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STATEMENT BY THE PRIME MINISTER
RE HER RECENT VISIT TO SINGAPORE,
AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND AND
MALAYSIA

THE PRIME MTNISTER AND MINISTER
OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRIMATI
INDIRA GANDHI) : Madam Deputy Chairman,
from 19th May to 1st June I visited Singapore,
Australia, New Zealand and Malaysia, in
response to invitations from the Heads of the
friendly Governments concerned. The cordiality
and warmth with which we were received, not
only by the Governments but aiso by the people,
reflected the goodwill and friendship which they
have for India.

I had visited Malaysia and Singapore before,
though not as Prime Minister. But with regard to
Australia and New Zealand, it was a voyage of
discovery. Although we have known these two
countries through our Membership of the
Commonwealth and have had good and friendly
relations with them, 1 felt that it was essential
for us to have more direct contacts.

The central purpose of my visit was to make
personal contact with the distinguished leaders
of these countries, and to exchange ideas with
them on current international problems and
matters of mutual interest. The visit also
provided an opportunity to strengthen our
bilateral relations and to promote proper
understanding of our problems, our policies, our
endeavours and our achievements. I think I was
also able to correct certain impressions which had
been created in recent years because of our
economic and other difficulties.

It was not my intention to seek specific
agreements or to undertake negotiations on
specific  matters. However, the officials
accompanying me availed of the opportunity to
discuss, with their counterparts, matters relating
to the furthering of bilateral cooperation in the
economic technical, scientific and cultural
fields.

I had invited our Heads of Missions from
Indonesia Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, Malaysia
and Singapore to meet me in Kaula Lumpur for
consultations. They gave a first-hand assessment
of the situation and the thinking in these
countries, on current problems, and of our
developing bilateral relations. 1 am glad to in-
form the House that om- relations with
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these and other countries in the region
continue to be good and are being further
strengthened to our mutual benefit.

There is a large fund of goodwill for India
and the recognition that despite her recent
difficulties, India is a vigorous and peace-
loving democracy. I was informed that Indian
cooperation and participation in economic
endeavours would be welcome. On our part, I
reiter-rated our own earnest interest as well as
desire to cooperate with them. We are already
discussing possibilities of increasing our trade
and of developing technical cooperation, joint
ventures, etc. A Malaysian delegation has
already visited us. Other delegations are ex-
pected.

As the House is aware, a sizable section of
the people of Indian origin abroad live in some
of these countries. Over a million are in
Malaysia and Singapore. A majority of them
have settled down as citizens of the countries
of their adoption, and are contributing to the
welfare and development of these two
countries. I was assured by the leaders of
government in both these countries that there is
no discrimination against persons of Indian
origin® They do have some problems, which
are not unusual in the circumstances. Given
goodwill on all sides, the difficulties should
not prove insuperable.

Our own views on foreign bases have been
expressed on more than one occasion. Our stand
on Vietnam is also well-known and was further
elucidated. These countries were, in varying
degrees, concerned about the possible economic
and political consequences of the changing
conditions in the area. Naturally, we are-
interested in the South-East Asian region,
which we would like to see as an area of peace,
cooperation and prosperity. We believe that the
security as well as future of the region lie in the
stability, growth and rapid economic
development of these countries, based upon
such cooperation as their sovereign and
independent governments may choose to have.

The Governments of other friendly countries
in this region had invited me and I should have
liked to respond. I regret I was unable to do so
on this occasion. We attach the highest
importance to our relations with these and other
countries of the South-East Asian region.
Fortunately, we have very close relations with
them and it will be our constant
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endeavour to further strengthen these relations,
which are based on mutual cooperation and
respect for one another's independence.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I must say
that this is a Private Members' day. I would like
to know from you how much time you want for
clarifications because we have to be very brief.
I am asking for your cooperation because we
must finish it soon.

SHRI BANKA BEHARY DAS (Orissa): You
first allow the questions.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I am going to
allow but please be brief and no statements but
just questions. Mr. Bhandari.

ot g fag WErd (Twreaw)
qur HHl wgiEar A zfqor @ ofmr ¥
Wi Frar A frar g uw awew #
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% WAl A Az Fw fAwam s qwr
gwr? m e afafaa & @ 39
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F1 agarg wf fazw dfs & d@a9 W
SHI & wgAn a4 ° fEdr Swe &1
gzaw Gar BT W &7 T ami 9%
I qF ETEET L

SHRI S. S. MARISWAMY (Madras) : The
Prime Minister was in Singapore and had talks
with the Singapore Prime Minister. In the
course of the talks did the Singapore Prime
Minister express any keen desire to have Indian
co-operation to build a dockyard in Singapore
in place of the British dockyard which is being
dismantled now ?

