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STATEMENT BY THE PRIME MINIS-
TER RE HER RECENT VISIT TO
SINGAPORE, AUSTRALIA, NEW

ZEALAND AND MALAYSIA

THE PRIME MINISTER AND
MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI :
Madam Deputy Chairman, from 19th
May to Ist June I visited Singapore,
Australia, New Zealand and Malaysia,
in response to invitations from the Heads
of the friendly Governments concerned.
The cordiality and warmth with which
wo were received, not only by the Govern-
ments but aiso by the people, reflected
the goodwill and friendship which they
have for India.

I had visited Malaysia and Singapore
before, though not as Prime Minister.
Bat with regard to Australia and New
Zealand, it was a voyage of discovery.
Although we have known these two
countries through our Membership of
the Commonwealth and have had good and
friendly relations with them, 1 felt that
it was essential for us to have more direct
contacts.

The central purpose of my visit was to
make personal contact with the distin-
guished leaders of these countries, and
to exchange ideas with them on current
international problems and matters of
mutual interest. The visit also provided
an opportunity to strengthen our
bilateral relations and to promote proper
understanding of our problems, our
policies, our endeavours and our achieve-
ments. I think T was also akle to correct
certain impressions which had been created
in recent years because of our economic
and other difficulties.

It was not my intention to seek specific
agreements or to undertake negotiations
on specific matters. However, the officials
accompanying me availed of the oppor-
tunity to discuss, with their counterparts,
matters relating to the furthering of
bilateral cooperation in the economic
technical, scientific and cultural fields.

I had invited our Heads of Missiops
from Indonesia Laos, Cambodia, Thai-
land, Malaysia and Singepore to n.eet me
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in Kaula Lumpur for consultations. They
gave a first-hand assessment of the situa-
tion and the thinking in these countries,
on current problems, and of our develop-
ing bilateral relations, I am glad to in-
form the House that our relations with
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these and other countries in the region
continue to be good and are being fur-
ther strengthened to our mutual benefit.

There is a large fund of goodwill for
India and the recognition that despite
her recent difficulties, India is a vigorous
and peace-loving democracy. 1 was in-
formed that Indian cooperation and
participation in economic endeavours
would be welcome. On our part, 1 reiter-
rated our own earnest interest as well as
desire to cooperate with them. We are
already discussing possibilities of in-
creasing our trade and of developing
technical cooperation, joint ventures, etc.
A Malaysian delegation has already
visited us. Other delegations are ex-
pected.

As the House is aware, a sizable sec-
tion of the people of Indian origin
abroad live in some of these countries.
Over a million are in Malaysia and Singa-
pore. A majority of them have settled
down as citizens of the countries of their
adoption, and are contributing to the
welfare and development of these two
countries. I was assured by the leaders
of government in both these countries
that there is no discrimination against
persons of Indian origin. They do have
some problems, which are not unusual
in the circumstances. Given goodwill on
all sides, the difficulties should not prove

insuperable. !

Our own views on foreign bases have
been expressed on more than one occasion.
Our stand on Vietnam is also well-known -
and was further elucidated. These coun-
tries were, in varying degrees, concerned
about the possible economic and political
consequences of the changing conditions
in the area. Naturally, we are-interested
in the South-East Asian region, which
we would like to see as an area of peace,
cooperation and prosperity, We believe
that the security as well as future of the
region lie in the stability, growth and
rapid economic development of these
countries, based upon such cooperation
as their sovereign and independent
governments may choose to have.

The Governments of other friendly
countries in this region had invited me
and I should have liked to respond. I
regret 1 was unable to do so on this occa-
sion. We attach the highest importance
to our relations with these and other
countries of the South-East Asian region,
Fortunately, we have very close relations
with them and it will be our constant
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endeavour to further strengthen these
relations, which are based on mutual co-
operation and respect for one another’s
independence.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I must
say that this is a Private Members’ day.
I would like to know from you how much
time you want for clarifications because
we have to be very brief. I am asking
for your cooperation because we must
finish it soon.

