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THE MINISTER OF REVENUE AND
EXPENDITURE IN THL MINISTRY
OF FINANCEF (SHR! VIDYA CHARAN
SHUKLA) The hon Membet destres to
know —

(1) the Central Govt industrial Under-
takings which worked below 759% of
therr nstalled capacity 1 1969-70,

() the actual nstalled capacity of
these undertakings during 1969-70,

(n1) re-assessment of capacity indicating
varniations and

(1) hkely date of achieving production
at full capacity

The details with 1egard  to items (i) to
(1) are given in the satatement attached
[See Appendix LXXIV, Annexure No 93]

As regards (iv), 1t 1s not possible to give
a precise answer as opttimum production
1» dependent upon a number of factors
Iike availability of critical raw materals &
components satisfactory labour condi-
tions development of necessary shills and
technical support adequate demand etc

12 Noon

CALLING ATTENTION TO A MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

REPORTID FALL IN THE LEVIL OF THE
BHAKRA RESIRYOIR

SHRI M K MOHTA (Rajasthan)
Sir, 1 beg to call the attention of the Minister
of Irngation and Powdr to the reported fall
in the level of the Bhakra reservoir resulting
m the possibility of the Nangal Fertilizer
project being forced to stop its operation
due to power shortage

[MR Deputy CH IRMAN 1n the chair]

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THF
MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION AND
POWER (PROF SIDDHESHWAR PRA-
SAD) Mr Deputy Chatrman Sit,
due to poot n-flons into the Bhakia Re-
servoir, the reservoll has filled up only
to 65°, of the normal full capac'ty The
levelof the reservoir on 14th Decembei,
1970 was 1588 36 feet as compated to
1633 91 feet on the same day last year
With the present low level of the reservon,
the water releases have to be adjusted during
the depletion period beginning from 15th
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December, 1970, up to June 1971 so as to
provide for Rabi uiigation requirements
and to mamntain a sustained power output
during this period Therefore, the outflow
of water from Bhakra reservoir has been
reduced from 15 000 cusecs to 11,000 cusecs
from midnight of 14th December 1970
In consequence the generation from Bhakra
Complex would be reduced from 13 5
mullion units per day to 10 4 million umts
per day This shoitage of about 3 million
units per day would 1esult 1y reduction 1n
power availlablity from Bhakra to the
beneficiary States

bl
z

In ordet to make up the power shor-
tage to the extent possible, the following

measures have been tahen —

() Power supply from Bhakra to the
Nangal Fertiliser Factory has been reduced
from about 3 00 mtllion units per day to
23 million units per day

(1) The off take by DESU from Bhakra
has been reduced from 103 mullion
units per day to 085 mulhon units pet
day

() Arrangements have been made
for DESU and Chambal-Stapuia Systems
1o provide relief to the extent of 1 1 million
units per day

The above measures would reduce the
shortage of 3 million units per day to about
1 0 mullion units per day As Haryana and
Rajasthan get power from other soutces
also the shortage due to Bhakra in these
States will not be significant In Punjab
the shortage will result in a power cut of
229% To make up this steps are bemg taken
Additional diesel generating sets both in-
digenous and impoited ate bemng procured
and these sets are expected lo be progressi-
vely comnussioned from Apnl 1971 on-
wards to give a benefit of about 0 5 nulhion
units pet day Besides steps are being taken
to accelerate the commissioning of the Fifth
Unit of 55MW at the Indraprastha Power
Statton m Delhi to increase the availabihity
of power to the extent of 10 mulion units
per day 1n the fitst quarter of 1971

3 The restrictions mmposed on power
supply to Nangal Fertiliser would not
result m s closure The output, however,
at the Nangal Fertiliser Factory will be
reduced to about 2/3rd of its normal pro-
duction capacity to that power avatlability
to othet consumers 1n the Bhakra
Service Area 1s increased while at the same
time maintaining essential production 1n
{)];c Nangal Factory to the extent practica-

e
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SHRI M. K. MOHTA . Sir, the famine
of electric power in the northern region
in general and Pungab in particular 1s
nothing new E en at present there is a
power cut of 10 per cent on the agricul-
tunsts and indust 1ahsts During the pertod
July-October, 19 0, thts area had suffered
electric power cu of the order of 40 per
cent with the result that production am-
ounting to Rs 05 crotes was lost con-
sisting of Rs 25 crores 1n agriculture and
Rs 80 crores in industiy

