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♦Central assistance is released on a total basis in the light of the progress of expenditure. 
The Govt, of India have also allotted 200 tonnes of wheat to the Cyclone affected areas of the 
State and the same has been distributed among the Collectors for free distribution among 
Cyclone affected victims.  

j[F00D   PRODUCTION 

*i35- SHRI J. P. YADAV : 

SHRI MAN SINGH VARMA : 

Will the Minister of FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE   be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that even though 
52 per cent of the total land available in 
the country, which comes to 157 million 
hectares is under cultivation, the agri 
cultural yield is much  below the  world 
•average;    ' 

 (b) if so, whether it is due to the lack of 
.irrigation facilities   which also retards the 
use of fertilizers;   and . 

(c) what specific programme Govern- 
menfpropose to   adopt so as to make the 

.country self-sufficient in this regard ?] 

t['  ] English translation. 
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t[THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 
COOPERATION (SHRI S HINDE) : (a) to (c) 
A statement is lad on the Table of the Sabha. 

ft    ] English translation. 

STATEMENT 

(a) Yes, Madam. Yields of major food-
grains in India are below the world averages. 

(b) Low irrigation percentage is one of the 
factors influencing the consumption of 
fertilisers. With the expansion in irrigation 
facilities and use of high-yielding varieties of 
seeds- fertiliser consumption is expected to go 
up considerably. This will have the effect of 
increasing the crop yields per acre. 

(c) A very high priority is being given to 
increased agricultural production so as to meet 
the growing requirements of the country's 
population as also the needs of industries and 
export. A new strategy for agricultural 
development has been adopted since 1966-67 
and is proposed to be continued during the 
Fourth Five Year Plan. The main planks of this 
strategy are : cultivation of high-yielding 
varieties of foodgrains, multiple cropping, 
minor irrigation for intensive cultivation, 
organised provision of inputs like fertilisers and 
pesticides, timely and liberal provision of credit 
facilities, farmer's education and training and 
intensification of research.] 

DAMAGE TO RABI  CROPS 

*r36. SHRI JAGAT NARAIN : Will the 
Minister of FOOD AND AGRICULTURE  be 
pleased to state : 

(a) the extent of damage caused to the rabi 
crops and orchards in Himachal Pradesh, Uttar 
Pradesh, Delhi, Punjab and Jammu and 
Kashmir due to unusual late rains, hail-storms 
and heavy snow-fall in the month of April and 
May, 1969; and 

(b) the assistance given by the Centre to 
those States and  Union Territories ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD. AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHEB 
SHINDE) : (a) and (b) The required 
information has been called for from the States 
and Union Territory Administrations and will 
be placed on the Table of the Sabha as soon as 
compiled. 

I PILOT      PROJECTS   TO    REVITALISE   PAN-
CHAYATI RAJ 

137. SHRI A. D. MANI : Will the Minister 
of FOOD AND AGRICULTURE   be pleased 
to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that a few pilot 
projects in    selected areas like    Gramdan 