SHRI BANKA BEHARY DAS (Orissa):
You first allow the questions.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I am
going to allow but please be brief and no
statements but just  questions. Mr,
Bhandari.

st gar fag ey (TeW)
quTT HA wEgrewr § gt qF ufmar &
W Fr AT = feAT R, Uy AT ¥
W I g R W a9 § o9
i AR wfes @9 wfed | EEE Ak
g T fag wIe wwm &
= g5 wweW & vy g daw
aGE & agt 9% Seww fear oy
W g AR ST aweang g, sear @
T Ffmw @ oftar Fgw Wi R
AMH F g HIT TR FAAE &
Fo Fo gwee fAfng gg € ok
T Gl TEIEAT N WY FAET & eqy
WG ¥ 3@ 9 1 Seow a1 g e
g A T oaedt gg fawmafat &
ggT T & A0 qeUR g | YIE HAT A
AW FFTw § FB  Aniaw Xl
Al HAgaNT I &Y A9 FEr | orfwd
# o Yo AEAT 0 @T gHIE Har
TRRAI A TE q|@ Y wawa At fF
I ST wEEAg g, ARHT A, gH9ie
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iigw X qEAEr g4t § aggm q
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F yqars T faRw Afg & dew @
YEE & WM I # fEr g &
qIHT GIT B Wr g7 T oami a3
IO g TEF &)

SHRI S. S. MARISWAMY (Madras) :
The Prime Minister was in Singapore and
had talks with the Singapore Prime
Minister. In the course of the talks did
the Singapore Prime Minister express any
keen desire to have Indian co-operation
to build a dockyard in Singapore in place
of the British dockyard which is being
dismantled now ?

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA (West
Bengal) : I would like to ask four sets of
questions,

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Four

sets or four questions.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : Four sets
of questions. The first is this. What led
the Prime Minister to believe that there is
a possibility of co-operation, to quote
her words or of the joint communique,
‘for peace and progress of this region
between India and  Australia’? Every
body knows that Australia maintains
not only inside a white Australia policy
which is racialism but also agressive
postures in the whole region. * Therefore
I would like to know on what basis she
made that statement and how her state-
ment is expected to help the image of
India ? Secondly, I have carefully studied
the speeches she was making and also the
joint communiques or whatever were the
documents that were issued. It appears
that there was a deliberate attempt not to
say much on Vietnam and I would like
to know the reasons for it. In this con-
nection I  would like to know why the
American aggression on Vietnam was not
condemned and why was it not force fully
repeated that the aggression should stop
and the bombings by the Americans should
unconditionally be stopped and there
should a stoppage of all acts of war?
In this connection may I know from the
Prime Minister whether she privately and
otherwise asked the Australian and the
New Zealand Governments to withdraw
their Expeditionary Forces from Vielnam
where they are fighting on the side of the
Americans on the Asian scil and suppressing
Asian freedom. This she should explain.
I would like to know also what she did
to impress upon Malaysia and Singapore
especially Malaysia, that they should not
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seek the co-operation of the British Forces
or the British Imperialist Forces in that
region  because after hardly she left
there was another conference by some of
these Powers for aggressive  designs.
Therefore as far as personal contacts are
concerned, I need not go into them. I
leave 1t to personal equations but as far
as political implhcations of it are con-
cerned, 1 would like to know 1n what,
manner have we made positive changes
as far as Australia and New Zealand are
concerned and also to some extent Malay-
sia. I hope these points should be ex-
planed, because 1 find she was not saying

anything about imperialism, colonialism
and neo-colonialism. I have given a motion
for discussion on this Were these words |
tabooed during her visit there ?

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN. Mr, Das.

S AT (IR TIW) ¢ AT gHF
T I FLAT G | EHI TS HT AT
T | F AT SOA AR E L.

