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there. My hon. friend says that
proper caution was not taken. Experts
from here, from the Survey of India,
from the External Affairs Ministry
and from the Defence Ministry went
there, There were experts {rom
there. Days were spent to make sure
that the boundary was the proper
boundary between India and Burma.
The boundary is 1,450 km. long, and
we have seen to it that not one inch
of the Indian territory has been lost
or jeopardised in any way. The
boundary is exactly between India
and Burma which clearly describes
how much territory belongs to India
and how much territory belongs to
Burma. I do not understand this
question of my hon. friend.

(Some hon. Members stood up)

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I think

we have taken much time. Mr.
Kaimal will continue his speech.
This ig over.

SHRI S. S. MARISWAMY

(Madras): Please, Madam

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Wwe
cannot go on. I am satisfied with the
answer. Mr. Kaimal,

st sivewz arst (fare): a7 o%
U WA & AR qE W 3@ oA H
YU FIAT 4T ,

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:
Please, Mr. Yajee. Mr. Kaimal, will
you kindly continue your speech?

s{Y WA@Y ¢ HqIAAEGT, L .

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 1 huve
called Mr. Kaimal. please.

st THATCE ELAGEE L)

To To & TTHT .

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We
cannot go on in this way. Yes, please
continue your speech. Mr. Kaimn=!
“You will get only ten minutes.
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SHRI ARAVINDAKSHAN KAj-
MAL: Madam Deputy Chairman as
a result of the stagnation in the
railway economy, the public sector
undertakings will suffer. Take, for
example, Bhilai which produces
mostly rails and sheets. If you do not
purchase the usual. expected quantity,
there will bz unemployment; the
capacity will remaimn idle. The samc
thing will be with the wagon-builders
all over the country. If you do not

buy wagons from them. .(Inter-
ruptions). They will have to
close down, resulting in unemploy-

ment and starvation for millions of
workers.

The Minister has expressed his
concern at the rise in prices of
materials, namely, steel and cement.
Who has decontrolleg steel and
cement? Your Congress Government.
You have done it under pressure from
the monopolists and capitalists. You
have dug your own grave, and you
are trying to tell others what has
happened, that the grave has been
dug. You have dug it yourself; Who
asked you to decontrol cement and
steel, giving them a chance to enhance
the prices without any reason? This
is a crime that you have committed.

How is this increase in freight and
fare rates going to react? This Gov-
ernment al] the time was telling us
—it was merely a lip-service; we all
know it—that they want to hold the
price-line.

(THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
AKBAR All KHAN) IN THE
CHAIR).

It cannot be done by magic,
they cannot do it. By this in-
crease in fares and freight

rates, there will be a spiral of prices
rises at every stage. The common
man will almost be throttled and tak-
ing advantage of this price riss, the
capitalist, the producer, will make
enormous profits.
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High-rated traffic is at present only
27 per cent of the total revenue traffic.
This has been on the decline in the
recent past and I am afraid ihe pre-
sent Buuget will only result in a fu:-
ther decline in the high-rated traffic.
So, you will be burdened with more of
low-rated traffic.

The House was assured that the
Minister would take measures to in-
tfroduce economy in the railway ad-
ministration. However, by economy,
we know that thig Congress Govern-
‘ment, of which the Railway Minister
ang 'he Railway Administration are
a part and parcel, only mean retrench-
*ment of helpless workers. You know
that you have an employers’ market
and you can always butcher them any-
way you like.

I was speaking about wasteful ex-
penditure and top-heavy administra-
tion. The top people are enjoying al-
most the same privileges as the Bri-
tishers had offered to their white-
skinned executives., For instance, let
us take the work-load of 3 small man
in the Railways. During 1946-47 the
total number of open-line staff on a
zonal railway per million train kilo-
metres was 3,422, Tt came down to
2,980 in 1960-61 and to 2,880 in 1965-66,
Do you realise how much you are
concentrating on the work-load of a
worker, the small man? Strangely
enough, the Railways had appointed
twenty Study Teams to study the
whole thing in order to bring down
the work-load of an individual g little
more or perhaps much more. There
is almost a ban on new recruitment.
The Railway Administration is already
stagnant and it says that some of the
existing staff is surplus. But on the
top of this, they want electronic ac-
counting machines. The monopolists
have advised them that they must
have the gadgetz which they use in
America. What is going to happen?
These computers have come. Mr.
Morarji Desai has said in a reply to
a debate that they are not going to
retrench anybdoy. But we know that
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trick. You will not retrench anybody;
you will not give them any advances
in their careers and you will not
recrurt any further. It is the same
old story. Why should we hire these
computers at fantastic rates? I confess
I am not an expert but I am told that
the computer should be housed in an
air-conditioned room as after half an
hour’s work the machine gets heated
and it comes out with wrong figures.

This electronic machine is a job
eating demon and I do not know how
they can think of bringing in a thing
like this. I understand that there
was quite . severe pressure by the
American monopolists and so it was
pushed into this Government. The
Railways being weaklings coulq not
resist and say that we do not require

them because they are unsuitable for
us.

In the Railway Accounting depart-
ment there is a ban on promotion.
There are people who are getting just
Rs. 180 a month, and they will conti-
nue to get Rs, 180 for the rest of
their service, Imagine such a situa-
tion. You start at Rs. 180 a month.
An unmarried man starts his career at
Rs. 180 and throughout his career he
will continue getting Rs. 180 for
the rest of his service.

As I have said, the electrical
machines create blunders, We can-
not afford to have this machine. We
cannct afford to have these imported
American machines. There is an-
other danger. This machine should be
fed with data. If it is fed with a cer-
tain data, they will give the secrets
of railway movement. In case you
have a war—you have the I.B.M.
officers who are the slaves of the
Americans, or the Americans them-
selves—they will be knowing all
about the secret movement of our
wagons, troops, trains and everything.
Can we afford to have these people
taken inside place where the secu-
rity of the country is to be preserved?
No. These accounting machines should
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be done away with. Otherwise, we
shall bring into effect a movement
against this, I would warn the Rail-
way Minister against this, and would
say that he would nct be able to face
the movement.

I would only say this. What is
meant by the word “overcrowding”?
The definition, according to the Rail-
way Board, the lieutenants of the
Railway Minister, is this. Excess
occupation in any train, over end
above 80 per cent. of the seniing
capacity, is considered as overcrowd-
ing. Imagine that. It means, as
against 100 persons, if a coach carries
75 persons more, it is not considered
overcrowding, even when it carries
175 persons as against 100 persons.

The Railways have a sad record of
devotees and pilgrims, especially in
relation to the third-class passengers.
1 would invite the Railway Minisler
to travel as a third class passenger.
You must try that, Mr. Railway
Minister,

About retiring rooms, the pertor-
mance of the Railways has been
wonder{ful. For 7,000 railway sta-
tions in India in 1962-63, they have
constructed only 12 retiring rooms.
What are the officers doing? Why not
they find out that during the British
regime, once upon a time, they had
good hotels attached to the railway
stations? You should develop the
retiring rooms. That is a real heip 10
the passengers. It costs you nothing;
it costs only a little to erect 1{wo
rooms at most of the important sta-
tions.

Take next the punctuality of traius,
Here, I must say that you have a
very efficient statistician in the Ralil-
way Board. He requires increment.
If T were the Chairman of the Rail-
way Board, I would give him a
special  increment. The Railways
claim that during 1965-66, the punctu-
ality rate was 8551 per cent. You
will not believe it, I take this infor-
mation with a pinch of salt. It is ail
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bunkum. The most precious thing
that the Railways offer is insecurity
while travelling,

We had four accidents in four days.
What a wonderful performance?
There should be an award for 1iae
Railway Board for carrying the pas-
sengers with such great dare,

I must warn the Government
against infiltration of U.S. foreign
capital in our Railways, which is the
biggest public secter enterprise with
Rs. 3,000 crores of capital. As a
matter of fact, they have succeeded
considerably in making their head-
way in traction and administration,
the two major hands of the Railways.

I come to switching over to dieseli-
sation. I have reasons to suspect that
our former Railway  Minister, Mr.
S. K, Patil, had conspired with the
private U. S. capital and took the
decision to swilch over to diesel. We
find that in Varanasi, Diesel engines
are being assembled with 75 per cent.
imported components. They will call
them Indian-made diesel engines, but
it is clear, clean bluff. Railways have
imported 377 diesel engines tull
31-3-1967. The value of components
for Varanasi so far imported mostly
from the U. S. is worth Rs. 1119
crores and new orders worth 2,220,000
Canadian dollars have been recently
placed. For this dieselisation, you
have to impcrt diesel fuel. In 1965-66
Railways imported 662,000 tonnes of
diesel fuel while the consumption of
high speed diese] oil was only 258.000
tonnes. 1 wonder why this accumula-
tion, the diflerence beiween consump-
tion and importation. You were trying
to finance the American exparts
there. Now we do not know what we
are going to do with the coal-miners,
locomotive workshops and  workers.
The Government is anxious to do
away with them to benefit the Ame-
rican investors. This most important
national issue has to be decided after
taking into consideration every aspect
of it. This House should go into this
end the Railway Minister must fully
explain its outcome. In case of a
war, the supply of fuel and spares
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wil} be stopped. We shall be black-
mailed by the capitalists abroad and
the Indian Railways will come to a
standstill.

