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SHRI MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY:
I cannot answer that. This is a general
question which does not arise.

PLANTS FOR CONSUMER GOODS

¥391. DR, SALIG RAM:t
SHRI RAJENDRA PRATAP
SINHA: SHRI KALYAN ROY: SHRI
ARJUN ARORA: SHRI KRISHAN KANT:
Will the Minister of INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT/RIwfirs famra walt be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have taken any
steps to set up plants in the Public Sector to
produce fast selling consumer goods like
synthetic fibre, woollen goods, domestic
utensils, electrical gadgets, refrigera-' tors and
lamps; and

(b) if not, the reasons therefor?
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN

THEMINISTRY = OF  INDUSTRIAL
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DEVELOPMENT/

(SHRI GHANSHYAM OZA): (a)
Government have decided in principle that the
role of public sector should be expanded and
extended to new fields, including those
consumer industries in  which major
production gaps are likely to develop in com-
ing years. With this end in view, some
proposals for the manufacture of consumer
goods in the public sector are under
consideration and feasibility reports for some
of these items have been prepared. These re-
ports are under various stages of
consideration. A final selection of the
consumer industries to be taken up in public
sector has not been completed so far

(b) Doe; not arise.

tThe question was actually asked on the
floor of the House by Dr. Salig Ram.
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SHRI GHANSHYAM OZA: As I said,
certain items have been taken up and
feasibility reports are being prepared, and as
soon as they are ready, we will try to go into
them.

SHRI KRISHAN KANT: May I know from
the honourable Minister how long the
Ministry will take to decide upon the items?
Have they given and priority? Why is there so
much delay? Is it because of some pressure
from the monopolisms that they do not want
to go into it? Is that the reason why there is
delay?

SHRI GHANSHYAM OZA: There is no
question of being pressurised from any
quarters. We do not deviate from our policy.
We go according to a well-laid down policy.
As a matter of fact, we have already entered
into the field of a consumer goods. The
honourable Member will remember that we
are producing, for example, bread, modern
bread, at so many centres, we are producing
salt, we are producing drugs, we are produc-
ing watches. We have already entered into
consumer goods.

SHRI KRISHAN KANT: Before the
Question Hour is over you must reply by what
time the report will be ready.

SHRI GHANSHYAM OZA: These reports
are being studied, feasibility reports are being
prepared . . .

SHRI KRISHAN KANT: How long will it
take?

SHRI GHANSHYAM OZA: 1 cannot say;
as early as possible, and consistent with our
resource. That should also be taken note of.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question Hour is over.



