3149  Written Answers

MICRO-WAVE CENTRE AT TINSUKIA

1023. SHRI G. BARBORA : Will the
Minister of  INFORMATION  AND
BROADCASTING AND  COMMUNI-
CATIONS be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that a plot of land
was requisitioned and some construction
works were also started on the same for a
microwave centre at Tinsukia about two years
back; and

(b) if so, the reasons for the delay in the
completion of the same ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING AND IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS
(PROF. SHER SINGH) : (a) Yes. A plot of
land was requisitioned for construction of a
microwave tower and technical building to
connect Tinsukia to the microwave system
linking Calcutta, North Bengal and Assam.

(b) The construction of technical building
and tower foundations at Tinsukia has been
completed and installation of the equipment is
in progress. The work on microwave system
has already been completed from Calcutta to
Dibrugarh. The completion of works in the
remaining section Viz. Dibrugarh-Tinsukia has
been delayed due to change in the routing of
the microwave link from Jorhat to Tinsukia,
which required construction of new radio relay
stations between Jorhat and Dibrugarh. The
balance works are expected to be completed in
about six months' time.
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to Questions 3150

tIBROADCASTING OF HINDI TALKS
FROM A.LR.

1024. SHRI M. P. SHUKLA : Will the
Minister  of INFORMATION  AND
BROADCASTING AND  COMMUNI-
CATIONS be pleased to state:

(a) the number of talks broadcast daily in
Hindi and English respectively under the
various programmes of the Delhi Station of
All India Radio; and

(b) whether it is a fact that the
broadcasting of the talks in Hindi has been
reduced considerably for the last few years?]
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t{THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING AND IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI I. K. GUJRAL) : (a) The average
number of talks broadcast daily in Hindi and
English from the Delhi Station, including
those items originated by the News Services
Division works out to 10 and 3 respectively.

(b) No, Madam. There has been an
increase. |
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