
 

MOTION RE ANNUAL REPORT OF 
THE UNIVERSITY GRANTS  

COMMISSION FOR 7 HE YEAR, 
1968-69—contd. 

SHRI     H\MID     ALI     
SCHAMNAD 

(Kerala) : .1r. Deputy Chairman, many 
Members of ;his House participated in this 
discussion on the University Grants Com-
mission. Mt /1 also take this opportunity 
to express ni) views on their report? 

We have one of the largest educational 
systems in i ic world with the total enrol-
ment exceeding 700 lakhs with about 20 
lakh teacher There are 78 universities. 
The responsib lity of the Commission and 
the Government is, therefore, very great 
and it is a stupend us task to coordinate 
and promote univ rsity education and to 
maintain the stand ird of university 
education. 

There is a general feeling in favour of 
educational reforms in this country. 
Educational I .form means reform on the 
lives and car ers of hundreds of young 
boys and gir s. Any experiment that we 
make in the ducational field is an experi-
ment with the career of the young boys 
and girls of >ur country. Therefore, we 
should be very careful and balanced in 
conducting hese experiments and while 
doing so we si ouid take the interests of the 
community   a I a whole. 

1 should lik  to point out in this connec-
tion someth ng about the syllabus and 
courses preva ling in the different univer-
sities of Indii today. First of all, I will 
deal with the ore-university course. There 
is a pre-univc sity course in Mysore State 
for one year. In some other universities 
also this cours.' is there. At the same 
time, in some othei universities like 
Kerala and Tamil Nadu \ e have got pre-
degree course for two years. I feel that 
there should be some uniform ty for these 
courses in all universities. I ther it should 
be a pre-university cou se or pre-degree 
course for the same dun tion in all the 
universities so that students -om one 
university can go and join oth r 
universities without any difficulty. 

The same i< the case with regard to 
professional a lieges. In some unversities, 
for example, thure is no pre-medical 
course. They have or ly medical course 
beginning from the first year of the 
course. In some universities, thi y have 
pre-medical courses. Here again th re 
should be uniformity in all universities 

Many of the ^ olleges today are 
unequipped. The UGC Ci nmittee of Vice-
Chancellors had at their    meeting in 
September, 1958 

pointed out that many universities do not 
have suitable arrangements for giving help 
and guidance to.the affiliated colleges and 
today there is no liaison or understanding 
between the university and the affiliated 
colleges. University centres have somehow 
cut away from the affiliated colleges today. I 
should like to point out in this connection 
that universities are very liberal with regard to 
giving affiliation to colleges, especially 
professional colleges. We have many 
professional colleges in our country. They 
are all commercial colleges. Yesterday my 
friend, the leader of the P.S.P. pointed out 
that some medical colleges in our country 
sell seats and sums upto Rs. 40,000/- are 
being taken per seat in a medical college. I 
was under the impression that the maximum 
value for a seat in a medical college was only 
Rs. 25,000/- . But my friend said that it is 
upto Rs. 40,000/-. I know of cases where 
boys had to give Rs. 25,000/- to get a seat in 
a medical college. In our country, many such 
colleges are there. I know many colleges are 
there. Why not this University withdraw 
affiliation from those colleges? Is not the 
Government able to take over these 
institutions when we think of taking over 
industries? When we think of nationalising 
industries, is it not the first duty of the 
Government to take over, to nationalise, 
such professional and commercial colleges? 
Moreover, colleges have been established, 
not to impart education, but on the other 
hand, with a profit motive. 

With regard to medium of instruction, Sir, 
I should like to point out that now we have 
English as the medium of instruction in many 
of the Universities. But, some of the 
Universities are now switching over to the 
regional languages as the media of instruction. 
Tamil Nadu has made some experiment in 
this regard and some of the colleges in Tamil 
Nadu have now switched over to Tamil as the 
medium of instruction. The result is that the 
students are now eager to study in English 
medium and these students now go to those 
colleges in Tamil Nadu where English is 
being taught and English is the medium of 
instruction. They do not go to colleges where 
Tamil is the medium. So, Sir, when we are 
switching over to the regional languages, we 
must be very careful and we must be very 
guarded. If English itself is retained as the 
medium of instruction, that will definitely 
help and strengthen the unity of our country 
and students from one corner of the country 
would be able to go to another part of the 
country. For example, a student of Kerala, 
after graduation, can go to any other 
university for post-graduate courses. So also,   
students   from the north would be 
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able to go to the south. On the other hand, if 
regional languages like Tamil, Malayalam or 
Kannada are introduced as media of 
instruction in colleges, there will be difficulty 
in inter-changing of students from univer-
sity to university. I appeal to the Govern-
ment and to the UGC to be very careful and 
to study the subject and guide the 
universities properly. 

Sir, the examination system is an old 
system without any change. Much has been 
said about the examination system. Today, 
our examination system definitely docs not 
test the intelligence of our students. There is 
no criterion, if a student comes off with 
flying colours and with good marks, to find 
out whether he has fared well, whether he 
acquitted himself to meet the situation. So, 
the examination system should also be 
carefully studied and the experts should 
study it, because I have heard, Sir, many 
Members in this House speaking about the 
change of examination system. The opinion 
of the Members has given a definite way as 
to how the examination system should be 
organised. In this matter, I appeal to the 
experts to study the problem and see that the 
examination system should be organised. Jn 
this matter, I appeal to the experts to study 
the problem and see that the examination 
system is really to examine the talents of the 
boys and girls. 

Sir, much has been said about the stu-
dents participating in the administration of 
the universities. Now, there is a hue and cry 
from our young students that they are eager 
to participate in the administration of the 
universities. Being a Member of the Calicut 
University, I know even from the students of 
that University that they are very eager to 
participate in the University affairs and the 
Calicut University has gone ahead, having 
agreed to give representation on the 
Syndicate of the University. Sir, 1 think 
there will be nothing wrong in giving 
admission to the students into the Syndicate 
or the General Council of a university. 
Students should be taken into confidence. 
They should be made to participate in the 
administration of the University. After all, 
college or University students are aged 
students; they are matured students. They 
should definitely have a voice in the general 
administration of the University. At the 
same time, nobody would say that they 
should have a hand in appointing examiners 
or in appointing professors or in the 
Discipline Committee and things like that. 
But in the general, overall administration of 
University, definitely the students of the 
University also should     have  their 
representatives.    That 

would help maintain   law,   maintain disci-
pline among the students of the University. 

Sir, another important point that I would 
like to stress today is about the way the 
students who come out of professional 
colleges, medical colleges or engineering 
colleges, with high qualifications, face the 
situations. Even the MBBS doctors, when 
they come out of the colleges after taking 
their degrees, look to the Government for a 
job. They look to the Government for 
appointments. They are not able to face and 
practise independently. Why is it so? Sir, it 
is because they are not trained in such a 
way as would enable them to face the 
situation and face the world at large. 

I once met a medical man. He told me that 
after passing his MBBS he had no 
confidence to set up an independent practice 
and that is why he was looking for a Govern-
ment job. 

