
51       Written Answers [RAJYA SAB HA] to Questions 52 

 
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND CO 
OPERATION (SHRI
 ANNASAHEB 
SHINDE): (a) to (c) A statement is placed 
on the Table of the Sabha. 

STATEMENT 

The question of formulation and imple-
mention of suitable schemes o£ a lasting 
benefits in  the arid  and  semi-arid areas  in 

untry has been under the active con. 
MID Hi the Govt, of India for Mime 

time now. No special Study Team has been 
appointed b\ the Government of India tn go 
into the question of making dry and desert 
lands in U.P., Bihar and Rajasthan fertile  or   
to  assist   in   the  development  of 

areas in the country with the help of  
Israeli scientists. 
The Indian  Council of Agricultural Re-
scarch is, however, initiating a Coordinated 
Research Project for Dry Land Agriculture at 
an estimated cost of Rs. 147.50 lakhs for a 
period of four years. This project will become 
operative w'.e.f. 1-9-70. The study under i me 
will pay special attention to water harvesting, 
efficient use of stored wain in soil, breeding 
drought resistant or escaping varieties of crops 
and agronomic practices su i t ab l e  for low 
soil moisture conditions. It will have 15 Main 
Centres, eight Sub-Centres representing 
different agro-climatic and soil conditions in 
India. In addition, a special Centre for 
undertaking fundamental s tud ie s  on Plant 
Physiology as related to Dn fanning is 
provided under tin   scheme. 
y Scheme for Integrated Dry Land Agri-
cultural Development has also been sanctioned 
for implementation d i n i n g  the Fourth Plan 
period. The total number "I projects during the 
Fourth Plan period will be 24. but 9 projects 
bring t a k e n  up during 19711-71 in Andltra 
Pradesh, Gujarat Haryana, Madhva Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Mysore, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu 
and Uttar' Pradesh.' These pilot projects will 
be located around main or sub-research 
centres of the In d i an  Council nf Agricultural 
Research and will as Demonstration-cum-
training pro-jeiI-. 

 English  translation 

So la as desert .mas in Rajasthan, Gujarat 
ami Haryana are concerned, pilot projects ate 
also being t aken  up for their development on 
a long term basis, by undertaking works "I soil 
conservation, minor irrigation, afforestation, 
pasture development, etc. The approach is to 
take up specified items of work, depending on 
the suitability of the area selected in compact 
and well defined area-.. Schemes costing Rs. 
103.40 lakhs have already been sanc-ttoncd   
in   these  thru   States. 

A n-ii, plan scheme with the objective oi 
o rgani s ing  schemes of a long-term produc-
tive na t u r e  and also to provide remunerative 
work to rural labour in such areas so> that 
emergent scarcity relief works are avoided 
alter some years is being undertaken in the 
remaining foul \cars of the Fourth Five Vein 
Plan at a cost of Rs. 100 crorcs. S.i lai '_". tli~.i 
ric Is in seven States have been selected and the 
question of -.election of additional districts is 
now under consideration. Central Teams have 
been visiting the concerned States to expedite 
formulation and early sanction of schemes in 
the already selected dis t r ic ts .  A budget 
provision of Rs. 25.00 crores has been made 
for the current financial  vear,  for  this  
programme.] 
 

ASSESSMEIfl    IN    R I I W I O N     in    till.    
IGRARIAN l'KOKl.l Ms 

*289.   SHRI  CIII 1 I fit I5ASU:  
SHRI   PRAWU   KUMAR   Ml'Ml 

ERJEE: 

Will die Ministei of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE In pleased to refer to the repl] to 
linstarred Question No. 500 given in the  
Rajya   Sabha   on   8th    May,    1970   and' 
stair: 

(a) whethei Government have since made 
am assessment of the situation in re la t ion  to 
the agrarian problems with particular re-
ference to d i s t r ibut ion  of lauds among 
landless and poor peasants, .mil recovery of 
the lands  transferred  in  malafide manner; 

(b) if so. I he broad' lea I tires of the 
assessment;   and 

(c) the act ion  taken oi contemplated to be   
t a k e n    in   this direction? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE TN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (AND CO- 
OPERATION SHRI ANNASAHEB 
SHINDE);   (a) Yes,  Sir. 