JoaAmfy : AET WY S et ¥
FIE HIg ALY |

ot IFARAT ;. HOA WIS FT

FATAT, A Tqq@  TEF F GEEAT HY
T, FfE qiq gaat Amawe F §)
FA @ T F T FH § A9 A
A T g F faerd & F a9
7@ faaw @< 3@ g w7 <@avge
WL A FE T gey g, e e
AT Arg w1 AT FI GAA qH AAT
CIcidEa

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:
not going party-wise in this,

Tam

o TrerArager ¢ FY TG AT @ g
Fgr F g @y 2 fF aef argw e
LIRS 150 il

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN., If the
Chaur 1s to go by the Rules of Procedure-
Rule 252-there should be no clarifications
Questions are not allowed on statements,
which procedure the other House follows
but even so, I have permitted and [ want
the questions to be direct, to be brief
and without any statement attached or
any comments, Mr Das

SHRI BANKA BEHARY DAS: It 1s
ood that the Prime Mimiste went to

SABHA] the Prme Muinister 900

these countries and had personal contacts
with the Governments of these countries.
I want to know from the Prime Ministel
whether in the course of her tour she dis-
cussed with them the question of British
withdrawal from the eastern region, and
how other countries are viewing it, be-
cause we are concerned with that. After
this withdiawal, agam, America and the
Soviet Union as today’s papers carry the
news—may try to influence this area, I
want to know whether she discussed with
them this question that only those coun-
tries which are interested in  this region
come into the picture and others who are
outside the zone do not iwnterfere m the
affairs of this zone, I want to know from
the Prime Minster also whether she dis-
cussed the question of Vietnam with
these countries 1f so, what was the reaction
of these countries, and particularly which
are the countries which look from the same
angle at the question of Vietnam as we
are looking at 1t? And the third clarifica-
tior T want from the Prime Minister 18
about communist China, because some
of these countries are very much pertur-
bed as we are perturbed about communist
China and the threat to this region. What
were the views of these countries and how
far both of us can co-operate 1n meeting
the challenge from communist China?

SHRI A. P. CHATTERJEE (West
Bengal) : Madam, 1 also want to ask a
question.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Well,
all the Members cannot put questions.
Leave the discretion to the Chair. Now
Mr. Rajnarain,

St THATAN ¢ qIAAET, TG AT
st #7 smeefern, s, wafwar 91
faemrqz &1 wwor gam 1§ QU FEAw
T FL T AT W g W g F
et eqfafrr gz a1 ¥ AT O
AT T gL § s wEm g F
wrr fedy wOifefes e@me W ge
faos @ g, D AA TR
EH AW FHT I« |

A @ ag g f g adt Aewl #
Fraaaed § gag g A = wfq s
at ¥ gz W g ifw faEE A
qF Fgew X W FEE fFuz g, S
TREedT §a g, SsER W & g
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T AN oA oy g W
B STENM &7 s aw e g,
foed Fgmmr 2fd @ fere wgmTX
Foagft &0 wfm Tgr @ g @R
feq gru Rz aym@mR § Wt foan
qar G g ¥, gwAr 9w & faq uw
gl fatgas ok ww  doEew
SEN U 4% § TG gU &) A FOR
FT A 3W faum &Y s sTEiNg
FIA ATGATE | @1 A Ag AT AR
g fF o Agw ddg He gl &
i . T I - B 2
FHER F1 I G0 A S g fw
sreefaar &1 oAl U v d9 9%
R, qiF & SATET  HATIHT T 19T TEF
qgal & | WAT gATY T URW  FY I@T
W™, I YR F gl @i w1 I@r
s, @ B R g9 uw a9
qx raTer &1 fgmma 800 strEHy gsal
g FE T ATET &F @RI FT ATEl
AT @9 FG  GEET ST @, WX
WAl ®1 g+ Jgr f&ar osmar g
W 49 § § 7y qwwn wmear g fw
guE HAY St ¥ arEfamr Y g
¥gm g9 § F90 Frar = a0 F
e 3 FaAg s srAAr wigatg fE
s ferr wgmTR & ddg § =91 g€ o,
@ = ' & @ fowfaar &
g8 § g orfe|r T Afed, SEY
TR Y fag weEmm & 4y # ) ww
aifeey T =rfEd

sft s e (ST WRW)
arfedt gt aled o

#ft AR : QA faeT ag
gfF 1w o7 & aF gu qWE, S
W & g a fqu F:1 agd 3w
TET 2T AFL R G GgAT w1 @Aq
a1 FFL | A AU @R ¥ faam
T 728 5 3 a1% FawE f&F Saw
qgH T F wEHGI AT AT | T IAS |
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AT HT RV ToHIGE  AHREE 91, IR
A9 FaIeq § A a9 93 v agl
WA F quAfas, qifaw, Safwa s
afesfqs  wHag 4ar |

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : That
will do.

