
RAJYA SABHA [7 December, 2004] 

Integration of Buddhist Places 

560. SHRI PYARIMOHAN MOHAPATRA: Will the Minister of 
TOURISM be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are contemplating to integrate the Buddhist 

places of interest in Orissa like Ratnagiri, Lalitgiri and Udaygiri, known as 

Diamond Triangle, with Gaya-Sanchi Circuit and to project them as a 

package in Buddhist market; and 

(b) if not, the reasons therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM 

(SHRIMATIRENUKACHOWDHURY): (a) and (b) As a matter of policy, it 

is the primary responsibility of the State Governments and Union Territory 

Administrations to identify and integrate tourist places in a circuit including 

Buddhist places of interest in the country. Nevertheless, the Ministry of 

Tourism, Government of India projects the Buddhist sites in India by way of 

printing of tourist literature, participating in trade and consumer shows in the 

overseas market. To give a boost to the Buddhist market, the Ministry of 

Tourism on 17—19 February, 2004, where Buddhist Spiritual leaders, monks, 

scholars, etc. from the Buddhist countries participated. 

The Buddhist Circuit project comprising of Ratnagiri, Udayagiri, Lalitgiri 

and Langudi in Orissa has been sanctioned for Rs. 736.717 lakh to the State 

Govt, in the current financial year. 

Development of tourist spots in Kerala 

561. SHRI ABDUL WAHAB PEEVEE: Will the Minister of TOURISM 
be pleased to state: 

(a) what specific projects are under Government's consideration to 

develop more tourist sports in Kerala in the near future to attract more 

tourists; and 

(b) if so, the locations identified and the amount likely to be spent on 

them? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM 

(SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY): (a) and (b) Development and 

promotion of tourism is primarily the responsibility of the State 

Governments/ UT Administrations. However, the Ministry of Tourism 

provides central financial assistance to them for setting up infrastructural 

facilities etc. at important tourist sites. 
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