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(b) the Governmeant of India have been in
constant touch with the Government of Ceylon
to safeguard the interesis of Indian nationals

affected by these measure..
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Will the Minister of STEEL AND MI‘.\ZF.S/
zeqr 317 @A HAT he pleased o State :

(a} whether the Committee appointed to go
into the cases of roof collapse at the Stesl Melt-
ing Shop at Rourkela has submitted its report
to Goverament ; and

(1) if sn, the findings of the  Commistes and
the action taken/proposcd to be

taken hy
Gosernment thereon ?

THE MINISTER OT STELL AND MINES/

Teqrd  HIT W HAY (SHRI S, MOHAN
KUMAR \NIANG AL AM; : (a) Yes, Sir,

PR\SAD

(h) A Statement is 1aid on the Tahle of the
Hous>.

STATEMINT

Findings of the Committee

Racom nndatios ol th>

. Com nitiee

A tioa taken by the
Sovernment

The Committee has comec to
the ‘ollowing important conclu-
sions @

(a) There was a similar
accident but on a much smaller
scale in 19635 although {ollow-
ing the report of the Enquirv
Committee set up on that occa-
sion some instructions for the
maintenance of the buaildings
were issued, mno definite and
detailed follow-up action was
taken,

(bY The procedure laid down
for cleaning of roofs and remov-
ing the iron dust deposited on
the 8. M. S. roof was not en-
tirely satisfactory.

{c) The cleaning of the
Steel Melting Shops roof as
not adequately supervised.,  The
Contractor dil not employ a
sufficient number of labourers
nor did he perform his task in
accordance with the contract.
This was mainly responsible for
the collapse of the roof.

(d) There was no set pro-
cedure or agency for inspe.tion
of huildings and stiuctures.

The majnr
tions are :

recommenda-

(a) A regular inspection
system must be established
for perioaical inspection of
all buildings, galleries etc. in
all Steel Plrus. The peti-
odicity and responsibilities
for maintcnance  must he
fixed and  specified. All
standing structures (in parti-
cular the SMS buwiding)
must be thoroughly checked
and strengthened, wherecer
reqired.

(b) Perfonmance reports of
important items where large
capital investments are made
should be submitted within
a period of one year after
commissioning.  hese should
indicate the performance in
tmims of capacity and finan-
c12] justification.

{¢) 1he dleaning of the
roof is best done department-
ally, as 1t would be easier
to exercise conttol and to
ensure that there is no negli-
genee in this respect,

The findings and recom-
mendations of the Technical
Imquiry  Committee have
been accepted by Govern-
ment, Chairman, HSIL has
heen asked to take necessary
action acamst all those held
responstble by the Committee
lov the conditions leading to
the accident. He has also bren
requested to take necessary
steps to enswie that the tech-
nological and managerial de-
ficiencies pointed out by the
Committee are remos ~d and
necessarv safety  checks are
undertaken not  onlv in
Rourkela but also in the
other Steel Plants of HSL.
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Tindings of the Comumittee

[ 19 NOV. 197! ]

Recommendations of the
Commitie»

to Questions

Action taken by the

Government

(ev A gas cleaning plant for
the L. D. Converters was mstal-
led in 1967/69 at a cost of
Rs. 1.2 crores to picvent pollu-
tion of the atmospherc. Al
though the guarantee tests were
preformed and found satisfac-
tory, the plant was not hept
ruaning  {or alleged lack ol
manpower and some runor
mechanical  difficulties.  Had
this Plant  been in «peiation
the dust deposited on the 100!
would have been practically nil.
As this was not a production
uiit sufficient  attentron was not
paid to thus matter

(t) The collapse of the 100t
was brought about by ovetload-
ing.  This was caused ecause
of heavy accumulation of dust
on the 1000 nearest to the LD
converters particularly on  the
wonitor.  The densivy of U
dust incteased by aboutr 259,
during the heavy rainfall on
the nigsht of 11712 July. "Lhere
was also choking of drains and
downtake pipes as a result of the
Commission to clean the roof
propetly. This also countribu-
ted o the overloading of the
structure. A1l thus resulted in
the collapse of the monitor roof,
which, in tuin damaged a roof
¢olumn and caused the disaster 11
the manner in which it occutied.

(g) The LD Plant and bwld-
ings were designed and erected
by Messis VOEST of AUSIRIA
on a turn-key basis. The Dbuild-
me was desizned according o
German Specilicatir n DTN 1050.
Although the 100l was designed
to take a live load of 39 Ke/sq.
metre and a4 point load of 1C0
Ke. at the wuost location, 1t
could take a much higher load
ol about 120 Kg/sq. meter with-
out the pomt load.

(h) The meallurgseal  tests
conducted on the samples {rom
collapsed roof structuie showed
that rimming quality steel had
been used 1 the roof structure
which is pranitted in  German
Specification  DIN 17100 (St,
37, The collapse  of the
cructure was due however, to
overloadine diue to the dust on
the 1oof and not to the quahiin
of steel.

{d) A suvey should he
made of the plint and equip-
ment hving 1dle in all Steel
Plants and steps taken to
recommission thesc.

fe) The  management-
labour 1etatior ship should be
improved.

{f) To enable the Geneial
Manager to de otc more time
to his puma'y tesponsibi-
lity of getting the maxi-
mam oulput of steel, ke
should Le relieved of ceriain
dircct  1espoasibilities  ty
reorganisine a1d 1ntroducing
one or two s 'nior officers of
approptiate  grades under
him.




