S. GURUPADASWAMY) : Sir, I 
look at the statement of the Prime Minister as 
the Magna Carta of free Bangla Desh. It is the 
most historic and momentous statement of this 
year and also of the decade, and this statement 
has got the great potentiality of recreating and 
refashioning the future destiny of the entire 
sub-continent. Sir, naturally my heart melts on 
this occasion, and 1 have no hesitation in 
saying that Shrimati Indira Gandhi has 
emerged in my view for the first time as the 
living Joan of Arc of the sub-continent, Joan 
of Arc suffered death and achieved victory. 
Shrimati Indira Gandhi lives and achieved 
victory. Aond this is a moment which has got 
to be inscribed not only in our sacred 
memories but also in the annals of our history 
. . . 

SHRI M.P. SHUKLA (Uttar Pradesh) : In 
letters of gold. 

SHRI M S. GURUPADASWAMY: And 
this act of hers which i.-> bold is nevertheless 
cautious, and will win acclaim and respect not 
only of the millions of people living in this 
land but also the millions of people who have 
been aspiring for freedom in Asian and African 
countries. This is an occasion which the world 
also has to recognise. 

Shrimati Indira Gandhi has ahowo it most 
unmistakable terms what a democrac has got 
to do, ought to do in a crisis of thi nature. She 
has also shown the resillienc of a democratic 
country to various pressun to the impulses 
generated in the neighbou ing areas. 

Without making a long statement m 1 
say, Sir, the statement of the Prime Min ter 
is liked not only by me, by Members 
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my Party, but all of us here ? And now I would 
only suggest to her, in keeping with tbe spirit of 
the statement she has made, she may issue a 
written appeal to all the Governments of the 
world to accord recognition to the free flangla 
Desh Government. I hope and trust she will take 
this step also. May I congratulate her and the 
Government of India and the people of India for 
having achieved this momentous time, a time 
when we are ushering in a new country, a new 
State and a new people, people who are wedded 
to freedom, human values and justice ? 

With these words 1 share the joy and the 
jubilation of my colleagues who have assembled 
here in the great decision that the Prime Minister 
has taken. 

 

"She is a pretty dove but   with   very   sharp 
claws." 

 

■ We hit back and we
it back very hard. 
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SHRI     DAHYABHAI       V.     PATEL 
(Gujarat) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, I would like to be 
associated with the remarks of the two previous 
speakers on this side. We must all congratulate 
the Prime Minister on this occasion for her wise 
leadership. I remember on several occasions she 
was pressed on all sides for early recognition of 
Bangla Desb. She said that this was cat I' the 
opportune time and she would select an 
opportune time. She has shown by her action 
how wisely she can act on occasion. Side by side 
I must take this opportunity of congratulating our 
Armed Forces, the leadership of the Armed 
Forces, ibe Defence Minister, on the way in 
which they have faced this situation. A 
trecherous attack was mounted on us hoping 
perhaps to catch us unawares. The Defence 
Minister and his advisers p;oved to be shrewder 
and were ready for even a trecherous attack. 
God has been kind to this country. Let us all 
stand united, ask for His h issings ,  to that we 
may overcome such difhculiies again and again 
and stand united in the suvice of the nation. 

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA (West Bengal): 
Sir, a historic reality has been recognised by a 
historic decision at a historic moment, and it is 
a privilege for all of us to be a participant in 
this decision. It has been my privilege over the 
last twenty years to listen to many important 
decisions in this House coming from the Prime 
Minister and others of the Government. But 
rarely can I recall a decision of so great a 
significance not only for our country but for all 
mankind. This decision symbolises the 
profound human  symp.ithy, great  political   
wisdom, 

We   will     not   allow    another 
Tashkent to be repeated. 
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high statesmanship. This decision, if I may 
say so, transcends national barriers and 
projects itself into the wider regions of 
human society and history. Therefore, the 
Government of India, and the Prime Minis-
ter in particular, deserve the heartiest congra-
tulations not only of all of us in the House, 
but of all mankind who cherish freedom and 
would not tolerate defilement of human 
dignity. I know that this decision marks the 
beginning of a golden chapter that is being 
written in letters of gold with so much 
sacrifice, so much suffering, so much 
heroism, on the sub-continen* of ours. Sir, 
this decision guarantees the emergence in 
Bangla Desh from where I hail, where I was 
born . . . 

SHRI A. D. MANI (Madhya Pradesh) : 
Mymensing. 