Another example of wasteful ex-
penditure and extravagance is in the
fabrication of electric coaches. The
inner lining has sunmieca which
costs about Rs. » per square foot and
the flooring has aluminium chequered
plates costing Rs. 6 per square foof,
made by the Indian Aluminium Com-
pany, the subsidiary of an American
company, who are their friends, Who
are the people travelling in it? Pecple
who may not have two meals a Jay.
They have to travel in it because it
brings money to the American finan-
cier.

The suburban passengers travel like
packed sardines and they are being
asked to pay more every year. They
travel sometimes within the compart-
ment, sometimes on the roof. They
have no choice. They have to go to
office and come back home. The Rail-
way Minister can show a dagger at
him and say, “Take it or leave it”.
The poor passenger hag to surrender.

. What I should say in conclusion is
that if the Railway Minisier does not
take it as a warning and tries to
make efforts—I know he cannot do
jit—to improve the position, the Rail-
ways will be facing a disaster within
a ve y short time.

As in the case of industries, food
arnd other things, in railway line
also there 1s discrimination against
Kerala. Kerala is the poorest State
in railway facilities with only 4 K.M.
for every one lakh of population as
against 12 KM.s and 10 KMs res-
pectively in the two neighbouring
States of Madras and Mysore. Total
route mileage of Railway in this
State is only about 700 K.Ms as
against 4,000 K.M.s in Madras State
and 2,500 K.M.s in Mysore State. All
major railway workshops numbering
4 and employing about 50,000 men
are situated in Madras and Mpysore
States with none in Kerala. In the
matter of sanctioning new lines,
Kerala has been neglected in the first
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3 Five Year Plans and there iz no
silver lining in the Fourth Plan also.

Out of the six Divisions of the
southern only one is in Kerala State.
The location of the Division assigned
to Kerala, headquartered at Olavak-
kot, is such that it covers only a small
poriion of railway lines of this S.ate
and the major portion of lines under
this Division is in Tamilnad. Even in
Kerala State, the portion south of
Eranakulum is attached to the Divi-
sion located at Madurai, resultantly,
hie merchants and the other rail ysers
of the respective areas of this state
have (o go the two different Divisional
Headquarters, that is, to Madurai and
Olavakkot, as the case may
be, for wagon allotments, move-
ments and journey concessions etc.
Besides, the Malayalee and Tamilian
railway employees of these two Di-
visions will have to move about on
transfers, irrespective of the linguis-
tic areas, causing great inconvenience
o the education of their children,
etc. As such, if a new Division is
formed at the central place of Kerala
somewhere near Ernakulam cover-
ing all railway lines of this State, it
will be much beneficial to the mer-
chants, other raliway users and ihe
railway employees.

This will especially facilitate to
meet the varied needs of the Cochin
Port Trust and the industrial complex
then is fast developing in and around
Ernakulam. It will also facilitate
better and easy co-ordination swith
the State Government and consequ-
ently pave the way for the further
developments of the Railway and
better employment opportunities in
the State. The formation of State-wise
postal circles is worth mentioning in
this context. Evidently, the first and
the foremost thing for Railway deve-
lopment in Kerala is to form a Divi-
sion with headquarters at a central
place covering all lines of the State.
This will help to make it more com-
bact and easily controllable from the
operational point of view and also for
better efficiency.
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In addition to the above, the follow-
ing suggestions are also put forward
for the consideration of the Railway
Minis ry:—

(1) Coastal line—Cochin-Alleppey
and branch lines, Kollengode-Trichur-
Guruvayoor, and Kottayam-Bodinaya-
kanur.

2 To locate 1n Kerala one of the
proposed Railway undertakings in the
Fourth Plan, vz, Signal Workshop,
Integral Wagon Factory and Concrete
Sleeper Factory. The location of an
Integral Wagon Factory was proposed
at Quilion 1n the Third Plan, but was
subsequently dropped.

3. To establish a full-fledged Saw
Mill 1n Kerala attached to the Creosa-
ting plant at Olavakkot to supply
wooden sleepers for the Railways as
jungle wood 1s avallable in plenty in
this State At present, this 1s arranged
through contract.

4, To start a major repalr shop 1n
Kerala for carriages, wagons and
locomotives There are four in Madras
State at present and none in Kerala.

5. To introduce diesel car services
between Ernakulam and Trichur and
between Trivandrum and Quilon to
minimise overloading in buses and
also for quicker transport.

Thank you, Sir.

SHRIMATI C AMMANNA RAJA:
Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, we have
Listened to very learned specches
from Members who have gone into
great detail about the financial aspect,
etc I am not a finance expert or a
businessman or even an econoraist,
As an ordinary passenger, I want to
bring certain things to the notice of
the Minister who, 1 feel, 1s a very
sincere man and who will take cur
criticism with good humour and iury
10 do his best I am really glad that
the Railway protfolic 1s 1n the hands
of a man who is sincere and efficient,
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Now, if we refer to the speech of
the Railway Minister on page 4, we
can Sec that there has been consider-
abl_ expansion 1n our Railways, There
has been gwte a lot done duning the
past few months. I do not know whe-
ther the present Mimister can take
he credit or the blame for what 1s
obtaining at present, But still we
have to give our remarks so that they
can be borne in mind and whatever
has to be done will be done What I
feel 1s that we have to take the classi-
fication of the Railways to the time
before Shri Gopalaswami Iyengar’s
time. I mean to say that there was a
First Class, there was a Second Class,
there was an Intermediate Class and
there was a Third Class. Leave a.one
the Intermediate Class which  Was
abolished. How 1s the present Second
Class to-day? It 1s worse than the
Third Class I do not know whether
1t should exist, but if 1t should exist, ir
must improve, or 1t must be abolished
ed. There 1s no sitting space; there is no
sleeping space. So something must be
done about 1t. It must be real gocd
Second Class You know many of
these officers get Second Class. They
cannot sleep and they have to work
the next day. They have to undergo a

lot of 1nconvenience duning their
journey.
Now, during the Britishers’ time,

I do not know why they had esta
blished so many gauges—broad-gauge,
metre-gauge and narrow-gauge. 1 ¢an
understand nparrow-gauge which has
to be there for the hill stations, etc
But these metre-gauge and broad
gauge have added to our troubles Ii
you want to convert melre-gauge into
broad-gauge, trains will go ocut of
use and 1t will mean a lot of ¢xpen-
diture. But sill 1t has to be done
slowly and gradually and there shou’d
be only one uniform gauge through-
out. Now, for instance, if people want
to go from Delhi to Mysore, thcy
have t{o go to Madras to get broad-
gauge connection to Bangalore and 1t
will take a much longer time than if
they come to Hyderabad and then go
to Bangalore and if between Hyder-
abad and Bangalore it is broad-gauge,
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which 1t 1s not So I suggest that
there should be a dizect train irom
Delh1 to Mysore via Hyderabad and
the Dhond-Secunderabad-Guntakkal
lime must be converted into bioad-
gauge

1 have said already that there has
been somre improvement in the Rail-
ways They have diesel eng.nes
brought into being and theie 1 also
electrification of the engines in some
places But only some areas get the
benefit ¢f these improvements Speedy
travel 1s made possible because of
these improvements But there are
some areas which, from time imme-
morial, have just remained as rhey
were and have been neglected I d»
not know why some areas arz so
unfortunate not to get the attention
frem the Raillway Ministers and one
after another, they have been quite
indifferent For instance, I want you
to refer to the Time-Table and tell
me which 18 the train from Delnu
going to Hyderabad You have only
Delhi-Madras, Delhi-Nagpur, Delh1-
Calcutta and Delhi-Bombay Which 15
the train that takes you to Hyder-
abad” You cannot find 1. 1n this You
will only see Kazipet From there vou
have 10 go I have been repeatin, the
same thing over and over agamn and
I shall not mind saying 1t any number
of times till 1t is rectified It 13 cri-
minal to make the people of a very
imporiant Capital City like Hyderabad
take soc much time and waste sO
much time to reach their place Now
the Southern Express takes you fo
Kazipet at 9-15 and you have tc wait
till 2 30 1n the might just to cover
these 100 miles from Kazipet to
Hyderabad For this, you have to
waste the whole night Is .t fair?
Can something not be done about 1t?

SHRI P K KUMARAN
it wil' be done

SHRIMATI C, AMMANNA RAJA-
I am sure 1t will be done

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
AKBAR ALI KHAN): The Minster
has not said anything Only you are
saying Mr Kumaran

This time
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SHRIMATI C AMMANNA RAJ.\.
Then there 1s the GT, there 1s the
Southern Express, there 1s the Janata
Express and there 1s the Deluxe train,
All these tramns only take you to
Madras I do not grudge 1t because
most of the area covered 1s Andhra
Pradesh But I want to reach Hydera-
bad without waste of time, Tell me
how I must go If you want to  see
which train from Hyderabad will take
you to Delhi, you will not know
There 1s the Kazipet Express and
tnere 15 the Kazipet Passenger ang you
have to find out which ;s the train that
will take vou to Delhi from Kazipet.
Please take this very seriously and do
something about 1t

SHRI SHER KHAN (Mysore) What
about Bangalore?

