
1 Oral Answers, [8 MAY 1970] to Question 2 

RAJYA SABHA 

Friday, the 8th  may, 1970/the i8lh Vaisaka, 
i iga (Saka). 

The House ; let at eleven of the Clock, 
MR. CHAIRMA I in the Chair. 

ORAL ANSW ERS TO QUESTIONS 

 

•(•[DOCUMENTARY MI.MS ON INDIAN LEADERS 

*266. SHRI J. P. YADAV : Will the 
Minister of INFORMATIONS AND 
BROADCASTS G AND COMMUNI-
CATIONS    be   leased to state  : 

(a) the namev of the Indian leaders on 
whose lives documentary films have been 
produced so far by Government and the names 
of those on whom documentary are going to 
be produced in future 

(b) the name of the religious educational 
and historical figures on whom documentary 
films are being produced; and 

(c) what is the criterion for making such 
documentary films ?  

• [      J English translation. 1—
30 R.S./70 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING AND IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS 
(SHRI I. K. GUJRAL): (a) and (b) A 
statement is laid on the table   of the   House   
(See   below). 

(c) There are no fixed criteria for selecting 
the subject for production of films. The 
subjects are included in the Production 
Programme consistent with the capacity and 
resources of the Films Division. 

STATEMENT 
(a) The following are the names of the 

Indian Leaders regarding whom documentary   
films have been produced : 

i. Lokmanya Tilak 
2. Mahatma Gandhi 
3. I,ala Lajpat Rai 
4. Sarvepaili Radhakrishnan 
5. Sardar Patel 
6. Jawahar Lai Nehru 
7. Sardar Bhagat Singh 
8. Shri Vinoba Bhave 
9. Shri Lai Bahadur Shasta 

 
10. Smt. Indira Gandhi 
11. Shri C. N. Annadurai 
12. Dr. Zakir Hussain 

The following documentary films ateon   
our   production       schedule    : 
1. Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
2. Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru 
3. Dr. Zakir Hussain 
4. Deshbandhu C. R. Dass 

(b) The following documentary films have 
been produced on regligious, educational    
and historical figures  : 

1. Gotama Buddha 
2. Swami Vivekananda 
3. Acharya Jagdisb Chandra Bose 
4. Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray 
5. Dr.    Rabindra    Nath Tagore 
6. Dr. Visvesvarayya 
7. Dr.  Karve 
8. Kandukuri Veerasalingam Pantulu 0. 
Shriswathi Thirunal Maharaja 

 
10. Sankararukku Oru Sodhanan 
11. Akbar—as seen through paint. 
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SHRI L  K. GUJRAL    :    Sir   so   far 
as the making of films on various other 
personalities that my lion, friend has mentioned, 
is concerned, I would only like to sa  that the 
reply to the main question prtains only to the 
names. Many doownentary films have been 
taken which pertan to subjects, as, for instance, 
the honourable friend of may have seen a film in 
he recent past, which was very much 
appreciated, on Krishna Leela base I on various 
paintings. In this reply ( ;tails have been given of 
the films on per; utilities. But Aims on subjects 
which pert u to personalities have also been 
made which are in good numbers. One thing 
which has to be kept in mind is that however 
much we may wish to make films on 
personalities that my honourable friends has 
mentioned, the difficulty is that the particular 
type of filmic material is not mad • available to 
us. For everything, as, for instance, for writing a 
bio- I graphy, a different type of material is 
needed. Similarly, a particular type of filmic 
rr.aterial is needed for a documentary   film    So   
far     as   the v criterion SHRI I. K. GUJRAL : Sir, I would only 

like to strongly recommend that move 
honourable friend may kindly see a fev 
documentary films that have been mad< 
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The impression that I got from my friend's 
question is  that  he has    seen  very   few film?    
or    perhaps      nothing-       It     will help him 
if he sees some of those films. The second 
point that I  would like to make is that for 
showing    documentary films   in   villages  
two  things   are   done. One thing is that in all 
the Cinema houses there is a  compulsory 
exhibition  of    a documentary film before the 
normal feature film is shown.    The second 
thing is that we have field publicity units.   
These field publicity   units   are   well   
equipped   and they  travel from  village  to  
village.    In addition to this, we give these 
documentary films to the publicity units in the 
States also and they also show these films 
through their units.    So for as the   green   
revolution   and   other   developmental   
activities are concerned, I do not have the full 
list of the films at the moment.    But I can 
assure him that all these steps are taken as   
they  should   be  taken.    So    far     as 
inspiration to children, etc. is concerned, I can 
assure him that the films are made with that  
angle in  view.    For  children alone there is 
such a  thing  called the Children's Film 
Society which the Government has set up and 
they concentrate on making films for children 
exclusively. 

SHRI DALPAT SINGH : May I know 
whether the Government is considering 
making domcumentary films on the lives of 
our great heroes like Rana-pratap, Chatrapathi 
Shivaji and Guru Gobind Singh, who fought 
for the freedom of our country from the hands 
of the imperialist   countries   in   those   days   
? 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL : The honourable 
Member must keep in mind that there are 
some subjects like Ranapratap which are more 
adequately dealt with by naking a feature film 
rather than by making a documentary film. 
For a documentary film a different type of 
filmic material is needed. Therefore, my 
friend may have seen many feature films that 
have been made on them. We do take docu-
mentary films on some suitable subjects. But 
some subjects, however, respectable, do not 
lend themselves for documentary films. 

SHRI DALPAT SINGH : Yes, you can 
take documentary film:- on suitable subjects 
only, on subjects which are suited to the 
times. 

