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(b) Availability of steel is at present well
below the demand therefor and till the
availability improve it would not be possi-
ble to meet in full the demands of various
units, whether in the small scale or large
scale sector. However, in order to ensure
that the material earmarked for small scale
units reaches genuine actual users, it has
been decided to channel despatches of steel
from steel plants to small scale units
through the respective State Small Scale
Industries Corporations as far as possible.

Units in the Small Scale Sector have also
been extended a liberal policy for importing
steel.]
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T{AGREEMENT WITH BRiTisSH GOVERNMENT
REGARDING DURGAPUR STEEL PLANT

948. SHRI SURAJ PRASAD : Wwill
the Minister of STEEL AND MINES/

FEQIT WIT GIH AT be pleased to state :

(a) whether itis a fact that Govern-
ment have signed an agreement with the
British Government in regard to the Durga-
pur Steel Plant, if so, what are the outiines
of the agreement ; and

(b) what are the benefits which will
be derived by both the countries through
this agreement] ?
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f[THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES/

BEqIF WYX @A ®ATGT W USY WA
(SHRI SHAH NAWAZ KHAN): (a) and
(b) The Hon’ble member is probably refer-
ring to an exchange of letters that took
place on 12 8.71 between the Government
of India and on behalf of the Government
of U.K. concerning British Technical Assis-
tance to the Durgapur Steel Plant.

According to the exchange of Jetters,
the Government of U.K. has agreed to pro-
vide further technical assistance to the
Durgapur Steel Plant in India over a two
year period commencing from October,
1971. The Government of the United
Kingdom will allocate sums not exceeding
£5,00,000 from the funds available for
British Technical Assistance under the
Colombo Plan to cover the sterling cost of

this technical assistance.

The essence of the technical assistance
programme is a succession of short term
task-oriented visits by experts drawn from
British Industry.
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This programme will provide Durgapur
Steel Plant with expert technical advice to
resolve a number of critical technological
problems facing the Plaat.]

TREATY WITH THAILAND

. 949. SHRI DEV DATT PURI :
SHRI K. L. N. PRASAD :
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL

AFFAIRS/FETQEI' RS be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that India and
Thailand are currently negotiating the pros-
pects of signing a long term friendship
treaty ;

(b) if so, what are the main features of
the proposed trealy ; and

(c) when the treaty is likely to be
signed ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS/
fadwr  w®egrAag ® FI-WEHD  (SHRI
SURENDRA PAL SINGH): (a) The
Governments of Tndia and Thailand have
currently under consideration the draft of
a Treaty of friendship, commerce and
navigation.

(b) As the draft treaty is under the
active consideration of both Governments,
it is not desirable to give details at this
stage.

(¢) Government hopes that agreement
will be reached in the near future
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+{FACILITIES TO LABOURERS ENGAGED
IN STONE BREAKING

950. SHRIJ. P. YADAV : Will the
Minister of LABOUR AND REHABILI-
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TAT[ON/ a7 [T gaa‘h /7St be pleased
to state the action that Government pro-
rose to take for extending the same faci-
lities which are enjoyed by the mine
workers to the labourers engaged in stone-
breaking at Pakur, Santhal Pargana in
Bihar] ?
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#{THE MINISTER OF LABOUR AND

REHABILITATION/SI® ST gaafa sy
(SHRI R. K. KHADILKAR) : A proposal
for the setting up of a Common Welfare
Fund which will cover the Workers em-
ployed in certain mining industries, includ-
ing stone quarries, is under the consideration
of Government. The details of the pro-
posal are being worked out.]
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H{RESTRICTIONS ON HINDUS IN WESTERN
S1ALKOT

951. SHRI SURAJ PRASAD : Will
the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS/
fa3n H71 be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that in Western
Sialkot heavy restrictions have been im-
posed on Hindus recently by Pakistani
Government ; and

lay

+[ 1 English translation.