SHRIMATI C, AMMANNA RAJA:
I have said 1t even before you remind-
ed me about 1t I am fair-minded I
am not narrow-minded like some other
people So this 1s the state of affairs,
There are only a few coaches taking
you to Hyderabad from Kazipe. You
have no Deluxe train If you want to
catch the Deluxe at Kazipet you have
to start from Hyderabad the previous
night 1tself to catch the train the next
morning Is 1t fair to make the people
waste one whole night to catch the
Deluxe train at Kazipet? And you do
not get accommodaticn because 1t
comeg from Madras and most of the
reservations are done at Madras itself
Even people like Members of Parha-
ment, when they approach the Rail-
way authorities, are told, “Madam, we
have no quota, anyhow, we will write
to the Madras people and we will take
a chance ” Is it fair to deny all these
facilities to people staying in a parti-
cular area? And there 1sno air-condi-
tioned coach, no Janata The Chair-
man knows our difficulties and so he
will appreciate mv remarks Also I
want Mr Poonacha to travel by tramn
1o Hyderabad and wait there at Kazi-
pet for four or five hours just to cover
100 males

Then, I am really glad that gradual-
ly Third Class travel 1s made more
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comfortable, Many facilities are be-
ing given. There is no use criticising
1t like anything, We have got drink-
ing water facilities, fans, sleeper
coaches, etc, Only I want them to be
increased, I want every long distance
train to have sleeper coaches. For ins-
tance from Hyderabad we have only
3-tier coaches. 1 have been serving
on the Advisory Committee for g long
iime in this Zonal Railway, TFirst we
had only three-tier coaches. Then I
asked for 2-tier coaches, They said
‘We have abolished 3-tier, which is
tree’. For two-tier we have to pay,
When gll the trains are equipped with
both the tier system, why should we
be denied both? It is rmeant for the
poor people. If I am advocating for
better third class facilities, it is  be-
cause when my membership ceases, I
nave to travel in the third class, I am
travelling by first class because it is
free, So also so many are travelling
in our country. There are very few
who can realy afford to travel by first
class. Between Viayawada and Visha-
khapatnam—this is my experience—
if a third c’ass carriage is meant for
25 people, there will be 125 people
travelling by that. People are  just
vushed 1n like cattle,  particularly
women with little children. The
childien may get crushed.
There  shnuld be more carriages
and more women’s compartments se-
parately provided. Now they have no
sitting or standing space, These may
be small things, this may mot be a
learned speech but I want to bring to
the notice of the Minister the hard-
ships felt by the people every day.
When I go to Bombay, I go by the
Frontier Mail. Probablv no third class
tickets are issued within a  certain
distance and so the platforms are
clear, They are empty. But you come

te our area and see, There will he
*housands of people waiting on  the
platforms, Even for first clazs —of
rourse now Members have some prio-
rities—so many people come to me
saying there are 20 people on the

waiting list, to travel for Hyderabad
by the G.T. or the Southern Express.
There are four ftrains, If  there
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are 20 people on the waiting list, why
do you not have a separate train for
Hyderabad? There is justificatjon for
it, You are making the people feel
disgusted and helpless by making
them undergo so much of hardship. In
every train I want a separate ladies’
compartment. People laugh at me.

I have been fighting with men in our
Advisory Committee, They say that
sometimes the compartments go em-
pty. How many other compartments
go empty? There are young women
with babies. They would not like to
travel alongwith men and it is not safe
or good for them, When I ask the
Railways; they say: ‘We will do it’ but
when anybody comes for T, they say
that there is no compartment. With
whom to fight? The attendant does
not know about it. It is the higher
authorities who have to make the
arrangements, Before the Chairman
says that my time is over, I would
like to bring something to the nolice
of the Minister. There was a Commit-
tee to go into the railway working in
the Southern area of our couniry and
rarticularly about Andhra they have
written as follows:

“To begin with Andhra Pradesh,
This State is fast developing in the
fields of mining, agricullure and
industry.The registered number of
factories in the State rose from 4,984
in 1961 to 5,193 in 1964 and the
workers employed from 228,000 to
258,000, It is to be noted in  this
connection, that the railway needs
of the State have been specified by
the State Government and by the
National Council of Applied Econo-
mic Research in its techno-econcmiec
report of the State.”

The State has to-day only three
main lines connecting the North and
the South without any interconnect-
ing lines. Large areas of Telan-
gana and Rayalaseema have yet 10
be opened up for industrial deve-
lopment, as also for speedy move-
ment of agricultural, mineral and
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other produce and manufactures. It
is rather suprising to note from the
study that, right since independence
and during all the three plans, only
26.31miles of new lines were laid in
this State. Even the Kakinada Kote-
palle line dismantled during the
Second World War has not been
relaid.

“The Govermment of Andhra Pra-
desh proposed to the Central Gov-
ernment the inclusion of a broad-
gauge line from Ongole to Hydera-
bad, a metre gauge line from Rai-
line from Kothagudem 1o Visakha-
chur to Kothagudem_ a broad guage
patnam, g broad gauge line from
Ramagundam +¢o Nizamabad, a
broad gauge line from Nellore to
Mydukur, and division of the pre-
sent Howrah—Madras main line via

Kakinada by constructing a link
ketween Kakinada ang Pitha-
puram.”

You may say that there are so many
demands from Andhra itself. If you
look at the map you will find the
Telangana area mot at all served, It
is blank, They have to depend on
buses which is not at all satisfactory.
In Telangana so many districts are
not connected with Railways; other-
wise the Government would not have
asked for jt. The Nagarjunasagar Dam
is coming.to a finish and I am sure
the Minister wou'd like to take =zway
the food produced there and so I hope
they will think of laying some more
lines. So it is necessary,

“The State Government also sug-
gested the electrification of the
Vijavawada-Waltair, Hyderabad-
Warangal and Hyderabad-kurnoot
sections.”

“The construction of 3 line bet-
ween Hyderabad and Ongole via
Nagarjunasagar to remove ihe

existing congeshion on the Hyderabad-
Vijayawada main line, a line bet-
ween Ramagundam and Latur to
open up a region with large forest
and coal resources; a line between
Bailadilla and Kothagudem to move
Singareni coal to the Madhya Pra-
desh iron ores; and a rail link bet-
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ween Kothagudem and Rajahmun-
dry to industrial complex around
Visakhapatnam”.

More things they have said,
he will not only give
but will action them. The ‘Hinduw’
gave a report about it. The ‘Hindu'
is a Madras paper and everybody has
to admit that we agre short of railways,
So I want the Minister {0 be kind to
us and to connect Delhi with Benga-
lore via Hyderabad by converting the
necessary line into B. G. and give us
more facilitiess and not neglect us,
You know Andhra is very hot and we
have no air-conditioned trains and no
direct link. Instead of taking 10 hours
we take 10 more hours now, It is
inhuman and it is cruel,

sfy fadwm amt . o 9fg FF R
1 Y 2TIF L1 7 ?
JqANET A (7 HFRAL AF T )

1 hope
consideration

ST AT, 6 AF AT |

SHRI G. P, SOMASUNDARAM
(Madras): Mr. Vice-Chairman, I rise
on this occasion to make my observa-
tiong on the Railway Budget for 1967
68 and I am very grateful to you for
giving me an opportunity to ghare my
thoughts in this august House, It is
very regrettable that the current year
started with a major accident in
Kuppam near Madras, Sixty-nine
people have died, I take this oppor-
tunity to offer my condolences to the
bereaveq families. 1 request the hon.
‘Minister through you to give com-
pensation to the families of these
unfortunate _people at the quickest
possible time. I say this because there
is already a widespread bhelief that
comnensation is paid after a long time.

While my hon. friend, the Finance
Minister, has performed his party to
tax the common people, the Railway
Minister has alsg not lagged behind
in doing so. Everybody i- aware that
the common people have reached the
saturation point and they will not be
able to bear any further burden of
taxation. While our people want tax
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relief, both the Mmisters—for Finance
and Railways—have competed with
each other in taxing them. The non.
Railway Minister probably in his en-
thusiasm, 1n announcing his proposals
*n increase the earnings of Railways,
ras not noticed a contradictory >tate-
ment 1 his speech, While he says on
page 3 of his speech that “increase in
goods freight rates has a direct and

often an mmediate effect on
the price level”, on page 5
of his speech he says that

* considering the extent of the rise 1n
the general price level in the last two
years, this increase”—thal is the inc-
rease in freight charges ang passenger
fares—“15 very modera‘e” On one
side he says that increase in freight
charges will result in price-rise, and
on the other he justifies his proposals
for ncrease n freight charges and
passenger fares on the general rise in
prices, I hope the hon, Minister will
look into thig and reconsider hig pro-
posals.