S IATRAA: qF ATTAG GIAT &
fesm & aww @er gar §, drem
fT d @ e FAAT E SR AW
AT {9 F AT g | AL AT
T wFw ¥ 3FAT AwE ;| g AR
g mwen #T g fE oo # Qe F
fau @t g S g, @ Ao A= H AR
g &< 2 Al & | e g EiR
AW ¥ forar & SEm § ER W A @
T AT T Sy ST AMIA
forr o faar &, S99 W gHa gAq
fear g g7 99 93 W 3

g1

Vs
3y,

fagzamm avaa TEIFT @ gq
AT W T AA F W @ |
F AN FEl W A gw AR
g IvmT gl WIE ) THd dag H
Y WA ST A RIS w9l AEL AT EA
gaty &1 q¢ AwAr ATy =iEd |
giesfas 7Aaal X AT T4 g8, I AR
A g ww A | g T
st owfar a9 gu &, S dwd & fag
g wAT ST Fgt Mg a1 q@ ST I
AN gl 9K SR ST At oar
AEL AT | T A FIAE HT JATS AR
faerer =anfgd |

SHRI A. P. CHATTERJEE : 1 will
ask really one questicn, Madam Deputy
Chairman. Now it is quite clear that these
four countries, particularly Australia and
New Zealand are certainly very commit-
ted countries, very committed to the
imperialist bloc; Australia and New
Zealand belong to the SEATO, and
Singapore and Malaysia are nearer the
SEATO bloc or the imperialist bloc.
Now I put this question. What were the
special circumstances under which the
Prime Minister had the occasion or feit
the urge to pick out these four countries

13
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[Shri A. P. Chatterjee]

and travel there 7?7 Another question
arises from this, There is a rumour—and
there was a spate of rumours at that time
also—that it was not merely economic
co-operation that was the subject-matter
of the talks between our Prime Minister
and the Heads of these States, but also
political talks, and there was a suspicion
also that the Prime Minister went there to
strike an anti-China and anti-socialist
note with these countries. Now, whether
this is a fact or not we want to know from
the Prime Minister, on the second aspect
of the question whether there was a
political talk with the Heads of these
States, or not, and what was the nature
of this political talk. These are the two
questions.

SHRIMATI ° INDIRA GANDHI:
Madam, a number of questions have been
asked. [ think that some of them have
already been dealt with in my statement;
for instance, I gave the reason the last
questioner has asked what was the reason
—for travelling to these countries. I thou-
ght I had explained it not only in the state-
ment today but at very great lengthin
my speech when we were discussing the
Russian arms supply to Pakistan, that we
are interested in making friends with
other countries even where some of their
policies may be different from ours and
their way of looking at certain questions
may be different from ours. We are
interested in making friends with these
countries, and in trying to understand
why they are shaping their policies in a
particular way and how things are going.
This was why I travelled there. I think
all these countries are going to play an
important partin the changing conditions
in Asia, and it is very important {cr
India to keep in touch with them.

Then the question was whether there
was any political talk, Obviously, when
the Heads of Governments meet, there
is political talk, and in fact all talk that
takes place, even on economic matters
or other matters is, in a sense, political
tatk. So there is no doubt about that.

3p. M,

But if political talk necessarily means
that one is creating an alignment against
somebody or block against somebody then
1 was not so. My purpose in going, as
I said just now, was to know their thinking,
what influences them to shape their
policies and also what they think about the
future of that region. It does not neces-
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sarily mean that we have the same views
as they have or that we agree with them
onthese matters but I think the exchange
of views was useful to us in understanding
that whole area. I think that commitment
pointis also met by this.

