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we understand that the Singapore Go-
vernment have entered into an agreement
with a consortium of Japanese and British
firms to convert  this base into a
commercial dock-yard.
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SHRI A. D. MANI : May I ask the
Prime Minister whether she is not aware
of the fact that the Indian Ocean area
was being used by the Indonesian fleet
when Indonesia was collaborating with
China and that quite recently, apart
from the Seventh Fleet, the Russian fleet
also has intruded into the Indian Ocean
area? Reports to this effect have appeared
in the press. May I also ask her whether,
in view of the fact that this field is a very
fertile field for probing the military
strength amd weaknesses, the Government
would itself make a proposal to Malaysia?
Even though they may not have made it,
we may in our joint interest make  that
proposal to Malaysia. What is the diffi-
culty that is standing in the way of Govern-
ment in taking the initiative in the matter?

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI : Be-
cause we do not think that it will serve any
useful purpose.

SHRI N. SRI RAMA REDDY : Sir,
I would like to know whether it is not a
fact, in the opinion of the hon. Prime
Minister, that after the withdrawal of
the British fleet from this area, there will
be a vacuum in this area? And if that
vacuum is proposed to be filled up by
gome of the super-powers or any power,
are we to sit silently without doing any-
thing? Or is there any step that we are
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going to take to effectively prevent tu,
filling up of this vacaum by other powers? *

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI : Sir,
whatever happens in our neighbourhood
is obviously of very deep concern to us and
we have to shape our policies to meet any
situation which might arise. I have already
said that we do not consider it good for
any country to have foreign military
bases. It is only when these bases go that
the countries can make an effort to streng-
then themselves. There is no doubt that
when  these troops are withdrawn, the
situation will change and certain difficul-
ties will be created. But I do not do think
that the difficulties are avoided to-day by
these troops remaining there, which again
creats other kinds of difficulties. It is a
question of facing one type of problem or
another. Whatever situation arises,
Government will certainly be fully alive
to it and take whetever measures are
necessary.

SHRI SURESH J. DESAI : As the
Prime Minister said in her reply, funda-
mentally it is true that every nation has
to look after its own defences and stren-
gthen itself. But do we believe in joint
defence pacts or not? Certainly our policy
of non-alignment should not debar us
from joining any defence pact.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI : We
do not believe in joint defence pacts.
It is not a question merely of principle,
but whether such a pact can be useful,
how it will function and so on. Each
question has to be seen on its merits, apart
from the principle behind it.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Next question.
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1[COMBINED MILITARY FORCE OF PAKISTAN
aNp CHINA

*660. SHRI PITAMBER DAS? :

SHRI PREM MANAHOR :
SHRI N. K. SHEJWALKAR :
SHRI MAN SINGH VARMA :
SHRI J. P, YADAV :

SARDAR NARINDAR SINGH
BRAR :

Will the Minister of DEFENCE be
pleased tostate :

(a) whether atteation of the Govern-
ment has been drawn to the concen-
tration of the combined military forces
of Pakistan and China on the Indian
borders, and

(b) whether Indian Army and Air
Force have been equipped to such an
extent as to be able to face the com-
bined military force?)

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SAR-
DAR SWARAN SINGH) : (a) Chinese
troops continue to remain in stiength
across out northern border. No. significant
change in this position has been noticed
recently. Pakistani troops also continue
to be in usual strength across the
Ceasefire line in Jammu and Kashmir and
across the Assam-East Pakistan border.

(b) Suitable re-organisations have been
made in our armed forces in the hght of
the latest tactical doctrines and strategic
appreciation.  The forces are also being
progressively re-equipped with modern
weapons to enable them to effectively deal
with the threats to the security of the
country.

+{ ] English translation,

1The question was actually asked on
the floor of the House by Shri Pitamber
Das,
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SARDAR SWARAN SINGH : The
hon. Member has asked a guestion as to
whether we have hgures about the defence
spending by Pakistan. Yes, we have
and they are taken into consideration in
framing our strategy. Itis true that Pakis.
ian  1s acquiring military equipment
from various sources and wc have taken
note of thatsituation also .