This definitely should change. Today our 
rural population, our villagers, definitely 
require medical people. Definitely, in the 
rural areas, medical aid is necessary. To 
this effect, the University also should 
mould the students and train them. When 
they come out of the institution, they should 
be able to set up independent practices. 

Now, take agricultural graduates. 1 have 
not seen a single agricultural graduate 
going to the field, going to the soil and 
working with our farmers. On the other 
hand, they give theoretical advice. They 
find it rather below their dignity to work in 
the soil. So they also should be trained, so 
that they may face the situation with 
boldness. 

Thank you. 

DR. K. RAMIAH (Nominated) : Mr. 
Deputy Chairman, Sir, before I begin, I 
should like to join several of the previous 
speakers who have complimented the Edu-
cation Minister and the Chairman, Uni-
versity Grants Commission, on the excellent 
work they have done for a series of years. 

Now, the Education Minister has pro-
posed that student representatives should be 
admitted to the University bodies. The 
question was discussed at the last meeting 
of the Vice-Chancellors, and they did 
generally favour the idea. This is a welcome 
move. But I cannot say whether this will 
solve our present-day problems of student 
unrest in the Universities. If there is a 
single   student representative and he puts 
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forward certain views or poposals, unless 
they are acceptable to the majority of senior 
people, the student representative is likely to 
j et disappointed and frustrated. From my o\ 
n experience as the Head of a University I 
know that most of the troubles arit:; out of 
some of the junior staff membei B putting up 
students to serve their own ends. It is 
happening in season and out of -eason. It is, 
unfortunately, not often po.1 Uble for the 
University authorities to take action against 
particular individuals concrned. Often, they 
are -backed by some polit cal parties also. 
Now, admitting students' representatives in 
the university bodies, can no at least one 
thing namely, that the junior staff members 
who are setting up st idents will stand 
exposed and that could ! lop this back-door 
method of creating trouble in the 
Universities. The UGC has been trying to 
improve the standard of teaching and the 
equipment in the differei : universities and the 
affiliated colleges. Th :re are summer 
schools started in the differed places where 
teachers from different uni ersities are 
brought together to undergo I course mainly 
to improve teaching in different branches of 
science. I wonder if tt I UGC cannot initiate 
a similar summer s.'hool to bring the junior 
staff members of 'ie universities in contact 
with senior mem! ;rs who can tell them what 
to do, how to behave with the students and 
how to ,lo things properly, thus improve the 
calinre of the junior staff members. This 
might be a welcome anangcment if it could 
be done. 

In trying 10 improve the standard of 
education an I equipment in the different 
universities, he Chairman of the UGC has 
been goin g round the States and advising 
them not to art new universities with poor 
equipment ; nd staff personnel but unfor-
tunately, dt; to political and regional 
pressures, hi advice is ignored and new 
universities a e started. When once a uni-
versity has b:en started, whether the Chair-
man of the FGC likes or not, it comes up for 
financ al help and funds have to be provided 
some how. Unfortunately, the UGC is not 
provided with enough funds to go round and 
help all the universities and colleges, 
sufficiently. 

I would like to draw attention to one 
particular point. The UGC is dealing mainly 
with universities giving education in 
science and arts. The UGC has also to deal 
with echnical education, like medicine, 
agricu aire engineering and so on. Though 
these technical colleges are affiliated to 
particular universities, improving the 
standards of teaching and equipment of the 
particular olleges is not directly dealt with 
by the UGC. So far    as agriculture 

is concerned, management of agricultural 
education is now in the hands of the ICAR 
since the last 2—3 years, and the maintenance 
and improvement of the standard of educa-
tion is dealt with by the ICAR and pro-
viding financial help is also in the hands of 
the ICAR. In the case of medical education, 
instances of irregularities have come to light. 
Mention may be made of the irregularities 
that have occurred in the University Medical 
College in Patna. In medicine, there is the 
Indian Medical Council which helps to 
maintain the standard of medical education. 
Coming to engineering, it is here that the 
standard of education has fallen down 
considerably in the last few years. Graduates 
in Engineering make a good proportion of 
unemployed graduates in the country most of 
the unemployed engineering graduates are 
from the freshly started colleges without 
sufficient teaching personnel and equipment 
and the boys are said to be ill-equipped to 
manage that are given to them. I am told 
that the employers, if they can get, prefer to 
employ graduates coming from the new 
Indian Institutes of Technology, and not the 
graduates from the engineering colleges, 
with the result that in recent years there is 
no problem of unemployment among the 
engineering graduates of the Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology. It is mostly the 
graduates from the engineering colleges that 
had sprung up like mushrooms in recent 
years in different parts of the country that 
have been the worst sufferers. For instance, 
in Mysore State I know there are over 
twelve or fourteen engineering colleges 
many of them ill-equipped with facilities 
and personnel. Now that Agriculture is in 
charge of the ICAR, a similar arrangement 
should be possible by UGC having special 
bodies under it to take care of and maintain 
the standards of education both in medicine 
and engineering. Before I conclude 1 do 
wish to congratulate the Chairman of the 
UGC and the Education Minister and I do 
hope they will be allowed to continue and 
see that the proposals they have initiated do 
bear fruit in the near future. 
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PARLIAMENTARV 
AFFAIRS (SHRI OM MEHTA) : Sir, I 
want to bring to your notice that we have 
already exceeded the time fixed by the 
Business Advisory Committee. 
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"One of le first, and in some ways (he most 
ap; calling phenomena I encountered in 
varie J readings, statistical reports, and in 
con nents from educationists was the high 
ra e of failure in the University examination^ 
Failure rates as high as 50, 60 and 70 per 
cent were repot ted for the BE helor's 
examination. It is hard to understand how 
an educational system can unction 
effectively if its failure rate is s > high." 
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SHRI K. CHANDRASEKHARAN (Kerala) 
: Mr. Vice-Chairman, the problem of 
education in this country is intrinsically 
connected with the future of this country and 
with the youths of this country. And in the 
situation in which we find ourselves there is 
complication in all fields so far as the 
Government is concerned, both at the Centre 
and in the States. The complication is all the 
more, I feel, in the educational sector for 1 feel 
that it would be on the way in which higher 
education is shaped in this country that the 
future integrity of this country would largely 
depend. We have had a growing number of 
students, a growing number of universities 
and colleges and a large number of teachers in 
this country. We have got about 25 lakhs of 
college-going students at present and over a 
lakh of college teachers. With this present 
strength if we take into account the growing 
population of this country, the college-going 
students would only be more and more. And 
therefore, we have got to sec that the higher 
university education that we cater today to the 
youths of this country is in tune with the 
future requirements and needs of this country. 
If under the British Raj of over a hundred and 
fifty years this country had suffered, this 
country had gained for the first time in its 
thousands of years of history a language of its 
own in which the Bengali and the Punjabi 
could converse with the Keralite and the 
MadrasL 

 



 