Then the questions of Vietnam and
the British withdrawal have been raised.
I have also mentioned in my statement
that we did make our view very clear,
In fact even before I went they had taken
some trouble to read the statements on
the stand we had been taking on these
issues, so this was not in any way un-
familiar to them but still in giving our
appraisal of world affairs we put forward
our own viewpoints very clearly and very
frankly,

Why has Vietnam not been mentioned
in the communique ? Well, we could have
stated our point of view but I do not think
that that is very important since it was
not a question of any new event or
thinking on the subject. We had also given
our views on what the danger of foreign
forces, or people going to fight in other
countries and also of having foreign bases.
Then there was the question of .

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA :
you ask them to withdraw ?

SHRI BANKA BEHARY DAS: We
know what the view of the Government
of India is. What was their view? That is
what we want to know.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : Did you
ask them to withdraw the Australian
and New Zealand troops from Vietnam?
The general philosophy is known.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: Itis
aobvious. When I go on a goodwill tcur
it is not for me to advise them what they
should do except to put forward our own
point of view very clearly that the presence
of foreign forces does not lead to peace
or to the settlement of any issue. I think
it is understood in that.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : 1
they understood? It is an illusion.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI:
Certainly not collusion.

Did

see,

In the beginning the hon. Mcomber
asked whether our present policy would
block any co-operation apart from the
economic, scientific or cultural. 1 do not
think it is a question of blocking policy
because it is a question of whether one
considers this a desirable thing to do,
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whether such a step—I[ presume the hon.
Member had military co-operation in
view—is a desirable thing. The question is
whether when we are telling other people
that they should not interfere we should
in any manner push ourselve forward
and whether this would serve a useful

purpose.

SHRISUNDAR SINGH BHANDARI:
It can bein the form of military missions
also.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: I
think that comes to the same thing really
Our view is that it would not serve any
useful purpose: it would not be the right
thing to do. But this has nothing to do
with our policy. Obviously if we consider
it a good thing to do we could change
policy but we do not think that that would
be a good thing to do.

The other point was about the dockyard
in Singapore. All these peints which
have been touched upon by hon.
Members « . .

SHRI S. S. MARISWAMY : I raised
a specific point about it.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: 1
am talking of all the matters and I am
making a general remark first. All these
matters were discussed.With regard to the
dockyard, there was no specific request
made to us because the situation is not
still very clear and they are in the process
of talking about these things we do not
know exactly what will happen.

One hon. Member made a remark—I
think itwas Mr., Bhupesh Gupta—about
the Wnite Australia policy. Now that po-
licy does exist; we made our own views
very clear about it.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Then
why do you say peace and progress with
Australia ? In what manner ?

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI:
Well, it is difficult to define peace and
progress.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : You are
not a philospher; you are a politician, the
Prime Minister of a country. I had been
to Australia and it took me some time
to convince them that I am a citizen of
free India and not a British subject.

* They said—the immigration authorities—
no, you caunot writeit; you have to write
British citizen. Now, you understand
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this all right; how can you deny that?
When that is the position you made a
ludicrous statement that Australia and
India will co-operate for peace and
progress in this region. Kindly treat us to
this mystery.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: There
is no mystery at all, Madam. As [ said
earlier, though it is very clear that we
do not agree on all points our effort is
to seek out some area of agreement and
try to enlarge it.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: On which
point do you agree with Australia?

