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1831 Oral Answers [ 23. FEB. 1968 ] to Question*           1832  

'Agricultural Research has formulated an All 
India Coordinated Research Project on 8 
important fruits viz-mango, banana, citrus, 
grapes, app!e, pineapple, papaya and guava at 
an estimated cost of Rs. 73 lakhs which is 
awaiting approval of the Government of 
India. 

Also, the establishment of an Institute of 
Horticultural Research under the I.C.A.R. at a 
cost of Rs. 44 tekhs, has been approved by 
the Government of India. The Institute is 
located at Hessarghata near Bangalore 
(Mysore State). 

(b) No, Sir. A rough estimate has 
however been made according to which 
about 20 Kgs. of fruit? and 15 Kgs. of 
vegetables are available per capita per year in 
the country. 

(c) Yes, Sir. 

 
SHRI ANNASAHEB SHINDE: The per 

capita availability in India according to the 
statistics available with me is about 17.5 kg. 
of fruits and 2.8 kg. of vegetables. According 
to normal nutritional standards these are low 
compared to that in many other countries and 
this availability can be improved, and if the 
research projects go through we shall be able 
to increase production considerably and only 
by increasing production can more availability 
to the people be ensured. 

(Several hon.  Members stood  «p) 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I want hon. Members 
to understand that the original questioner has 
the right to put two supplementaries. Till then 
the others need not be hasty and they need not 
get up. If they get up, it is trouble for them 
and trouble for me also. 
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SHRI ANNASAHEB SH1NDE: I cannot 
say exactly when really we shall be in a 
position to make up the gap between 
requirements and availability; but we are 
planning on the basis that during the next five 
to seven years it should be possible to cover 
substantially the gap that exists at present. As 
I have #aid, compared to many other countries 
the availability here is low, being only about 
17.5 kg. in the case of fruits and 2.8 kg. in the 
case of vegetables, whereas in other countries 
it is as much as 75 kg. and 30 kg. respectively 
for fruits and vegetables. So there is a 
considerable gap to be covered. 

SHRI R. T. PARTHASARATHY: Sir, in 
Madras State, particularly in the Kodaikanal 
taluka which is a large fruit-growing centre, 
the Government has not established any fruit 
plants with the result that large quantities of 
fruits are wasted. Only some bananas have 
been recently exported to Russia. Sir, I am not 
making a speech, but putting a question. 
There are fruits like pears, apricots, plums, 
bananas, oranges and so on which are 
practically the poor man's products there and 
in the absence of any plant they are really 
being wasted. May I know from the 
Government whether there is any plan 
envisaged by the Government of India to start 
either directly or through the Government of 
Madras, a fruit plant in Kodaikanal  taluka? 

SHRI ANNASAHEB SHINDE: Sir, there 
are some stations in Madras State and these 
stations are attending to these problems. 

SHRI ARJUN ARORA: May .1 know, Sir, 
if the Government did not begin a crash 
programme for vegetable cultivation in 
certain areas of the country, notably in Delhi? 
If so, what were the results of this programme 

and whether thiis    crash   programme 
produced any results or did it crash? 

SHRI ANNASAHEB SHINIMS: Sir, in the 
wake of the emergency we did try to 
encourage some large-scale programmes of 
production of vegetables, fruits etc. and I 
think we got some encouraging results. 
Kitchen garden activities have been encourag-
ed in very many towns and cities and the 
other day when I was in Hyderabad I was 
really surprised jp find a growing 
consciousness among the population to use 
even the smallest piece of land at their dis-
posal for such programmes. So this 
programme has had some good effect. 

 
SHRk ANNASAHEB SHINDB: I am not 

aware of the particular statement reported to 
have been made by Dr, V. K- R- V. Rao to 
which the hon. Member referred. But may I 
say that the possibilities of export are worked 
out on the basis of availability in the local 
markets and certain varieties are available in 
considerable quantities and there is con-
siderable scope for exporting certain items of 
fruits and vegetables. But the quantities 
exported are just a trickle as compared to the 
total production in  our  country. 

MR.  CHAIRMAN:   Next question 

SHRI A. M  TARIQ:  Sir, you pro mised. 


