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t{THE MINISTER Ol STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM  AND
CHEMICALS AND MINES AND METALS
(SHRI D. R. CHAVAN) (a) .Sarabhai
Chemicals have been purchasing bulk penicillin
from Hindustan Antibiotics Limited, Pimpri at
50 paise per mega unit. With regard to the cost
of production of penicillin it would not be
possible to make it public as it Would prejudice
tlie interests of Hindusthan Antibiotics Limited
functioning, as they do, in a highly eorttpetitivc
industry.

(b) A statement showing the retail prices of
vialled penicillin presently in force is laid on the
Table of the Sabha. It is not clear what is meant
by retail prices in international market as no
retail sales occur in that market. If the reference
is to retail prices in other countries the latest
information is not readily available. But it may
be stated that they are generally higher han
those in India.

t[ ] English translation.

Prices of Drugs and Pharmaccuticals is
under examination of Government.
STATEMENT

Retail Prices of vialled penicillin fived by

CGrovernment

Description  of vialled Whole
product sale price

in  paise

per vial
2 lakh Penicillin I. U. . 42
4 lakh Penicillin I.U. ; 55
5 lakhs Penicillin I1.U. 61
10 lakhs Penicillin LU, . 101
15 lakhs Penicillin 1. U. 143
20 lakhs Penicillin I, U. 186
1o lakhs Penicillin L. U. q56

Retail ceiling prices of each Unitage of
penicillin is shown on each vial after addine
actual Excise Duty and commission to retailers
not exceedingten per cent. |

FOREIGN EXCHANGE FOR SHRI G. D.
BIRLA'S VISIT ABROAD

4283 : SHRI SYED HUSSAIN: Will the
Minister of FINANCE  be pleased to
state :

(a) whether it is a fact that Shri G. D. Birla,
recently visited Ethiopia and some other
foreign countries;

(b) if so, what was the purpose of his visit;
and

(¢c) the amount of foreign exchange
sanctioned io him in this regard?

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND
MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI MORARIJI R.
DESAI) : (a) to (¢) Shri G. D. Biil ( visited
Ethiopia recently for holding discussions with the
Imperial Ethiopian Government about the
possibilities of participating in the development
of Agriculture and Industry in that country.
During this visit, he availed of foreign | exchange
Io the extent ofabout £47.-