M IRATCIN . FAT Al QA7

SARDAR SWARAN SINGH : Note
has to be taken before you take any action
to meet that situation. We on our side
also are stepping up and improving our

+[ ] Hindi translation,
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SARDAR SWARN SINGH

production programme and also whatevel
may be available and what may be neces”
sary we are also trying to acquire it from
abroad. About the second question of the
Government’s policy in relation to the
manufacture of atom bomb, itisa question
which has been discussed quite often and
I have nothing more to add to that.
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SARDAR SWARAN SINGH : You are
asking the same question in another form,
We have this assessment that the real
threat and the main threat from China
continues to be and will continue to be
from across the noithern borders, and we
are taking action accordingly. It is true
that in formulating our defence we have
to take into consideration the overall
capacity of the country and also several
other international tactors. We cannot
treat these problems in isolation.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : I cannot give so
much time to an individual Member. T am

sorry I cannot give so much time to an
individual Member.
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(No reply) +

SHRI K. P. MALLIKARJUNUDU :
May I know, Sir, whether the attention of
the Government has been drawn to a press
report that large reinforcements of Pakis-
tan troops were brought after November
10 to the Tripura borders in the katchlong
reserve area? Is there anv substance in
that report? 1f so, what steps are the Go-
vernment taking to prevent it or to meet
the situation ?

SARDAR SWARAN SINGH Sir,
according to our information ttere is no
unusual concentration of troops in Pakistani
territory across the Tripura border.

SHRI ARJUN ARORA : Sir,

MR. CHAIRMAN : Your name has
not yet come inte my picture.

SHRI ARJUN ARORA : Then, please
bring it into your picture, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN : The member of

people is increasing
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SARDAR SWARAN SINGH : We are

aware, Sir, of the training that is being
imparted to Pakistani irregulars and also

+[ ] Hindi transliteration,
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certain other formations in guerrilla war
tactics. and we on our side also have taken
sufficient steps to meet any threat on that
score.
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SHRI ARJUN ARORA : Sir, the ques-
tion is about the concentration of the
combined military forces of Pakistan and
China. 1 expected the Defence Minister
who was once upon a time our distinguished
Foreign Minister, to say something about
this combined concentration, whether there
is any combined concentration of the two
forces. whether they are working together
or whether he expects them to work to-
gether in the near future.

SARDAR SWARAN SINGH The
honourable questioner who put the ques-
tion appears to be satisfied with what 1
told him. If by ‘““combination’ the hon,
Member means as to whether there are
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any forces on any border in which both
the Pakistani and Chinese forces are
present in one group, then, my reply is in
the negative. Rut it is true that their
presence on the respective borders itself
is a combination and we have to face this
combined threat , , .

SHRI ARJUN ARORA : Ap indirect
combination.

SARDAR SWARAN SINGH

from both we have to face.

SHR1 ABID ALI : Sir, is it not a fact
that there is a big shift in the policy of the
Indian communists, both left and right,
since there has been a combination between
China and Pakistan? Do not say that we
are alert and that we are keeping our eye
on that and all that.  'What particular
steps are you taking to ensute that their
attempt to sabotage, their attempt to
commit a big sabotage here and through
that their helping China and Fakistan,
does not materialise?

SARDAR SWARAN SINGH : T would
leave that question to be answered by the
Home Minister.

SHR1 C. D. PANDE : Sir, the hon,
Minister has said that there is sufficient
preparation to meet any emergency if
it comes. May I also know whether he
is alive to the pledge that we have given
w0 the country through Parliament that
we will redeem the territory lost to China,
as early as possible? Almost six years
bave passed. Is there any possibility in
the near future of taking any initiative
in the matter so that we may redeem the
lost territory?

SARDAR SWARAN SINGH Sir,
that is a question which 15 a much broader
question and it has nothing tc do with whet
is contained in the present quesdon. It
is abroad political matter and our pledge
stands.  As to how we actually get our
lost territory back is a matter about which
no answetr c:n be given in one or two
sentences.
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Yes,

ExuiBiTioN oF FruMs ReLeasep sy CEN-
TRAL BoARD OF FiLm CENSORS

*66:1. DR. (MRS.) MANGLADEVI
TALWAR : Will the Minister of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting be pleased to
state :

(a) whether it is a fact that the Central
Board of Film Censors has released the
films, Brahamchari, Sungharsh, Sathi,
Vaasana, Jhuk Gaya Aasman, Sangam,
Around the World, Parivar, Upkar, Pado-
san, Shikar, Jewel Thief and An Eveniug
in Paris;