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA ... of a secular, 
democratic, State which the people of Bangla 
Desh and the people of this subcontinent so 
ardently desire. I see in thi s decision the 
rising sun of history of th»t soil where men & 
women, having fought against overwhelming 
odds, are today marching forward with great 
confidence and courage to the cherished 
triumph of their goil. I extend to those people 
in the name of the Indian people our heartiest 
congratulations and solidarity in this struggle. 
This decision on the part of the Government 
is indeed the voice not of the Government 
alone, is the voice of every Indian, every 
patriot, and, if I may say so, every man who 
believes in freedom and democracy in the 
world. I do hope the decision that we have 
taken today will soon be shared by all others 
who cherish freedom, peace and progress. 
Once again I wish well of the people of 
Bangla Desh and congratulate all those who I 
made possible the decision of today. I look 
forward to the advancing forces of history. 
Yahya Khan is a force ot yesterday. He will 
be forced, doomed, to extinction, and we look 
forward to the forces of tomorrow rising 
buttressed by the decision in Bangla Desh for 
the sake of the people there and for the sake 
of mankind. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Yes, now the CPM 
Who will speak ?    Yes, Mr. Sanyal. 

SHRI    SASANKASEKHAR   SANYAI 
(West Bengal) : Mr. Chairman, Si; from this 
side I join in the felicitations an< 
congratulations showered upon the Prim 
Minister and through the Prime Minister 
extend all our respects to those who at 
fighting, those fighting people in our countr 
and in Bangla Desh, who have already lai 
down their lives and who are now prepare to 
lay down their lives at any moment. 

Sir, excuse me for a little digressio Sir, 
in 1947, when dear Indiraji's father w the 
interim Prime Minister, I was a humV. back-
bencher in the Congress benches in t Central 
Legislature when partition w accepted and   
conceded.    Sir, I went to I 
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Bhang i Colony to sec Mahatma Gandhi, I laid 
down my 'khadar' cloth there, cams back 
weeping and he also joined me in weeping and 
we shed teari. I came back baro-bodied, 
leaving my 'chadhar' and 'khadar' coat, saying 
that the Congress had committed a fraud at the 
top in Delhi and at tho bottem in my Bengal. 

Sir, thereafter I was not a very happy man. 
But, today I thank myself, I congratulate 
myself, that I am living today to see that that 
Pakistan is now dead. If there is any thing 
now, it is the ghost of Pakistan and if any 
thing is going to be haunted by that ghost, it is 
neither India  nor Bins la Desh nor any part of 
the other Pakistan, but it is the recalcitrant 
members of the UN Council and Assembly. 
Let them be haunted and haunted. Sir, our 
freedom will grow from precedent to 
precedent, from precedent, from Bangla Desh 
to Bangla Desh and I would expect only this 
from dear Indiraji—her father was my 
colleague and her grand father was my 
colleague and we worked together—that she 
should go on from stride to stride and let her 
see that the toiling people on all sides of the 
subcontinent really become happy under the 
flag which is now flashing and which is now 
waving and which is now flying over the 
house of Mrs. Indira Gandhi. 

SHRI THILLAI VILLALAN (Tamil 
Nadu) : On this day of rejoicing and jubilation, 
1 join with the feelings expressed by the 
leaders of different parties. I am taking this 
opportunity to congratulate our Prime 
Minister, Indira Gandhi (Interrupu-tions) She 
has proved that she is the greatest statesman, 
and at the same time, the greatest administrater 
in this world. {Interruptions) By recognizing 
Bangla Desh at the opportune time as she has 
often stated in this House. 

Sir, in the religious field we heard that 
Shakti is superior and more powerful than 
Sivan- Here in the political field also, she las 
proved that Shakti is supreme...(Inter-
upution). Further, Sir, I want to say in his 
connection that the hand that rocks the raddle 
now rocks the craddle of freedom a Bangla 
Desh,..(Interruption). With this old decision 
she has proved that she is the reatest   
statesman   in   this world—woman 

statesman in the world.... (Interruptions) 
Therefore, Sir, I congratulate her on this 
occasion. 

At the same time, I want to assure our 
whole-hearted support to this Government in 
all its furture actions in the warfare against 
Pakistan. 

Sir, I conclude by saying : Long Live 
Mujibur Rahman ! Long Live Bangla Desh ! 
Long Live Freedom Fighters in Bangla Desh ! 

SHRI A. K. A. ABDUL SAMAD (Tamil 
Nadu) : On behalf of my party and my own, I 
whole-heartedly welcome the decision of the 
Government to recognize Bangla Desh. Our 
entire nation has been demanding the 
recognition of Bangla Desh for the past several 
years. But the Government     has    taken     the     
right     decision, 
at   the      right     time ........    {Interruptions) 
I congratulate the Prime Minister and her 
Government, and want to reiterate again that 
the   Muslim   League  is one with 
the      entire      nation ........    (Interruptions) 
in supporting this noble decision of the 
Government in this hour of trial. 