I also want to make one more ob-
servation in this connection The hon.
Minister has stated ‘hat increase in
passenger fdres hag lit'le or no infla-
tionary effect But thig i3 not so, This
will certamnly lead %o rice 11 prices.
Moreover ncrease 1n uassenger fares
1s going to put people to difficulty in
making both ends meet 1t has become
a fact that the non-Congrese Govern-
ments 1n the States, particularly the
DMK Partv's Government in Madras,
a e striving their best {¢ bring down
the prices, But the Congress Centfral
Government 1s encouraging the rise in
prices by 1its actions, Is this the way
of extending cc-operation to the non-
Congress Governments? I leave it to
your good sense to think over.

The Raillway Minister has stated
that printing and issue of a ticket costs
about 374 Paise Why not reduce this
expenditure? We can have cheap
ticketg for platforms and for short dis-
tances by printing them like bus or
cinema tickets I hope the Railway
Minister will consider thiz suggestion.

Let me suggest one more thing to
increase railway earnings At the back

[ RAJYA SABHA ]
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of the tickets you can pui adve.tise-
ments. This will bring considerable
income to the Railways.

Overcrowding 1n raillways 1s the
order of the day. I do not know
whetaer a dzy will come when you
just purchase a ticket and boa:d a
train  People have !2 spend nights
at the stations for reserving accom-
modation for travel affer a month, Ad-
ditional trains are the only solution.
If you cannot do 1t now, why not dec-
1ease I class berths and increase III
Class accommodation? This wil] inc-
1ease not only the earnings of the
Railways but alsp transport more
people

Day by day the services in Railways
are deteriorating. The attendants, the
electricians, the examiners, ete. do not
attend to the genuine grievancesg of
the people. I have noticed myself on
many occasiong that uniesg I disclose
that I am a Member of Parliament
nothing will move. Mr. Mariswamy
also knows this He must have had
greater experience. When he and I
were travelling together, we were put
to a lot of trouble no fan no light no-
thing of that sort of amenity, We call-
ed out for people, but none was car-
ing for us. Only when we said that
we would pull the chain and would
not allow the train to move we were
attended to This situation will not
do Something should be done ur-
gently to improve the condition

My friend, the Railway Minister,
comes from Mysore. He knows how
Bangalore is ymportant for the people
in Madras, and vice versa. The pro-
posal to connect Salem with Bangalore
via Dharmapur: has not yet materia-
lised. There is a line between Salem
and Dharmapuri. This will never be
remunerative ynless the line 13 extend-
ed up to Bangalore This proposal
should be expedited

A number of passengers are facing
hardship in getting sleeper accommo-
dation from Salem to Madras. The
passengers from Salem must be pro-
vided with a 3-tier sleeper coach,
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There is already a proposal to make
Ercaud ijn Servarayan hills and Solak-
kadu in Kollj hills as tourist centres.
The railway auhorities ghould improve
the facilities for tourists at the Salem
Junction, so that the tourists to these
centres will not have any difficulties.

I take this opportunity to suggest
that a new line from Salem to Tiru-
chirappalli vie Rasipuram, Turaiyur,
1s a must, The demand is there from
the people for a long time, but the
raillway authorities have not done any-
thing so far. This will be a very re-
munerative route and also serve thou-
sands of people.

Salem is facing an acute shortage of
wagons. Starch ang sage are two agri-
cultura] products which are sent to
different parts of the country from
Salem. Because of the shortage of
wagons, huge quantities of those pro-
ductg are dumped and are going waste,
While there is food shortage every-
where, can we afford to do like this?

Lastly, please permit me to reiterate
what many have said here and else-
where, namely to make use of the
fallow land along the railway tracks
in order to increase our food produc-
tion.

Before concluding my speech may
I reming the hon. Minister through
you that the Railways in India are for
the gervice of the people. This is the
main consideration for nationalising
them. By all means do everything to
increase railway earnings, but not at
the cost of the common man,

) Thank you.

St SrANT AV 0 WA SRS
FIHT Agied, § 99 a9 FT T@Wa
T g AR Wi frer § arwe ¥ 3fy
g g Sast o g s g | @
W FE T AT A g H G
3a# 7 gfg F aw gy g a1 F gafag
SFT Fwdw F<ar § 5 &w ¥ o faww
885—RS—17
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FT FT9 ZAT § I fY gawy Aud
agh # AT GAaT & I d9r ST
Fifgr | oW gAT ATHT AT 4T
&g #Y 9t afvordr g g & fF
RH e 96 & q16 I §, FH] HALHT
¥ ure W § w9 g% el 3w F
77 & oy ra &, AT stagm ey
F ArE ATA 4 AT EW AT F €
FAT FWQ & HT o0 A g T~
TR & fad 97 werE § qHEE A A
W A g swn Ay faww
F o, @ ey FTFm g ar ey
YT T F9 g1 A g9 AUAY SAaT ¥
qiy agdarwd g AT AT g, 39% o
WI F awe § fFwar gfg &1 @@
Ry A zEIfeesor ¥ s, @
Tarfrme daw@ )

oAl AR wfqwr geedi 7 @R
Fat § wgr | 9fF & 99 gfmm
T qgq ant & g gafad 48 qmwrd
AT T ATTHA AT T § T (% AT
faad A o @ £, afesrg
9T Gl 3, ITU sqTaT I saver A fgear
AT ¢ 98 T FTE | EF HIT 13T T
% fo @m oge § 1 g
gfvweqamn #T AT ¥ ow@w ¥
AIY-HTE Ao § S GRy g9 § 394
oy WIT FI ISR & QA & 919-
arg 2o X faufa g fe arfaraw
F gra W W AT Foary o wwrd
g 1 9uq 9T ¥ A=l ¥ |
F @y QA9 ASTFI A FH FCHFT &F
fogamar + T®T 99 THRAT ¥ WY
FI F ITQ G THATS §, AT 22
g FHATE AT G, F AT 10 ¥
6 I g% 437 & Afww @ # I
FIT HT HIE AT & @ &1 gWIR
TTT GTET F1 @@ & Fradr @rfagi
arw gf, IEFT W RN @d AT
AT 1 WA F 16 wT@  FHATQ
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A7 fHa] 4 g Aqww NI g,
FTH FIT ATR § I9% fod F 18 s
g I TE FY 1 IART AR )
CICCHE UMV ok B CEnret i)
FoFre § I9ry &)

agfs g oAt <ty g fwse
argt § GG AAF gy FF g
A T 71 I9HT OHT @A & qrAw
LEANEAIGE 1 O SR 0 A el
*ord & Aeg-aeg F ww ) @ g, fawe
FT A g1 @ E, e ot T war & T
WA HAW ARG @y aw
wgat fr 33 ¥ @i =8 § Sfe &
WA T qFES { wwww w@r g F
i WM F faad s Aee
9 W § I ¥ A9y w=er FW
TIRIIH T @rE ) pARIWEF FI
miasdFe g7 R g g e
g § SG-SNTE gAY 1T ZAT M7
AT TAT ¥ 1 FIC W 9T W IAHT
A qrET dqT ey 1+ AfET Tog A g
ACHT [, T U FT §IA I
IR &, A TR 4, A g
ag qfesrs F¥27 & fag ag & A s
21 ¥NT grae ¥ #09 22,23 W=
FHATY FT9 5 §, AfFw @F ¥
12 g FHAMQ &9 FW & AT
for cqrdY § SR 4 wmg FHAT Fqw
ATEA R @ F W FE &1 T
AT T AT FIW FT T T 3AN
7o ¥ fawre § wgdr ¥ @ 2, e
g arlre w7 Fifed 9, T A
¥ ag wrar 3 PR = AT gIrgdi A
A1 7g AF § wav wye@wgal v AG0
Wy 1 @ TEF N AgEEA
# &, & a5 7€l Fgav 5 garet=e
& A Afed wardraar Qi wfgy
o aifqarigy SamEr §  wmretAT
gt st wifgd set @y &0
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Afie Yo F farae e s s fopar
g wm age %1 1w fwan, qfesrs
TR & faqar & g § vgd sy
W3 ¥ fog o § < wmawer oY WEw wi
fewrrs & forg, wist F1 ogamy & form,
A1 2 & foau faaar w1y g ag
T T @a & #9 w & fAv
Fare & Ak foss wdd s gary Ao
¥ mfrenfaal qar Pt ¥ gaen
T a7 9@ amy WY @F aret A warEr
g sarar faemn famr 9
3. p.m.

