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stating that any new refinery which is po-
mg to be opened should be located in
Madhya Pradesh, because Madhya Pradesh
is devoid of any important Central pro-
ject?

SHRI PRAKASH CHAND B. SETHI:
Yes, Sir, I have reccived a representation
from Gwalior particularly, but as I have
pointed out, as far as the location of any
1efinery 1s concerned, it will be decided on
the basis of a techno-cconomic survey and
at a point where it would be most ccono-
mical.

OIL EXPLORATION IN 1HF COUNTRY
*357. SHRI LOKNATH MISRA:
SHRI K. C. PANDA:}
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM AND

CHEMICALS! §ifeaw  #itc wamm Aat

be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government of India
have formulated plans for oil exploiation
to meet the urgent need of crude in, the
country; and

(b if so, the details (hcicof?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND CHE-

MICALS/Gfan  #ic  Tongw Harad
# IqEE (SHRI DALBIR SINGHj: (a)

and (b) A statement is lnid on the Table of
the House

SEAIMLNT

The work of oil exploration in the
county is being carried our mainly by
the Ojl and Natural Gas Commission Oil
India Limited operates ceitain concessional
areas in  Assam. Both these organisations
have drawn up long term plans for inten-
siication of their exploration and produc-
tion acbivities.,

2. Under the ten-vear plan (1969-70—
1978-70), of ONGC exploratory surveys of
various prospective areas which have not
been covered will be undertaken; also
further geophysical surveys of some of thc
arcas already covered will be carried out
using improved field techniques and data-

processing methods, with the object of
locating structures favourable for oil/gas
accumulations.

3 A detailed techno-economic study of
the oil and gas potential in the country is
being made jointly by the Commission and
a team of Soviet cxperts. The exploration
is  being cxtended to cover areas like
Tripura where large oil/gas accumulations
are prognosticated even though drilling

+The question was actually asked on the
floor of the House bv Shri K. C. Panda,
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conditions and logistics may be difficult.
Exploration is also being extended to the
offshore areas and drilling is proposed (o
be carried out in the Gult of Cambay and
the deep waters of the Arabian sca off
the West Coast.

4. Oil India Limited's Five-Year Plan
(1970—74)  provides for  cxploration  m
Kusijan/Jorajan areas of Assamm and in

Nimngiu arca of NEFA.

SHRI K. C. PANDA: From the state-
ment it appears that the Government s
engaged in exploratory surveys. I want to
know from the Minister whether they
have a plan for the exploration and pro-
duction of oil in the country and whether
they have fixed up a target date by which
India will be able to stop imports of oil
from outside.

SHRI PRAKASH CHAND B. SETHI:
We have a plan, not only a Five Year Plan,
but a ten-year plan which is continuously
under revision. As far as oil exploration is
concerned. . . .

SHRI K. C. PANDA: Tt may he five
years or ten veairs, but there must be
some target date fixed by the Government.

SHR! PRAKASH CHAND B. SETHI:
How can that be in a nmatter where every-
thing depends upon the striking  of  oil?
Sometimes, in spite of our best efforts, It
is not possible to strike oil whereby we
would Dbe self-sufficient. It is likely that if
we are able to strike oil at Bombay High,
we 1ay be able to Dbecome self-sufficient
the day we can locate a good source of
oil. In a place like Aliabet where we have
been drilling we have net been able to
commercially establish the location of oil.
It is likely that it may be infructuous.
Thetrefore, all possible efforts to locate oil
inshote and oftshore are being made. We
\are trying our best to find new sources of
oil. As far as oil production is concerned,
we are certainlv increasing it.  This vear
it is likely to be in the range of 7.15 mil-
lion tonnes and it is hoped, on the basis
of the available resoures, that we would
he reaching 8.5 million tonnes by 1973-74,

SHRI K. C. PANDA: May I know whe-
ther with all the technical ability of our
technicians in the country  the Ministry
has been able to develop technical ability
so that we may not depend on foreign
countries for exploration work?

SHRY PRAKASH CHAND B. SETHI:
As far as oil technology is concerned I
would Tike certainly to point out that our
technicians and engineers have done a
very good job in exploration and also as
far as the finding out oil is concerned. But
I would like to point out, for example, as
far as offshore drilling is concerned, it is
a new fechnique, it is a new technology
where we are not so mudh  frained;  to
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the extent wherever necessary we have to
take foreign technology and the help of
toreign techmicians  T'hat 1s why as far
as the Bombay High 1s conceined we have
taken help from Mitsu Bishy to construct
Jackup platform As far as drillmg 1s con
cerned, because we are not expert 1n the
technology of  drilling in sea, theicfore,
the contrtact has been  awaided to  the
Amciicans  As far as nland dulling 18
concerned and also search for ol 1s con
cerned, apart from what we are getting as
expertise  fiom the USSR most of the
work 1s done by Indian technicians

