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SHRI M. C. SHAH: May I know whether,
barring this Bombay refinery, any other
refineries in the country are producing
naphtha ? Secondly, may I know whether
naptha is utilised for fertiliser purposes ?

SHRI K. RAGHURAMAIAH : Yes, Sir.
All our refineries are producing naphtha and it
is the base for fertiliser production in so far as
nitrogenous fertilisers are concerned.

SHRI BANKA BEHARY DAS : What is
the requirement of naphtha for internal
consumption and is it the contention of the
Minister that the naphtha that has been
exported was over and above the requirements
of the country ?

SHRI K. RAGHURAMAIAH: We would
not have exported it unless it was over and
above our requirements.
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SHRI ASOKA MEHTA : As far as oil
products are concerned, there are periodical
surpluses and periodical deficits. When there
is a surplus. they have to be exported and
when there is a deficit they have to be im-
ported. At present our fertiliser production
requires only a certain quantity of naphtha
and, therefore, the naphtha which is surplus is
being permitted to be exported. We would pre-
fer to export motor spirit because ultimately it
fetches a higher price, but what can be
exported depends upon the markets outside.
Formerly, we used to export motor spirit, but
more and more refineries have been set up
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and increasingly it is found difficult to export
motor spirit. Therefore, the lower value
products are being exported. Just now we have
a surplus of naphtha and the extra naphtha is
being exported.

COMMITTEE TO REVIEW THE WORKING OF
HOSPITAL IN THE CAPITAL

*363. SHRI D. THENGARI: Will the-
Minister of HEALTH, FAMILY PLANNING
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT be pleased
to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that Gov
ernment propose to set up a high
powered committee which will review

the working of all hospitals in the

Capital; and

(b) if so, the broad outlines thereof?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH, FAMILY
PLANNING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT (SHRI B. S. MURTHY) : (a) and (b)
Government have already set up a Committee
to survey the present facilities available at the
Government Hospitals in New Delhi in regard
to medical, surgical and specialist care. The
Committee will make recommendations for
further improvement. The Committee is
headed by the Director General of Health

Services and includes-officials and non-
officials.
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SHRI B. S. MURTHY: All these aspects
have been gone into and finally it was thought
proper to have both officials and non-officials
on the Committee, with the Director-General
of Health Services as the Chairman, so that all
necessary information could be got and placed
before the public.
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SHRI MULKA GOVINDA REDDY
There is a widespread suspicion among the
public that proper care and treatment was not
given to Dr. Lohia in the earlier stages. May |
know whether this Committee would be asked

to go into that question to find out the truth?

SHRI B. S. MURTHY : I do not agree with
the statement made as far as the treatment
given to Dr. Lohia is concerned. I can assure
the hon. House that everything possible was
done and I do not think any human being in
living memory had been given as much
medical care as Dr. Lohia was given. This
question was already raised here and we have
said that we shall not hold any special enquiry
into the alleged causes for the demise of Dr.
Lohia, but if the Committee chooses it can go
into that matter also.

SHRIMATI YASHODA REDDY : I am not
so much perturbed at the treatment given to
Dr. Lohia, because I feel that every VIP gets
enough and sometimes more than enough
attention from the hospital authorities, but I
am worried about the person who is not consi-
dered important because he is not in the VIP
list. T have got some information where
ordinary people going to hospitals do not get
immediate attention, even if they are
emergency cases. When I was myself in the
hospital, when my son was not well, during
the last hot summer of Delhi, there was a
patient nearby who was running 107°
temperature. He could not be provided with
enough ice to control and bring down his
temperature. I had to send for some ice from
my room which I had kept for my son. It was
a very sad case. Here was a case of VIP
treatment given to somebody because he
happened to be the son of an MP and there
was another man suffering from a temperature
of 107°, who ultimately died. May be it was
beyond the doctors. But this sort of thing
sometimes upsets one and I hope this
Committee and the Minister will look into
things more than the VIPs.

SHRI B. S. MURTHY : Yes, the Com-
mittee will go into all these things.
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SHRI DALPAT SINGH : May I know
whether it is within the knowledge of the
Government that most of the persons entitled
to treatment under the CGHS prefer to go to
other nursing homes than the Willingdon
nursing homes because the doctors are lax?

SHRI B. S. MURTHY : I do not think that
the statement is correct. In 1966 the number
of outdoor patients who went to Willingdon
was 1528 and during 1967, so far, the number
is 2,016.
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SHRI B. S. MURTHY : I have already
stated that it includes officials and non-
officials as well. May I read out their names. .

HON. MEMBERS : No, no.

SHRIB.S. MURTHY : Dr. M.M.S:
Siddhu, of this House, is a member.

SHRI A. D. MANI: According to the terms
of reference of this Committee, as they have
been published in the press, we understand
that this Committee will be largely concerned
with the working of the Government hospitals,
but this morning the papers carry a story that
the members of the Committee also mentioned
about the pay and allowances of doctors
working in these hospitals. Their contention
seems to be that with the present pay and
allowances, it will not be possible for these
hospitals to attract the best medical talent. Is
this Committee also going to be concerned
with the question of the revision of pay and
allowances of medical officers ?
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SHRI B. S. MURTHY : I do not think this
Committee will go into the pay structure of
the medical officers.

DEVICE TO CHECK THE FERTILITY OF
RODENTS

*634. PROF. SATYAVRATA
SIDDHANTALANKAR : Will the Minister of
HEALTH, FAMILY PLANNING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state
whether any device has been discovered to
affect the fertility of the rodents to limit their
family to avoid the huge loss of foodgrains ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH. FAMILY
PLANNING AND URBAN DEVELOP.
MENT (SHRI B. S. MURTHY) : Researches
are still being made in India and other parts of
the World on the possible use of
Chemosterilants in limiting fertility among
rodents.
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DR. S. CHANDRASEKHAR : I would like
to inform the hon. Member that there are two
ways of controlling this problem. One is
giving the rodents certain drugs which will
make them sterile, and the other thing is to
give them pesticides to kill them. The
researches carried on in the World Health
Organisation and in the U.S.A. and the Soviet
Union have veered to the question of feeding
the rodents certain drugs which eventually
make them sterile. Our experiments in this
country have proved to be ineffective and
more expensive. Therefore, the Government is
using only ordinary pesticides to kill rodents
and not to reduce their fertility.

PROF. SATYAVRATA SIDDHANTA-
LANKAR : In America also they have ceased
to make experiments with pesticides, and they
have come to know that using sterilisation
methods is more effective. Even during the
last session of the U.S. Congress, President
Johnson had proposed for an allocation of $20
million for sterilisation of mice. If in America
they have not been able to succeed in that
way, how can you be successful ? Therefore,
the best method would be to sterlise them.

DR. S. CHANDRASEKHAR : What he
says is true, but since it is more expensive, we
believe in destroying them and not reducing
their fertility. This is going round about.

SHRI ARJUN ARORA: May I know
whether the Government has fixed any
priorities in the matter of family planning and,
if so, whether family planning among rats will
get a higher priority than that of family
planning amongst human beings ?

DR. S. CHANDRASEKHAR : I would like
to tell the hon. Member that family planning
is now only given to the human beings. As far
as rodents are concerned, we are not giving
them family planning but destroying them.