[Shri K. Chandrasekharan] 
Today we rind that the country is going to 
a state of rot, if I may say so, if with higher 
university education regional languages 
are to be linked up. 1 have absolutely no 
doubt to commend to the Government and 
to the University Grants Commission and 
to this House that the future university 
education has got to be in a common 
medium so far as the States are concerned. 
I heard the honourable Shri Rajnarain 
plead for the abolition of English. Mr. 
Rajnarain stated that he opposed the 
honourable Education Minister's statement 
that English would be continued. I am not 
a protagonist of English. I am all out for 
Hindi and I am all out for the Hindi 
medium in our university and higher 
education in our colleges. But if English is 
to be replaced not by Hindi in the non-
Hindi speaking States, but by regional 
languages, I would object to that. I would 
suggest that far from the regional 
languages being taken into as the medium 
of instruction in colleges in the non-Hindi 
speaking States, English should rather 
continue. If English is to be replaced in 
the non-Hindi speaking States, it should 
be replaced only by the Hindi language. 
On the contrary, if it is to be replaced by 
the regional languages, the integration and 
cohesion that this country acquired under 
the 150 years of British Raj would be lost 
and the future of this country would be in 
greatest turmoil. 

Therefore, my first suggestion to the 
University Grants Commission and the 
honourable Government is that they 
should assert in the matter of education. I 
feel that the central government have not 
been assertive in the matter of education. 
Education is a matter not concerning the 
States merely or the Centre, but 
concerning the nation and the future of 
this nation. It has been thought, technically 
thought, technically and wrongly 
construed, if I may say so, that education is 
by far and large a State Subject. No doubt, 
under List II, item 11 of the Seventh 
Schedule of the Constitution, we find that 
education by and large is a State subject. 
But there are articles in the Constitution, 
for example, item 66 in List I relating to 
the Centre states that coordination and 
determination of standards in institutions 
for higher education or research and 
scientific and technical institutions is a 
Central subject. In List III, item 25, 
vocational and technical training of labour 
is also shown as a Central subject. If these 
two items in the Third and First Lists of 
the Seventh Schedule are not overlooked, if 
I may say so, with respect, overlooked 
probably by oversight by the Central 
government, if these two items are properly 
stressed and if the power of the Central 

government is properly attracted from out of 
these provisions, 1 have no doubt that the 
Central government has got the right and 
duly and responsibility so far as it goes in 
dictating to the States in the country that the 
co-ordination of higher education in the 
university sector is a matter of responsibility 
for the Central government of this country. 

I am afraid that has been lost sight of. I 
am not, however, at technicalities. I am not 
on the constitutional side of the matter. 
Relations between the Centre and the States 
have got to be developed and they have got 
to be coordinated. These relations are not 
merely to be dictated upon by the provisions 
of the Constitution. Relations between the 
Central ministers and State ministers at the 
All India Conference of Education Ministers 
and other places are matters which can 
certainly tell upon the future of education in 
this country and the mark that the Central 
government will be able to make so far as 
education as a whole in the nation is 
concerned will depend upon these relations. 

I am, therefore, of the view that in the 
matter of medium of education there should 
be a national policy and that national policy 
should be that Hindi should be the medium 
of instruction in the Hindi-speaking as well 
as non-Hindi speaking States in our colleges 
and universities; and if in the non-Hindi 
speaking States time is not ripe or the 
conditions are not there for the propagation 
of Hindi as the medium of instruction in the 
colleges, English shall continue. English 
shall continue and if it is replaced by the 
regional languages of this country by a 
system of emotional and philosophical 
approach today, I am sure that the future of 
this country would be in turmoil. Another 
thing, Sir, that I want to dwell upon is the 
question of examinations. We have had a 
really rotten type of examination system 
now going on. Sir, these examinations do 
not really examine the students. We have 
had a large number of answer papers 
dumped together on our professors and 
lecturers and in a few hours' time, in a few 
days' time, they are supposed to be corrected 
and marks given. I submit, Sir, that this 
method of examination is really an injustice 
so far as the students are concerned. They 
have not been examined properly. Nobody 
has got the time to go into their examination 
papers effectively. More than that. Sir, 
basically this is not a good system of 
examining the students. A university, with a 
large number of affiliated colleges, is not 
able, at the central level, to examine these 
students. I would suggest to the University 
Grants Commission that the examination of  
the   students   should, 
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by and largt. be left to the colleges them-
selves. The colleges are having a large 
number of students and if the principal is 
to be the pivot of that institution and the 
professors ar A lecturers are to be the 
kingpins of the departments and they are 
to be the final assessors of the students, I 
have no doi bt that there would be more 
of discipline  in  our colleges. 

We have heard, Sir, that to a large 
extent indisc pline prevails in this 
country. I do not sh;ire that view; I do not 
share the view tha there is great student 
indiscipline in thi. country; I do not share 
the view that th standards of teaching in 
our institutions ia\e gone down; I do not 
share the vie that the educational standards 
in our colli ges and schools have gone 
down. On t e other hand, they have been 
maintained ; id they are at a fairly good 
level, thank' to the present very good 
Education N'inisters, the Cabinet and to 
the remarka -i!y good Chairman, effective 
Chairman, o the University Grants Com-
mission. With this in view, Sir, the 
question of how best  ye could examine the 
students, how best we will be able to bring 
in more effective systi ms of examining the 
students, should be re: lly gone into and in 
this way a revolutiona y method should be 
adopted, some sort of oral assessment, 
some sort of basis of sess onal marks on 
the basis of attendance, < i the basis of 
discipline displayed, on the basis of what 
the teacher, I what the dep irtmental head, 
and what the principal, have actually 
assessed. 

Sir, anothc thing that I wanted to stress 
upon is the n ed for the establishment of a 
Central Univ r;ity in the South. We have 
seen the estab ishment of Central 
Universities in various pi ts of the 
country. We have today the J -waharlal 
Nehru University. We in the S( ith have 
been demanding for a Central 
University. It was at one time thought. 
Sir, i hat there would be a Central and a 
Hindi-n ;dium University at Bangalore. It 
has been stated by the Dakshin Bharat 
Hindi Prachir Sabha, an organisation 
propagating lindi in the South, an insti-
tution of nai ional importance as 
declared by Parliamen , has put forward 
before the Government and the 
Education Minister that that organisation 
is prepared to run a Hindi-mediun< 
college in the South. I would appeal io 
the Government to examine the feasibility 
and the possibility of sponsoring and es 
ablishing a Central University or at least a 
I indi-medium college, financed hundred 
per --nt by the University Grants 
Commission, through grants afforded by 
the Centre, ir any place in the South, and 
1 have absolutely no doubt that the 
States of Andhra Piadesh, Mysore and 
Kerala— I do not, for the present, speak 
of Tamil 

Nadu because there are difficulties—would 
certainly be prepared to support the esta-
blishment of this institution in that area. 

Two more small things and I have done. 

One thing that the University Grants 
Commission in its report has stressed upon 
is the paucity of funds. My hon. friend, 
Shri Mulka Govinda Reddy, has already 
dwelt upon one aspect of it in his speech 
yesterday. I would say. Sir, that the 
University Grants Commission has been 
very much short of foreign exchange, 
particularly for the purpose of research and 
equipment. I would, therefore, particularly 
stress upon the necessity to provide the 
required foreign exchange for these purposes 
for the University Grants Commission. 