fem e o€t wfvww o ag & f5
g A Ywa avd g, ag g fafew
IUAISIETET AT ¥ wTH T @] |
fom a@ & 99 Jam § Awwndy £
wraaT oY I A & I A A F Q@
&1 wa dY 7g guard T IR & |
T g warEe # GE T4 g
zafao g4 vy w1 fagan 1 aurereTe
F1 0F a9 fegar wifgy v gy
RIS FT Ag T G L _W
A% g & grw wgwr qEar @ fw
T dw ferd W g wd
AT qY gW TE %8 TPy § 5 &
ARTHATSY IO FT TG AT 9 7Y
AAL T 400 Taw FAf@ W@
T FfH gL AW H £ THT 1 AW
Teafa dar< =€ gf 2 f g7 qa¥
F g ¥ 3 ad ) FfET g W e
Y & Jra Tl § 39 T&@ F7 WGAT1 qHY
ey 5 7w 99 oF & AW F
21 7g 717 3 § fF g wiiwathe &
T T 1T F JyEe W q9E
el § AATFET FT AT E WAL IR
Wt gma A & A Faartat w7 e
AT ARy YT IR Suty & W
A TATET FEAT F &, I TG FT
WYaAT Y T AT Iy 1 @ A F
Y WETY F Cx RGO Iufeqd
T wifgy fgrgeam & ganafaat &
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gy fF g0 A A7 ATE T2y
v f5a a3 § w37 Fw il 8 ward
Argxy & g AT wAarfat & gig
qsZT {AF FLAT AMET M7 Fw¥s
1 qEAT X IAF AT I FIAT
Fifgh AT 37 999 1 TR TG
¥ wrrAr ®AY &, IAR Fheqny R
srar =rfzg

3% AT GV F 43 FIAT qRAT g
fF 77 1957 ¥ % T AT J27 47
qT gaF AETE FT 1959-60
¥ waifaa Gar war AT wgAr A |
fis ZAR T AV F I qIFTE T IHT
F fa1feal ®Y g SR Ol & Tary
& auAd € 91 fr 93T g T ooy §
T oy F AU G § AT q09
1 AIEER T F A FAATTE T
16 ®2, 1292 MY 109 9fq faq w1y
FIX § MT JT Fiagr 37 FT 17 AT
% HY w31 917 § 5 § aga FRara
% g @ 91X 3 | 39 & F1 ST ATGH0
geegl & ¥ H § 38 97 § ML IHIfAg
gRTA 71T § WAL IUIT A0 & 5 398
ga-gfaan & fgara & werm & eqr foar
K0 | 3@ G54 F off aifewq atga ¥
wgT o1 {5 T AYAT | FHA ITHT HAT
F ga- faur 3 w1 e T ea
fi W wd=ife F1oaAw J@
g 1 6T Age FEATEl & & ara
3% Tz qUTAG HAT FOA1 A1ed 1 g
7z 7Y F3 § BF 99% fag o AT
¥ FHIGT IATAT FTT | AAY A TR
TEFT T HIAT U1 2 (33T 3 1 3% &,
TRy 37 AN F1 AT Fo fasn, wfEA
@t gar gonfa &, fasdana §, 78
wm G & F A& o wo F TAT
fipaT STl & & & AT H W aQr
fixd ST VT <AF qak T2 (AT ST |
g ATT-AIT T FT AT § A F
g gfras A avh § 9 AW 2 %
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e FAA{E F A FEE W
FES AT 9T wear fyam wifEd A
3% o FT @I Ay 3rfgd 1 T
T/ g F Fawrn F7 faar e ar
B g0 919 FY =TT TEY 9§ 5 Wy
AT wgTE A9 % | AT v g w1
T HT 3 wafF WE ¥ wHary a7
FAPT G wRATCAT F qHEy §
JET AT FH K § | d 07 AW FY
Fant & fou, awfa & foo, wfs %
for, Fwrar & forg =Y 3o 37 fywrom
& e 2wl & saan 5y 5
& T gt ¥ 91T I IR 7R
FA TGN F | gEferg # Fn T
g fr 37% faw ov 9w & dw R
FATAT AT AT | IT R0 1 Fraal
% fag qa fear srm afed i o9 &
FAATTA w7 ag % glagr fay o

T AT g ATY § I FFAT 14T
g—-% 7 2T FT AAAT 10 A ¥
721 97 77 W) E fF gk oy dfim ot
TS § 3TN I ATIAL FT EAT agA
AT &1 sfr gAY afzw #g Y oA
for ALY H Y7 1A qATE STy q7fg
gt w37 f5 M=T T9 F ATEA HT
FEART A8 T F faqm g | T @
# gAR gER Wl ¥ Y w0 5 ag angA
a1 fife?, ag arET gar Hfsd, dev
ATET F A1 T § g5 Ay | qfwn
& g FgN AT § & A wedv
ST AT 95 IT FT AT F gAY TgH
TN AT | T@AT ATfgT 3 qUIaTy
=Tl & WY qg F19 a1 91fzy v g
T & afaes a9 T AR A
Fat TR AIG! & THA | 95 W3
arsT sy =rigy 1 faw wow § AR
7 oot Yq 1 g A AL G R, T
qT g9 TR 1A qATE AT A
JerTAT § a1 I AT 9T § /7
Trgge 1 Y 0 A § ag wO
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[y sz o)

T g fF gl < A o5 AQ
FX T qIGY FT B1S AT TGy AT A7
7g FEq & fF gum agf AT & Fie
s FT DT HI% T7 AT FY 3G TH
I T Af, 37 awE i fagar a9 @
IT FGERY T AT QU7 AT A
T HAT oY FE QT TS AT FT AF
fr wdfigT 7 faee & oo @F
ATEA Y | qFT FT I fawra @y
g3 § AR gRar & @y ¥ o ag @f
SERLIEIL G A R - C L
Y TF qCE QY R § AR gEd
T8 N9 2 ST g awT Ay FW ¥
fere dar &3 31 v Sugdy Wagh 9T
T AG # RAST F R WY
T8 arr ¢ o vy oo 7 faes
¥ TFEIT qF TET UG gEr TUEYR
e § Ie] 19T ATET FT fAmion gy
T Y J AT TF 99 AG gAT
fafea & qova 7 ¢F @ Ad g A

W A FT7 A QUG g1 s A

& faes 7 weiremam o oY 33 wre
FT FAET A YT AT F

faga @ W g T d AEA
s &, AT § 7g T wmw § fe
AT T TET F WRAAT qF  qgr
AT 1 g A Fy & B oy ok
I aF 99 9ET e wfEy,
W HHY Y I F AT A qger d
wafag & wdt wEey ¥ axeTer wE
FraRifr AT see, fFgam
N ferea @ ¥, fawa ¥ w19 3,
T A el T a9 e
FATE Y fd | Sar R ool
fF atgR o faqRr 7 399 wrEaY &
AT AT &Y WEAEF §, I qC; ¥
FIOHIT § WY 39 13T FT Y STAT
TET AEEF & | WA gH FAA 10
fFreitteT qF € WS ArgA A §)
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7@ s g e g e Sy S A9
sqggwraaﬁ"rmmm ol

g% @17 & gu g ¥ frgew
frar gt fF S W FHEQ g I
T o=RT T e s anfey, et
waty faan ST Sifgr 1 gy @R A
AT TG F( FAE | TAT 78 W
S frwa vedww fear s
T & ag Fgm AT g fe A YA
FOrRFIITOE, SRR A IT w1 faww
FTAT 2 STHF T TCH T T ARTHT TEY
2 for g gt Yo AT =fed) AmEEd
atgg W8 A€ F ok fafreg aeg ®
W For 8 5 @3 7 @9 F FW W
avg ¥ YT FAfeal F st FE
grin AT fAcm ag g B o oF
X BEAr FT T3 § O Al Ay qermfa
i I RED I AT 39 F
FgE s 7fF s FHaiEl B 9g
ZHT o< gAmT S99 1 W A
@&l F! § dF 5 FHACAT & 0%
£y Fife 912 FHR=afal A ar sa
fasre FT FH FT G zAfAC X A8
JEAT Fe R &F FHerEl & oA
geAT g Frfed AR A E s R aafa
§ afaa & =nfgd ) Avr Y Fga &
@Y § A I Fgy ANy
TS ST HoWT FH FL I3 ¥ AR 47
ar F 1§ & qEY gAe =gy

ma® § A wfaat Wa s
FART FEATARATE | IWT 60 Afgury
$ez 9 & frygsiy § fom% fan wsm
Y g 7Y ¥ o aw ¥ aww
gqq FAAfEl & faw weafea
HIETEEY JAET WE dA@r §, AW
NFTET FE! § 4T ag ¥ Wk fog
AT AHH FATY qAT AT TFATI FA
F FFEAT FAT
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AR F Ay AN W qoT
o S 9z T wrey qgrar v &, F
ST FAGT FIAT § |

DR. B. N. ANTANI: Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir. when I rise to make
some observations on the Railway
Budget I recall what a great Ind:an
economist has recently said:

“The Rann of Kutch—from ~hera
incidentally I come—is a prackish
waste where the Ilone and barren
sands  stretch far away; and tae
depressing scene is only relieved
by the Bets (islets) which are
elevated tracts supporting life and
vegetation.”

The picture of the Indian Railways
economy ig not altogether dissimilar.
We have two sides of the picture, one
" displayed by the hon. Railway Min-

ister himself, a gentleman unfortu-
nately driven in bad company. His
pamphlet on diminishing accidents

has staggered me in the face of real:-
ties. The gloss given to the bad
image cannot remain hidden.