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA (West Bengal) : I
would like to ask four sets of questions.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Four sets

or four questions.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : Four sets of
questions. The first is this. What led the Prime
Minister to believe that there is a possibility of
co-operation, to quote her words or of the joint
communique, 'for peace and progress of this
region between India and Australia'? Every
body knows that Australia maintains not only
inside a white Australia policy which is
racialism but also agressive postures in the
whole region. ¢ Therefore I would like to know
on what basis she made that statement and how
her statement is expected to help the image of
India ? Secondly, I have carefully studied the
speeches she was making and also the joint
communiques or whatever were the documents
that were issued. It appears that there was a
deliberate attempt not to say much on Vietnam
and I would like to know the reasons for it. In
this connection I would like to know why the
American aggression on Vietham was not
condemned and why was it not force fully
repeated that the aggression should stop and the
bombings by the Americans  should
unconditionally be stopped and there should a
stoppage of all acts of war? In this connection
may I know from the Prime Minister whether
she privately and otherwise asked the Australian
and the New Zealand Governments to withdraw
their Expeditionary Forces from Vietnam where
they are fighting on the side of the Americans on
the Asian soil and suppressing Asian freedom.
This she should explain. I would like to know
also what she did to impress upon Malaysia and
Singapore especially Malaysia, that they
should not
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seek the co-operation of the British Forces or
the British Imperialist Forces in that region
because after hardly she left there was another
conference by some of these Powers for
aggressive designs. Therefore as far as
personal contacts are concerned, I need not go
into them. I leave it to personal equations but
as far as political implications of it are con-
cerned, I would like to know in what, manner
have we made positive changes as far as
Australia and New Zealand are concerned and
also to some extent Malaysia. I hope these
points should be explained, because I find she
was not saying anything about imperialism,
colonialism and neo-colonialism. I have given a
motion ! for discussion on this. Were these
words j tabooed during her visit there ?
THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Das. |

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:
going party-wise in this.
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lam not

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: If the Chair
is to go by the Rules of Procedure-Rule 252-
there should be no clarifications. Questions are
not allowed on statements, which procedure
the other House follows but even so, I have
permitted and I want the questions to be
direct, to be brief and without any statement
attached or any comments. Mr. Das.

SHRI BANKA BEHARY DAS: It is ood
that the Prime Ministe went to
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these countries and had personal contacts with
the Governments of these countries. I want to
know from the Prime Ministei whether in the
course of her tour she discussed with them the
question of British withdrawal from the eastern
region, and how other countries are viewing it,
because we are concerned with that. After this
withdiawal, again, America and the Soviet
Union as today's papers carry the news—may
try to influence this area; I want to know
whether she discussed with them this question
that only those countries which are interested in
this region come into the picture and others
who are outside the zone do not interfere in the
affairs of this zone. I want to know from the
Prime Minister also whether she discussed the
question of Vietnam with these countries. If so,
what was the reaction of these countries, and
particularly which are the countries which look
from the same angle at the question of Vietnam
as we are looking at it? And the third clarifica-
tion I want from the Prime Minister is about
communist China, because some of these
countries are very much perturbed as we are
perturbed about communist China and the threat
to this region. What were the views of these
countries and how far both of us can co-operate
in meeting the challenge from communist
China?

SHRI A. P. CHATTERJEE (West Bengal) :
Madam, 1 also want to ask a question.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Well, all the
Members cannot put questions. Leave the
discretion to the Chair. Now Mr. Rajnarain.

wff TEATCAN : WIAAAT, GATA Aal
st @1 areefen, ;e gafgar 91T
frmae &1 saor gam | F QU awTen
g7 #¢ I oAdT 9T ga @ g fw
faaft eqfafes carsrz =1 7% @@ @
At T gE ) § wEa G g fE
e fedr oifafes e 9 g
fairg am@ gL g, A1 wad AA AR
ZH @R &1 aFETIr |

gatr amag 20w A adr weiEr
FTATT & #Aag ¢ e fam oy s=-
ardl ¥ 9z W= g ofR G w
da g3z v S aww fRvzgem, S
et &3 FE, sEelee A



901 Statement by

' oygEdE g A AT gEA U
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A HFIE TAAAF WHAZ 4T, TEA
99 qHEg 7 AT A@q 9 fw oFEl
A F gwAfas, WfaF, w7
Aiegpfas  wHwr 4r |

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : That will
do.

