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t [SEEDS OF HIGH-YIELDING VARIETY OF
WHEAT

747. SARDAR GURCHARAN
SINGH TOHRA: Will the Minister of FOOD
AND AGRICULTURE be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that new type of
seed of wheat of high-yielding variety has
been developed by the I.LA.R.I. at the Pusa
Institute, New Delhi;

(b) if so, what is the procedure of sale of
such seeds to the farmers;

(c) whether Government propose to sell
such seeds to the State, Governments also;
and

(d) if not.
therefor?]
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t{THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHEB
SHINDE): (a) Yes, Sir. The Indian
Agricultural Research Institute has developed
seeds of a number of high yielding varieties of
wheat.

(b) The nucleus seed of the high yielding
varieties developed at the I.LA.R.I. is made
available after clearance by the Central
Varietal Release Committee of Government of
India primarily to the National Seeds Cor-
poration, which has the major responsibility
for the multiplication and distribution of these
seeds to farmers. As part of its extension
activities, the Institute also sells to the farmers
very small quantities (1 kg. per farmer) seeds
of those varieties. The farmers indenting for
such seeds are registered by the Institute, and
the seed is supplied to them in the order of
their registration.
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(¢) The nucleus seed of the varieties
developed at the Institute is also made
available to the State Departments of
Agriculture for multiplication and distribution
in their respective States.

(d) Does not arise.]

IMPORT OF POWER TILLERS

748. SHRI SWAISINGH SISODIA: Will
the Minister of FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) the number of power tillers proposed
to be imported during the current year; and

(b) the manner in which they will be
distributed?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHEB
SHINDE) : (a) It has been decided to import
2,438 numbers of power tillers from Japan
and U.S.A.

(b) As in the case of imported tractors,
these power tillers are proposed to be
distributed through State Agro-Industries
Corporations.

PRESS BRIEFING BY THE P.M.

749. SHRIDAYABHAI V. PATEL: SHRI
LOKANATH MISRA:

Will the Minister of INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING AND
COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state
whether it is a fact that a programme of
entertainment for journalists is being arranged
by the Press Information Bureau and Minister
of Information and Broadcasting to enable
leading correspondents and editors to meet
and briefed by the Prime Minister on
Government's attitude on certaiin matters?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND

BROADCASTING AND IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI 1. K. GUJRAL) The Press

Information Bureau arranges briefings from
time to time
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on national plans, policies and programmes
for correspondents, editors, etc. in the course
of their normal activity to keep the Press and
the people informed.

Occasionally, editors from different parts of
the country are invited to Delhi for such
meetings With the Prime Minister and other
Ministers and senior officials. In January,
1970 editors of metropolitan and national
dailies were invited to Delhi. During the
current month, the P.I.B., is inviting editors of
small and medium Indian language news-
papers. It is also proposed to invite economic
journalists for a similar meeting.

The only entertainment on such occasions
is the usual courtesy of a meal or a reception
which a Minister or a Department, With
whom a meeting is held, may offer.
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750. SHRI PRANAB KUMAR
MUKHERIJEE : Will the Minister of
INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING
AND COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to
refer to the