Some Members on the other side,
particularly those—who have spoken
before me, had reasons to congra-
tulate the hon. Railway Minister. 1
would have done the same thing if
I could not have suggested to him the
better method to balance it. One of
the previous speakers, Shri Bhandari-
ji, has done so; several other Mem -
bers on this side have also done so.
Instead of giving away a large portion
of the Depreciation Fund to the
General Revenues if he would have
thought of the other avenues which
have been suggested I think he would
have been able to draw up this
Budget on a socialistic pattern of
society of which they all claim to be
worshippers. This is a Budget, Mr.:
Vice-Chairman, which, I think, has
got only one vision and the vision is,
how to balance it commercially. The
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Britishers built these Railways for
their own reasons. When the Rail-§,
ways came to us our approach should®
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have been different, I stand here to
ask the honest gentleman that tne
hon. Railway Minister 1is, has this
slant been given for the last eighteen
years?

Now, this the only greatest natiocna-
lised, concern and the principles of
the socialist way of life is to distribute
tquitably the earnings among the
workers, of course, keeping in mind
the major factors. Has it been done?
Has not the hon. Railway Minister
before him the grievanceg of the staff,
particularly, the Guards for the last
three years? Promises after promises
are peing given. What ig their plight?
Nothing is being done for them, 1
therefore draw the attention of the
hon. Railway Minister to this matter,
as one who has been associated with
the Railways for the last fifty years
of my career. I have seen the deve-
lopment and construction of the
Uganda Railways I have Dbeen
the Railway Manager in an erstwhile
State which had a good mileage of
Railways. I have seen, Sir, in order
to avoid accidents and to increase
efficiency the only method the only
successful method, is to keep the em-
ployees contented. Have we been able
to achieve this? We have been talking
S0 many things. I do not know who
those jugglers of statistics are who
created that pamphlet on gradual re-
duction of accidents when there is not
even one single day when we do not
réad of accidents. Do they diserimi-
nate between accidents and derail-
ments?

SHRI P. K. KUMARAN: We read
those things every day in the papers.

DR. B. N. ANTANI: Well, they are
complacent and they say that they
have reason to believe that it is coming
down. Sir. I am very bad in arithme-
tie; T am very bad in mathematics, I
only believe in the realistic maxim
that the proof of the pudding is in
the eating of it and not in reading
these pamphlets.

Leaving that apart, I will {grn to
the conditions in the Railways. The
very approach, Mr. Vice-Chairman, has
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{Dr. B. N, Antani.] i achievemaent. The Kandla-Jhund
got to be quite different. The ap- | rallWay should have been construct-
proach that emerges from the literature | €4 18 years ago. 1 ask on
given to us is only commercial To | behalf of the people of Kutch

me, Sir, it amounts {o this that this is
an attempt to starve the already starv-
ing and to feed those who are overfed.
Look at the ratio of disbursements in
the Railways. Take on the one hand
the Railway Board ind compare the
expenditure on the Railway Board
with the money spent on the stafl.
What is the conclusion? My friends,
some Communistic, some socialistic,
have said about the iravelling pub-
lic. Now, with all these amenities
which 1 submit are imaginary, 1 will
make a sporting offer to the hon. Rail-
way Ministey to accompany me to
Kutch, not as third class passenger
but ag a first &lass nassenger and he
will find what the conditions are
there. So far as the development of
the Kandla port wag concerned, the
late lamented Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel had o vision. When we lost
Karachi he wanted to have an alter-
native port and for that we construct-
eqd the Kandla port spending crores
and crores of rupees. But it was not
only for the purpose of commerce. We
wanted to have a strategic place from
Karachi down to the western part of
India, and we should have had strate-
gic railways there. He prepared a
master plan but the sadistic people
in power who are only happy to undo
all what the late lamented Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel did, did not abide
by that master plan with the result
that we waited for the aggression by
Pakistan when we rubbdeg our eyes,
sat up and locked our stable: when the
horseg had bolted. We covld not carry
materials up to the western part of
our porders. We could not even send
sufficient water to our braye jawans.
We have no communicationg there and
that nart iy ignored completely.

1 have read the literature given by
them, Mr, Vice-Chairman, They talk
about the extension and expansion
programme and write there Kandla-
Jhund Railways wonderful. In Guja-
rat they mention about the Himmat-
nagar-Udaipur Railway That is their

.programme to extend

why that railway was not given prior-
ity wup till now. There should be a
that broad
gauge railway to Bhuj and there shoulg
be a line connecting Bhadresar,
Mundra, Mandvi and Koteswar
which ig the farthest point on that line.
It you do not do that, if you still
remaiii in complacency, if you do not
have this expansion of that strategic
line you will regrey the day of your
complacency and your noi attending
to this. I want to know it. Nowhere
in the Budget, nowhere in the litera-
ture have I seen as to what ig your
extension programme or what your
criterion is? Now from the erstwhile
Baroda State you have taken Rs. 150
lakhs or something like that in order
to construct the Bhavnagar-Tarapore
Railway. Why is it not construct-
ed? We have to import coal and
diesel oil for Gujarat from Caleutta
side. We spend so much money on it.
1f Gujarat produces oil, why not diesel-
ise that portion? I submif there is an
attempt always to treat Gujarat as a2
Cinderella in the whole fabric and ig-
nore the needs of Gujarat.
(Interruption)

SHRI C. M. POONACHA; There are
so many others, one affer another,
acking for such things.

DR, B, N. ANTANI: T could mnot
afford to be apologetic and apologise
as you people are. Remember I do
not oppose for nothing. I oppose only
where I must. I co-operate where I
can, but I cannot be *the courtier of
King Canute as my friends on these
Benches are. 1 am here to draw the
attention of the Railway Minister to
this strategic necessity. My friend.
the previaus gpeaker, said that speaker
after speaker has been asking for new
lines and extension of lines in diffe-
rent areas. I am not one of them. I do
not want additional things. What I
want iy what is necessary for the secu-
rity of the Union of India. If you
do not do it, you are l6sing time when
you will again regret.
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My other submission jg this. On all
these amenities, which are spoken of,
we have spent money. 1 admit, I
appreciate the gesture. But ag I gaid,
the proof of the pudding is in the
eating of it. Let him travel with me
ang see thingg for himself. There is
a delay of eleven hours ai Palanpur.
We have to develop Kandla and trade
and industry from Northern India
and Rajasthan, We have to induce the
tourists. We have to induce the mer-
chants. And what is the phenomenon?
Merchants in order to reach Kandla
have to spend eleven nours at Palan-
pur in order to get conpection to
Kandla. What is the position of that
line? At Radhanpur—I request the hon.
Railway Minister to make a note of it—
the pump for water jn the engines
gets damaged, gets out of action for
four days in a week and there is al-
ways a detention for 234 hours. As soon
as we leave Palanpur we are in the
Sahara. It is a holiday to the drivers
of the Railways. Now, there is the
guestion of inspection, The hon. Rail-
way Minister has got the system of
mspection. The General Manager has
to visit in a saloon for inspection. You
know there is the advertisement for
a circus, saying “Coming, coming, com-
ing, be prepared to see; be prepared
to see.” The Western portion is at
Kandla. The headquarters of the
General Manager are at the headguar-
ters of the Shiv Sena in Bombay.
That hon. gentleman announced his
inspection visit all of a sudden. It was
all agility, all activity, painting, white-
washing, varnishing, everything good
dressing, etc. Four davs later when
everything was ready, when everything
was done, that visit was cancelled.

SHRI ARJUN ARORA (Uttar Pra-
desh): Very good.

DR. B. N. ANTANI: Afier gne month
again “coming, coming” and the same
thing happened, Now is that bill to be
suffered by the travelling public, the
- thirq clasg passengers—I appeal to the
hon. Railway Minister—on whom you
are imposing this burden by raising
the fares? How shall I describe it?
It I start gpeaking and if you give me
time, I will have the mind of this
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honest gentleman, the hon. Railway
Minister, melt and prove that all is not
well with the State of Denmark, with
al] his figures, all his jugglery to which
I was used to. I have been the head
of an adminisiration. In order to
please my rulerg I used to produce
excellent reporis. You cannot deceive
us, you cannot delude us. You cannot
delude yourself. Pernaps you believe
what I say, but you do what you have
to do. That is your position I, there-
fore once z2gain appeal to you to go in-
to this, lock at the way Gujarat is
treated. Look at the way in whieh
everything Sardar Pate]l wanted to do
has been treated. t'heve is some omin.
ous, some Vvicious way of thinking. I am
not charging you for nothing, I,
therefore, appeal to you again to look
at your Railway Budget. Firstly,
treat us with sympathy. Look at
our grievances 1 understand that
some veteran Congressman gr erstwhile
Congressman saw a poor ticket collec-
tor taking four annas from a shuttle
train traveller., Congressmen are
always honest for four annas. They are
not honest for millions. So, that person
reported to the Railway Board about
the conduct of the ticket collector.
What happened? Not only was he
sacked. The honourable highly paid
Railway JBoard experts getting
Rs. 4,000 or Rs. 3,000, a party of
experts said: “Oh, that man has com-
plained. These people have become a
vesteq interest. Therefore, there must
be periodical transfers.” In our Kutchi
there ig a saying:—

AFE gaL F fagfgd mT £
It means, there was an old lady who
was grinding millet. She was half
blind. There were some rats coming
and the rats were eating the flour.
She could not see the rats. There was
a buffalo tied near her. So, she began
to hit the buffalo. The Railway Board
punished the buffaloeg and let alone
the rats. Poor guards have periodical
transfers from Gujarat to Madras, no
language, no education, no quarters.
All these grievances, all these deep-
rooted incipient grievances cause these
accidents. No sabotage, no human
error, it is the indifferencge on the part
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of the staff. It you will probe into
it, it will give you the correct
causes for these daily derailmenis,
elc. So, please satisfy yourself.