Then, Sir, another aspect, on which the 
University Grants Commission themselves 
do not seem to be very happy, is that the 
requirements of cultural exchange program-
mes have not been adequately met. This, 
again, is a matter which the Government 
should look into at the highest levet. 

I am sure that if these two matters were 
looked into in the way they deserved, the 
difficulties which the University Grants 
Commission has been experiencing in the 
past would have been removed. 

MR. VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI BANK A 
BEHARI DAS) : Mr. Sheel Bhadra Yajee. 
You are the last speaker. I hope you would 
take just five minutes. 
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[THE VICE- ,"H AIRMAN (SHRI AKBAR ALI 
KHAN) in the Chair] 

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND 
YOITH SERVICES (PROF. V. K. R. V. 
RAO) : At the outset, I wish to say he w 
grateful I am to the Members for the keen 
nterest they have shown in Che working of tl e 
U.G.C. and for the valuable suggestions ihey 
have made towards the development of 
higher education in the country. Ho k 
Members have referred to various aspeiis of 
higher education but the main emphai s has 
been on the Role of the U.G.C. and is 
functioning and indeed, for a drastic r -
orientation of the present system of ei 
ucation and ihe creation of the requirei 
employment opportunities for the stude ts. 
These have been the three major points that 
have been made. It is heartening th it in the 
course of the debate, more than i ne Member 
has referred in approving lei ns to the work 
of the U.G.C. in the face c F overwhelming 
odds. While we should w Icome these, I am 
also aware that it gives no grounds for 
complacency. A great dea remains to be 
done if our system of h gher education is to 
satisfy the requirem nts of modern India and 
its economic an I social development. I may 
however mer ion to Members that in pur-
suance of thi statutory responsibilities pla-
ced on the J.G.C., planned and coordinated 
effort: have been made by the Government 
wi thin the resources available to meet the 
challenge of the spectacular rise in enroll 
lent involving as it does both the creation if 
additional facilities and the maintenance if 
quality in higher education. The Governi lent 
also has not been entirely oblivious of he 
need for more funds for the U.G.C. 'his can 
be seen from the fact that whereas n 1967-
68 the total allocation to the U.G.t . that 
year taking both plan and non-plat was less 
than Rs. 20 crores, in 1970-71, th it is three 
years later, the plan and non-pla i allocation 
to the U.G.C. has been of the order of more 
than Rs. 30 crores. So there has been 
something like 50 per cent, rise in the course 
of the last 
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3 years in grants to the Commission and that 
would indicate that in spite of all the 
tremendous difficulties we are having, again 
within the constraints of the resources, we 
are trying to do something to make resour-
ces available for the improvement of higher 
education. It is because of the spectacular 
rise in enrolment, involving as it does both 
the creation of additional facilities and the 
maintenance of quality in higher education. 
Now this is our big problem. One can talk 
about it and say that this is not the proper 
procedure, that this is not the proper forum 
to do so. But how to deal with this tremen-
dous increase in enrolment and at the same 
time maintain the quality of the education 
we are giving to the new members of our 
young men and women who are joining the 
institutions on higher education? As the 
Annual Report would reveal, there has been 
a significant increase in the volume and 
diversity of educational efforts and 
achievements at various levels. I would say 
'some increase', of course a significant 
increase compared to the past, but not 
significant compared to requirements, 
significant compared to what has been done 
so far, but not significant compared to the 
requirements which still remain to be ful-
filled. 

I may also point out that a planned effort 
is being made to encourage the pursuit of 
excellence at the post-graduate and research 
levels. In view of the paucity of resources—
I am sorry this is the burden of my song, Sir, 
and you will find me again and again talking 
about the paucity of resources—in view of 
the paucity of resources, significant results 
can be secured only by the concentration of 
efforts and resources in selected areas of 
importance, that is by concentrating on 
certain areas, just as if you have got a small 
army and a large area to deploy the army in, 
you get more results by concentrating it at 
selected spots than by dispersing it over a 
wide area. Accordingly, assistance is being 
given to universities and colleges for the 
provision of facilities to conduct and 
improve their  programmes of teaching and 
research in science, because we attach a 
great deal of importance to improvement in 
science education. The existing syllabi and 
facilities for research have been reviewed by 
expert committees and suggestions made 
.towards improving and modernising courses 
of instruction. In this connection I would also 
like to refer to the remarks made by some 
hon. Members about the need for diversifi-
cation of courses, about the need for giving 
more options to the students, so that they 
can have a larger variety of courses to choose 
from. This of course has some financial 
implications but, to the extent possible, in 
the revision we are making of the syllabi, 
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we are offering much more diversity of 
choice than has been the case when, for 
example, I was a student, or even people 
who are younger than I were students. A 
major programme has be:n undertaken to 
acquaint teachers with the new developments 
in their respective fields of work. The 
examination system in all its aspects has 
been investigated and recommendations 
towards improving the procedure of assess-
ment have been made. I find, and I am 
extremely happy to find that almost all the 
Members, who have spoken in this House, 
including my hon. friend from Kerala, who 
spoke a few minutes ago, have been 
concerned about the examination system. 
So has the U.G.C. been concerned and so 
has, of course, the Ministry of Education 
been concerned. The U.G.C. hts been exami-
ning a number of suggestions and some-
thing is being done. The examination system 
has been investigated and recommendations 
have been made towards improving the 
procedure of assessment. Thus you will 
find, as I will be saying later, that some 
universities have introduced the somester or 
trimester system, then sessional records, as 
my friend referred to and so on. There-has 
also been made another radical suggestion, 
all of which, 1 am sure, will get examined. 
The development programmes of different 
universities are reviewed and evaluated from 
time to time by the subcommittees appointed 
by the Commission and suggestions made 
for further development. I am glad to say that 
the programmes initiated by the Commission 
have made considerable headway and are 
making a significant impact on some of the 
crucial sectors of higher education. 

In the course of the debate a suggestion 
was made by an hon. Member—1 believe it 
was Shri Krishan Kant, that the work of 
U.G.C. might be reviewed. I also heard one 
or two other Members making the same 
suggestion, "why not review the work of the 
U.G.C. itself?" In this connection I would 
like to say that the Commission normally 
functions with the help and assistance of 
expert committees and with provision for a 
regular consultation with academic opinion. 
It is not that the Commission, with nine 
members as it is now, are twelve as it is 
going to be a little later, only function by 
themselves. They have got a series of 
committees, standing committees, sub-
committees, expert committees, and they 
involve a great deal of the academic world 
in the functioning of Ihcir duties. Thus, the 
Commission is enabled to obtain 
independent opinion and academic advice 

based on an objective and critical examina-
tion of various problems connected with 
higher education. The House will be glad to 
know that as a result of the suggestions 
made during the last Session, and on their 
own, the Commission itself has decided to 
set up an expert committee to undertake a 
study of its contribution towards promotion 
and development of higher education. Instead 
of the Government appointing a Committee 
for the purpose which 1 think would have 
been very undignified and improper the 
University Grants Commission themselves 
have decided to set up an expert committee 
to undertake a study of their contribution 
towards the promotion and development of 
higher education. This would obviously also 
include an evaluation of this contribution 
and this in my opinion should serve the 
purpose suggested by hon. Members. 