(b) and (c) Government have issued ins-
tructions for immediate and "systematic im-
plementation of land rcl'oi m measures in-
corporated    in    the    Wesi     Bengal  Estates 
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Acquisition At and West Bengal Land Re-
(orms Act. In-mictions have also been issued 
for intensifyii g the drive for detection of 
surplus land sn•.I lands held malalidc or 
fictitious tran ters (benami). Action has al-
been i km lor amending the West Bengal Land 
Reforms Act with a view to safeguarding the 
interests of bargadars. Proposals are being 
finalised for revising the ceiling provisions. 

GRAM;  MI:    RESEARCH  IN AGRICULTURE 
*290. SHRI SANDA NARAYANAPPA: 

Will the \lii ster of Food and Agriculture be 
pleased    i > state: 

(a) Whai •<< e [lie names of the units in 
India which .ire receiving giants for re 
search  in  Agi culture from the Government 
of U.S.A.; 

(b) what is the total amount of giant re-
ceived so far; and 

(c) whether any such grants have been re-
ceived from cither countries also? 

THF, WIN STV.R OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY )F FOOD, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMl Ml ' DEVELOPMENT AND CO 
OPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHEB SHIN. 
DE): (a) Grants for Agricultural Research is 
received fr< in the U.S. Government under PL 
480 fundi These grants are received by the 
Indian Council of Agricultural Research, 
Universities. Colleges and other research 
Institutes. 

(b) llic total number of research projects 
sanctioned so far is 297 with a total outla\ of 
Rs 6 nircs approximately. 

(c) NM I!I t discussions with some othei 
countrie- JU in process for securing colla-
boration .iiii . issislaiue m agritulttnal re-
search 

 
  FISHING IN  BAY or BENGAI 

*29'     SHHI  T.  V. ANANDAN: 
SHRI BALACHANDRA MENON: 
5HRJ M   V. BHADRAM: 

Will the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE   ie pleased to state: 

(a) whethi it is a fact that Government have 
taken . decision to survey the Bay ol Bengal to 
In ale deep sea fishing areas there; 

(b) whetlu i- it is also a fact that a vessel 
has been purchased from the German De-
mocratic Republic for this purpose; 

(c) i£  so.    he details  thereof;  and 
(d) whal | [Ogress has been made so far in 

dcvelophic; - a fishing in the eastern region? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND CO-
OPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHEB SHIN. 
ni'i: (a) to (d) A statement is laid on the I able 
of the Sabha. 

M in KENT 

(a) The Government of India is strength-
ening the Deep Sea Fishing Organisation 
which has as one of its major objectives sur-a-
\ of ihc marine fish resources off the Indian 
Coast. The Saj of Bengal is also covered 
under the programme for intensification of 
these surveys. 

(b) A vessel manufactured in the German 
Democratic Republic has been added to the 
Survey licet of the Deep Sea Fishing Orga-
nisat ion and will shortly be deployed in the 
Bay of Bengal of undertaking survey in this 
ana. 

(i i The \esscl is a stern trawler suitable lor 
exploration of deep sea bottom grounds, (i has 
a length of 106 ft. and an engine of 552 H.P. 

(d) Surveys of resources have been carried 
out from bases in Visakhapatnain and Tuti-
corin. 1,545 mechanised boats upto 36 ft. 
length are already operating on the East Coast. 
Cold storage and freezing facilities have been 
provided at several ports on this Coast. 
Fishing harbours have also been sanctioned at 
some ports on the East Coast and proposals 
for more harbours are under consideration. 
Import licence for two vessels has been issued 
to a firm proposing to operate from the East 
Coast. 

 