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI : I want to know 
whether the Government will con- I isder as a 
measure of evaluation for making ' 

documentary films certain persona) who have 
emerged in various Stales and who have 
practically changed the course and thinking of 
their respective States and also of the country 
as a whole. In this connection I want to give 
an example of my   State... 

MR. CHAIRMAN   :   Please  put your 
question. 

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI : I want to know 
whether the Government will make 
documentary films on the people who have 
changed the social thinking in their States. 
Particularly in my State, Mahatnia Phule has 
changed the social thinking in Maharashtra. 
Along with that name i also mentioned about 
Dr. Karve who has changed the entire system 
of education, especially for women. I want to 
know whether the Government will consider 
these names. 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL : One thing I would 
like my friend to consider is that he is being 
very unfair to Dr. Karve and to Mr. Phule by 
calling them State leaders. They are national 
leaders. They do not belong to one State. They 
belong to India. Then whenever we take up 
the subject, we deal with it from the Indian 
point of view. If my friend has some 
suggestions, I am prepared to consider if he 
sends them  to me. 

SHRI LAL K. ADVANI : He has not 
given the  critertion on the basis of which the 
subject is chosen. His reply just now itself 
seems to betray that there is some bias in 
respect of selection of the subjects. After all 
artistic criteria cannot be the basis for selection 
of the subjects. The concern for artistic 
portrayal, of course, can be understood, but 
tlxat would come only after the film is 
selected. My friend has asked why films on 
Shivaji, Gum Govind Singh and Rana Pratap 
Singh were not produced and the reply was 
that these subjects are fit for feature films. I, 
however, find Akbar chosen as a theme for one 
of the documentaries. There has been a 
consistent criticism of the Government's 
approach in this matter particularly in regard to 
the revolutionaries who participated in the 
freedom struggle. I see here a long list of 
names. Sardar Bhagat Singh's is the only name 
in the list of to persons associated with 
contemporary history, who was a 
revolutionary. I have seen a publication of  the 
Films Division, 
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printed in 19 17. That did not include even 
Bhagat Singh's name. When was this producei 
. May I know whether there is any ii ention of 
producing further films on Arvind  Khudi 
Ram and other revokitionarie also? Then in 
the second class of categeries of films that are 
mentioned I find th namis of Netaji Bose and 
Pandit Nehru. I would like to know the 
amount aocated for these two films because 
there has been a criticim^ '.hat a paltry sum 
has been allotted for the film on Bose whereas 
a large sum has been   allotted   for   Nehru's   
film. 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL : My friead tries to 
judge everything from the amount spent on a 
file . All these more expensive films do not 
make good films. My friend is thinking that: if 
big sums are spent on a film, pe haps that is a 
better film than film on which less money is 
spent. Whether it is a film on Netaji Bose or 
of anybody els , the main point is not that we 
are stingy on funds. We are willing to spend 
as si ch money on a film on a subject that i 
needed. Now for Bose's film, the alloc Ition 
was about Rs. 80,000 because that a? the 
producers demand and if the Dir ctor wants 
only Rs. 80,000 could we ask him to take 
more ? I do not have the actual figure for 
Nehru's film.    I need notice for  that. 

SHRI LAL K. ADVANI : Is it Rs. to lakhs 
? 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL : It is not a fact and I 
may sa\ that no documentary film has been 
made in India which is costing Rs. 10   lakhs   
on   anybody. 

SHRI PREM MANOHAR : He should give  
the exac    figures. 

SHRI I. 1- GUJRAL : A documentary film 
on the average cost about Rs. 70,000 to :Rs. 1 
lakh or Rs. 1,20,000 varying with 1 he length, 
subject and the filmic materia already 
available and the new mater a 1 having to be 
produced. This is the basic thing- So far as the 
subjects are cuicerned, he asked whether films 
arc mad', on patriots. I would tell him that this 
I it is only of biographical documents. Far 
instance, there is one on Sardar Bhagat Singh- 
More biographical films are: be^ng mad-;. 
Similarly there is one 1 i Kamaghata Maru. I 
would be in a tosition to send him or lay on 
the Table . full list of documentaries made so 
far and that will meet his point. 

MR.   CHAIRMAN   :   Next   question. 

SHRI P. C. MITRA : Sir I rose  earlier. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : You caught my eye 
and there is a long list. We have taken 16 
minutes over one question and that is the 
reason why I have not called you. 

. 
SHIFTING OF THE OFFICE OF D. P. S. IN 

BOLANGIR 

♦267. SHRI K. C. PANDA : Will the 
Minister   of INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING     AND     COMMU-
NICATIONS     be pleased   to state   : 

^aj whether it is a fact that there is a 
proposal under Government's consideration 
for shifting the Divisional Postal 
Superintendent'., Office in Bolangir to a new    
building  ; and 

(b) if so, whether the rent for the building 
which is now occupied has been paid 
uptodate, if not how much has been paid and 
what was the lease agreement executed  ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING AND IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS, 
(PROF. SHER SINGH) : (a) There was 
proposal but it has been dropped. 

(b) Rent could not be paid so far as lease 
deed was not executed by the landlord and 
arrangements in the building to suit office 
working as promised have not been made. 
Rent will be paid as soon as these are settled- 

SHRI K. C. PANDA : The bifurcation of 
this division which comprises a portion of 
Andhra Pradesh, a portion of Madhya Pradesh 
and two big districts of Orissa—Koraput, 
Kalahandi and Bolangir—was announced 
earlier to take effect from 1st April and so 
another building was taken on rent at Jaypore 
and after appeal no bifurcation was made. 
Will the Minister enlighten the House whether 
the owner of this building is not being paid 
rent and in addition pressure is being put on 
him by issuing eviction notice ? 