I would now like to turn to the point made 
by several hon. Members about the need to 
have substantially larger funds for the 
development of higher education. There is 
no denying the fact that the outlay on higher 
education has been meagre in relation to the 
magnitude and importance of the problems 
facing the country. I can hardly add 
anything more on the subject than to express 
the hope that I can count on the support of 
hon. Members for more liberal allocations to 
education in general and to the U. G. C. in 
particular when the question of financial 
allocations to different sectors of Govern-
ment activity come up next before the 
House. I would particularly like to stress this 
point, not that 1 want to lobby for my 
Ministry but the whole House has been 
laying stress and the whole country is aware 
of the fact that paucity of resources has been 
one of the most crucial obstacles in the way 
of development of our education, in the way 
of giving amenities, providing facilities, 
raising the standards, maintenance of quality 
and so on and unless more money becomes 
available for education we will not be able 
to solve the various problems confronting 
our country. I am of course fighting I will 
not say a lone battle because there are so 
many other people who have been 
expressing the same feelings but 1 would 
feel particularly more strengthened the more 
support I get from this House not merely in a 
debate of (his kind on U.G.C. or in a debate 
on education in general but at the critical 
stage when a debate on financial proposals 
as such comes up before the House because I 
want to impress upon my colleagues rather 
than myself—in fact 1 am more than 
impressed and 1 am prepared to put myself 
either at the head or at the  tail  of the 
conipeign—the imperative 
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necessity in social interest of having more | 
funds allocate I for education. This is parti- i 
cularly relevai t just now because soon the 
annual plans ire going to be discussed. 

SHRI ARJl N ARORA : Sir, on a point of 
order. Normally it is against the concept of 
joint responsibility of the Cabinet that a 
Cabinet Minister should ask the House to 
press the IV mistry of Finance to do such and 
such a thing. 

SHRI G. A. APPAN (Tamil Nadu) : There 
is nothing wrong. 

SHRI ARJ JN ARORA : Jn this case it is 
against the concept of joint responsibility of the 
Cabine but now that Dr. Rao has taken the 
Hone into confidence about who are the peop 
t who arc holding up the progress of 
education in the country there should be a 
r:gular debate on the subject as to who are the 
Ministers opposing the Education Minister's 
effort to get more funds for univt isity 
education in the country and the Hou ; should 
put them in the dock. 

PROF. V. K. R. V. RAO : Sir, 1 thought 
that Mr. Arjt n Arora was a very good friend 
of mine but sometimes I am tempted to say 
save n e from my friends because of the 
suggesiion that he has made just now. I was 
not talking about the Finance Minister, let m 
make it clear. 1 was ta lking of all my colle 
igues in the Cabinet and the whole Goverm 
lent as such. 

THE VI Xi-CHAIRMAN (SHRI AKBAR 
AL1 KHAN) : You meant that they should 
also be impressed as you are impressed. 

PROF. V. I . R. V. RAO : 1 have been 
doing this. Th B is not the first time I am 
doing it. In il : other House 1 have, done it; 
in the com try I am doing it. In every forum 
1 get 1 1 ive been pleading for this. 

SHRI   MUI KA   GOVINDA   REDDY 
(Mysore) : Tl e House will fully support 
you. You neec not go by what Mr. Arjun 
Arora has said. 

SHRI ARJL N ARORA : I also support 
you. I want those Ministers to be put in the 
dock. 

PROF.   V. K. R. V.   RAO : Since   Mr. 
Arjun Arora h is talked of Ministers being 
f put in the doci.   I would like to tell him if 
EI may digress for a moment from the debate 
fon  the  report   of the  University Grants 
Commission   t iat   paucity  of resources  is 
not only due ti  the cussedncssof somebody 

who distributes the resources; paucity of 
resources is due   to   the   fact   that    our 
production, our rate of economic growth, 
our rate of investment and savings are not on 
par with the requirements of the country and 
on that if Shri Arjun  Arora wants a debate, I 
am sure the Ministers concerned will be 
quite prepared to find out what we should do 
in order to accelerate the rate of economic 
growth, in order to increase national income 
and in order to increase the resources 
available not only for education but also for 
so many other nation-building,    social, 
constructive    purposes. Otherwise, I would 
not relish the idea of his putting anybody in 
the dock. If he wants to put anybody in the 
dock I offer myself to be the first prisoner 
for cross-examination by him. 

I now turn to some other specific points. A 
reference was made to the inadequacy of 
funds allocated to teaching and research in 
science education. I may state here that the 
development expenditure on science has 
risen from Rs. 2.39 crores in 1966-67 to 
Rs. 3.61 crores in 1969-70. In terms of 
total development expenditure—it is not 
maintenance expenditure—the finance for 
science education has risen from 20.57 per 
cent to 24.15 per cent. So, there has been 
growth and not fall. It is exclusive of the 
grants paid to the summer institutes and 
schools in science subjects and the funds 
provided to colleges for the development 
of teaching and research in science. De-
velopment expenditure on engineering and 
technology in the universities has also risen 
from Rs. 1.55 crores to Rs. 2.68 crores 
during the same period. 

My friend, Prof. Nurul Hasan—I think he 
must be delivering his lectures in his 
university now—referred to the functions of 
the National Council for Science Education. 
I would like to clarify that the major func-
tion of the Council is to organise seminars 
and conferences for the improvement of 
science education at all levels. At the school 
level the Council functions in co-operation 
with the NCERT and at the college level 
with the U.G.C. In pursuance of the above 
objectives the Council has organised con-
ferences at high levels in physics and che-
mistry and propose to organise a similar 
Conference on biology. It also co-operates 
with   national    organisations  abroad and 1 
has     working    arrangements    with     the 
[ National Science Foundation of the United 
I States and the British Council of the 
United Kingdom. 

Shri Bipinpal Das made a plea for the J 
provision of adequate assistance to the i 
affiliated colleges towards their devclop-1 ment 
programmes.   Jn   this  connection  I 
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would like to inform him that the develop-
ment grants paid to the colleges under 
various programmes have risen from Rs. 
1.49 crores in 1966 67 to Rs. 3.5 crores in 
1969 70. It has more than doubled in the last 
three or four years. It shows that the 
priorities are moving in the direction of 
doing something more for colleges than as 
the case before. Also, the ceilings on financial 
assistance to colleges for the development of 
postgraduate studies, for the extension of 
library and laboratory facilities and the 
provision of residential accommodation for 
teachers and students have been substantially 
raised. Special assistance is being provided 
for a new programme which has been taken 
up for the improvement of science teaching 
in selected colleges. 1 am sure the House 
will be very much interested to hear this 
because we are doing some work in the 
schools now. Selected universities/ 
departments are also being helped to under-
take the responsibility of improving science 
teaching in affiliated colleges. The Com-
mission has decided to provide separate 
assistance to Teachers" Training Colleges 
for their developmental needs. I know that 
more needs to be done, but the inhibiting 
effect of paucity of resources is also there. 
Within that constraint the Commission has 
been paying special attention in recent years 
to the needs of affiliated colleges and that was 
what I wanted to bring to the notice of this 
hon. House. 