SHRI BALACHANDRA MENON May I
know whether a study has been made re
garding the offshore o1l deposits near
Cochin, and I would like to know whether
any attempt has been made to find out
the extent of o1l deposits in the Cauvery
Basin,

SHRI PRAKASH CHAND B SFTHI
As far as search for o1l in the Cauvery
Basin 15 concerned, we have conducted
cortamn dulling and scarch 1s gomng on  As
far as offshore drilling 15 concerned I
think unless the Bombty High oyperinent
succeeds T do not think we are mn 1 position
to take up more work as far as sea explo
11tion 1s concerned,

SHRI A G KULKARNI May I know
whether 1t 1s not a fact that the o1l ex
ploration, though being taken up very
vigorously v not showing any sign of re
ducing the foreign imports which are to
the extent of Rs 100 crores, and whether
the Government would put n more
monev in 1esearch and development through
the O1l and Natural Gas Commission
where our technicians have shown their
capacity  to  cexploe oil  and  whether
Government will depend more and more on
indigenous  technology than on  foreign
technology?

SHRI PRAKASH CHAND B STTHI
It 15 not correct to say or rather it 1s not
apprccaated properly that the o1l produc
tion, the crude o1l production n India
has gone wup It has certainly gone up,
but the demand at the same time has gonc
up Therefore as far as mmport of crude
18 concerned 1t 1s certainly increasing, but
it 15 a question of locating more otl and
1f we axe able to find moie o1l, certainly
to that extent imports would be reduced

As  far as the utilisation of Indian
technology 1s concerned, I have pointed out
that except for the Bombay High where
we are having foreign technology most of
the work 1s far as the Oil and Natural
Gas Commussion 15 concerned 15 donc by
Indian technicrans, but certainly to some
cxtent we have taken the help and gm
dance of the Russian team which s at
present working in India

[RAJYA SABHA]
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WRITTEN ANSWIRS TO QUESTIONS

UNSUITABILITY Or RostuM CRUDL TOR PRO
CESSING IN THF RITINiRy

*354 SHRI KL N PRASAD Wil the
Minister of PLTROLEUM AND CHEMI

CALS/§fimm ¥IX W@ a  Helt

be pleased to statc

(a) whether 1t 15 a fact that the Cochin
refinery has found that the Rostum Crudc
obtained from Iran 15 unsuitable for pro
cessing 1n the refincry

(b) if so, what arc the reasons for the
same,

(c) what 1s the price at which the
Cochin Refinery mmported the crude,

(d) whether the necgotiations between the
refinery and the CI'P to bring down the
prices hve tailled and whether the Co
chin Refinery has decided to continue the
negotiated price, and

(e) 1f so, what were the reasons for
not obtamning the supply of ciude from
other sources?

THE MINISTER OI' PFTROLFUM

AND CHEMICALS /g i Tamm welt
(SHRI PRAKASH CHAND B SFTHIT) (a)
to (e) A statement ;s laid on the Table of
the Sabha

STATEMENT

(a) and (b) Yes Sir The test runs of
Rostam crude conducted at Cochin Re
finery showed 1t to be unsuitable for this
rcfinery for the following reasons

(1) laige 1eduction 1n  cude charge
capacity and therefore higher losses,

(i) overworking of
ment

crude umit equip

(1) major changes would haic (0o he
made to the crude tower and equipment

(1v) crude  transportation and

storage
losses would be higher,
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(v) dislocation 1n the
gramme

(¢) In  accordance with the agreement
between Codun Refineties Ltd  and  total
Intanational  (a subsidiarv of  CEFP) of
20th June 1970 crude price was US $ 126
pa barrel As a  tesult of ncrease 1n
taxes by the Iraman Govcrnment, this
was rawsed approxmmately bv 68 cents per
baricl (totalling to % 1328 per barrel)
with cffcct from 18th November 1970
This price was again raised for the same
reasons by appioximately 27 cents per
barre] (totalling to $ 160 per barrel) with
cffect from 132 1971 for thc  partcular
gravity of crude used by the Company

(d) Cochin Refineries Ltd have agreed

to the 1increased piices It has been dead
ed to watch the situation and there will

€xpansion pro

be further  ncgotiations 1 September
October 1971

(c) Does not arise

*358 [Transferred to the 18th  June,

1971 ]
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T[MALNUTRITION AMONG CHILDREN
*359 SHRI SUNDARMANI PATEL

SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD MA
THUR
Will the Mimister of HEALTH AND

TAMILY PI ANNING eaqmesd it aftant
ﬁl‘!ﬂﬂﬂ ﬂa‘\ be pleased to state

(a) whether Government have made any
assessment durtng the last one year or so
with regard to the malnutrition among
the children 1n the country

1] 1 English translation