Look in.o the extension programme
or expansion programme, particularly
into the western part of Kutch, which
I have suggested. Do not :ignore
Gujarat. Dieselise where you -can.
Our co-operation is at the disposal of
the railway authorities so far as Guj-
arat is concerned, Do not consider us
to be your opponents for the sake of
opposition alone. If you will take us
mto confidence, our co-operation is
with you. But do not starve those
who are already starving and do not
overfeed those who are already over-
fed. Do not tax the poor travelling

public. I have seen the condilions.
On the roof of third class carriages
they are herded like cattle. We used

to go picketing the BBCI Railway.
Whom shall I picket today? What are
you doing? Is this the Railway, which
should have been the pride of the
country? It is a shame on the coun-
try today when we see the conditions
of the poor travelling public. In
Kutch at the Bhuj railway station half
an hour before the depariure of the
train the ticket window will be open-
ed. In this summer in Kutch hund-
reds of passengers, women particularly,
with babies in xheir arms, go there.
They have to wait for hours only to
obtain their tickets, The trains leave;
the children are in the carriages; and
the mothers weep for their children.
Is this supervision? Is this adminis-
tration? Let me phe contradicted in
one single thing which I am mention-
ing, and I shall be the first man to
apologise. I have seen the conditions
with 'my own eyes. Be human; do
aot be bureaucratic; be the God’s
good man that you are; and then you
will see that{ the Railways will im-
prove.

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
AKBAR ALI KHAN): I am sure the
Railway Minister will take note of
that,

SHR! GULAM NABI UNTOO
(Jammu and XKashmir): T hope the
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House will hear me. Mr. Vice-Chair-

‘'man, when I speak on the Railway

Budget, my speech may not touch all
thoge points which have been refer-
red tohere by hon. Members. Sugges-
tions made or criticisms 'made, whe-
ther with respect to metre gauge turn-
ing into broad gauge, or with respect
to the improvement in Railways or
efficiency of staff, or with respect to
the thef. of goods ot theft of coal, or
with respect to ticketless travel, T zm
afraid these may not find mention in
my speech because this Department,
this service is alien to me, is foreign
to me, is of np use and utility to me
The House, 1 think, will appreciate
the feelings, the urges that I am here
to express on behalf of my people, the
citizens of the State of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Sir, 'my State, as you know, is not
only known for its tourism, it is a
State on the remotest corner of the
couniry, and unfortunately enough
the State i5 situated on the vulnerable
border, and to our bad luck we had
the emergency not only since 1962 but
iv continues right from 1947. With
all these factors, I feel ihat the Gov-
ernment of India in the Railway Minis-
try has been careless and has failed
to give any attention lo the various
urges and demands we have been so
far making ‘that my State should be
linked with a railway. For the last
15 years the Government has been
making promises that the State of
Jammu and Kashmir will alsg be
covered by railways, and a pro-
gramme was made that Udhampur,
the foothill town of the Jammu pro-
vince, would be linked up by railways
with Pathankot. But tp my surprise.
I want %o put it before the hon. Rail-
way Minister, it took the Railway
Ministry full five years to complete
8.27 kilometres. On the one hand I
appreciate and realise the impontance
of the railway service. I feel this is
a service of primary importance which
unites the country, which passes
through all the barriers of provincial,
caste, linguistic and other hurdles in
our national integration. But I fail to
understand why the Department has
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been so negligent towards a State
which for its tourism, for its strategic
position, should have been given the
priority over all extensions.

Sir, the Railway Depariment since
1951 has constructed 4803 kilometres
of track in the country, but I fail to
understand why only 8 kilometres
have been allotied to us. Was it the
only share that we could have enjoy-
ed from the Railway Budget? Sir,
you have been giving promises after
promises that the railway will be
taken up to Udhampur, but this year
when I look infto the budget, I see
there ig no mention of it. Only we
are consoled with this thing that a
survey will be conducted from Kathua
to Jammu. Sir, I feel that when it
took the Railway Department five
years to complete 8 kilometres, I am
afraid the Udhampur track which
comes to about 70 or 80 kilometres
must necessarily take you 40 years, If
this is the pace of railway develop-
ment, I wonder when the time will
come when 'my people will alsg see
themselves linked with railways. 1
feel that any hurdle to our economic
development, if there is any, as has
been observed in the report of the
Industrial Commission—I quote the
observation made there:

“Among the bigges! hurdles com-
ing in the way of the State’s eco-
nomic development mention '‘may be
made of the irregular and expensive
transport system.”

I feel, Sir, thiz remark of the indus-
trial Commission should be an eye-
opener ‘to the Railway Department
that my Slate cannot develop economi-
oally, that integration is not practi-
cally and feasibly possible unless you
mean to link the State with railways.
I realisg that the Department has cer-
tain difficulties. The terrain is tough,
but it is as good or as ‘tough a terrain
as in Simla, and still you have a rail-
way there, Though I appreciate the
difficulties of the Railway Department,
there should be this linking of Udham-
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pur with Kathua and I feel the Rail-
way Department should give it pre-
ference over all oiher extensions in
the country.

My State is known for two or three
big things that we export to the rest
of the country: fruit, timber and
crafts. As far as fruit is concerned,
1 hope the hon. Railway Minister will
appreciate that for its preservation, for
its beauty and taste, i requires an
efficient, organised and systematic
transport, which transport, because
of the failure of the Railways, we have
failed to provide, and it has resulted
in a recurring loss of some crores to
my State which under present condi-
tions cannot bring the fruit in its
original and indigenous form to the
market in Delhi. Sir, and because you
have not developed Kathua which is
a town in my Slate, I continue to
bring my timber, dump it in Pathan-
kot and sell it here. Therefore, my
State which has to load the timber at
Pathankot has to undergo a loss of
sales-tax amounting to the tune of
Rs. 78 lakhs annually when it cannot
load timber at Kathua which js the
town in my State, because Kathua has
not been developed. Therefore, I am
forced to carry my timber to Pathan-
kot and load it there and hence, 1
forfeit my sales-tax over it, which
comes to Rs. 75 lakhs. 1 request the
Railway Minister that preference
should be given to developing Kathua
Station so that I cannot forfeit the
sales-tax which I could have realised
17 1 had loaded timber from Kathua
Station and also it would have saved
the freight which I would have had
to pay for other goods also in ecarry-
ing them to Pathankot. I may men-
tion here—and the Railway Minister
may note it—that there- is something
fishy about it in the Railway Ministry
itself. The authorities in the Northen
Railway do not like that Kathua
should be developed because they
know that once Kathua is developed,
passengers and goods fromm my State
need not come to Pathankot and
Pathankpt will lose all the charm that
it has and therefore, it is being
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manoeuvred always that the develop-
ment of Kathua Station is being delay-
ed.

With respect to railways in my
State, I want to make g few sugges-
tions. You have been conducting 3
survey from Kathua to Jammu. That
survey ‘may be extended up to Udham-
Pur and a complete report may be
sought for spo that when they start
constructing the railroad, it will go
direct to Udhampur via Jammu. You
need not wait for a further report and
a further survey from Jammu to
Udhampur. That will save time. Sir,
Kathua Station should be developed
so that my State need not go to
Pathankot, and a direct train should
run from Kathua to Delhi,

The third suggestion that I want to
put before the hon. Railway Minis-
teris . . .

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
AKBAR ALI KHAN): And that will
be the last one.

SHRI GULAM NABI UNTOO: Yes,
Sir, that will be my last suggestion.

The Kashmir Valley is most beauti-
ful ang the Railway Minister must
visit it. 1 am afraid he must not have
visited it because his Department’s
jurisdiction is not there. As his juris-
diction is not in my State, he might
not have visited it. If the Railway
Minister has not visited it, I extend
my invitation to him and he will see
that the Kashmir Valley is most
beautiful. It ig surrounded by moun-
tains and you have to walk hundreds
of miles on the mountains and hills
to reach the Valley. The Valley by
itself is a plain, is very beautiful with
no hills . . .

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI

AKBAR AL]I KHAN): What is the
suggestion? Make your suggestion.

SHRI GULAM NABI UNTOO:
Therefore, you should make a survey
inside the Valley to explore the possi-
bility of constructing a railway right
inside the Valley so that an indepen-
dent railway will run there, without
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being connected with the rest of the
railroad in the country. But In the
Valley itself a railway should be
constructed. A survey may also be
suggested for the Valley.