Dr. Kurian and some other Members 
stressed the need for reforms in the system 
of examination. I may slate that the Com-
mission has initiated certain steps in this 
direction. A number of universities have 
also introduced changes in the system and 
paitern of the examinations. About 19 
universities have modified or re-structured 
lheir courses and introduced the semester or 
trimester system in one form or the other. 
Some universities have adopted the system 
of sessional assignment and devised 
methods of continuing assessment. Exami-
nation reform is a continuing process and 1 
can assure the House that both the U.G.C. 
and the Universities are continuously seized  
of this   problem. 

It was pointed out by an hon. Member 
that nothing has been said in the report of 
the Commission about the medium of 
instruction, and there was some discussion 
on the medium of instruction and sugges-
tions were made I think in Shri Rajnarain's 
speech—I saw from the notes as I was not 
present—as well as in Ihe speech made by 
our friend, Shri Chandrasekharan, from 
Kerala. The House will recall that this 
question was considered in detail by 

the conference of Vice-Chancellors convened 
in September 1967 by the Ministry of 
Education and the University Grants 
Commission. A reference to the recommen-
dations of the conference was made in the 
Commission^ report for 1967-68. The 
Commission agreed with the views 
expressed at the conference of Vice-
Chancellors and emphasized that the 
manner and the pace of the changeover in 
the medium should be linked with the 
general programme for the improvement of 
standards. The national policy on education 
which has been approved by Parliament—I 
am sorry I cannot accept Shri 
Chandrasekharan's suggestion—has urged 
that steps should be taken to adopt the 
regional languages as media of education at 
the university stage. As the House is aware, 
the Government of India has undertaken or is 
assisting in the undertaking of a 
comprehensive programme of translation, 
adaptation or original writings of books at 
the university level in the different Indian 
languages proposed to be used as media of 
instruction in higher education. I am glad to 
say that progress is being achieved in this 
matter. In this connection I saw from the 
notes, as actually I was not here then, that 
Mr. Rajnarain had said : "Why do you have 
English? Who do you want that English 
should continue?" I want to make it very 
clear because I made speeches in Uttar 
Pradesh, in Kanpur and Lucknow and 
elsewhere. I say : 
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SHRI MU1.KA GOVINDA REDDY : 
Why do you   isten to a lone voice? 

PROF. V. K. R. V. RAO : I have always 
been accustoncd from very old days to 
listen to what you call lone voice and try to 
answer. 

PROF. V. K. R. V. RAO : That is all 
right. Then tl ere is no quarrel. We have 
agreed, this Parliament passed a resolution, 
and it is hap iening. In fact I gave full 
satisfies. I can ~end him a copy again of the 
answer I gave. 

 
PROF. V. K. R. V. RAO : It is very 

difficult for me, Mr. Vice-Chairman, to 
answer all I ic questions Shri Rajnarain is 
capable of \ it ting,  but I want to assure 
him... 

SHRI RAJ! ARAIN : This is not all the 
questions; this is the only question. 

PROF. V. i-. R. V. RAO : He is now 
bringing up a particular case of an indi-
vidual student. On that I did not want to 
disagree. I can tell him that as soon as the 
matter was br tight to my notice, I had 
taken it up \ ith the University Grants 
Commission; he Chairman and I had some 
discussions on the subject and I am 

taking it as a very much larger qtiestion 
because in many States this is going to 
arise. 

As the regional languages become the 
media of instruction, we are going to have at 
a number of places, students who may not 
find it absolutely possible to answer in a 
medium of instruction which may not be 
their mother-tongue [because there is no 
State where everybody living in that State 
has the same mother- 
tongue as the language which is usually the 
medium of instruction of that Slate. [This 
very large problem I have already brought 
to the notice of the Chairman of the U.G.C., 
Dr. Kothari. Unfortunately, the Education 
Minister is not the Police Minister, and the 
Education Minister can only confine himself 
within the constraints of what he can do; he 
can persuade, appeal to the reason, get a 
dialogue started and so on. 

PROF. V. K. R. V. RAO : I have given 
as much answer as I can. I cannot give 
more. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI 
AKBAR ALI KHAN) : You are looking 
into it? 

PROF. V. K. R. V. RAO : I have asked 
the University Grants Commission to look 
into the matter because personally I do not 
try to interfere with the autonomy of the 
universities. 

You are looking at it in the wrong way. 
They are playing with the life of a young 
tv.an.  Silly. 

PROF. V. K. R. V. RAO : I am glad that 
Shri Rajnarain has reverted to the English 
language in expressing himself. 

 

!
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PROF. V. K. R. V. RAO : I am never 

angry with anything that Shri Rajnarain 
says, and he knows it, because I 
appreciate the sentiment that lies behind 
what he says. I may not appreciate his 
language, but I appreciate the sentiment 
that lies behind what he says. And I know 
that he is worried. Not only he is worried, 
but a number of other people including 
myself are worried at what happens to 
poor students. And in this particular case 
is the breach of the rules and regulations 
of the university. And it is not possible, 
as long as the laws and rules and 
regulations are there, just to throw them 
out, and therefore 1 referred the matter to 
the Chairman of the University Grants 
Commission, and they are having some 
discussion. What will ultimately emerge, 
I do not know. But all that I have done... 

SHRI MAHITOSH 
PURAKAYASTHA 

(Assam) : You should remember that the 
SSP has retained the English word in its 
party's name. 

PROF. V. K. R. V. RAO : I do not 
want to get into that. This is unnecessary 
digression. 

 
PROF. V. K. R. V. RAO : This is all 

unnecessary, Sir. But all that I wanted to 
say in that connection was that I have 
found the problem at other places, and I 
am sure that it is going to arise in all our 
States as the regional languages become 
the media of instruction. For example, 
you know. Sir, that in Hyderabad in the 
Osmania University, they are permitting 
their students to appear in two or three 
media of instruction. I think the students 
can appear in English, Hindi and in Urdu. 
If I am not mistaken, I think that decision 
has been taken by the University. In some 
other university,   they  are   permitting   
them  to 

appear in more than one medium. As the 
regional language becomes the medium of 
instruction, and since no State can be 
unilingual—it is impossible that there is any 
one State where the people living in that 
State speak the same language—there are 
bound to be a number of students who may 
find themselves in difficulties. And I have 
raised this very problem with the University 
Grants Commission, and 1 want to place it 
before the conference of the Vice-Chancellors 
when it meets next to find out whether it is 
possible to find out any practical solution 
which will apply to all cases and not merely 
to individual cases. 