Now, Sir, th present power cul 1n

Punjab amounts o 10 per cent and accord- |

ing to the hon Mimnister 1t will have to
be stepped up tc 22 per cent in order to
meet the generat on shortfall, but accord-
ing to the calcul. (togs made by the Punjab
Government the cut would have to be 30
per cent ;m ordc to absotb this There-
fore, my first question to the hon Minister
1s  Since the N ngal Fertiliser Factory 1s
taking up as much as 23 per cent of the
present generatio 1 of power 1n the Bhakra
Nangal complex will 1t not be advisable
to close down th Nangal Fertiliser Factory
and make this p »wer available to the agri-
culturists and he small-scale, medium-
scale and large- cale industrialists of the
State, particular! when the fertiliser situ-
ation 1n the cour try is comfortable and the
closure of the f rtiliser factory at Nangal
would not mea any undue hardship to
the agricultuniste 1f 1t 1s closed for a short
pertod of two nonths or so ? So, the
closure ot this f. ctory would mean a loss
m production «f Rs 52 lakhs whereas
if the entire 30 per cent cut is imposed
on the agriculttists and 1ndustilalists of
.the State the lcss would amount to Rs
40 crores So 1 would be in the national
terest to sacril ce the production of Rs
52 lakhs 1 the Yangal factory rather than
having a loss ¢! Rs 40 crores over the
entire agricultwral and industrial sector
That 1s my first juestion to which I would
like to have the reply of the hon Mins-
ter.

PROF SIDDHESHWAR PRASAD -
Sir, as I have mde clear in the statement,
we are making every effort to meet the
power shortage in Punmjab I have also
made 1t clear n the statement that due
to scanty ramnf..l in the Bhakra reservoir
catchment area there 1s not enough water
for more power generation in the Bhakra
system FEven then we have taken all
other steps for meeting this power short-
4ge.

1t has been s iggested by the hon Mem-
ber that we shculd close down the Nangal
Fertiliser Facto y Even if we close down
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this factory it would not meet the whole
power shortage in that area While we
ar¢ 1mposing a 22 per cent power cut in
Punjab, the power cut in the fertiliser fac-
tory is about 40 per cent, and we shall see
that, wherever economically feasible, we
will try and make every possible eflort to
make powct available

SHRIM K MOHTA Sir, my question
has not been answered 1n 1ts essence
After all, my point was that there 1s a com-
fortable fertiliser position m the couniry
and the closure of the factory for two
months or so would not affect the
agriculturists and the 23 per cent of
the power that 1s bemng generated and
bemng consumed by this factory can
be consumed by hundreds of small-scale
industrialists and agrrculturists

My second question to the hon Minis-
ter 1s, whether note i taken of the require-
ment of power 1 this area over a pertod
of, say, five or ten yeats from now It
has been estimated by the Power autho-
1ities of the respective States that power
shortage 1n the States would increase to
363 MW 1n 1970-71 and would go on mn-
creasing every year to 687 MW in 1979-80.
So, what are the long-term plans of the
Government to augment the power supply
m this area ? Is the Government going
to locate two atomic power plants of 200
MW ecach as has been demanded by the
northern Statcs because hydro-electric re-
sources there have more or less 1eached
theirr saturation point and more hydro-
electric power cannot be generated there ?
If so, I want to know whether the Govern-
ment would announce a long-term plan
including the nstallation of these atomic
power plants in that area

PROF SIDDHESHWAR PRASAD
Sir, as far as I am aware, there 1s stll
fertiliser shortage in the country and we
are spending a lot of foreign exchange
for the mmport of fertiisers We have
taken all steps by sanctioning quite a few
projects, some i Himachal Pradesh, some
in Jammu and Kashrur, many m UP
and one each in Delhit and Punjab to meet
this power shortage Then we are also
considering whether 1t will be possible to
have an atomic power plant A commuittee
has been appomted to go mto this matter
and as soon as we get their report we will
take a deciston on their recommendation