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: Well,
we agree with having democracy for
instance and I think that is an important
point,

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: You agree
with believing in God fot instance.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Any-
way, you are convinced now.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI : Bri-
tish withdrawals from Malaysia and Singa-
pore; I have made a reference in my
statement that these countiies are con-
cerned about this matter. It is not a ques-
tion whether policy-wise they consider
it a right thing or a wrong thing, but any
such big change will create certain pro-
blems for them and they have to face
these problems. I have also mentioned the
specific issue of bilateral co-operation;
I cannot mention all the points on this
occasion but as I have said the main
purpose was to know their viewpoints
on various matters, these ate specific
issues really. I did not go there to make
agreements on trade. Delegations are
coming here from these countries and ours
may go there to decide the details. As I
have mentioned, the Malaysian delega-
tion has already been here and they have
had a detailed exchange with our officials
covering a very wide field including
agriculture, forestry, edvcation, health,
mapping and survey, technical training
and production. Some of our industrialists
are going there and some ventures have

already been started; others ate going to
be started. Malaysian indust.ialist are
going to pay us a return visitin August,
These are the specific things which were
taken up. Similarly with other countries.
Once you establish a certain amount of
contact then it is followed wup
by lhe conccrned Ministries which go into
the details.
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.I did not visit any temples, or do any
visiting of that kind as my time in each
place was extremely limited.

off TTHARMA ¢ AT, § TF eqedl-
FT FET AEAT AN S frdaw foem o
ITFT FAE Ty wA SY F JEy fmm
T, Ariae, aiesfas, aeiF Frem-
g 1 41 g &Y UF o, e T A T
AZA T JAY TSI GAT & JqH 1 TG FAT
& I Y FE VWA LN § T AT
agar g & wofrs Femoes G
0y g, wfaw Fwemraw fEedn
¥ N, FEEed  FHiennaid fh v ¥
g, JEAIET FeTOREA FmEo 3w
R | S WY Her uWgl T, SAET
91 g% I w9 g9t Hay g H
WE T WE @ SRt G =R
fr qregfas diee # gaw 78 ag 7=t #1
gEAH! WS H gAA Ag 48 F47 I
aifa®  Hes ¥ gHEA g8 TE T= A,
AAT TH A T I I §  FH&T
T OE

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I think
the Prime Minister has given a full reply
and I go on to the Private Member’s

Resolutions. Mr. C. L. Varma will mgve
his Resolution.

SHRI BHUFESH GUPTA : 1
given notice of a motion.

have

&t TSAREA . FWA gwE g &
wizw fafrees & St aam faar g saux

Tt W =ifgd

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What-
ever process is open to hon. Members,
they may take it up.

———

RESOLUTION ER ACCORDING FULL

STATEHOOD TO THE UNION

TERRITORY OF HIMACHAL
PRADESH

SHRI C. L. VARMA (Himachal
Pradesh) : Madam, before I move my
motion, one day has been allotted for
this Resolution. I would like to know how
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many hours it constitutes. I have to say that
this is a very important Resolution as
far as Himachal Pradesh is concerned
It is a life and death question for Hima-
chal Pradesh.

‘THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You
will get another one and a half hours on
the next occasion. Please begin.

SHRI C. L. VARMA: Thank you
very much.

q AT ATH AR F AT qEJTA IACEAT
FIATF -

‘e gt HY az qwafs 2 0F fawrae
TR F T TSH-EF ] WD €9
FTUF ToOF I97 A7 ATy A T
e & for gfauw & ddew 59
g ST faum s w4 F 94
T FT JTIAF FaH I A0 1"

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI M, P,
BHARGAVA) in the Chair]

My ey & wema wEw a1
§ HANT I T SFT TH AT GiaAT
agm  fr fgaew wiw o W A
FigT FfF fgmesr w3w 31 BET BrEY
fagrat s1ow g3w 21 fo| T fgs-
@ FqET 15 ST 1947 FURA
AAE FT ASTS AL AT WP A I9
axq  fomeal & srex W1 osmer gfear
€z qgeg  FRE  AART FI AT TS
A1 AR e e Jan dfew
AT AT EAATE FL T 1938%F
AL AT AGAW F AR™T FTHH G
Iq FHaH T framat & feafey
gamr mfFEd s62 fomwd @@ gd
At a9 wEdr § afew 7 Ay @
oRr fawd g sae g &% W
gy S\ sg feafaer Hag dvaw
gt T <tgl a% qgTe & AW HT Hare
23 wegcnh R fafafesd gav
A oo & T e W em A
w1 g famrm F e fgmeswr 9 .
grar S fyad fawan fga @z Y