Prof. Uma Shanker Joshi suggested that 
orientation courses should be organised for 
newly-appointed teachers in colleges. The 
Commission has already undertaken a major 
programme relating to Summer Institutes, 
Refresher Courses, Seminars and 
Conferences. Under this programme, well-
oriented courses for junior teachers were 
held under the auspices of various 
universities during 1969-70. However, I am 
prepared to have this question referred to at 
the next conference of Vice-Chancellors and 
place before them the experience of Shivaji 
University in this regard, as to whether there 
should not be some kind of orientation course 
for the newly-appointed teachers in the 
colleges. 
5 p. M. 

Shri Krishan Kant has urged that the 
problems of Calcutta University should be 
looked into urgently. Apart from Shri 
Krishan Kant, a number of other Members 
of the House are also interested in this parti-
cular problem. 

The U. G. C. recently considered some 
suggestions made by the Vice-Chancellor of 
the Calcutta University regarding the future 
development of the University and has 
decided to appoint a Committee to examine 
the developmental problems of the University 
in all their aspects, including the restructuring 
of the University, if need be, and the setting 
up and so on of autonomous colleges. The 
same may have to be done for the Delhi 
University which has also become a very 
large University with a very large number of 
colleges, and many problems have arisen in 
the four or five years which did not exist 
when I was the Vice-Chancellor of that 
University. In any case as far as Calcutta is 
concerned, the U.G.C. has taken a decision 
that a Committee should be appointed to go 
into their problems. 

Shri Krishan Kant also expressed a desire 
that the Punjab University should be 
converted into a Central University.   Shri 



 

A. v. smna s iggested that the Patna Uni-
versity should be taken over by the Centre 
and Shri Appan wanted a Central Uni-
versity in the kroth. In this he was joined by 
Shri  Chandrasekharan. 

Shri Mulkh Govinda Reddy has made a 
strong plea I'or the conversion of the 
Bangalore I aiversity into a Central 
University. A 1 these proposals have been 
given careful consideration. I am afraid, I 
am very sor y because I never like to say 
something vvl ch is disappointing, it has 
been decided hat the Central Government 
should not extend its responsibilities in a 
subject which primarily comes under the 
purview of I le State Governments, but 
should do all it can to assist the existing 
State Universi ies to improve their standards 
and functioni >g in teaching and research. 
The Punjab L u'versity will have to continue 
to function a; at present, in view of the 
decision of tl e Government of India to 
transfer Chai digarh to Punjab after the 
period of five years. 

Incidentally my friend, spoke about tin. 
Hindi medium colleges, I want to say this 
that as far au the Government of India is 
concerned, if the Hindi medium college is 
affiliated to the University in the State and 
the Univ -rsily in the State is prepared to 
permit st idents to answer in Hindi, then the 
Government of India will consider the 
possibilit as, within their resources, of 
seeing what assistance they can give tc such 
colleges. If, for example, the Kerala State 
wants ti start a Hindi medium college or 
Mysore, wl ich is starting a Hindi mediun 
College, start-, it, then it should not be 
beyond the pale of practical policy to do 
something foi them. But to set up a Central 
Hindi Unive sity in the South, I am afraid is 
not a prt position which the Government is 
prep ired to accept. 

Shri Appan has suggested that the Madras 
School of Social Work may be given the 
status of a Ui iversity, like the Tata Insti tute 
of Social W ;rk. Without going into the 
merits of tht proposal, because that will take 
too lorg, may 1 inform you that we have not 
received any such proposal either from the 
School or from the State Government' 

He also wr.hed to know the cost of edu-
cating a person for B.A., B.Sc, Engineering 
and Medicin!. I thought I should satisfy the 
legitima B curiosity of the hon'ble Member 
in this respect. But the latest available info 
mation only relates to 1965-66. According to 
that, the average annual cost 

per student in the different States is as 
follows:— 
Rs. 

Arts and Science Colleges     .        . 352 
Agriculture Colleges     .        .        . 1366 
Engineering and Technology .        . 1170 
Medical Colleges .... 1843 
Teachers Training Colleges    .        . 391 

I have no doubt that the cost per herd must 
have increased during the last five years. 

Several hon'ble Members raised the ques-
tion of students' participation in University 
affairs. I wish to inform the House that I am 
according high priority to this question of 
involving student community in the 
academic process. The U.G.C. has set up a 
Committee under the Chairmanship of Dr. 
P. B. Gajendragadkar to consider the issues 
relating to the governance of Universities 
and colleges, including the question of 
students' partcipation. The report of the 
Committee is expected shortly. I may 
inform the House that every effort will be 
made to take early action in the matter as 
soon as the recommendations are available 
and have been examined in consultation with 
the U.G.C. and the Vice-Chancellors'   
Conference. 

SHRI    M.    S.    GURUPADASWAMY 
(Mysore) : Why not have a modern man? 
Why do they appoint that type of indivi-
duals? 

PROF. V. K. R. V. RAO : Let us not 
discuss personalities. 

Before I conclude, I would like to 1ouch 
upon a few matters of great importance 
raised by some Members. I must apologise 
to the Members that I have not been able to 
take up every question raised in this House 
because we want to finish it today, and I do 
not want to prolong this House for more 
than five minutes or so. 

But in regard to any questions that have 
been raised to which I have not given an 
answer and to which I can give an answer, 1 
shall see that the answers are sent to the 
individual Members concerned. 
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 PROF.  V.   K.   R.   V.   RAO   :   Sir,   this 
question has been discussed in the othar 



 

[ Prof. V. K. R. V. Rao ] 
House and I made a statement in the other 
House. I certainly have no objection to tell 
my friend, Mr. Rajnarain, that the Executive 
Council of the University of Delhi has 
appointed a sub-committee of three mem-
bers ... 

 
PROF. V. K. R. V. RAO : With your 

permission, Sir, I can read out from the 
small statement I made yesterday in this 
particular connection. 

'"[ would only add that the Executive 
Council of the Delhi University at its 
meeting held on the 21st November. 
1970, appointed a committee of three 
persons to enquire into the circumstances 
leading to the termination of the services 
of Mr. Javed Alam, and look into the 
complaint of ten teachers of the Salwan 
College who had represented that they 
apprehended insecurity in service. The 
committee has been requested to furnish 
its report for the consideration of the 
Executive Council at its meeting to be 
held in the first week of December. 
1970." 

That is, after the committee makes its report. 
after the various facts are unravelled as to 
what were the reasons behind it—there is a 
lot of controversy going on about it— then 
the Executive Council and the University 
Grants Commission, I have no doubt in my 
mind, will take whatever action is possible 
and appropriate in the matter. 