SHRI DEV DATT PURI (Haryana) *
Having regard to the fact that the Bhakra
systen 1s likely to run mto shortage for a
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[ Shri Dev Datt Puri. ]

very long time to come, are the govern-
ment aware or have they investigated that
by modification of the process employed
in the Nangal fertilizer plant at a cost of
jess than Rs. 10 crores, the power con-
sumption can be brought down to less
than one-third, that is, from 165 to bet-
ween 40 and 45 7 Are government aware
of that ? Is it a fact that the allocation
of power between Haryana and Punjab
has been made by the Bhakra Control
Board from time to time and Punjab has
overdrawn by 21.38 million units between
10th and 19th July this year, 23.84 million
units between 20th July and 2nd August
and 8.5 million units between 3rd August
and 23rd August ? What do the govern-
ment propose to do to stop any State from
overdrawing beyond what is their due
share ?

SHRI M. K. MOHTA : Haryana is
not experiencing any power shortage where-
as Punjab is experiencing a 40 per cent
cut. Still the hon. Member wants Punjab
to suffer more.

PROF. SIDDHESHWAR PRASAD :
As far as the first suggestion of the hon.
Member is concerned, I believe that the
hon. Minister for Petroleum and Chemicals
will take that into consideration. As
far as the second suggestion or complaint
is concerned, we have taken that into
consideration and have called meetings
of the officers from Punjab and Haryana
and the Bhakra management board has
also taken these things into consideration
and they have tried to see that no bene-
ficiary State tries to draw more power
than what is due to them.

SHRI K. P. SUBRAMANIA MENON :
(Kerala) : It is clear from the statement
of the Minister that the State which is
likely to suffer most from the power cut
in the Bhakra system is the Punjab, be-
cause the other States have not got that
much demand and they have got some other
sources. It is unlikely that the Punjab
government's plan to set up diesel gene-
rating sets will fructify before May and
therefore the power cut in Punjab is likely
to continue for some more time than
what is expected or what is stated now,
namely, February. Even if the position
is taken that between December 15 and
February 15 there will be the proposed
cut of 30 per cent in addition to the present
10 per cent, the loss in production in Punjab
State alone due to agriculture will be
20 crores and industry about Rs. 10 crores.
On the other hand, if there is a cut from
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2.38 million units to 1.8 million units
in Nangal factory, the loss in production
during the same period is only likely (o
be Rs. 52 lakhs. Here it is a question
of rational outlook towards the whole
economic situation and not whether a
particular factory incurs a loss. The
country, as a whole, will be losing a bigger
amount of production by the cut imposed
on Punjab than a cut imposed on Nangal.
By imposing a cut of 30 per cent on the
Punjab electricity system, the country is
likely to lose Rs. 40 crores in production,
both in agriculture and industry. If the
cut is further extended upto June, the
loss is likely to be over Rs. 100 crores.
Is it not better for the economy of the
country as a whole to suffer smaller losses
by cutting the produgtion in the Nangal
Fertilizer factory and diverting the elec-
tricity to the Punjab ? And, secondly,
Sir, may I know from the Government
what steps the Government is taking to
expedite the construction and commis-
sioning of the fifth unit of the DESU at
Badarpur and whether it is possible to
start its commissioning earlier than the
present stipulated date ?

PROF. SIDDHESHWAR PRASAD
Sir, as far as the first point of the hon.
Member is concerned, I have already
replied to that aspect of the question.
As far as the commissioning of.the fifth
unit of the DESU is concerned, we are
making all efforts to see that it is com-
missioned as early as possible. The diffi-
culty has been about the supply of equip-
ment and that has been delayed and there-
fore, the commissioning has been delayed.
We shall see that this is commissioned as
early as possible.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN :
Misra. )

Mr.

