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" treated as forest ares, The annual forest
produce varies from year
details for 1967-68 ae howevcer as follow :

(i) Timber—1052 cubic metre.
(ii) Ballies—3¢ 7740 numbers.
(iii) Bamboos— 954949 numbers.
(iv) Firewood--13657 cords.

(v) Canes—4026400 numbers,
(vi) Dhup resin—3187 kilograms.

(b) The forest produce is disposed of
mainly in the following ways :—

(1) Timber lo s by—

(a) sale t. local Plywood Fac™
tories and to the Match
factor es on the Island and
the m iinland;

(b) on tht mainland by sale to
the Riilways through Direc-
torate General of Supplies
and Disposals and other
Government and Semi-Gov-
ernment Institutions through
the Drpartmental Depots at
Qalculta and Madras ;

(c) converion in departmental
Saw Mills at Chatham and
Betapnr for local sale to
the local public and
Government Deptts. as well
as for \lisposal in the Depart-
menta' Depots in the main-
land a! Calcutta and Madras ;

(d) sale to private Saw Millers
for conversion in their Saw

Mills,
(i) Ballies a1d Bamboos are used
both by 3overnment Depart-

ments as well as Public in
making  emporary hutments
fencing et

(ili) Firewood is used mainly for
running of Steam-Vessels and
Power House ;

(iv) Ganes aie used by Forest
Departme ts for rafting of logs
and part of it is utilised by
Jail and Cottage  Industries
Department for furniture mak-
ing.

(vi) Dhoop Reiin extracted by lesses
is disposed of by them directly.

(c) Yes, Madam. The saw-mill installed
at Chatham by C'overnment is running

[25 JULY 1969]

to Questions 984

at a loss. Based on the figures given

to year. The 1 in the proforma accounts of the forest

Department for the last three years
the average annual loss works out to
Rs. 35,96,228. Reasons for losses mainly
are—(i) High Cost of logs as fixed by the
commercial system of accounting adopted
by the Department ; (ii) sawing of inferior
quality logs yields poor out-turn of sawn-
timber ; (iii) Use of old and out-moded
machinery and equipment ; (iv) increase
in the cost of stores used in the saw mill ;
(v) increase in pay and allowances given
to the industrial employees due to libera-
lised service conditions ; and (vi) sale
of sawn timber in the Islands and on the
mainland markets at rates lower than the
cost of production.

Steps taken to obviate the losses are
(1) re-examination of costing of raw-
materials in proforma accounts (2) replace-
ment of old and out-moded machinery
and equipment on phased basis ; and
(3) consideration for increasc in the rates
for local sale of sawn timber.

(d) No, Madam.

(e) Does not arise. |
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