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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRIAL DEVE-
LOPMENTsiteitfrs e 6 7wR@ wall
(SHRI GHANSHYAM OZA) (@ A
comparison of the ex-factory prices of cars
manufactured in the country with those
produced in Europe is not possible as the
models of the car currently under production
in the country are no longer produced
abroad. It is, however, a fact that the
prices of cars produced in India are some-
what higher than the prices of comparable
models of cars produced in foreign coun-
tries.

(b) to (d) No specific survey or studies to
investigate into the basic causes of high
prices of Indian cars have been undertaken,
but the subject has been covered in the
cost investigations carried out by the Tariff
Commission during the years 1967 and 1968
and by the Car Prices Inquiry Commission
during the year 1970. The main reasons
for the high cost of production of cars in
the country include the low volume of pro-
duction, the higher prices of plant and
machinery, the higher costs of production
of components, the higher prices of raw
materials and the higher incidence of taxa-
tion.

S1. {Transferred to the st June, 1971].

SURVEY ON SECUNDRABAD-NADIKUDE LINE

52. SHRI V.B. RAJU : Will the
Minister of RAILWAYS/%q niaft be

pleased to state :

(a) whether the survey which was under-
taken by Government to connect Secundra-
bad with Nadikude on the South Central
Railway has been completed; and

X (b) if so, the time by when the construc-
tion of the line is expected to be taken up?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS/¥ 6at

(YSHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA) (a)
es.

(b) The survey reports are, at present,
under the examination of the Railway
Board. A decision regarding the construc-
tion of this project will be taken after the
examination of the reports is completed.

{RAJYA SABHA}
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F[STATEMENT BY CHAIRMAN, ENGINEERING

ASSOCIATION OF INDIA REGARDING

ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION IN
ENGINEERING INDUSTRY

*53. SHRI MAN SINGH VARMA :
Will the Minister of INDUSTRIAL

DEVELOPMENT/siyeitfis fasra  wait
be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that the Chair-
man of the Engineering Association of
India, Shri Satya Pal has recently stated
that there could be an additional produc-
tion of the order of Rs. 500 crores per year
if the engineering industry is allowed to
work to its full production capacity; and

(b) if so, what is the reaction of Govern-
ment and what steps are being taken by
them in this regard?]
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HTHE MINISTER GO STATE IN THE |
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRIAL DEVE-\
LOPMENT/#tenfirs fasma sarera § Ty Jalt

(SHR! GHANSHYAMBHAI QOZA) : @)

Shri Satya Pal, inter alia, mentioned that

there is scope to increase production of
engineering industries.

(b) With a view to encourage production,
Government have liberalised the licensing
policy according to which units having an
investment of less than Rs. one crore are
exempted from licensing, subject to certain
conditions. Government have also abolished
and ‘Banned’ list of Industries for purpose
,of industrial licence. They are also taking/
contemplating further liberalisation of im-
port policy, particularly in respect cf capital
goods.]

BAN ON STRIKES ON NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

54, SHRI T.V. ANANDAN : Will the-
Minister of RAILWAYS/Z® wat be

pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that an order
banning strikes on the North Fastern
Railway under the Essential Services Main-
tenance Act was promulgated by Govern-
ment on the 18th April, 1971; and

(b) if so, the results achieved thereby?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS/3w wafy

(SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA) {a)
Yes.

(b) Railway staff posted in Garhara-
Barauni area suddenly struck work from
25-3-1971. The illegal stoppage continued
even after an appeal was made by the
Minister for Railways on 7th April, 1971,
Therefore, a notification under the Essen-
tial Services Maintenance Act, 1968 was
issued on 18th April, 1971 banning strikes
on the North Eastern Railways as a pre-
ventive measure so that this illegal strike
might not spread to other areas as also to
enable effective action being taken against
the persons, who were preventing the large
body of willing workers through intimida-

tion. The strike was called off on 27-4-1971. |
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PLAN FOR CONVERSION OF METRE GAUGE

LINE INTO BRrRoOAD GAUGE

55.  SHRI N.K. KRISHNAN :
SHRI M.V. BHADRAM :

DR.Z.A. AHMAD :

SHRI S.A. KHAJA MOHIDEEN :
the Minister of RAILWAYS/
be pleased to state :

will
T walt

(a) whether it is a fact that Government
have prepared a perspective plan for the
conversion of metre gauge tracks into broad
gauge in the country;

(b) if so, what are the details thereof;
and

(c) what is the esimtated cost of the plan?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS/

IF |l (SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA) :
{a) to (c) A perspective plan for the conver-
sion to Broad Guage of about 3200 Knis. of
some of the arterial high density metre
gauge routes in the country in the next
10 to 15 years at a cost of about Rs. 230
crores has been prepared. A list of these
sections is attached (See statement below).
The lines to be actually converted and their
order of priority will be finalised after
surveys and economic studies are com-
pleted and the reports thereon are examined
from all angles and conversion of the line
is found to be justified.

STATEMENT

S. Name of Scctions

1 Varanasi-Bhatni-Gorakhpur.

2 Barabanki-Gonda-Gorakhpur
cluding parallel B.G.
Barabanki and Gonda).

(in-

line between

3 Viramgam-Okha-Porbandar.

4 Guntakal-Bangalore {including parallel
B.G. line between Guutakal and Dhar-

mavaram).

5 Bongaigaon-Gauhati.

1 1 English translation.




