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RAJYA SABHA

Tuesday, the 19th November, 1968/
28 Kartika, 18go (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the clock,
MR. CuaIRMAN in the Chair.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

PRODUCTION PATTERN OF REFINERIES

*3]1. SHRI KRISHAN KANT: Wil
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS be pleased {o state:

(a) whether it is a fact that there is
any proposal uni:r Government’s con-
sideration to study the production
pattern of each refin:ry and the extent
to which it could be expected to meet
the regional raquiremen:s;

(b) if so, the details of the proposal;
and

(¢) how long it will take to com-
plete the study?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS (SHRI K. RAGHURAM-
AIAH) : (a) Yes., Sir.

(b) The propasal is to study the
product patterns cf the refineries with
a view to maximising the production
of naphtha througn the use of lighter
crudes, the adjustment of yield patterns
and the adoption of secondary proces-
sing techniques. This is being done
in the contest of the shortage of
naphtha otherwise foreseen in the
country after 1971 for fertiliser and
petrochemical projects.

(¢) The study is expected to be

completed by esarly 1969.

SHRI KRISHAN KANT: Sir, is 1t
for the first time that they are trying
to study this thing or they have had
some projections made earlier? And
if they have made any changes in the
projections, what are they?

SHRI K. RAGHURAMAIAH: Sir,
this study has ar.sen erpecially after
the report made by the Indian Petro-
leum Institute about the likely shortage
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f naphtha. l'here are from time o
time projections mode by private oil
companies as well as by L) C. and
they have taken into account the de-
mand and supply, but on a big scale
this is the projection so far as I am
aware.

SHRI KRISHAN KANT: The main
thing is: Have we tried earlier? We
have got 8.3 miilion tonnes of cruvde
oil in the Assam private sector refine-
ries, and about 7.20 mill.on tonnes in
the other public sector refineries. Last
year we were toid ar one time that
naptha was available in plenty and at
another time within six months we
were told that naptha was not avail-
able in plenty. So the main thing 1s
how you are going to get it. Will it
be possible to do away with imports
of liquid ammonia for manufacturing
fertilizers till a study is made and an
attempf is made to see that ouly
naphtha is used for manufacturing fer-
tilizers? o q

SHRI K, RAGHURAMAIAH: Sir,
this is a study made in depth by the
Indian Petrolzum Institute and they
have got categorical figures of what is
likely to be in defteit. And this parti-
cular group, what it is trying to do is
how best to maximise the naphtha pro-
ductions by varying the density of it
and the specificaticns of 1t, su that the
requirements for fertilizers and petro-
chemicals can be met. On how npest
to augment our naphtha resources, this
is a study in cepth.

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI : In view of
the utter confusion in knowledgeable
circles in this country in thinking what
will be the best feed-stock for the
manufacture of fertilizers, is the Gov-
ernment aware that at ieast the produc-
tion pattern of all these refineries has
to be regulated, so that the needs of

petroleum, kerosene, mobijle oil snd
feed-stock for fertilizers are easily
available? Is the Government aware

that some such necessity has arisen in
this country? And what pusitive steps
the Government will take in this con-
nection?
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SHR! K. RAGHURAMAIAH : With-
out conceding there is any confuosicn,
the whole object of the present study
group is to assess exactly how to a
augment the naphiha resources fo. fer-
tilizers and petrc-chemical industrics
within the am®it of our present or
prospective refining capacity.
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SHRI K. RAGHURAMAIAH: The
hon. Member knows about our refine-
ries in Assam, Gujarat, in Andhra. in
Bombay and in Cochin. And as re
gards the setting un of any possihle
future refineries, it is a matter for fur-
ther examination, which is being done
from time to time depending on our re-
quirements. et I

SHRI D. ... SEN GUFPTA: May I
know what is the ©progress of the
refinery at Haldia port in West Ben-

gal?

SHRI K. RAGHUKRAMAIAT! : Relat-
ing to a particular refinery I would
like to have notice

DR. B. N. ANTANI: Ir view of the
large-scale oil installations at the port
of Kandla, is there any scheme under
consideration tu s*art a refinery at that
port?

SHRI K. RAGIHURAMAIAH: T am
not aware of iny present scheme.

SHRI A. D, MANI: Sir, may 1 ask
the Minister whether it is not a fact
that in spite of planning of this ndos-
try a very acute shortage of kernsene
and diesel o0il has developed 1n the
country and what steps Government
are going to take to see that this short-
age is removed?

SHRI K. RAGHURAMAIAY : So far
as kerosene 0il is concerned, there
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has been shortage. but I think we will
overcome that shortage by the time the
Madras refinery gces into production.
and also the Haldia one. -

SHRI A. D. MANI: What about diesel
0il?

SHRI K. RAGHURAMAIAH: I would
like to look :nto it.

SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA: My
question is also on the same lines. By
what time will we be self-sufficent in
kerosene and diesel? And will we be
surplus in cgasolene by that time, and
how do we propose to dispose of that
gasolene?

SHRI K. RAGHURAMAIAH: A{ the
moment we are surplus in gasolene, but
what the picture about gasolene will
be by 1975 is difficult to foresee. But
about kerosene I have already said that
as soon as the Madras refinery goes
into production—Haldia will take two
to three years—by that time we will
be self-sufficient in kerosene.

SHRI A. D MANI: Wil] about die-
sel? 4

SHRI K. RAGHURAMAIAH * 1 said
I will supply the figures.

SHRI G. A. APPAN: May 1 know,
Sir, from the hon. Minister when the
Madras refinery will be starting pro-
duction? When did it start and what
is the present stage and whether the
full complement of technical stafl bave
been recruited?

SHRI K. HAGHURAMATAH: The
Madras refinery is expected to go iutn
production in February next, And as
regards diesel—the question was asked
earlier—we arc exporting diesel oil.

SHRI G. A. APPAN: The Minister
has not answered all] my questions.

SHRI K. RAGHURAMAIAH : I think
he asked about the stafl, Stafl reeruit-
ment was over tn the extent it was
necessary, but i* is being kept con-
stantly in view as and when further
staff is required.
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SHRI C. ACHUTHA MENON : Apart
from naptha, have the Government
made any study of the other rroducts
of the refineries? And have they made
any projections with regard to the re-
quirements of other pruducts, with
regard to the development of petro-
chemical industry?

SHRI K. RAGHURAMAIAH : Sir the
main feed-stock for petro-chemical in-
dustry is naptha. Sp proiections have
been made in relation to naptha.

SHRI C. ACHUTHA MENON: Is it
a fact that the off-gas 1n some of the
refineries is .ot being used, and may
I know, Sir, whathe> Government have
made any study with regard tc that?

SHRI K. RAGHURAMAIAH: Off-gas?
T think the hon. Member is referring to
what can be utilised for cookirng pur-
poses, what they call LPG. We try to
make the best utilisation of it, but the
bottleneck in many cases has been the
shortage of ste=l till recently and now
fabrication limitations are there. But
we are trying t» find out as many con-
tainers as possibie so that the whole
gas could be uitlised.

RECESSION IN THE CONDUM MANUFAC-
TURING SMALL SCALE INDUSTRY

*32. SHRI A (. KULKARNI: Will
the Minister of HEALTH, FAMILY,
PLANNING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT be pleased to stute:

(a) whether Government are aware
ot recession prevailing in the indigen-
ous Condom Manufacturing Small Scale
Industry and if so, what steps Gov-
ernment propose to take to help the
small industry to aggressively partici-
pate in the Government's programrne of
purchasing Condoms ;

(b) the quantity and the amounts 1
value of condoms allowed to be imiport-
ed through actual ueer’s quota as well
as through London Rubber Co. during
1965-66, 1966-67 and the first quarter
of 1968-69; and

(c) the progress made in the Public
Sector Condom manufacturing plant as
regards production?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE

MINISTRY OF HEALTH, FAMI-
LY PLANNING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT (DR. S, CHAN-
DRASEKHAR): (a) The Condom
Manufacturing Smali Scale Industry

has been representing to Government
that they have been forced to either
curtail or suspend their proeducticn.
For helping the Industry in lifting the
indigenous productizn of condoms a
tender enquiry worth Rs. 15 lakhs was
issued twice. Another tender enquiry
for 30 million pieces through indigen-
ous sources has been issued recently.

(b) The required information is not
readily available. Efforts will be made
to collect it.

(¢) Erection work of the plant of the
Nirodh Factory at Trivandrum is near-
ing comvpletion. The Factory is likeiy
to start production by the end of the
current year

SHRI A. 3. KULKARNI: I am very
sorry to say that the reply is very
superficial, but »aay 1 know, . from

the Government this? That tenders are
invited, etc., I ran understand. Bul
the basic malaay with the smali-scale
mdustry manufacturing condoms is the
rigorous test introduced in this coun-
try only, to suit monopoly niarnfac-
turers like the Londen Rubbker Com-
pany. Is it not a fact that the I onaon
Rubber Company is allowed tc import
the condoms and to remack ihem here,
while the smail-scale 1adustiy which
wants to indigenously produce the sarne
are forbidden to do so because of the
rigorous test imposed in fheir case,
which does not suit this country. Is
it not a fact?

st fa<s it zra Af qa=r fear s

fFasmgardarg ?

Tro Flo Qo IFAF : AT AT anw
Fq7 ?

DR. S. CHANDRASEKHAR: I would
like to tell the hon. Member that we
are very anxious to promote indigenous
manufacture of condoms and we are
doing all the best we can to do il. But
the whole aim of introducing the con-
dom in the family ptanning programme
is to bring down the birth rate. There-
for we have to intist on specific stan-