Thank you. 
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SHRI A.D. MANI : Mr. Chairman, may I 
join my colleagues on this side as 1 as the 
other side of the House in :itating the Prime 
Minister on the great historic decision that 
she and the /emment has taken in 
recognising the 'eminent of  Bangla Desh ? 
I would  (ike 

to underline the significance of this recogni-
tion. For the first time, after the establishment 
of our Republic, we have taken a most foward 
step and have shown that our foreign policy is 
not an andemic policy, but it is an active and 
dynamie policy. Another significant aspect of 
this declaration is that the people of Bangla 
Desh have accepted as a goal of their policy 
'secularism'. In other words, the daughter of 
Shri Jawaharlal Nehru has given a death blow 
to the two-nation theory and the people of 
Bangla Desh have accepted the path of 
belonging to one human race. 

Sir, we have also shown that this 
country of ours with 547 million people, 
whom the New York Times has contempt- 
ously   described   as miserable  in  an 
editorial yesterday, can do much more for 
peace and justice, than great United Nations or 
the United States which calls for a free world. 

Sir, we have stood for justice and I thank 
Mrs. Gandhi for ensuring that our children and 
grandchildren will have peace for at least 
another 25 years and we will not be harassed 
by the irritations and hostilities of Pakistan. As 
a Newspaperman, wo are not supposed to 
indulge in hyporbelic phrases. We are critical 
of the public affairs but I will never conceal 
my opinion that when the history of these 
times come to be written, Mrs. Gandhi will be 
regarded as one of the greatest leaders of the 
country. 
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-J-[Hindi transliteration.] 
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On this occasion I also want to congra-
tulate the people and Government of the 
Soviet Union for their un-stinted support for 
the great cause we have taken up. I want to 
pay my tribute to the countless men and 
women who have laid down their lives for the 
cause of the freedom of Bangla Desh. Glory to 
the people of Bangla Desh, Glory to the 
people of India, glory to the freedom fighters 
of the world. Down with imperialism and 
down with the military junta. 

 

THE MINISTER OF    STATE IN   THE 
MINISTRY OF WORKS ATD HOUSING : 

(SHRI I. K. GUJRAL) : It is rather an unusual 
thing that I am getting up but I would like to 
share with this house a nostalgic memory that 
I have. Perhaps 1 am one of the very few 
persons—perhaps there is nobody else in this 
House-that I was present in that Muslim  
League Session 

at Lahore in 1940 when the Pakistan reso-
lution was adopted and I consider myself 
lucky that I am witnessing here the dissolution 
of that theory which was propounded in 
Lahore. 

DR. TRIGUNA SEN (West Bengal) : I am 
perhaps one of the happiest men in this world 
to-day. My heart is so full that I do not find 
any words to express my happiness. I offer my 
sincere-most congratulations to our leader. I 
knew that members of all the parties were 
pressing the Prime Minister to recognise Bangla 
Desh from the beginning. Also people from 
outside were putting pressure on her but she 
knows that from the beginning I was 
requesting her not to recognise at that moment 
because I felt that the youngmen and the 
peasantry of Bangla Desh wanted to fight their 
own battle to first knew what independence is 
and if we recognised them and confronted 
them with various problems then it would be 
difficult for them to tackle. I urged upon her 
that I have seen the boys and how they were 
fighting. I have seen the peasantry how they 
were training their boys and youngsters to fight 
for their freedom. I can tell hundreds of stories 
about their gallantry, their enthusiasm, etc. So I 
requested the Prime Minister not to recognise 
them but to help them to win their own 
freedom. I said : 'The time will come when you 
will be surprised when you will see that they 
are capable of maintaining their own freedom 
and only then you should recognise them'. I 
had my full faith in the leadership of the Prime 
Minister. The way she has dealt with the 
problem shows that she is the highest 
statesmen living 10-day. It is very easy to be a 
politician. The politicians from all the parties 
were pressing her hard to recognise. It is easy 
to be a politician but difficult to be a 
statesman. I have read the history and the 
biographies of many statesmen but I have never 
seen a statesman like the present Prime 
Minister. I am really very happy to-day. I 
congratulate her for this decision but I must 
want to remind the Members of this House that 
we will have to go a long way to see Bangla 
Desh settled. Thore are lots of problems inside 
Bangla Desh now. Thousands of people have 
been killed, lakhs of women have been raped, 
houses have been burnt and so many things 
have been done inside that it will take a long 
time for them to again rebuild. Wo have to 
bold hem 
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as a friendly brother, Wc have heard from 
our Prime Minister that want to that 
Government has said that they follow the 
objectives of democratic secularism and so 
on. It is not only th^ objectives, it is not only 
that they want that pattern 1 can say from 
examples how they practice. I had been to a 
village in the mouniains where 1400 of their 
boys were trained. They were just going 
inside on that night in groups. They had a 
small function and they had invited me 
because I was instrumental in starting that 
training came. They had boys who recited 
from Quran. There was another who recited 
from Bliagwad Gita. 