At TR : g7 qreed gar g
feoa & dwm a@er gar g, e
f i dwar oE w5 d Wi aE
AT W qwr § ) AT Aot
O wd § AT Awed ¥ 2 EE
az wgen o 2w oo § dem ®
faw @zr & wmar g, & e AN § =91
g9 aT7 2 EAT & 1 famer awg e
writ & for & owEAr S W@ A @
A | Sty AwgEe @A
fomar wwa foar &, 588 &9 @97 g9A
faar g | zwam wer 93 E F

4

gaE WA St A FE R = A0 W
a9 q@] 9T OwAl  sEr wriEd |
areEfas waEt 97 ar 5= gE, WA
¥ gd ww g aifgd ) ger agi o
st wfax aw gu &, @i 3@ & fag
va HHAT ST ggr a% ar A #y7 I
AWl ¥ oagt 9¢ IEW Arasia a0 4
G0 AT T A9 ATl BT TATH FHEI
faerar ofed

SHRI A.P. CHATTERIJEE : 1 will

ask really one question, Madam Deputy
Chairman. Now it is quite clear that these four
countries, particularly Australia and New
Zealand are certainly very committed
countries, very committed to the imperialist
bloc; Australia and New Zealand belong to the
SEATO, and Singapore and Malaysia are
nearer the SEATO bloc or the imperialist bloc.
Now I put this question. What were the special
circumstances under which the Prime Minister
had the occasion or felt the urge to pick out
these four countries
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and travel there ? Another question arises
from this. There is a rumour—and there was
a spate of rumours at that t ime also—that it
was not merely economic co-operation that
was the subject-matter of the talks between
our Prime Minister and the Heads of these
States, but also political talks, and there was
a suspicion also that the Prime Minister went
there to strike an anti-China and anti-socialist
note with these countries. Now, whether this
is a fact or not we want to know from the
Prime Minister, on the second aspect of the
question whether there was a political talk
with the Heads of these States, or not, and
what was the nature of this political talk.
These are the two questions.

SHRIMATI * INDIRA GANDHI: Madam,
a number of questions have been asked. I
think that some of them have already been
dealt with in my statement; for instance, [
gave the reason the last questioner has asked
what was the reason —for travelling to these
countries. I thought I had explained it not only
in the statement today but at very great length
in my speech when we were discussing the
Russian arms supply to Pakistan, that we are
interested in making friends with other
countries even where some of their policies
may be different from ours and their way of
looking at certain questions may be different
from ours. We are interested in making
friends with these countries, and in trying to
understand why they are shaping their
policies in a particular way and how things
are going. This was why I travelled there. I
think all these countries are going to play an
important part in the changing conditions in
Asia, and it is very important for India to
keep in touch with them.

Then the question was whether there was
any political talk. Obviously, when the Heads
of Governments meet, there is political talk,
and in fact all talk that takes place, even on
economic matters or other matters is, in a
sense, political talk. So there is no doubt
about that.

3P.M.

But if political talk necessarily means that
one is creating an alignment against
somebody or block against somebody then i
was not so. My purpose in going, as I said
just now, was to know their thinking, what
influences them to shape their policies and
also what they think about the future of that
region. It does not neces-
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sarily .nean that we have the same views as
they have or that we agree with them on these
matters but I think the exchange of views was
useful to us in understanding that whole area. I
think that commitment point is also met by thi
S.

Then the questions of Vietnam and the
British withdrawal have been raised. I have
also mentioned in my statement that we did
make our view very clear. In fact even before
I went they had taken some trouble to read the
statements on the stand we had been taking on
these issues, so this was not in any way un-
familiar to them but still in giving our
appraisal of world affairs we put forward our
own viewpoints very clearly and very frankly.

Why has Vietnam not been mentioned in
the communique ? Well, we could have stated
our point of view but I do not think that that is
very important since it was not a question of
any new event or thinking on the subject. We
had also given our views on what the danger
of foreign forces, or people going to fight in
other countries and also of having foreign
bases. Then there was the question of .

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Did
you ask them to withdraw ?

SHRI BANK A BEHARY DAS: We
know what the view of the Government of
India is. What was their view? That is what
we want to know.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : Did you
ask them to withdraw the Australian and New
Zealand troops from Vietnam? The general
philosophy is known.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: It is
obvious. When I go on a goodwill tcur it is
not for me to advise them what they should
do except to put forward our own point of
view very clearly that the presence of foreign
forces does not lead to peace or to the
settlement of any issue. I think it is
understood in that.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : 1 see, they
understood? It is an illusion.

SHRIMATI INDIRA  GANDHI:
Certainly not collusion.

