[22 December, 2004] RAJYA SABHA
Need to control population in the country

SHRI DARA SINGH (Nominated): India today ranks first in the total
number of child deaths, with 2.4 million dying before the age of five whereas
China with a higher population base, ranks third with 0.78 million child
deaths. It is a fact that good health of a mother alone can give birth to a
healthy child. China had controlled its population by introducing strict
laws which have helped them to become a healthy nation, and its young
sportsmen have surprised the whole world by winning a good number of
gold medals in recently held Olympic games. We also have the potential
to become a great nation only if we control the population explosion
because otherwise the fruits of development will never be real. So far, our
policies and programmes to control the population in the country have
failed. My humble suggestion to the Central Govenment is to make strict
laws like China, as without laws, we cannot control the population. | wish
our nation may become a healthy and an educated one, and our sports-
men may earn good name in the international sport events. Our children
should be looked after properly. Thank you.
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Need to bear the entire cost of Mid-day meal in Uttar Pradesh by
the Central Government
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Need for full-fledged aviation facilities at the Sural Airport in
Gujarat
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