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tries and the probable date of her re-
turn from this tour; and

(c) the names of the officers who
will accompany her on her tour and
the names of the Ministries to which
thesa officers belong?]
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t[THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS (SHRI B. R. BHAGAT): (a)
and (b). The Prime Minister proposes
to visit the following countries imme-
diately after the termination of the
current session of Parliament: Singa-
pore from the 19 to 20 May 1968, Aus~
tralia 21 to 26 May 1968, New Zealand
27 to 28 May 1968 and Malaysia 29
to 31 May 1968.

(c) Although the composition of the
Prime Minister’'s party has not yet
been final'sed, it will, as on previous
occasions, broadly follow the normal
pattern.]

WITHDRAWAL OF FORCES BY U.K.
East oF Suez

FROM

*114, SYIRI HARISH CHANDRA
MATHUR' Wil] the PRIME MINIS-
TER be pleased to state:

(a) whether the UK. Government
discussed the programme of withdra-
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wal of their forces from the Eagt of
Suez with the Government of India;

(b) if so, what was the attitude of
the Government of India in the matter;

(c) whether the other countries in
the region discussed this matter with
the Government of India; and

(d) what is the Government of In-
dia’s assessment of the impact of the
withdrawal of British forces from
this area?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH]):
(a) No, Sir.

(b) Doeg not arise.

(c) Some countries in the area have
exchanged views regarding this matter
with the Government of India.

(d) The Government of India’s as-
sessment is that the withdrawal of
British forces from the area East of
Suez is part of the historic process of
the withdrawal of Britain’s imperial
interests in the area. Hereatter, the
responsibility to ensure the security
and independence of the States in the
area will, inevitably, devolve on them.
Government of India have no doubt
that this security can be achleved
without the intervention of outside
Powers.
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