In the beginning the hon. Member asked
whether our present policy Would block any
co-operation apart from the economic,
scientific or cultural. 1 do not think it is a
question of blocking policy because it is a
question of whether one considers this a
desirable thing to do,
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whether such a step—I presume the hon.
Member had military co-operation in view—
is a desirable thing. The question is whether
when we are telling other people that they
should not interfere we should in any manner
push ourselve forward and whether this would
serve a useful purpose.

SHRI SUNDAR SINGH BHANDARI: It
can be in the form of military missions also.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: 1
think that comes to the same thing really Our
view is that it would not serve any useful
purpose: it would not be the right thing to do.
But this has nothing to do with our policy.
Obviously if we consider it a good thing to
do we could change policy but we do not
think that that would be a good thing to do.

The other point was about the dockyard in
Singapore. All these points which have been
touched upon by hon. Members

SHRI S. S. MARISWAMY : 1 raised a
specific point about it.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: I am
talking of all the matters and I am making a
general remark first. All these matters were
discussed. With regard to the dockyard, there
was no specific request made to us because
the situation is not still very clear and they
are in the process of talking about these
things we do not know exactly what will
happen.

One hon. Member made a remark—I think
it was Mr. Bhupesh Gupta—about the White
Australia policy. Now that policy does exist;
we made our own views very clear about it.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Then why do
you say peace and progress with Australia ?In
what manner ?

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI:
Well, it is difficult to define peace and
progress.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : You are

not a philospher; you are a politician, the
Prime Minister of a country. I had been to
Australia and it took me some time to
convince them that I am a citizen of free
India and not a British subject. They said—
the immigration authorities— no, you cannot
write it; you have to write British citizen.
Now, you understand
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this all right; how can you deny that? When
that is the position you made a ludicrous
statement that Australia and India will co-
operate for peace and progress in this region.
Kindly treat us to this mystery.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: There is no
mystery at all, Madam. As [ said earlier,
though it is very clear that we do not agree on
all points our effort is to seek out some area of
agreement and try to enlarge it.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: On which point
do you agree with Australia?

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: Well, we
agree with having democracy for instance and
I think that is an important point.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: You agree with
believing in  God foi instance.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Anyway,
you are convinced now.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI : British
withdrawals from Malaysia and Singapore; 1
have made a reference in my statement that
these countries are concerned about this
matter. It is not a question whether policy-
wise they consider it a right thing or a wrong
thing, but any such big change wiH create
certain problems for them and they have to
face these problems. I have also mentioned
the specific issue of bilateral co-operation; I
cannot mention all the points on this occasion
but as I have said the main purpose was to
know their viewpoints on various matters,
these are specific issues really. I did not go
there to make agreements on trade.
Delegations are coming here from these
countries and ours may go there to decide the
details. As I have mentioned, the Malaysian
delegation has already been here and they
have had a detailed exchange with our officials
covering a very wide field including
agriculture, forestry, education, health,
mapping and survey, technical training and
production. Some of our industrialists are
going there and some ventures have already
been started; others are going to be started.
Malaysian industiialist are going to pay us a
return visit in August. These are the specinc
things which were taken up. Similarly with
other countries. Once you establish a certain
amount of contact then it is followed up by
The concerned Ministries which go into the
details.
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1 did not visit any temples, or do any visiting
of that kind as my time in each place was
extremely limited.

st TRATORN ;. ATAAAT, § 0F o7l
FTO FTAT ATEAT § A A1 fraw fen A
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o 1 w41 gf &1 v s, aren oo 9 o
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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I think the
Prime Minister nas given a full reply and I go

on to the Private Member's Resolutions. Mr. C'.
L. Varma will move his Resolution.

SHRI BHUFESH GUPTA : I have given
notice of a motion.

st AN ;g gEE g fF
wigw fafaeet & st aam faan @ sage
w9i g WfEd |

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Whatever

process is open to hon. Members, they may
take it up.

RESOLUTION ER ACCORDING FULL
STATEHOOD TO THE UNION
TERRITORY OF HIMACHAL
PRADESH

SHRI C. L. VARMA (Himachal Pradesh) :
Madam, before I move my motion, one day
has been allotted for this Resolution. I would
like to know how
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many hours it constitutes. I have tn say that this
is a very important Resolution as far as
Himachal Pradesh is concerned It is a life and
death question for Himachal Pradesh.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You will get
another one and a half hours on the next
occasion. Please begin.

SHRI C. L. VARMA: Thank you very
much.

q o AT 1A F A1 gE Fafeas
FATE :

‘g T E g7 awafy & e frwree
TIW ¥ #9 T9g-Hd ®1 WAy 89
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s % far dfqam ¥ doieam v
2 vae faae wegw w & fad
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[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHR1 M, P,
BHARGAVA) in the Chair]
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