Before I conclude, I would like to touch 
upon a few matters of great importance 
raised by some Members. Mr. Krishan Kant 
referred to what he characterised as the 
"tragedy of Education in India", and said 
that little change has been effected in the 
system of education—which is also to some 
extent the point raised by Mr. Rajnarain 
when he talked about 'Angrezi', the method 
of instruction, the whole philosophy of the 
system and so on—with the result that there 
was frustration and unemployment on the 
one hand and growth of Naxalism on the 
other. The growing malady of unemployment 
as a consequence of the present educational 
system was referred to by some other 
Members also. Dr. Mat hew Kurian— I do 
not sec him here, he made a strong 

speech—felt that no educational reform can 
be implemented in the absence of a radical 
transformation of the present social and 
economic system. I fully share the concern 
expressed by hon. Members regarding this 
issue of student frustration and unemploy-
ment. I think anybody who has got the 
slightest sensitiveness living in this country 
cannot but share the concern over what is 
happening on the entire youth front in our 
country. I wish to say in this connection that, 
taking up the question of Naxalism in the 
first place, we have to guard overselves 
against simplifying issues which are in 
reality complex in character and have roots 
deeper than what is apparent on the surface. 
It would be naive, in my opinion, to expect 
even a powerful instrument like Education to 
prescribe ready-made remedies for passing 
and prevailing ills. We cannot take the 
instances of students' involvement in 
Naxalite activities and expect Education to 
act as a handy and on-the-spot weapon 
which can counter them in a piecemeal 
fashion. The aim of education, Mr. Vice-
Chairman, is necessarily of a long-term 
character, to build up first the individual's 
mind and personality, to fit and equip him 
for life and the tasks to be performed for the 
society's development. But in the carrying 
out of this aim in practice— 1 do not say 
that all that is to be done is being done; a 
great deal has to be done— factors other than 
Education also come into the picture. All 
agencies—I do not wish to prolong it; I am 
putting it in a very brief, summary form—
which might even include this hon. House, 
engaged in the task of bringing about the 
needed social transformation in the country 
have a responsibility in the matter. 

SHRI A. P. CHATTERJEE (West 
Bengal) : This House is not an agency. 

PROF. V. K. R. V. RAO : Call it by a 
more honourable name, or whatever you 
like. If you do not like it, I will remove the 
word 'agency'. I think we are all agents of 
the electorate. But if the hon. Member 
prefers to think differently, I do not want to 
quarrel with him. He has already enough 
problems on his hands. 

, There has to be a well-planned, coordi-
nated effort on the part of all such agencies 
to create an appropriate climate for good 
education—I do not want to spell it out 
because I am sure the House understands 
what I want—and also to take steps to effect 
the needed social and economic 
transformation of the country. I have no 
doubt in my mind, both are required. If you 
do not do something for the social and 
economic transformation of the country 
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by peaceful and non-violent and conspi-
cuously visible methods, I do not think we 
are going lo solve the problem of students 
and unemployment. Similarly there are 
many realms. There is no time, otherwise I 
could have gone into them... 

SHRI A. P. CHATTERJEE : What 
about moral  values? 

PROF. V. j;:. R. V. RAO : Moral values 
are, of course, very important. The crea-
tion of an app opriate climate for good edu-
cation  is  als<    important . . .  

PROF. V. K. R. V. RAO : Mr. Vice-
Chairman, please request Mr. Rajnarain to 
resume his seat because other Members are 
all waitirg, they are being held up 
unnecessarily. I will finish my speech in a 
minute or tw  . 

Youth, by its very nature and texture, is 
generous ir its impulses and reacts to a 
wholesome c.imate with readiness and 
enthusiasm. I is by nature free from the 
cynicism natural to the old; and it is for the 
elders anu for the agencies engaged in the 
task of national reconstruction, to ensure 
that they do not appear out of date in the 
eyes of >ur youth, and let the growing youth 
feel th wind of social change and make it 
possib s for them to visualise avenues where 
their y uthftil dreams... 

 
THE V'CE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI 

AKBAR AL   KHAN)  : Order, order. 

SHRI RAJNARAIN : Everything is in 
order. 

 

PROF. V. K. R. V. RAO : . . .aided by 
the equipment which education has given 
them can be fulfilled. Honourable Members 
will recall how when we were youths and 
we were stirred up by the national move-
ment under the leadership of Gandhiji and 

felt that "to be young was very heaven" in 
those days. If such a spirit could be roused 
when we were fighting the battle for 
political freedom, it can certainly be roused 
again in the same non-violent, moral, 
ethical, manner as Gandhiji did— Let me 
emphasise it. Jt can certainly be roused 
again—when we are fighting the battle for 
social and economic freedom. Much 
depends upon the lead... 

PROF. V. K. R. V. RAO : Much depends 
upon the lead given by men of goodwill in 
all walks of life, including that of edu-
cation. 

Mr. Vice-Chairman, 1 do not wish to take 
up any more of your time, but I would like to 
emphasise that educational reconstructions 
needs ideas and these are not in short 
supply. What we require is more resources, 
identification of priorities, and concentration 
of efforts exceeding a critical size. To some 
extent my Ministry is trying to do 
something in this matter but certainly not 
anywhere to my satisfac lion, not because 
what we are doing is not good, but what we 
are doing is not sufficient. Educational 
reconstruction on a massive scale is a time-
consuming process. There is a limit to the 
point up to which one can hurry. 
Considering the phenomenal upsurge in the 
field of higher education and the paucity of 
resources and the magnitude of the problem, 
the efforts of the University Grants 
Commission in this field have, by and  
large,  yielded gratifying results. 
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PROF. V. K. R. V. RAO : I think Mr. 
Rajnarain  will  kindly  let  my speech be 
heard... 

 



211    Motion re [RAJYASABHA]        of University Grants   '212 
Annual Report Commission for 1968-69 

[ Prof. V. K. R. V. Rao ] 
As for the question of unemployment, this 

has to be viewed as a national problem, related 
to a variety of factors, particularly the rate of 
economic growth. 1 want the rate of growth 
and, if I may add, the readiness of the 
privileged classes, the upper classes, the 
propertied classes and the classes in positions 
of power and influence, to lead simpler lives 
and to give a lead to the country in simplicity 
and austerity so that we can then ask the 
masses of the people also to tighten their belts 
and go in for more savings and investments. 

The growing desire to enjoy the prestige 
and advantages of higher education cannot be 
easily curbed particularly in a democratic 
soviety. As in the case of Naxalite violence, 
the responsibility is not unilateral, and to 
seek the underlying causes of, and the re-
medies for, the phenomenon of unemploy-
ment with its consequent frustrations we 
have to go outside the educational system. It 
is obvious that the question requires closer 
study of man-power requirements and diverse 
efforts to create more employment potential in the 
light of the resources available—not the 
availability which we see today, but the actual 
potential availability must be made real 
availability. At the same time. 1 would agree that 
the educational system also should respond to the 
needs of 

employment and should go in at the lower 
levels for vocalionalisation and at the higher 
levels for job-orientation. 
I would not like to take any more time of 
the House. 1 thank the House for the patient 
hearing   it   has   given   me. 

 
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI AKBAR 
ALI KHAN) : The House stands adjourned  
till   11   A. M.   tomorrow. 

The House then adjourned at 
seventeen minutes past five of the 
clock till eleven of the clock on i 
nday, the 27th November, 1970, 


