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SETTING UP OF REFINERY IN THE NORTH
WEST :RN REGION

1,27. SHRI K. SUNDARAM : Will the
Minister of PETROLEUM AND CHEMI
CALS AND MINE: AND METALS be plea-
sed to state :

(a) whether th' expert team appointed by the
Government to study the feasibility o( setting
up a refinery fir the north western region have
submitti d th-ir feasibility report ;

(b) if so, the sail nt feolures of the recom-
mendations made b) the study team ; and

(c) the decision if any, taken by the
Government in the matter ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PE TROLEUM AND CHE-
MICALS AND NOST-FERROUS METALS
(SHRI D. R. CHAVAN) : (a) Government have
not appointed my expsrt team to study the
feasibility of sett 1g up a refinery for north
westorn region.

(b)and (¢) Do ofarise.

CONSUMPTION OF | LECTRIOITY OF
REepPuBLIC DAY

128. SHRI DEV DATT PURI : Will the
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY PLAN-
NING AND WORKS, WORKS, HOUSING
AND URBAN DE\ ELOPMENT be pleased to
state :

(a) the amount f electricity consumed on
the last Republic Day celebrations and the
rehearsals prior to tl at ; and

(b) what were the reasons for not doing
anything to consenl ctric power for use in
needed sectors ?

THE MINISTER OF WORKS, HOUSING
AND URBAN DEVI.LOPMENT (SHRI I. K.
GUJRAL) : (a) Tl ss s-red value of electricity
consumed is Rs  17,5(17.

(b) Dompared to previous year, the illu-
minati >n time was r duced by one hour this
year to conserve electric power.
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CAUSES FOR DEFECTS IN EYES

129. SHRI N. R. MUNISWAMY : Will the
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
PLANNING be pleased to state :

(a) whether his attention has been drawn to
a news item appearing in the Statesman of 21st
January, 1971 that Dr. L. P. Aggarwal,
Organizing Secretary of the National Society
for the Prevention of Blindness and Secretary
General of the All India Ophthalmologic®
Society has stated that "medical profession
connected with ophthalmology is of the view
that children who start reading and writing
before attaining; the age are likely to develop
defects in their eyes"; and

(b) if so, what is the reaction of Govern-
ment thereto?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY
PLANNING (SHRI A. K. KISKU) : (a) Yes.
The unanimous view expressed at the
subsequent symposium held recently was that
children should not be permitted to strain their
eyes for reading and writing before attaining
the age of five years as otherwise they are
likely to develop defects in their eyes. As such,
till the age of 5 years, teaching in Kinder
Gartens should only be through the Audio-
visual aids.

(b) This is a matter for further examination
by die Education Ministry who are being
addressed in the matter.
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