SHRI S. D. MISRA (Uttar Pradesh) :
Sir, during the past few years, especially
during the last four or five years. it has
been constantly seen, from year to year,
that these reservoirs, hydro-electric stations,
especially in the North, dry up or reduce
their water to a certain level which reduces
the capacity for electricity generation.
This is not only in this Bhakra reservoir,
but it happened in Rihand. Even today
it is happening in Rihand and there is a
constant cut, almost every day, since the
last five years in the North. This year,
besides this Bhakra reservoir and the
Nangal project suffering, it is the culti-
vators who are suffering in the Punjab and
in U.P. In U.P., there has been a cut
recently of 259, on production excepting,
of course, the fertilizer factory and it is
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proposed to have a 50% cut on electricity
for cultivators In view of the demand,
persistent dem nd, which has been there
from the Parlizment and in view of the
uncertainty of ains in the North because
the ramns come in the North only for two
or three montl s—and n view of the fact
that the coal jits are so near the Punjab
and UP and iihar, why don’t you have
more thermal j>ower stations in this area
where the shcrtages are giowing ? But
you just have t iese hydro-electric stations
because 1t cosi- one paisa or half-a-paisa
cheaper, but ul imately 1t becomes costlier,
much costlier. I want to know from the
Government whether 1t 1s not accepting
that request. And, what 1s happening
to the atomic power plants which were
also requested for ? 1 think this should
also be gone ato Is there anything to
be said by the Minstry of Irrigation and
Power mn this 1iatter or not ? Can he let
us know what has happened to the cut
Rihand and hc v much cut 1s going to be
there ? I und rstand that already there
1s a 259 cut ar d there 1s going to be more.
Am I night? And how would you like
to relieve this p ssition ?

PROF. SID )HESHWAR PRASAD
Sir, the hon M ember 1s very correct when
he says that here should be a proper
balance betwee 1 hydro-electric and thermal
power generatr n and that 15 what we are
actually doing. Now, we have more and
more thermal | ower stations, one at Bha-
tinda and then a complex at Indraprashta
and then ano her complex at Badarpur.
Besides these, ve are also having in this
region an ato uc power plant at Rana
Pratap Sagar \bout having a new atomic
power plant, a I have told earlier, a com-
mittee has be« 1 appoimnted and after re-
cewving the re. ) mmendation of the com-
mittee, the ( overnment will take the
necessary step:

SHRI S. D. MISRA * S, a commuttee
was appomted hich said that Narora 1n
Aligarh distric 1 U P. 1s suitable Now,
another comn ittee 15 being appointed.
How many o mmttees are there ? Sir,
what 1s the ctual position ? Why so
many committi2s ? When one committee
makes a recomr nendation, the same matter
comgs to an« ther committee. What 18
this ?

PROF. SIDDHESHWAR PRASAD
Sir, this 1s uncer another Ministry. After
the recommen iations of one committee,
another comn ittee has been appointed
because, besid s UP., other States like
Haryana and 1he Punjab have also made
claims that the should have atomic power
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plants Therefore, this Committee will
take into consideration all the suggestions
from the different States and give its re-
commendations. About Rihand, there is a
shortfall in that area, and there has been
a cut. About the latest position, Sir, as
far as I am aware, there 1s going to be no
cut

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI (Maharashtra):
I want to ask a very small question. Will
the Government, due to the power short-
age in Punjab, take very seriously the
question of an inter-State grid  What 1s
the programme 1n this direction ?

PROF. SIDDHESHWAR PRASAD
We are giving the topmost priority for
the creation of an All-India grnid For the
proper functioning of the inter-connections
we are thinking of constructing load dis-
pensing centres For that some arrange-
ments have to be made and the agreement
between the concerned States has got to
be made. That has to be sorted out.

PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE

ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS (1968-69)

OF THE CENTRAL INLAND WATER TRANSPORT

CORPORATION LTD., CALCUTTA AND RE-
LATED PAPERS

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS, AND IN THE MINISTRY
OF SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT
(SARDAR IQBAL SINGH) : Sir, 1T beg
to lay on the Table a copy each of the
following papers (in Enghish and Hindi)
under sub-section (1) of section 619A of
the Companies Act, 1956 —

(1) Second Annual Report and Ac-
counts of the Central Inland Water
Transport Corporation Limited, Calcutta,
for the year 1968-69, together with the
Auditors Report on the Accounts

(1) Review by Government on the
workmg of the Corporation.

[Placed in Library See No.
4545/70 for (1) to ()]

LT-

STATEMENT SHOWING ACTION TAKEN ON

ASSURANCES, PROMISES AND UNDERTAKINGS

GIVEN DURING THE VARIOUS SESSIONS OF
THE RAIYA SABHA

SARDAR IQBAL SINGH : Sir, T also
beg to lay a copy each of the following
statements (iIn Enghsh and Hindi) showing
the action taken by Government on the