SHRI R. S. KHANDEKAR (Madhya
Pradesh): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir,
to put it very mildly, the Budget pro-
posals of the hon. Railway Minis.er
this year are most disappointing. It
was expected that the new Minister
had come, that he would pring with
him new dynamism and new things
in hig Budget and that the whole
picture would be different. But, un-
fortunate'y, he has chosen to tread
the same old path which his prede-
cessors did. At the most it can be
said that this is an gceountant’s bud-
get. Just on the one side there is a
loss of some crores of rupees. The
new Railway Minister wants to make
up the loss by imposing new taxes
or by raising the freight rates and
passenger fares. It is very surprising
that after a long, long time the Rail-
ways should have shown such a
huge loss. So far, the Railways were
showing huge profits and they were
giving a lot of money to the general
revenues also. But this year, about
Rs. 24 crores are estimated to be less
in the Budget. So, the Railway Min-
ister has tried to make up that defi-
cit. But before he had tried to im-
pose new freight rates and passenger
fares, he should have had some intro-
spection, he shoulg have thought whe-
ther this loss could have been made
up by eliminating wastage, by elimi-
nating corruption and by taking many
steps by which economy could be
effected and this loss could have been
made up. But his speech does not
show that he has ever attempted it.
It is not for me to suggest what
steps he should take to economise or
how wastage can be avoided. A Par-
liamentary Committee or some sort
of Commission may be appointed, I
think there is a great necessity now
to go into the whole railway system
go that it can be found out how a lot
of savings can be made and the ordi-
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‘nary public can be spared the rise
in railway fares. I can only men-
tion a few steps which he can take
or which he could have taken while
preparing the Budget.

Always the complaint is that the
Indian Railways are peavily manned,
and then it is said that degpite such
a long mileage 15 lakh labourers are
nor necessary. His predecessor had
said publicly that he could run the
railways with half of the staff which
is at present. But ] would draw his
attention to one thing. Has he looked
into the question of over-staffing in
the higher echelons of the railway
system? Take the case of the Rail-
way Board. What is the necessity of
having such a Railway Board at all?
I would plead that it should be abo-
lished. 1 know that there are ex-
perts in the Railway Board. But the
working of the rai’ways for so many

years has shown that the Railway
Board is redundant. The Railway
Board does not comply with the
orders and policies of the Railway
Ministry. The Railway Board’s

orders are not obeyed by the General
Managers. The General Managers are
not obeyed by the Divisional Superin-
tendents and smaller people. There-
fore, what is the use of having such
a machinery which does not work?
It is just a white elephant. It is
redundant. It has been pointed out
by several hon. speakers that the
money spent on the maintenance of
the Railway Board is disproportion-
ately higher than the money spent
on the lower category of the railway
system. So the Railway Minister
should either abolish the Railway
Board completely or organise it in a
fresh way so that much saving can
be made.

Similarly. I was told that in Bom-
bay that the work which was done
by one General Manager is now being
done by two Additional General
Managers. In the Divisions also there
used tp be one Divisional Superinten-
dent formerly. Now there are a
number of Divisional Superinten-
dents, either his Joints or his Assis-
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tants. Even then the general effi-
ciency in the working of the Railways
has not improved.

There is a tendency for more offi-
cers being employed in higher ranks
and always a case is made out for
the retrenchment of the lower staff.
I will come to the retrenchment of
the lower staff later. If the Railway
Minister had looked into the working
of the Railways, this was one of
the things over which he could save
much money.

Secondly, coming to saloons, I had
asked a question in this House. I
wanted to know the specific number
of saloons in operation on the Rail-
ways and the officers who were en-
titled to the use of saloong and the
approximate total expenditure in-
curred every year on these saloons.
The Railway Minister has tried to
mix up saloons with ingpection car-
riages. He said that there were 1,045
inspection carriages and saloons. There
was a statement attached showing how
many people are entitled to use
saloons. I dp not grudge these people
using saloons because they are the
highest dignitaries. But there ig one
thing which strikes me most. ATl
officers holding gazetted ranks on the
Railways are entitled to the use of
inspection carriages while travelling
on duty. Why should they be entitled
to have special inspection carriages
while on duty? A number of senior
Government servants of the Govern-
ment also go on duty but they do not
require saloons. Why should the rail-
way staff or the gazetted officers
there—even a small officer i3 a
gazetted officer—he entitled to use a
saloon? Now if the annual upkegp
of a saloon or inspection carriage re-
quired Rs. 1,000 you can imagine how
much money is spent annually on
them. If they are abolished the Rail-
wav Minister can save a lot of money
and the people can be saved from this
high taxation. There may be many
other such cases. If a thorough in-
vestigation is made, a lot of savings
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can be made and the huge deficit
which the Railway Minister has found
this year can be made up.

Having said this, I woulq like to
deal with one or two problems which
are really necessary and which are
most vital in the Railway Adminis-
tration. In fact, if one ig allowed to
speak on the entire railway system,
there wou'd be so much tp speak that
even some hours would not be
enough, The time at my disposal is
very short. I would, at the short
time at my disposal, highlight some
of the problems that are facing the
Railway Administration.

Firstly, I would like to deal with
the labour relations of the Railway
Ministry. Whenever I had occasion
to attend the conferences of the
various categories of railway em-
ployees, I found g lot of dissatisfac-
tion amongst the various categories of
railway emp’oyees. In spite of this
P. & M. machinery, the permanent
grievances of the railway employees
are not redressed. 'Therefore some-
thing has got to be done with regard
to the removal of these grievances.
Formerly this machinery wused to
meet once a month. Now on account
of this emergency it meets twice a
month. I referred to this matter last
time also when I spoke on the Rail-
‘way Budget. This machinery is nol
at all being used properly. The offi-
cers who conduct this meeting treat
it as if it is just a formality. A big
agenda is drawn up for the meeting
but hardly one or two items are
taken up. And the officer presiding
over this meeting conduct himself just
like a headmaster doing his job. No
discussion takes place. People come
there from long distances. Represen-
tativeg come there. They are paid
T.A, and D.A. and the meeting ad-
journs within a short period. Many
a time it so happens that the officer
who is entrusted with the work of
'ooking after those cases either has
no time or he is on leave and the
work ig entrusted to a subordinate
officer. That is why this machinery
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which was so useful and which was
really meant to redress the minor
grievances of the railway employees
is not doing anything. So dissatis-
faction among railway employees 1S

Now about the functioning of
unions, I would like the Railways to
have one Union only and I would like
this principle to be adopted for all
the industries. I do not know why
this principle i not being accepted
at present in this country. At pre-
sent there are so many Unions and
it is very difficult for the Administra-
tion to solve the workers’ problems.
So I would request the hon. Minister
to see to it that these minor griev-
ances of the various categories of
employees should be solved at the
lower level itself Unfortunately, I
have o write so many letters to the
Rajlway Minister to get their grievan-
ces redressed. If the Minister can re-
dress the grievances at his level, 1
do not understand why they cannot
be redresscd at the lowest level and
so much money and energy saved.

I then come fo the case of casual
labour. I had occasion to attend so
many conferences of casual labourers
and T fing that 3 very raw deal is
given to the casual labour. In fact,
the strength of the casual labour in
the Railways is about one-third. Out
of 15 lakhs, about 5 lakhs are casual
labour. But they are treated not as
Government servants or railway
workers but just like slaves; they
do not have any facility, So many
times resolutions have been passed
and sent to the Railway Administra-
tion. They have been sent to the
Railway .Administration, but the
Railway Administration is bureaucra-
tic and authoritative or high-handed
as this. Nobody looks after their
grievances. About their wages. I have
asked so many questions on the floer
of this Hause and I have been plead-
ing for the cause of the casual labour.
But nothing is being done. The
Rajlways have adopted a curious
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method of giving them wages.
say that casual labour working

particular area would be g'ven
May I continue tomorrow or.

They
in a

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
AKBAR ALI KHAN): If you will
finish in five minutes

SHRI R. S. KHANDEKAR: 1 will

take another 15 to 20 minutes, I have
got 25 minutes.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHR1
AKBAR ALI KHAN): I urcerstand
Mr. Triloki Sinzh wanted to  speak.
He is not here.

SHRI R. S. KHANDEKAR. 1 will
take about 15 minutes more. That is
all.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
AKBAR ALI KHAN):
taken 25 minutas.
fifteen minutes.
in flve minutes

SHRI R. S. KHANDEKAR: 1 will
take 10 to 15 minutes more. I was
told that I could have 25 minutes.

(SHRI
Mr. Reddy has
You have taken
So if you can finish
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SHRI MULKA GOVINDA REDDY:

We will cut out the third speaker,
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI

AKBAR ALI KHAN): You want 13
minutes more?

SHRI R. S. KHANDEKAR: Yes. I

woulg like to make two or threc
points.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI

AKBAR ALI KHAN): I wanted to cal]
Mrs. Mehta, ’

SHRIMATI FUSHPABEN JANAR-
DANRAI MEHTA (Gujarat): Last
time also I could not get a chance,

THE VICE-CHAIEMAN (SIIR!
AKBAR ALI KHAN): I am sorry,
Mrs. Mehta, if he had finished, :
would have requested the House to
give you five minutes. But he has
not finished. Now the House stands
adjourned till 11 a.m. tomorrow.

The Houvse then adjournad
at ‘wo minutes past six of
the clock till eleven of the
clock on Wednesday, the l4th
June, 1967,
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