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from Pamliament to Jeio to the spot
with officets  deputed by the Floms
Mmister so as to show that Pairha-
ment s concerned with vwhat hag
happened It will be o gestute of
humanity on the pait ol Parliament
to do this

SHRI Y B CHAVAN If Membels
of Parliament want to go on themr
own, 1t 15 a different matter but [
will not sueggest a team of Membeis
going When 1invesfigation 1s going
on theie I do not think 1t will be
propct but as far as the concern of
Parliament 1s concerned 1t was
exactly for that very purpose that I
accepted this question and 1 have
repeated 1t again and agam

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUES-
TIONS

DrepGerRs ar COCHIN PORT

*691 SHRIMATI DEVAKI GOPI-
DAS Wil the Miister of TRANS-
PORT AND SHIPPING be pleased to
state

(a) the present number of dredgers
which are available at the Cochin
Port and how old they are and
whether sufficient diedging 1s being
carried out there to enable the ships
to moor ashore and

(b) whether 1t 1s a fact that enough
tacilities for the shipping traffic aie
not available there?

THE MINISTER OF TRANSPORT
AND SHIPPING (PROF VKRV
RAO) (a) There are at present three
dredgers at Cochin Port i~ Suction
dredger ‘Lord Willingdon® the Bucket
dredger Lady Willingdon’ and Suc-
tion dredger ‘Gunga’ 1ecently ac-
quired by the Cochin Port authorities
from the Calcutta Port Commis-
sioners The diedgers were built 1n
1926 1937 and 1923 respectively
Subject to the limitations of the capa-
city of the dredging fleet the Cochin
Port authorities have been cariying
out the mavimum possible amount of
dredging in the approach channel
and the berths,

1968 ] to Questions 5394

() The Cochin Port authorities,
for some time Past have been unable
to provide a draft of 30 ft to ships,
which they are normally expected to
provide as they had been unable to
undertake the requisite dredg.ng in
the channel and the berths on ac-
count of the nsufficiency of their
diedging fleet Remedial mecasures
ate under way The dredger Lady
Willingdon was worked on a double
shift of 12 houis each for dredging
the 1nner channel for four months
fiom 4-9-1967 A second hand dredger
Gunga’ has recently been acquired
by the Cochin Port authorities from
the Calcutta Port Commssioners
Tenders have been received for the
acquisition of a new suction diedger
and a grab hopper dredger and are
under scrutiny by the Port Trust
Specifications for a new nucket dred-
ger are bemng drawn up by the Port
Trust and 1n the meantime the
proposal 1s being processed for finan-
c1al sanction It 1s hoped tnat, with
the operation of dredger ‘Gunga’ and
the proposed acqusition of new
dredging craft, the port authoritieg
will be able to meet their dredging
commitments and overcome the prob-
lem of stltation which has been res-
ponsible for the inadequacy of facili-
ties for the Shipping Traffic

SELECTION OF CANDIDATES By JINDIAN
AIRLINES TO TOUR FORFIGN CITIES

*693 SHRI B V ABDULLAH
KOYA Will the Minister ot TOUR-
ISM AND CIVIL AVIATION he
pleased to state

(a) whether 1t 1s a fact that candi-
dates have been selected by the
Indian Arwlines to tour foreign cities
like Washington Tokyo, Frankfurt
etc for attracting to India foreign
tourists and projecting the image of
Indian Airhines and

(b) 1f so whether this scheme has
been 1ntroduced with the approval of
the Ministty of Finance?

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM
AND CIVIL AVIATION (DR
KARAN SINGH)* (a) No, S,

(b) Does not arise, '