It was in such beautiful Sanskrit that I was 
surprised. Later oa [ asked him, where did you 
learn Sanskrit and what is our name ? He said, 
Nurullslam I said are you a Muslim and he 
replied I am a Bengali. He protested being 
called Hindu or Muslim. You will be surprised 
how tha villagers be- | have, the peasantry 
behave. A villager I came with a boy of 14 
years. He said, Sen Sahib, aapka naam suna : 
You take this boy and give him training so that 
he can go back and kill a Khan. And he 
himself wanted to go away and I asked him, 
why are you going ? He said I am going so that 
one of their bullets will be spent on me and 
thus I can save the life of another Young man. 
The whole people there are enthused. How do 
they fight ? Bare-badied, without any shoos, 
with only rice to eat and with rifle on their 
shoulders. We have seen many boys coming 
from there with bullet wounds asking for a 
doctor and asking to be bandaged as soon as 
possible so that they could get back again to 
fight. That was the courage, that was the 
difficulty through which they passed. I again 
think of those boys with whom I lived, 
thousands of them, from whom we get 
inspiration. At the same time I can tell you 
today ; there is no harm because we have 
recognised it, our jawans, our military officers 
who had the opportunity to mix with them 
said, "we are inspired by them. What our 
jawans take four years to learn these boys can 
learn within two days. They just handle all 
sorts of equipment as if it is mere play". That 
is the spirit, nobody can kill that spirit.  Today 
we are talking of secularism, democracy j and 
various other things but I must say that the 
thing uppermost in my mind to  day   is \ 

my sincerest congratulations to our leader, the 
Prime Minister. 

STATEMENT BY MINISTER 
REGARDING RELEASE OFAKALI  

DEMONSTRATORS 
THE MINISTER OF  STATE   IN   THE 

MINISTRY

OF        HOME    AFFAIRS/ 
(SHRI K. C. PANT) ; Sir, I rise to respond to 
the sentiments expressed by tha leader of the 
Akali Dal, shri Brar. Government have 
reviewed the cases of Akalis arrested as a 
result of their agitation over the management 
of Delhi Gurudwaras. The agitation was 
unfortunate. Government had made it clear in 
unmistakable terms that the Delhi Gurudwaras 
should be managed by the Delhi Sikhs 
themselves and the present temporary 
arrangements would be replaced as soon as 
possible. The necessary legislation is being 
drafted with the intention of introducing it in 
the current session of Palia-ment. In the 
meanwhile the situation has changed. Pakistan 
has committed aggression against India. A 
state of emergency has been declared. At this 
juncture the country expects all political 
parties to devote themselves single mindedly 
to the defence of the country. Like all other 
parties the Akalis also have a right to play 
their due rule in this hour of crisis and it is 
Government's desire that they should not be 
denied this honour and privilege. It is in this 
spirit that Government have decided to release 
immediately all the Akalis arrested as a result 
of their agitation. 

EATMENT   BY PRIME    MINISTERRE 
RECOGNITION OF BANGALADESH. 

SHRI B. D. KHOBRAGADE (Maha-
rashtra)    : On    this    happiest   occasion   I 
would also like to associate   myself with the 
sentiments and feelings expressed   by   Mem-
bers of this   House  and   to congratulate the 
Prime   Minister, Shrimati India Gandhi, for 
her   momentous  and   historir    decision   in 
according    recognition    to     Bangla   Desh. 
Only  the   other   day  I  had  expressed   the 
desire   and   appealed   to the Prime Minister 
that in view of the naked   aggression    perpj' 
trated by Pakistan against our country then 
should   be   no   further  delay   in   accord in 
recognition   to   Bangla   Desh.    I am happ to     
note   that  just  after    two   days     th Prime 
Minister, Shrimati  Indira Gandhi, h; taken   
this   bold   decision   and accorded  r 
cognition to   Bangla  Dssh,    Sir,   this   bo 


